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Another championship; debate takes state title
By Ethan Clark
Staff Writer

     It’s no secret that Silver 
Lake has been achieving state 
titles for decades. The debate 
team is no exception as they 
took home the title of state 
champions after finishing 
second the past two years. 
     The debate topic was edu-
cation reform, and Michelle 
Taylor, debate and forensics 
coach, explained the advan-
tages of the subject matter.
     “The topic this year was 
increasing funding and/or 
regulations for elementary 
and/or secondary education in 
the United States. I enjoyed 
the topic because I think it’s 
important. 
     “It was fun to see students 
learn so much about the edu-
cation system they participate 
in every day. I think we were 
really good at all parts of the 
topic, but our affirmative, 
Title I funding, did really 

well this year,” she said.
     Taylor discussed the main 
attributes her debaters pos-
sessed that were the keys to 
getting to and winning state.
     “Confidence, hard work, 
determination, and enjoying 
debate,” she said.
     Taylor revealed the tough-
est competition they faced at 
state.
     “Wichita Independent and 
Sterling were the toughest 
competition. Both teams had 
good speakers and decent 
arguments. Our kids had more 
experience and were overall 
more confident in their abili-
ties,” she said.
     Keith Nagy, senior debater, 
described the most nerve-
wracking part.
     “Going into state after a 
second-place finish at region-
als was certainly daunting, but 
I believe that loss motivated 
us more than it intimidated 
us,” he said.
     Senior Claire Austin 

explained what it felt like 
waiting for the final results.
     “Waiting for the results at 
state was, honestly, the most 
nervous I’ve ever felt in my 
life. I thought I was going 
to throw up, and I couldn’t 
breathe. I wanted for us to 
win so badly. 
     “When they announced 
Wichita Independent was in 
second place, I felt a huge 
weight off my chest because 
I knew that meant that we 
had won. It was an amazing 
feeling to know that all of our 
hard work over the last four 
years finally paid off,” she 
said.
     Austin said debate has 
impacted her as a person.
     “Debate has taught me 
how to research, look at 
things from both sides, back 
up claims with evidence, and 
fake confidence. Debate has 
given me the ability to speak 
in front of people, because 
I couldn’t do it very well 

“...that loss        
motivated us more 
than it intimidated 

us,” Senior 
Keith Nagy said.

before, and I know that will 
be especially important in 
college and in whatever career 
I choose. 
     “I think debate has shaped 
me more as a person than 
anything else in my life,” she 
said.
     Sophomore Jayme Lind-

strom shared the scariest part 
of state.
     “The first round was prob-
ably the hardest because we 
hit Wichita Independent, who 
is a pretty decent team, and 
you never know how the first 
round of a debate tournament 

is going to go,” she said. 
     As a sophomore, Lind-
strom said she felt more 
comfortable.
     “I competed at state last 
year, but I definitely felt more 
prepared this year,” she said.
     Faith Scheibmeir, senior, 
had a special legacy to protect 
during state. All of the years 
Scheibmeir has gone to the 
tournament, she hasn’t lost a 
round. She spoke about how 
her record made her feel.
     “It makes me feel confi-
dent in my abilities and hope-
ful for my debate career in the 
future,” she said.
     Scheibmeir described the 
skills she’s gained in debate 
and how they will carry over 
beyond high school.
     “I think that the skills of 
being able to speak in front 
of people in a professional 
setting will definitely help me 
during both college and my 
later career.
     “I plan on debating in 

college, and then studying 
pre-law at KU, so I think that 
my high school debate experi-
ence will have had a really 
big impact on both of those,” 
she said.
     Nagy said the main 
skill debate taught him was 
analysis.
     “Debate and forensics have 
taught me so many life skills, 
especially how to think criti-
cally on my toes,” he said.
     Nagy talked about the 
influence debate has had on 
his future plans.
     “After high school, I 
plan on majoring in politi-
cal science and subsequently 
entering law school to become 
a civil rights attorney. I feel 
that a career that utilizes one’s 
voice is not only personally 
rewarding, but also beneficial 
to society,” he said.

