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Valedictorians take learning to new heights By Allexis 
Bahner 
Newspaper 
Staff

     This year’s valedictorians 
are planning for the future. 
     Valedictorians include 
Keith Nagy, Jade Mountain, 
Josh Dallman, and Brady 
Snook.
     Nagy expressed why he 
thought he would be a vale-
dictorian.
     “It has always been a goal 
of mine to be at the top of my 
graduating class, so this is 
very fulfilling,” he said. 
     Nagy explained after high 
school he will attend George 
Washington University in 
Washington, D.C. 
     There, he will major in 
political science and minor in 
public policy. 
     “Subsequently, I’ll prob-
ably attend law school to be-
come a civil rights attorney,” 
he said. 
     In addition to being vale-
dictorian, he will also earn his 

associate’s degree in general 
studies this summer. 
     Nagy has taken 61 college 
credit hours over the last three 
years.  
     “I have taken courses in 
lots of different fields. My 
favorite class was an Intro to 
Political Science class that I 
took last fall. 
     “Besides that, I’m cur-
rently enrolled in General 
Psychology, Principles of 
Biology, and Theater Ap-
preciation to name a few,” he 
stated. 
     Nagy shared why he 
thought it was important to 
graduate high school with an 
advanced degree. 
     “During the summer be-
fore my junior year, I decided 
to take an online class through 
Allen [County] just to en-
hance my resumé a little bit. 
After that, I consulted with 
my parents, and I decided that 
I wanted to try and actually 
get enough college credits for 

an associate’s degree. 
     “George Washington Uni-
versity has informed me that 
all my credits will transfer, so 
I will likely only have to do 
three years of undergraduate 
study instead of four,” he said.
     Nagy shared something 
he will miss 
about high 
school. 
     “The 
thing I will 
miss most 
about high 
school will 
be spending 
time with 
the people 
who I have 
been around 
since kindergarten,” he stated. 
     Mountain explained how 
she achieved valedictorian 
status. 
     “I have always taken pride 
in my work and have had a 
good work ethic,” she said. 
     Mountain stated she will 

take a summer class at Kansas 
State University, then in 
the fall she will study pre-
pharmacy at the University of 
Kansas. 
     After two years of pre-
pharmacy, she will apply to 
the KU School of Pharmacy.

     Mountain 
expressed 
what she 
will miss the 
most about 
high school. 
     “[I will 
miss] sports 
and the 
friendships 
I have built 
through high 
school,” she 

said. 
     Dallman offered words of 
wisdom for his fellow seniors. 
     “My advice for my class 
would be: don’t be afraid of 
the next step.  
     “Whatever it may be [that] 
you are pursuing, make sure 

your heart is in it. If you’re 
not passionate about it, is it 
really worth it?” he stated. 
     Dallman shared one part 
about high school he will miss 
the most.  
     “Most of all, I [will] miss 
seeing my friends so often. 
     “I have made some amaz-
ing friendships while in high 
school, and I hope they don’t 
end, even if we are all going 
our separate ways,” he said. 
     Dallman stated after high 
school he plans to attend KSU 
to major in bioengineering, 
and then take courses to pre-
pare him to get into medical 
school.  
     He will then study anesthe-
siology at medical school. 
     Snook shared how he feels 
about being valedictorian. 
     “I feel good about it. It 
makes me feel like my hard 
work has paid off,” he said. 
     Snook stated he plans on 
attending KU to major in 
petroleum engineering.

     Snook explained what he 
will miss the most about high 
school. 
     “My friends. I will miss 
them, especially some of the 
underclassmen I have got to 
know,” he said. 
     Along with the 48 seniors 
from the Class of 2018, Junior 
EmmaRae Hubener will also 
be graduating. 
     Hubener expressed why 
she wanted to graduate a year 
early. 
     “I chose to graduate a year 
early because I wanted to get 
a head start,” she stated. 
     She shared her plans for 
after she graduates. 
     “I am going to go to school 
to become a radiologist and 
that will be around eight years 
of college. 
     “I will be attending Wash-
burn University for the first 
part of my schooling starting 
this summer,” she said. 
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“It has always 
been a goal of 

mine...”
-Keith Nagy
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Keeping Up With the Results
By Ethan 
Clark
Staff Writer

Kaidon Kruger received honorable mention at state for this 
sports photo of Senior Keenan Baird.

