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ARTICLE BY CHELSEY JOHNSTON

Academics help seniors gain success

     The 2013 valedictorian is Mackenzie Freeman and the 
salutatorian is Kylee Dewey.
      Freeman explained that academics are the stepping 
stones to success.
     “Education is one of the key factors in obtaining 
success. What you know is so important in this day and 
age. Academics are important to me because it is worth 
studying, and my success is determined by what I know,” 
she said.
     Freeman said she felt being valedictorian is a blessing.
     “I am honored to be this year’s valedictorian. My class 
is full of bright, talented individuals who will go on to do 
great things after their high school careers. To represent 
such a solid group is quite a blessing,” she said.
     Freeman mentioned that she would miss the pride that 
Silver Lake has the most.
     “There is such a sense of pride and family in this com-
munity, one that I have never witnessed until I came here. 
To see the generations of families at school activities, the 
pride of this school, and the support of the community are 
things I will truly miss,” she said.
      Freeman stated that she is going to miss her class-
mates the most.
      “Besides my family, the people I will miss the most 
are my classmates. Over the last four years I have gotten 
the privilege of getting to know each and every one of 
them. 
      “I’ve developed great relationships with them that will 
last me a lifetime. I wouldn’t want to graduate with any 
other group. They will be greatly missed,” she said.
      Freeman shared that her best memory from high 
school is winning the state championship.
     “My best memory from high school is winning a bas-
ketball state championship my junior year. Words can’t 
even come close to describe the feelings, the emotions, 
the atmosphere of this accomplishment. It is definitely 
something I will never forget,” she said.
     Freeman commented that she will be attending Illinois 
State University next fall and playing basketball.
     “I am attending Illinois State University because it 
went above and beyond all my expectations of a dream 
college. I am currently undecided on a major, but I hope 
to discover one soon,” she said.
     Freeman’s goals after high school include graduating 
college with honors.
     “My goal after high school is to develop into a more 
knowledgeable and more independent young woman, 
graduating with college honors. My goal after college is 

to find my place on this earth and make a positive 
impact on the world,” she said.
     Freeman mentioned that her dream job would be 
a trainer.
     “My dream job would be a celebrity fitness 
trainer. How many people would be able to say 
they worked out with Ryan Gosling and then were 
invited to his movie premiere that night? It’s the job 
of the century, ladies and gentlemen,” she said.
      Freeman commented that in 10 years she would 
like to be raising a family.
     “In 10 years, I see myself happy, hopefully rais-
ing a family, and doing what I love,” she said.
     Like Freeman, academics are important to 
Dewey.
     “Academics are important to me because I want 
to be successful. I think being successful starts 
early with getting good grades,” she said.
     Dewey shared that she felt accomplished when 
she discovered she was the salutatorian.
      “I feel proud of my accomplishment. I know 
that I have worked hard these past four years, and 
it’s nice to know that it paid off,” she said.
     Dewey explained that she would miss participat-
ing in sports at Silver Lake.
      “I will mostly miss playing sports. More specifi-
cally, I will miss being with the girls who I became 
friends with during volleyball season,” she said.
     Dewey mentioned she will miss her volleyball 
friends, her classmates, and Gail Naylor, English 
teacher.
     “I will definitely miss Ashlyn, Kallie, Alyssa, 
Jordan, and Taylor. We became great friends during 
volleyball season, and I will really miss them.

Senior Mackenzie Freeman poses for her senior 
photo. Freeman delivered her valedictorian speech on 
May 19.rin Taylor)
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NEWS 2
 “I will greatly miss my classmates. 
They warmly welcomed me when I 
came to Silver Lake in sixth-grade. 
We have been through a lot since 
then.
     “I will also miss Mrs. Naylor. She 
has really helped me to get where I 
am today. Because of her, I am better 
prepared for college,” she said.
     Dewey explained her best memo-
ry from high school was staying in a 
hotel in Hutchinson.
     “My best memory from high 
school would be traveling to 
Hutchinson for boys’ state basket-
ball. Claire, Karlee, Courtney, and 
I got a hotel room. Both nights we 
stayed up all night with Chris, Drew 