Coach Michelle Taylor
(Photo by Kaidon Kruger)

Seniors Faith Scheibmeir, Claire Austin, 
Keith Nagy and Sophomore Jayme Lindstrom 
(Photo provided)

(continued on page 8)



Love is in the air

For Valentine’s 
Day, students 
were chosen at 

“A sad day for singles.”
~Daigen Griffin, 9th

“A day where all I see is a 
bunch of candy hearts that 

taste terrible.”
~Andrew Osterhaus, 9th

“The day before I spend a 
bunch of money on candy 

that’s on sale.”
~Abby Pressgrove, 11th

“Valentine’s Day is 
about girls buying 

gifts for their 
boyfriends.”

~Gabe TenEyck, 
10th

“When I eat more 
candy than usual.”
~Josh Adee, 11th

“I’ve never really celebrated 
it so...”

~Calen Schuckman, 12th

“I don’t believe in 
Valentine’s Day.”
~Nicole Gerber, 

12th

random to answer the question, 
“What is Valentine’s Day to you?”
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“I don’t like Valentine’s 
Day. I think it’s a waste 

of money.”
~Daryn Lamprecht, 10th
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Take me out to the ball game
     The baseball team has been given an op-
portunity to play their regular season game 
against Wamego at Kauffman Stadium, home 
of the Royals. The last time Silver Lake was 
given this opportunity was in 2012. 
     This game serves as a fundraiser for both 

teams. Each team needs to sell 1,100 Royals ticket vouchers by 
Apri1, before they are able to play at Kauffman Stadium on 
April 21 at 3 p.m.
     The ticket vouchers are good for any 2018 Royals regular 
season home game, excluding March 29, May 18-19, July 6-7, 
July 21, Aug. 6-8, Aug. 10-12, and Aug. 25. 
     Royals ticket vouchers can be purchased at slbaseball.word 
press.com. Eagle baseball players are also selling them. 
     Head Baseball Coach Alan Cunningham stated how the 
fundraiser is going so far. 

     “As of [February 16], we’ve sold 354 vouchers, and we 
have to get to 1,100, so sales have been a little slower than I 
thought,” he said.  
     Cunningham explained how Silver Lake and Wamego were 
chosen to play at Kauffman Stadium. 
     “I just said, ‘Hey, would you be interested? You 
know we’re gonna play each other anyway, but we 
could play one of our games at Kauffman Stadium.’ 
He was game for it, so that’s why it’s Wamego,” he 
stated. 
     Cunningham expressed why he wanted to con-
tinue this in the future. 
     “The fundraising part of it is really just the icing 
on the cake. The bigger opportunity is just to be 
able to go to Kansas City and play on a professional 
baseball field. 
     “We’re gonna do it again [this year] because it 
was such a great experience in 2012, and [I] wanted 
to provide that for all the players...,”  he said. 
     Cunningham explained what he hopes the team 
learns from this fundraiser. 
     “I hope they learn that things aren’t given to you; 
that you have to earn the right to play there, and so I hope 
that they’ll realize that by getting out there and selling vouch-
ers,” he stated.
     Cunningham expressed why he thinks it is important that 
the team plays this game at Kauffman. 
     “I think it would create memories. Any activity you have 
memories of games, bus rides, locker rooms, and practices. 
It’s very seldom [that] a high school player gets to play [at] a 
professional baseball stadium. 

     “To be able to have a possibility to provide that memory for 
them, I think, would be something that they don’t realize, but 
that they’ll have forever,” he said. 
     Cunningham stated how much support he thinks the baseball 

team will get this season.  
     “I think the novelty of playing at the K will bring some 
attention. 
     “The bigger thing is just to have the kids be able to, 
even if you don’t get in the game, just to go out and warm 
up on the field. I think they’ll find it to be a pretty good 
experience,” he stated. 
     Cunningham explained how to purchase Royals ticket 
vouchers. 
     “If you’re reading this and are interested in helping us 
out, contact me or somebody on the baseball team. We will 
provide you an order form, or you can go to the website at 
slbaseball.wordpress.com and order you tickets online,” he 
said. 
     Senior Josh Dallman shared how eager he is to be able 

to play at Kauffman Stadium. 
     “Of course I am excited to play [at] Kauffman. Regardless of 
the sport, there has always been something special about play-
ing on a professional or collegiate field for me,” he stated.