Junior Abby Pressgrove displays her winning artwork. (Photo 
provided)

Reviewing choir, forensics, journalism, league art

     Over the past two months, 
forensics, choir, art, and jour-
nalism contests have occured. 
Students didn’t walk away 
empty-handed.
     May 3 marked the start of 
state competition for forensics 
students. After two days, Sil-
ver Lake emerged with some 
titles. Senior Keith Nagy was 
a state champion in Extemp. 
for his third year in a row. He 
also took second in Oration. 
     Senior Faith Scheibmeir 
was a state champion in 
Lincoln-Douglas Debate 
and placed third in Extemp. 
Sophomore Anna Schuckman 
medaled fifth in Prose. Fresh-
man Kayla Brannick received 
eighth in Extemp., and Senior      
Claire Austin placed ninth in 
Informative and Oration.
     Some honorable mentions 
included Freshman Dylan 
Wiles who placed in the top 
20 in Poetry, Senior Miranda 
Graf who placed in the top 
20 in Dramatic Interpretation, 
and Schuckman who finished 
in 13th place in Humorous 
Interpretation. Sophomores 
Santana Raub and Catie Beam 
competed at Festival and 
received a I and a II, respec-
tively.
     Debate and Forensics 
Coach Michelle Taylor 
discussed what she thought 
her students learned from this 
year’s competition.
     “...the value of prepara-
tion. All of the kids worked 
extremely hard for this 
tournament and it showed in 
their performances. Everyone 
had a really good weekend, 
and even though we just 
missed trophies, fifth place is 
something to be really proud 
of!” she said.
      Brannick shared what 

she was proudest of after the 
competition.
     “Mostly, I am proud of 
how much I have improved 
throughout the season because 
my speeches at the beginning 
of the year got scores of 15. 
But after state, I received the 
highest score of 25,” she said.
     Choir’s been especially 
hard at work in the past few 
months. On April 18, State 
Large Group performed at 
Louisburg and received a I, 
a II, and a II, making their 
overall score a II.
     High School and Junior 
High Choir Director Tonya 

McGough shared what she 
thought was key to perform-
ing well at state.
     “The Silver Lake Choirs 
are made up of high achieving 
individuals who are willing 
to be molded into exceptional 
performers and musicians.   
They are interested in becom-
ing top notch musicians and 
that is one of the major con-
tributing factors in their suc-
cess.  The desire to do well is 
an important quality because 
it gives us a level of caring 
and passion toward what we 
are trying to accomplish as a 
cohesive singing group,” she 
said.
     On April 28, choir 
wrapped up its season 

with small group and solo 
performances. Select choir, 
woman’s ensemble, and men’s 
ensemble received one’s all 
across the board. Soloists 
Senior Olivia English and 
Sophomore Logan Matzke 
also received I’s.
     Choir concluded on May 8 
with its final spring concert.
McGough shared how she 
felt next year’s competitions 
will go.
     “Every year we graduate 
valuable talent, but the talent 
continues to fill in from the 
lower grades. I have always 
been amazed at the talent pool 

at Silver Lake. As long as 
there are students who love 
music and are not afraid to 
work, we will continue our 
success,” she said.
     On April 23, 16 pieces of 
art submitted by Silver Lake 
students were judged at Rock 
Creek. The students who 
participated include Fresh-
man Jeremiah McRoberts; 
Sophomore Nathan Wy-
more; Juniors Macey Clark, 
Samantha Ortiz, and Abby 
Pressgrove; and Seniors Jade 
Mountain, Ian Todd, and 
Cassie Johnston. 
     Placers included Press-
grove in second place for 
the “Pen and Ink” category, 
Mountain took second in the 

“Colored Pencil” category 
and third in the “Oil Painting” 
category.
     Tiffany Munz, high school 
art teacher, talked about 
why she thought art-related 
contests were important to 
art-focused students.
     “It’s often helpful to re-
ceive multiple points of view 
about your work, rather than 
just the teacher’s opinion,” 
she said.
     Munz shared what she was 
proudest of in terms of her 
students.
      “I am exceedingly proud 
of all of our students. We have 
one of the smallest schools 
at the competition, but we 
always do very well when we 
look at the number of pieces 
we brought and students that 
competed compared to how 
many medals and honorable 
mentions we received,” she 
said.
     Pressgrove, whose art-
work  was voted the “student 
choice” favorite by her fellow 
competitors at a recent work 
shop, shared how she felt after 
she learned she won.
     “I was happy that everyone 
enjoyed it because I worked 
hard on it,” she said.
     Pressgrove described her 
piece as a picture of a man 
standing behind a fence, but 
drawn using only words.
     Journalism students remain 
hard at work, but their state 
and regional seasons have 