and Blake. We were all so loud. I’m 
pretty sure the entire hotel hated us,” 
she said.
     Dewey shared that she will be at 
KU in the fall, competing with the 
rowing team.
     “I’m attending the University of 
Kansas. I chose to go there because 
I really feel at home there and I was 
also give the opportunity to be on the 
rowing team. While at KU, I plan to 
major in pharmacy. I really enjoy bi-
ology and chemistry. I think I would 
enjoy being a pharmacist,” she said.
     Dewey stated that she would like 
to continue her scholarly ways after 
high school.
     “After high school, I would like to 

continue being a good student. I’ve 
set a goal to make the Dean’s List 
at KU. After college, I plan to go to 
the school of pharmacy at KU. Then 
after that, I would like to start my 
career,” she said.
     Dewey stated that she sees herself 
married in 10 years.
     “In 10 years, I will hopefully be 
married and working as a pharma-
cist,” she said.
     Dewey shared that her salutato-
rian graduation speech focused on 
the past.
     “My speech focused on the past. 
I discussed old memories and ac-
complishments made by our class,” 
she said.

Senior Kylee Dewey will attend KU 
next year on a rowing scholarship.

    In May, students, faculty, and 
administration said goodbye to 
two of their long-time elementary 
school staff members. Syneva 
Mullins, Title I reading teacher, 
and Debbie Doebele, administra-
tive assistant, both retired after 
many years with USD 372.
     Mullins said she was enticed by 
a preschool Head Start teacher to 
become involved in education. She 
was 18-years-old and working for 
the Head Start program when she 
met the teacher. 
      “She was amazing, patient, 
kind and just a great teacher,” she 
explained.
     Mullins has worked at Silver 
Lake for 19 years. When she 
first came to the district, Mullins 
started teaching reading.  Reading 
has become her passion, and she 
said she loves it and will miss it 
very much. 
     She explained how all the 
students have affected her life 
through the years.
     “Every day the students reward 
me by how hard they work. They 
teach me how to teach and have 
helped me become a better person. 
They give me joy,” Mullins said.  
     She explained why reading at 
a younger age is important to the 
students.
     “Habits are formed early, and if 
they can form reading habits early, 
learning will be much easier. As a 
result, the students will be able to 

enjoy reading as a hobby and not a 
chore,” Mullins said.
     Ronda Pegram, principal, 
recognized Mullins’s contribution 
to the school.
     “Mrs. Mullins is an amazing 
reading teacher. She has impacted 
countless students throughout her 
career,” Pegram said.
     Mullins said she will miss all 
the staff and the students.
     “You couldn’t find a better staff 
to work with and be friends with,” 
she said.
     In particular, she said the two 
people she will miss most are Jodi 
Wall and Sandy Johnson because 
they have worked closely together 
and developed close friendships. 
     In retirement, Mullins said she 
plans on spending more time with 
her husband so they can travel, 
and she also wants to spend more 
time with her children and grand-
children.
     Debbie Doebele has worked at 
both the Silver Lake Junior/Senior 
High and the elementary school 
for a total of 28 years. Doebele 
started out in Lincoln, Neb. work-
ing at a State Farm Insurance 
company. When she got married, 
she moved to Silver Lake. After 
three jobs and kids, she came to 
work for the district.
     “I have enjoyed working at 
both schools, but changing schools 