     Dallman stated what he thinks will be the most challenging 
aspect about selling all 1,100 vouchers. 
     “I think the hardest part will be trying to get everyone to sell 
their share. Not everyone [goes] to Royal’s games, so being able 
to find enough people could be difficult,” he said. 
     Dallman expressed how this experience will affect the team.  
     “It will give the team a moment to bond and form a memory 
together,” he stated.  
     Dallman explained how much support he thinks the baseball 
team will get in regards to this opportunity. 
     “It depends. I think there will be a decent number of people 
who will show up to the ballpark to watch us play, and I feel 
that if we play well, that may convince people to come to more 
of our games,” he said. 
     He shared how he feels about this once-in-a lifetime chance. 
     “I am very grateful. This is an amazing opportunity, and I 
could not thank them enough,” he stated. 
     Junior Reid Walker expressed how excited he is for this 

By Allexis Bahner
Staff Writer

Photo by Gary Krogman (2012)

season. 
     “I am excited every year when baseball season comes 
around. I think it is the most wonderful time of the year. It 
means spring is here, and we are close to summer. 
     “I am looking forward to this season because we get to play 

at the K. An experience that is one to remember, and 
this season should be great,” he said. 
     Walker stated how he thinks this season will go 
with regards to this opportunity. 
     “This can be a team bonding experience and being 
with a team and becoming better friends can sure help 
our chances to win state this year,” he stated.  
     Walker explained what he hopes to get out of this 
opportunity. 
     “I will get an enjoyable experience with my team 
and friends. Being able to play at the K will be one to 
remember,” he said. 
     Walker shared if he thinks this is something the 
team would like to continue in the future. 
     “Well, I think that doing it not every year, but once 
every four years because it would lose its special feel-

ing, if you get to play there every year,” he stated. 
     Walker wanted to encourage everyone to purchase Royals 

ticket vouchers. 
     “If anyone wants to buy some voucher tickets, they can 
come talk to me and support our Lake baseball team,” he said. 
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“...things aren’t 
given to you...” 

- AC

Photo by Gary Krogman (2012)
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Winter Royalty kicks off semester
     The Winter Royalty ceremony was held Friday, Jan. 5, with the 
crowning taking place during halftime at the boys’ varsity basketball 
game. The candidates this year were Marissa Bates, Aubrey Dick, 
Mikayla Smith, Brady Snook, Will Boyd, and Jordan Priddy. Brady 
Snook and Aubrey Dick were crowned the King and Queen of Win-
ter Royalty. 
     Earlier that afternoon, the candidates participated in a pep rally 
full of various challenging and comical physical activities.

By: Gracie Johnson
Newspaper Editor
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Buckshot and Blossoms

Layout Design by Kennedy Kats

Whip……………….………………………..…Joshua Dallman
Lash…………………………..……………….... Brady Snook

Cactus Kate ………......................................Olivia English
Gabby Ways……………….……………….....….. Keith Nagy
Ruby……………………………………………..…Claire Austin

Pearl……………………………………Erica Strausbaugh
Annabelle Rawlins……………………….…Miranda Graf

Goofy Mae Ways/ Nellie  Rectangle…….…….….Aubrey Dick
Mr. Smith…….………………..………………….Ian Todd

Henrietta Geyser…………….………. Leah Gustafson
Abe Alibi……………………...…….…….. Calen Schuckman

Widder Jones ………….............……..….. Cassie Johnston
Johnny Wright………………………………...Ethan Schulz
Sally Sutton………………………………..…….Macey Clark
Aida Smith………..…………………....…Samantha Ortiz

Durango Kid………………………………….……...Drew Sharpe
Mrs. Norton……………………….….Lyndsey  Vande Velde
Mr. Norton ………………………………………Logan Matzke
Alan  Alibi……………………………….……...Gabe TenEyck

Saddleblanket Rawlins ……………………….Ryan Tarner
Howy Hopalot ………………………….Anna Schuckman
Hank Hopalot…………………………….……..Micki Moore
Dolly Roger …………………………..Mackenzie Aldridge
Randy Allen……………………….……....Joshua  Boucher