ended. At regionals, Junior 
Kennedy Kats was third in 
copy editing, news writing 
and student life photography, 
and received honorable men-
tion in sports photography. 
Sophomore Taylor Burkhardt 
achieved second place in 
infographics and honorable 
mention in yearbook copy 
writing and advertising. 

     Sophomore Allexis Bahner 
was regional champ in feature 
writing. Sophomore Kaidon 
Kruger placed second in both 
academic photography and 
sports photography. Freshman 
Ellington Hogle was regional 
champ in yearbook layout and 
second in sports writing. 
     Hogle also placed second 
in yearbook theme and 
development with Burkhardt. 
Freshman Reagan Money was  
regional champ in cutline 
writing and received honor-
able mention in sports writing, 
while fellow Freshman Kyla 
Hay placed third in yearbook 

copy writing and yearbook 
theme development and 
graphics, as well as honorable 
mention in sports writing.
     However, Silver Lake stu-
dents fell flat during state with 
the only bright spot being 
Kruger’s honorable mention 
in sports photography.
     Jamie Manhart, high 
school journalism teacher, 

weighed in on the results of 
state.
     “Although there was some 
disappointment, I told the 
students that regional and 
state competition is really 
just a small, small percent-
age of what they accomplish 
throughout the year,” she said.
     Kruger said he was a more 
well-versed photographer 
after competing.
     “I had to work harder on 
these pictures, so I think I got  
a little more experience and 
knowledge that will help me 
be a better photographer,” he 
said.



Feature 3

Faculty changes in full swing for upcoming school year

“I am also going to miss 
the students I taught 

and coached...” 
-David Schooler

David Schooler
Photo by Reagan Money

Loretta Chester
Photo by Reagan Money

Mark Workman
Photo by Maddie Field

coaching position, with his 
replacement yet to be an-
nounced.
     Workman continues to 
support Silver Lake.
     “I wish you all the best. 
GO LAKE,” he said.
     Hillary Lott, current spe-
cial education teacher, will be 
taking over Workman’s junior 
high and high school physical 
education classes next year.
Lott’s replacement will be                

Rick Horton, a former Eagle, 
who is currently a special 
education teacher at USD 
330.
     In the junior high wing, 
David Schooler, science 
teacher and junior high track 

coach at Silver Lake for 12 
years, will be relocating to 
Royal Valley High School to 
work as their assistant high 
school principal and athletic 
director.
     Schooler shared what he 
will miss most about working 
in the Silver Lake school 
district.
      “I am going to miss my 
colleagues, both teachers and 
coaches that I have worked 

with and learned so much 
from over the years. I am also 
going to miss the students that 
I taught and coached and the 
connections that I was able to 
easily form with families in 
the Silver Lake community,” 

he said.
     Trish Backman, special 
education teacher at Sil-
ver Lake for 14 years, has 
accepted a position at the 
Kansas Juvenile Correctional 
Complex for next year.
     Backman explained the 
type of work she will be 
involved with at her new 
location.
     “I will be working to cre-
ate a therapeutic classroom 
setting for students who have 
mental health issues and are 
incarcerated. I will be coor-
dinating services with social 
workers, case managers and 
community transitional staff 
to help these students experi-
ence success not only while 
they are incarcerated, but also 
when they return to their com-
munities,”  she said.
     Backman shared what she 
is most looking forward to 
with her new job.
     “As a teacher, one of the 
most important things I think 

     USD 372 will experience 
quite a few changes next 
school year. Teachers in the 
district will be retiring, swap-
ping positions, and relocating. 
     Mark Workman, high 
school conditioning and  
junior high physical educa-
tion and health teacher, has 
decided to retire from his 
position after 25 years.
     He shared why he decided 
to retire this year.
     “I've enjoyed the job. 
However, life is also full of 
great experiences outside of 
work like family, friends, and 
hobbies. It’s time for me to go 
enjoy a freedom of time,” he 
explained.
     Workman will also be 
retiring  from his head softball 

