
     School is about to start. 
The bell rings, students 
rush to get to class, 
lockers slam, doors shut, 
the voice of the teacher is 
heard, and students start 
to write.
     Tracy Bruntz, the ju-
nior high science teacher, 
heads into her classroom 
to start the seven hour 
school day as a first year 
teacher.
     “Originally I was a 
Wildlife Biologist so I 
worked in the field. I did 
lots of research on quail 
and prairie chickens and 
other things like that. But 
I realized over the years, 
I always came back to 
doing presentations and 
workshops for students 
and kids either in the 

classroom or a festival and 
things like that. I realized 
that my path was here in 
the classroom and less in 
the field,” she said.
     Bruntz stated that she 
always had a lot of fun in 
science.
     “I love science. Science 
is to me a lot of fun be-
cause the options are end-
less. You can go anywhere 
from earth science, to 
space science, to physical 
science, and you can do 
chemistry. You can do all 
these different areas that 
you can explore and create 
with,” she said. 
     Jaxon Blubaugh, sev-
enth grader, offered his 
input on why he loves 
science.
     “My favorite part of 

Bruntz’s love for students will never change
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As students write down 
their process for plant 
seeds moving, they get to 
test their prediction. (Pho-
to by Jaiden Holmes)

Tracy Bruntz, junior high 
science teacher, talks to 
the class about environ-
mental issues. (Photo by 
Jaiden Holmes)

Bradly Clark, seventh 
grader, attempts to get 
popcorn seeds from one 
place to another without 
using his hands. (Photo 
by Jaiden Holmes)

Students in Bruntz’s fifth 
block class try to figure 
out what the photo is way 
zoomed in during “What 
in the World Wednes-
day.”(Photo by Jaiden 
Holmes)
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science are the STEM 
challenges because they 
are fun and very interac-
tive,” Blubaugh said.
     As much as Bruntz 
loves science, she said she 
also has a connection with 
the students.
     “I love kids. I love see-
ing the thought process, 
and I love helping stu-
dents explore new con-
cepts and understand it 
and see how this great big 
world runs. The possibili-
ties are endless, and I love 
being a part of that,” she 
stated.
     Bruntz elaborated on 
why the students encour-
age her.
     “The students. I love 
them and all their weird-
ness. They encourage 
me every day and their 
perspective of the world 
is amazing. The way they 
see things, the way they 
process things, and their 
imagination is the reason 
to teach,” she said.
     Blubaugh stated why 
he likes her lessons.
     “I like her lessons 
because they are very 
interactive and not all just 
from the book.

     “I really like reading 
in the book because I’m 
good at understanding it, 
but interactive ways are 
fun. 
     “The virtual lab is my 
favorite because I really 
like technology,” Blubaugh 
said.
     As the block days start, 
Bruntz loves doing “What 
in the World Wednesday.”          
     “I present either a 
strange sound or a ran-
dom picture then the stu-
dents must try to deter-
mine what in the world it 
actually is and how it fits 
into our world. Most of 
the time we come in and 
it’s laid back so everyone 
can get their wiggles out,” 
she said.
     Bruntz stated why she 
loved using the book and 
hands-on activities.
     “We do both. I like 
doing both. The text helps 
them read it and under-
stand the concept, but to 
me most students don’t 
understand it until they 
get their hands on it,” she 
stated.
      Bruntz intended to 
use Google Classroom 
more, but the new curric-

ulum they have is through 
Pearson.
     Bruntz stated what she 
does to help her science 
students study for upcom-
ing tests.
     “For preparation, we do 
a lot of discussion and we 
talk through the different 
concepts. We try to do a 
lot of labs so they get their 
hands on it and they can 
understand how it works. 
It’s not just reading in the 
text and moving on.  
    “For preparing for tests 
we have study guides, re-
view games, and I leave it 
up to them to practice and 
study,” she said.
     Bruntz shared how she 
handles homework.
     “Typically no home-
work because I want kids 
to be kids and have time. 
Here in Silver Lake a lot of 
the students are very busy 
and they have practice, 
outside obligations, and 
other activities going on. 
     “I try to teach each 
lesson where they should 
be able to get homework 
done. They always don’t 
focus in class so they have 
to take the rest home and 
finish it,” she said.