Mrs. Juniper …………………………………Anna Ruby 
Miss June………………………………..Mary Kate Gerber
Letty…………………………………...….…Kayla Brannick  
Lottie……………………………………….Sailor McDonald
Miss Gray……………………………………… Jenna Deters  

Miss Jones……………………………………..Reagan Money
Judy Ford...................................................Zoe Brokaw 
Jody Ford………………………………….………..Olivia Fieger
Andy Allen……………………………….…Noah Broxterman
Dandy Allen……………………………………..…Ethan Clark
Nerva ………………………………..…………………..Tori Smith
Minnie…………………..……………….Victoria Haverkamp
Bella………………………………………..………....Maddie Field

Director ………………………………..………………Mary Larson
Assistant Director……………………….Charlotte Pemberton

Set Design and Construction………….…………..Garrett Larson
Stage Crew………………….Ian Todd, Shelbie Todd,  Broden Call, 
                                                              Dylan Wiles, Dalton Madere

Lights……………………………..Zachary Ruse, Ian Todd

Performances were held on 
Saturday, Feb. 10 and Sunday, 
Feb. 11 in the Performing Arts 
Center
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By Kennedy
Kats
Newspaper  
Editor
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Wrestlers wrap up regular season Photo by Addison Hamilton
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     (Due to publication dead-
lines, regional results from 
Feb. 16-17 will be available 
on the district’s social media 
pages and the school website 
at www.silverlakeschools.org)
     The wrestling team fin-
ished their regular season at 
the Mid-East League tourna-
ment held at Rossville High 
School on Feb. 9. The team 
went 12-0 in duals during 
the regular season and were 
crowned the MEL champs as 
a team.
     The Eagles walked away 
with five individual MEL 

champions: Kai Allen (113); 
Jordan Priddy (126); Scott 
Kuhn (145); Gable Howerton 
(170) and Gideon Remer 
(195). (Additional individual 
results on page 7)
     Junior Tristen Stoner, who 
finished second at the MEL 
meet in the 152 lb. division,  
shared his favorite memory of 
the season.
     “At Rossville, I beat a state 
qualifier and got second at 
league. It made me feel really 
good because the crowd went 
crazy,” Stoner said.
     He said he has become a 
better wrestler and a better 
teammate this season and 
explained which tourna-
ment was the hardest for him 
competition-wise.
     “Beloit [because] there 
were a lot of high ranked 
wrestlers that have been wres-

tling for a long time,” he said.
     Junior Jason Schroeder 
described what he strived to 
improve on this season.
     “I have really worked on 
technique and getting back 
up to speed after missing a 
couple seasons,” Schroeder 
stated.
     Schroeder, who wrestled in 
the 120 lb. weight class, also 
finished second at league. 
      He shared his favorite 
memory of the season.
      “[It was] at Royal Valley, 
when Lumpy [Dusty Swain] 
won a match in the third 
period with a throw because 
everyone was yelling and get-
ting into the match,” Schro-
eder said.
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 Varsity
Dec. 12 @ Royal Valley - 34 - 53 (L)
Dec. 15 vs. St. Marys -25 - 58 (L)
Dec.  19 @ Rossville - 24 - 42 (L)
Jan. 5 vs. Rock Creek - 49 - 38 (W)
Jan. 9 @ Wabaunsee - 35 - 61 (L)
     Tonganoxie Tournament
     Jan. 16 vs. DeSoto - 42 - 61 (L)
     Jan. 18 vs. Metro - 53 - 40 (W)
     Jan. 20 vs. Wamego - 29 - 49 (L)
Jan. 23 vs. Santa Fe Trail - 44 - 63 (L)
Jan. 30 vs. Osage - 51 - 35 (W)
Feb. 2 @ St. Marys - 49 - 55 (L)
Feb. 5 vs. Atchison - 56 - 49 (W)
Feb. 6 @ Horton - 47 - 45 (W)
Feb. 9 vs. Rossville - 58 - 50 (W)
 JV
Dec. 12 @ Royal Valley - 53 - 31 (W)
Dec. 15 vs. St. Marys - 26 - 28 (L)
Dec.  19 @ Rossville -  40 - 31 (W)
Jan. 5 vs. Rock Creek - 30 - 20 (W)
Jan. 9 @ Wabaunsee - 48 - 37 (W)
Jan. 23 vs. Santa Fe Trail - 41 - 30 (W)
Jan. 30 vs. Osage City - 41 - 8 (W)
Feb. 2 @ St. Marys - 31 - 22 (W)
Feb. 6 @ Horton - 38 - 22 (W)
Feb. 9 vs. Rossville - 43 - 24 (W)