I can do is to be a role model  
and a learner. I will have many 
new technologies and systems 
to learn. I am also excited to 
be able to work at a setting 
where I have taught before. I 
also look forward to building 
relationships with the people 
who are there doing their best 
to make the world a better 
place for hard-to-reach youth,” 
she explained. 
     Lacey Peters, elementary 
special education teacher, 
will be working in the Blue 
Springs R-IV School District 
at Thomas Ultican Elementary 
this upcoming school year.
Peters’ replacement will be 
Sara Corbin.
     USD 372 has also hired an 
addtitional counselor/social 
worker, Macey Gooden, who 
will be working with pre-
school-eighth grade students 
starting at the beginning of 
next school year.
     Gooden currently works 
with Three Lakes Cooperative 

in Lyndon.
     Sandra Liggatt, current 
counselor for preschool-12th 
grade, will now work with 
only ninth through 12th 
graders. 
     Loretta Chester has been 
teaching preschool at Silver 
Lake for 26 years and is 
retiring. 
     Holly Hoeffner will be 
Chester’s replacement. She 
currently works at USD 343 
as a pre-K teacher.
     Chester shared what she 
will miss about working in 
the school.
     “There are many things 
I will miss about work-
ing in the school; a hug, 
just because; the glow on a 
child’s face when they have 
built a castle with blocks, 
and their laughter when we 
sing a funny song,” Chester 
explained. 
     Chester said why she 
made the decision to retire 
this year.
     “I decided to retire this 
year because my daughter 
lives on the East Coast 
with her husband and two 
daughters, and I want to 
spend more time with them 
before they are grown, so 
I plan on living with them 
for a time. I think the thing I 
am most looking forward to 
about retirement is traveling, 
spending time with friends, 
and reading lots of good 
books,” Chester said. 

By Reagan 
Money 
Staff Writer



Sports 4

Photos by Allexis Bahner, 
Taylor Burkhardt, Ethan Clark, 
and Maddie Field

Freshman Sidney Kuhn

Senior Josh Dallman Freshman Caige Cromer

Senior Trent Byers Sophomore Dusty Swain

Junior Christian Stoner 
and Senior Sam Kowach

Junior Hallie 
Hay

Sophomore Lexi Cobb

Silver Lake Baseball Team at Kauffman Stadium
Photo by Allexis Bahner

Athletes work hard to wrap up regular season
By Kennedy 
Kats
Newspaper 
Editor

     (Statistics based on num-
bers as of May 11)
     While classes may be 
winding down this month, 
spring sports are just 
picking up. During the 17 
victories for the softball 
team, the Lady Eagles have 
pounded out 34 home runs. 
That breaks the school re-
cord of 31, set by last year’s 
squad. 
     Sophomore Daryn 
Lamprecht, catcher, has hit 
many of these home runs, 
with 12 so far. She shared 
what she will remember the 
most from this season.
     “My favorite memory 
from this season has been 
when the team hit nine 
home runs against Riley 
County,” she said. 
     Eight other teammates 
have also had the fortune 
of slamming it out of the 
park. Junior Hallie Hay, first 
baseman, has hit five home 
runs so far. Hay described 
why she thinks the team has 

been so successful lately.
     “Because we all work hard 
during the summer and in the 
fall season,” she said.
     Hay explained what she 
thinks the team needs to im-
prove on for post season.
     “We need to not listen to 
things the fans yell at us and 
be more confident,” Hay said.
     Senior Mikayla Smith 
explained what she will 
remember the most about her 
senior year.
      “[My favorite memory is] 
when Hallie plowed into the 
second baseman while run-
ning to second,” Smith said.
     She shared what she will 
miss the most about playing 
high school softball.
     “Playing catch every day 
with Bethanie Hogle because 
she’s been my best friend and 
throwing partner all four years 
of high school,” she said.
     Smith will continue her 
softball career at Johnson 
County Community College 
next year.
     Softball is not the only 
sport breaking records, as 
Sophomore Grace North has 
broken her own school record 
for girls’ pole vault from last 