Mullins, Doebele retire after decades of service
BY JENNAH RIDDER 
JUNIOR HIGH WRITER

presented a real difference for 
me,” she said.
     Over the years, she said she has 
learned how to use the computers 
and Power School and work with 
state reports. She said another 
important aspect of her job that 
was really important was keeping 
information confidential.
     Doebele said she has enjoyed 
each and every student who has 
come through the school. She said 
she will miss the kids and their 
personalities, and she will also 
miss the staff members she works 
with every day. 
      “I will miss the children most. 
They just are cute, but I don’t 
think the sixth-graders will want to 
be called cute so I will say I will 
miss their smiles,” she said. 
     Doebele said she will miss 
working with all the staff, faculty, 

administration, students and their 
families. 
     “I have thoroughly enjoyed 
working with all of the students 
who have come through the school 
in the years that I have been here 
and all the staff. I feel fortunate 
that the Good Lord put me in a 
place to work with a lot of great 
people and watch a lot of children 
grow up, and for that I am grate-
ful,” she said.
     Ronda Pegram, elementary 
principal, said Doebele has been 
an important part of the office.
     “I will miss her smile and up-
beat personality,” Pegram said.
     Doebele’s plans now are to 
catch up on reading, which she has 
not been able to do. 
     She said she would also like 
to go to the movies and do some 
traveling.

Syneva Mullins Debbie Doebele

Gail Naylor, debate and forensics coach and language arts teacher for 37 years, has retired as 
well. A feature article about her dedication to the district will appear on the school web site soon.
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SENIOR SUPERLATIVES

CLASS OF 2013 BEST LAUGH
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Jess Lewis Megan Lockwood

Austin McDonald Megan Warren

Jeffrey Torkelson Caity Renfro Garrett Wichman Courtney Priddy

Aaron Seele Taylor Hartner

Chris Johnston Shayla Miller

These results are based on 
72% of the senior class’s 

votes.

BEST SMILE

Drives a gray 2004 Ford Mustang.
“The Stang reminds me of Bruce off of 
‘Finding Nemo,’ so I named him Bruce. 
He is pretty fast, too!” -Courtney 
Priddy

Drives a black, 1985 Chevy Corvette.
“My car is awesome because it’s faster 
than Courtney Priddy’s car.” -Garrett 
Wichman

“The time during high school where I couldn’t 
stop laughing the most is when Courtney peed 
her pants!” -Shayla Miller

 “Jeff can be 
ornery some-
times, but I 
think he has a 
real passion for 
art; and I love 
having Caity in 
class because 
she is quiet and 
a very hard 
worker.” -Tif-
fany Wiles, art 
teacher

MOST ARTISTIC

Drawing by 
Jeffrey Torkelson

Drawing by 
Caity Renfro

“Megan was friends with everyone. She always 
made an effort to say ‘hi’ or smile at anyone who 
walked her way.” -Morgan Mahana

“Austin always brings a smile to your face be-
cause of his sincere kindness. He is always the 
first to say ‘Hello’ and the last to say ‘Goodbye.’ 
He is a true caregiver and is someone that ev-
eryone needs in their life.” -Mackenzie Freeman

My favorite people 
to follow are...

1) Maestra
2) Big Booty Probs
3) Steve Stiffler

My favorite people to 
follow are...

1) Chris Johnston
2) Morgan Mahana
3) Aaron Seele

“One of the funniest things that I couldn’t stop 
laughing about happened when we were all at 
CJ’s ‘hill’ and we were making kids run for not 
showing up to weights. I did a 360 in my El 
Camino when we showed up. When we were 
leaving, Shane Wilson thought that he could 
show me up and so he burned out his dad’s Ex-
plorer and lost control of it. He drove right into 
a ditch full of water and mud and there was no 
way he could get out. He had to climb out the 
window to get out. It took Blake Baird’s truck to 
pull him out.” -Chris Johnston



FUNNIEST

BIGGEST
DAREDEVIL

BEST DRESSED

MOST STUDIOUS

MOST 
LIKELY TO 

BECOME 
PRESIDENT

Austin Francis Casey Kelly Cohner DeShazo Claire Grant

Drew Lamprecht Elizabeth Johnson Cole Trammel Alexis Campbell

Aaron Biswell Patricia Bahm Tyler Brown Ashley Webb

MOST 
SARCASTIC

“It takes me about an hour and 
fifteen minutes to get ready ev-

ery morning!” -Claire Grant

“It takes me a grueling 15 minutes to 
look THIS good.”-Cohner DeShazo

“My favorite class was Spanish! I want 
to travel the world thanks to this class, 
and I enjoy learning about people from 
other places.” -Ashley Webb