 Varsity
Dec. 12 @ Royal Valley - 50 - 47 (W)
Dec. 15 vs. St. Marys - 48 - 46 (W)
Dec.  19 @ Rossville - 64 - 36 (W)
Jan. 5 vs. Rock Creek - 45 -74 (L)
Jan. 9 @ Wabaunsee - 64 - 33 (W)
    Nemaha Central Tournament
    Jan. 17 vs. Horton - 55 - 32 (W)
    Jan. 18 vs. Falls City - 54 - 55 (L)
    Jan. 20 vs. Nemaha Central - 66 - 70 (L)
Jan. 23 vs. Santa Fe Trail - 52 - 69 (L)
Jan. 30 vs. Osage - 70 - 53 (W)
Feb. 2 @ St. Marys - 61 - 60 (W)
Feb. 5 vs. Atchison - 56 - 45 (W)
Feb. 6 @ Horton - 69 - 36 (W)
Feb. 9 vs. Rossville - 63 - 58 (W)
 JV
Dec. 12 @ Royal Valley - 53 - 21 (W)
Dec. 15 vs. St. Marys - 59 - 49 (W)
Dec.  19 @ Rossville - 56 - 24 (W)
Jan. 5 vs. Rock Creek - 46 - 47 (L)
Jan. 9 @ Wabaunsee - 56 - 26 (W)
Jan. 23 vs. Santa Fe Trail - 59 - 33 (W)
Jan. 30 vs. Osage - 59 - 26 (W)
Feb. 2 @ St. Marys - 41 - 33 (W)
Feb. 5 vs. Atchison - 38 - 31 (W)
Feb. 6 @ Horton - 51 - 25 (W)
Feb. 9 vs. Rossville - 49 - 41 (W)

Scoreboard
Girls’ Basketball

Boys’ Basketball

Jan. 6 @ Burlington-3rd place as a team-Cavanaugh (106) - 4th, Allen (113) - 4th, Schroeder (120)-5th, Priddy (126) - 1st, Cook (132) - 1-2, Kuhn 
(145) - 2nd, D. Schwarz (160) - 6th, Howerton (170) - 1st, Remer (195) - 4th, Maldonado (220) - 5th
Jan. 13 @ Marysville - 10th place as a team - Cavanaugh (106) - 0-2, Schroeder (120)- 1-2, Mountain (126) - 1-2, Kuhn (145) - 2-2, Stoner (152) - 
1-2, Rakestraw (160) - 0-2, Howerton (170) - 3-0 - 1st, Cromer (182) - 1-2, Remer (195) - 1-2, Swain (220) - 2-2
Jan. 19 & 20 @ Beloit - 11th place as a team - Allen (113) - 3-2 - 5th, Schroeder (120)- 2-2, Priddy (126) - 3-2 - 4th, Cook (132) - 1-2, Kuhn (145) - 
2-2, Stoner (152) - 0-2, D. Schwarz (160) - 1-2, Howerton (170) - 4-0 - 1st,  Remer (195) - 4-2 - 5th, Maldonado (220) - 0-2