year, not once, but twice so 
far.
     North’s current record 
is 10 feet and 3 inches. She 
shared her favorite track event 
to compete in, as well as what 
she has improved on this 
season.
     “My favorite event is prob-
ably the 200 because it’s not 
a full lap around the track. I 
have improved on my starts, 
and I’m working on improv-
ing in all my events,” North 
said. 
      Track athletes have been 
working hard to prepare for 
post season and shared their 
goals for the next few weeks. 
      Junior Tristen Stoner 
placed fifth last year in 
javelin. Stoner said he has 
practiced almost every day 
this season and worked on his 
flexibility in order to be even 
more successful this time 
around. He shared what he 
hopes to achieve at state. 
    “My goal is to place top 
three, and if not then be able 
to make it onto the podium,” 
he said.
     Senior Mason Jones placed 
seventh in the 4x1 and 11th in 
the 4x8 at state last year. He 

explained which event 
is his favorite to run.
     “My favorite event 
is the 4x400 because  
the atmosphere and 
excitement is better 
than any other event. 
     “My goal is to 
make it to state in at 
least three events and 
place in at least two of 
them at state,” Jones 
said.
     Junior Jason Schro-
eder said he enjoys the 
4x8 the most because 
of the team comradery. 
He explained his goals 
for post season.
     “My goal is to get 
to state in the 4x800 
and two mile and also 
finish top eight in 
both of those events at 
state,” Schroeder said.
      North shared what 
she looks forward 
to most about post 
season.
     “My goals for post 
season are catching 
up on all the sleep 
I missed because of 
workouts and to get 
faster,” North stated.
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Scoreboard as of 5/11/18
Softball Baseball

Track

Boys’ Golf
April 23 - Silver Lake Invitational @ 
Lake Shawnee (V)
Team Score of 418 (5th place)
Dusty Swain    96
Alex Holder   98

April 24 at @ Village Greens hosted 
by Jeff West (V)
 Drew Sharpe 90 (9th Place)

April 24 @ Rossville (JV)
Josh Gordon 51 (9th Place)

May 1 - Rossville Invitational @ St. 
Marys 
Alex Holder   94   (8th place)
Drew Sharpe   105
Caige Cromer   106
Dusty Swain   112
Joseph Jordan   119
Josh Gordon   133
Team Score of 417

League - May 8 @ Stagg Hill
Drew Sharpe 98 (7th Place)
Team Score of 420 (3rd Place)

Regionals - May 14 @ Council 
Grove Golf Club
State Golf - May 21 

April 20 @ Wamego Tournament (JV)
SL - 5, Shawnee Heights - 2
SL - 11, Riley County - 5
April 21 vs. Wamego @ Kauffman 
Stadium
SL - 12, Wamego - 6
April 23 @ Wamego Tournament (JV)
Game 1: SL - 6 St. Marys Academy - 1
Game 2: SL - 12 St. Marys Academy - 2 
April 24 @ Holton (V)
Game 1: SL 7 Holton 0  (forfeit)
Game 2: SL 7 Holton 0  (forfeit)
 April 26 @ Rossville (V)
Game 1: SL - 18 Rossville - 3  (in 4 
innings)
Game 2: SL - 15 Rossville - 4  (in 5 
innings)
April 27 @ Home (JV)
Game 1: SL - 15 Rossville - 1
Game 2: SL - 3 Rossville - 2
April 30 @ Sabetha (V)
Game 1: SL - 3 Sabetha - 11
Game 2: SL - 9 Sabetha - 6
May 1 @ Home (JV)
Game 1: SL - 15 Sabetha 0 (3 inings)
Game 2: SL - 6 Sabetha - 7
May 3&4 @ Rock Creek (V)
Game 1: SL - 3 Rock Creek - 0 
Game 2: SL - 1 Rock Creek - 11
May 7 @ Jeff West (JV)
Game 1: SL - 1 Jeff West - 9
Game 2: SL - 6 Jeff West - 2
May 9 @ Home (V)
Game 1: SL - 2 Jeff West - 1
Game 2: SL - 9 Jeff West - 11