“I usually just do all of my assignments 
and study a little bit before the test and 
I end up doing well. My favorite subject 
is biology, which is what I plan on doing 
in college.” -Tyler Brown 

“I usually say sarcastic things 
because it’s often the first 
thing that comes to my mind 
and I like to keep people on 
their toes,” -Elizabeth Johnson

“If I became president the first thing that I 
would do would be lower the drinking age 
to 18 years old and allow people 18+ to buy 
handguns” -Alexis Campbell

“The first thing that I would do as president 
would be celebrate with lots of soda!” -Cole 
Trammel

“Austin Francis is a character because he con-
stantly was flattering me. Every day he would 
come into class and say ‘You’re the most beauti-
ful lady I’ve ever seen’ or something along the 
lines of that. It never failed to make me chuckle.” 
-Gail Naylor, English teacher
“I’ve known Casey for a long time, and I think 
that she has a unique sense of humor. I believe 
that it is this unique angle that earned her the 
title of funniest in her grade.” -Jamie Manhart, 
journalism teacher

“To me, I think that being a daredevil means 
taking chances even if it means not knowing 
the outcome and to live your life to its fullest 
extent.” -Patricia Bahm

“Being a daredevil means that the word ‘con-
sequences’ is not in your vocabulary.” -Aaron 
Biswell

“Enough said”



MOST CHANGED SINCE FRESHMAN YEAR

MOST LIKELY TO CHANGE THE WORLD

MOST LIKELY TO BECOME A MILLIONARE MOST ATHLETIC

MOST SCHOOL SPIRIT

Matt Holder Karlee Fischer

Peter Pfannenstiel Mackenzie Freeman

Dallas Maddox Morgan Mahana

Ian Kalas Lydia Carol

Blake Baird Kylee Dewey

MOST LIKELY TO GRADUATE

What his classmates think he 
would do with his money...

What her classmates think she 
would do with her money...

What he would really do...
“I would invest it and 
earn a billion!”- Matt 

Holder

What she would really do...

• Mackenzie played vol-
leyball her freshman year 
and has participated in both 
track and basketball all four 
years.
• She drinks orange G2 or 
red Powerade and one piece 
of gum before every game.
• She owns four pairs of 
basketball shoes to choose 
from to play in, and two 
pairs are vibrantly colored!
• She signed with Illinois 
State University to play 
women’s basketball starting 
the fall of 2013.

• Peter played football, 
basketball, and baseball 
all four years in his high 
school career.
• He has to have his 
uniform and gear packed 
neatly the night before a 
game.
• He doesn’t ever sleep on 
the bus on the way to a 
game, or else he thinks 
he plays badly.
• He will be attending 
Washburn University in 
the fall of 2013 to play 
football.

“I would first donate part of it to 
charity, then make sure that my 

parents would have a comfortable 
retirement.  I would make sure 
all my student debts were paid 

off and with what was left over, I 
would buy shoes!” -Karlee Fischer

“She would spend it on 
cows.”-Braden Robinson

“He would buy a golf 
course.”-Cole Trammel

“He better give it to me... 
or else.” -Shane Wilson

“She’d give it away to people 
in need and charities.” 

-Kylee Dewey
“He’d go and buy some 

more Verve!”-Claire Grant

“I am planning on at-
tending Washburn come 
the fall of 2013. I want to 
see what’s out there, but 
whatever I end up doing, 
it will be what I love and 
I will do it with passion. 
I want to help as many 
people as possible in my 
lifetime. I have no regrets, 
and I know I never will.” 
-Ian Kalas

“I am attending school 
in Sydney, Australia to 
study music and ministry. 
Ever since I can remem-
ber, I have wanted to 
sing and play music. I 
didn’t think that I could 
do it until I was about 15 
when I sang my first solo. 
From that point, I just 
fell in love with it. Now I 
need to sing like I need to 
breathe.” Lydia Carroll