Feb. 3 @ Silver Lake-2nd place as a team - Cavanaugh (106) - 2nd, Allen (113) - 2nd, Schroeder (120) - 6th, Priddy (126) - 1st, Cook (132) - 4th, 
Kuhn (145) - 4th, Stoner (152) - 6th, D. Schwarz (160) - DNP, Howerton (170) - 1st, C. Schwarz (182) - 5th, Remer (195) - 4th, Maldonado (220) - 7th
League - Feb. 9 @ Rossville- 1st place as a team - Cavanaugh (106) - 2nd, Allen (113) - 1st, Schroeder (120)- 2nd, Priddy (126) - 1st, Kuhn (145) - 
1st, Stoner (152) - 2nd, D. Schwarz (160) - 2nd, Howerton (170) - 1st, C. Schwarz (182) - 2nd, Remer (195) - 1st, Maldonado (220) - 2nd

Regionals - Feb. 16 & 17 @ Silver Lake
State - Feb. 23 & 24 @ Hays
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Wrestling

As of 2/15/18
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(continued from page 1)

     Freshman Zoe Brokaw, 
who served as an alternate 
during state, said she felt 
confident in continuing debate 
next year.
     “I do see myself con-
tinuing debate throughout 
high school because I really 
enjoyed it; although, it makes 
me kind of sad to think about 
the future years because I´ve 
become really good friends 
with all the seniors and 
Jayme, and none of them will 
be in it next year. So, it will 
be interesting what the next 
couple years will be like,” she 
said.
     Taylor elaborated on how 
the seniors affected the fresh-
men.
     “I think it is extremely 
important for upperclassmen 
to take incoming freshmen 
under their wings. Debate is a 
communication activity, and 
it can be really scary, so it is 
important for freshmen to see 
seniors who have thrived in 
competition and to see that 
they can do it, too. 
     “The seniors this year have 
been fantastic in taking this 

year’s freshmen and making 
them feel comfortable. I think 
we will have a 100 percent 
retention of our novices, 
which has never happened to 
me before,” she said.
     Taylor explained the 
impact coaching a successful 
debate team has on her today.

Senior Claire Austin and Sophomore Jayme Lindstrom 
research for their debate. (Photo by Kaidon Kruger)
     “Debate is my favorite 
part about teaching. From the 
arguments, to the kids, to the 
community itself,  debate is 
such a great activity. 
     “I learn something new 
every day. I think that it is one 
of the only places in today’s 
world where productive dis-

course takes place and there 
is so much good that comes 
from that,” she said.
     In the same room, Taylor 
also coaches a sister sport 
to debate: forensics. Taylor 
talked about her favorite part 
of coaching forensics.
     “I enjoy a lot of things 

about coaching forensics. We 
get to work a lot more one-
on-one, and I get to develop a 
lot of great relationships with 
students, which is probably 
my favorite,” she said.
     Taylor shared what first in-
spired her to coach forensics.
     “I was actually inspired 

to coach debate first, and 
forensics is a byproduct of 
that. I was first inspired by my 
own participation in debate 
and forensics in high school. 
Forensics teaches you confi-
dence, how to articulate your 
thoughts, and how to think 
critically. I think it’s really 
important that students learn 
these things,” she said.
     Brokaw shared what she 
anticipates most about this 
semester.
     “The thing I am most 
excited for in the upcoming 
forensics season is getting to 
try out new events and see 
how I like them,” she said.
     Brokaw is competing in 
both extemporaneous speak-
ing and dramatic interpreta-
tion. She discussed what first 
tempted her to join forensics.
     “My older sisters defi-
nitely inspired me to join both 
debate and forensics because 
they always told me about 
how both were such great 
experiences when they were 
in high school,” she said.
     Taylor acknowledged 
the new lineup of forensics 
students.
     “I think that we have a lot 

of young talent that has joined 
the program. I am excited to 
see what they can achieve,” 
she said.
     Taylor said the competi-
tors were split evenly among 
the events. She said there is 
a pretty equal split between 
students competing in acting 
and public speaking events.
     Taylor noted the benefits 
of competing in debate before 
forensics.
     “There is no question 

Sophomore Ryan Tarner, an alternate at state, delivers a prac-
tice speech in class. (Photo by Kaidon Kruger)

that students who do both 
are more successful at both 
activities. 
     “It keeps you fresh all year 
long, and they require the 
same skills,” she said.
     The forensics team will be 
keeping busy in the next few 
months, with a tournament 
scheduled every weekend 
until May 4. 
     Results will be posted on 
the school website and social 
media pages.