Regionals - May 14 & 16 @ Home
State - May 24 & 25 @ Manhattan

April 20 @ St Marys (JV)
Game 1: SL - 6, St. Marys - 7
Game 2: SL - 17, St. Marys - 6 
April 24 – JV/Varsity @ Wamego
Varsity Game 1: 9-8
Varsity Game 2: 11-1
JV Game 1: 16-1
JV Game 2: 1-3
April 26 @ Rossville (V)
Game 1: SL - 6, Rossville - 8
Game 2: SL - 8, Rossville - 13
April 27 @ Rossville (JV)
Game 1: SL - 8, Rossville - 2 
Game 2: SL - 15, Rossville - 1
April 30 - JV/Varsity @ Home
Varsity Game 1: SL-12, Sabetha-1
Varsity Game 2: SL-12, Sabetha-2
JV Game 1: SL - 15, Sabetha - 0
JV Game 2: SL - 19, Sabetha - 4
May 4 @ Rock Creek (V)
Game 1: SL - 11 Rock Creek - 0
Game 2: SL - 7 Rock Creek - 2
May 5 @ Holton (JV)
SL - 4, Seaman - 13
SL - 20, Basehor-Linwood - 4
SL - 17,  Rock Creek - 3
May 7 @ Home (V)
Game 1: SL - 9, Oskaloosa - 0
Game 2: SL - 5, Oskaloosa - 2

Regionals - May 14 & 15 @ 
Sabetha
State - May 24 & 25 @ 
Manhattan

April 20 @ Rossville
Varsity Girls - Lyndsey Vande Velde – 1st in long jump, 
Macey Clark – 1st in discus, Grace North – 1st in pole 
vault
Grace broke her own school record with a vault of 
10’3”
JV Girls - First as a team
Varsity Boys - First as a team -  Caleb Schwarz – 1st in 
pole vault,   Jason Schroeder, Caleb Kats, Drew Calder-
wood, Gable Howerton - 1st in 4x8
JV Boys - Tanner Wade – 1st in 110-meter hurdles,
Nathan Boyden – 1st in long jump,  Kaidon Kruger – 1st 
in shot put,  Jordan Mountain – 1st in high jump
April 24 @ Silver Lake 
Varsity Girls  - Lyndsey Vande Velde – 1st in long jump,  
Grace North – 1st in pole vault,  Macey Clark – 1st in 
discus
JV Girls  -  Aubrey Bahner, Macey Koelliker, Mary Kate 
Gerber, Anna Ruby – 1st in 4x8
Varsity Boys - First as a team 
Wyatt Heiman – 1st in 100,  Kyler Kaniper – 1st in triple 
jump,  Logan Matzke – 1st in 300M hurdles,  Keenan 
Baird – 1st in javelin,  Sam Kowach, Christian Stoner, 
Mason Jones, Wyatt Heiman - 1st in 4x1
JV Boys - Caleb Kats, Drew Calderwood, Gabe TenEyck, 
Josiah Ross - 1st in 4x8
April 26 @ Santa Fe Trail (JV)
Peyten Crump – 1st in 100, 1st in 200,  Sidney Kuhn – 
1st in High Jump,  Macey Koelliker – 1st in 400
Drew Henderson – 1st in 300-meter hurdles,  Jon 
Rakestraw – 1st in pole vault,  Nathan Boyden – 1st in 
triple jump
April 27 @ St. Marys (V)
Grace North – 1st in pole vault,  Lyndsey Vande Velde – 
1st in long jump,
Boys - 1st as a team
Logan Matzke – 1st in 110-meter hurdles,  Sam Kowach 
– 1st in 300-meter hurdles, 1st in pole vault
May 4 @  Hummer Park (V) - Macey Clark - 2nd in 
discus, Grace North - 3rd in pole vault, Lyndsey Vande-
Velde, Grace North, Saylor Steele, and Saige Steele - 3rd 
in 4x1
Keenan Baird - 2nd in javelin, Kyler Kaniper, Gabe 
TenEyck, Gable Howerton, and Mason Jones - 3rd in 
4x8, Sam Kowach, Christian Stoner, Logan Matzke, and 
Wyatt Heiman - 2nd in 4x1, Sam Kowach - 2nd in 300 
hurdles, Logan Matzke - 3rd in 300 hurdles
League - May 10 @ Riley County (V) - Grace North 
- 1st in pole vault, Wyatt Heiman - 1st in high jump, 
Gideon Remer - 1st in shot put, Keenan Baird - 1st in 
javelin, Sam Kowach, Christian Stoner, Logan Matzke, 
and Wyatt Heiman - 1st in 4x1, Mason Jones, Jason 
Schroeder, Kyler Kaniper, and Gabe TenEyck - 1st in 4x8
Boys - 1st as a team
Regionals - May 18 @ St. Marys
State - May 25 & 26 @ Wichita

Congrats to those seniors who are continuing 
their athletic careers in college: Katie Fischer 
- Neosho County (Cheer), Marissa Bates - 
Pittsburg State (Volleyball), Mikayla Smith 
- Johnson County (Softball), Macey Koelliker 
- Highland (Cheer), Josh Boyd - Truman State 
(Football), Will Boyd - Illinois County 
(Baseball), and Gable Howerton - Barton 
County (Wrestling)
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Check out our school website for 
more scores and updates!

www.silverlakeschools.org

Senior Katie Fischer
Photo by Ella Baird
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“It ain’t no lie, bye bye bye” to the seniors

Cale Adams Claire Austin Keenan Baird Joshua Biswell Cheyenne Bottom

Halie Bouton Joshua Boyd Will Boyd Trent Byers Ethan Cregan Nicholas Crump Joshua Dallman

Aubrey Dick Olivia English Peyton Fergola Nicole Gerber Miranda Graf Tyler Griffin

Leah Gustafson Andrea Hoffen Bethanie Hogle Alex Holder Gable Howerton

Mason Jones

Cassie JohnstonEmmaRae Hubener

Katie Fischer

Marissa BatesOlivia Absher
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Good luck in all your future endeavors!

Photo by AllexisBahner

What is your favorite 
memory of high school?

Page and layout by 
Gracie Johnson

Bryce Kalas Samuel Kowach Shelli McDaniel Jade Mountain

Keith Nagy Lauren Newell Liz Perry Jordan Priddy

Alyssa Reeder Faith Scheibmeir Calen Schuckman Caleb Schwarz Mikayla Smith

Erica Strausbaugh Colton Swaim Ian Todd

“My favorite high school memory was 
celebrating decorating the football 
players’ houses on Thursday night 
before the Homecoming game the next 
day. It was a great way to make 
awesome memories with my friends, 
and I will cherish it forever.” 

- Shelli 
McDaniel 
“My favorite memory is any time 
with a team, be it band, golf, 
forensics, a play or a musical, it 
always made me happy to be a part 
of something bigger.”

- Leah Gustafson 
“My favorite memory from high school 
has probably been this semester when 
me, Keith, and Aubrey would just sit in 
the library and laugh at everything for no 
reason.” 

 -Colton Swaim

Perfect attendance...literally

Brady Snook

Austin Neff

Macey Koelliker

Shy’ane Stoner

     Senior Calen Schuckman 
achieved perfect attendance. 
Not just this year. Not just in 
high school. 
     Schuckman has not missed 
a day of school since he 
stepped into his Silver Lake 
kindergarten classroom in 
2005.
     Schuckman explained how 
he felt about this rare feat.
     “I feel like my accomplish-
ment is something that may 

not mean anything to anyone, 
but myself. However, I am 
still very happy I achieved it,” 
Schuckman said.
     He shared how he achieved 
this goal.
     “I guess I just have a 
good immune system,”  he 
explanied. 
     Schuckman said his plans 
include attending the Univer-
sity of Kansas next year to 
study pharmacy. 
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Sharing education and pride

Photo by Kennedy Kats Photo by staffPhoto by Addison Hamilton

Kansas Commissioner of Education Randy Watson meets with First-
Grade Teacher Amy Davis and Superintendent Tim Hallacy.

Junior Ryan Slechta demonstrates to Sarah VenJohn, 
Winfield teacher and KTOY member, how to work the 
T-shirt press. 

Sophomore Taylor Burkhardt shares a laugh with Governor Jeff 
Colyer.

      The Silver Lake school 
district has received quite a 
bit of attention this school 
year, with visits from Dr. 
Randy Watson, the Kansas 
Commissioner of Education; 
Kansas Governor Jeff Colyer 
and his team which included 
Dr. Diane DeBacker, Execu-
tive Director of  Business and 
Education Innovation; as well 
as a majority of the Kansas 
Teacher of the Year team: 
Brad Weaver, Jennifer Dono-
van, Angie Powers, Megan 
Nagel, Sarah VenJohn, and 
Gil Still.
    Throughout the year, some 
students have had the chance 
to sit down and meet with 
visitors to the district. These 
visits gave the students a 
chance to share their ideas 
and discuss their different 
activities, such as the photo 
business, bank, T-shirt shop, 
etc.
     Junior Addison Hamilton 
shared what it was like to sit 
in on different focus groups.

     “Sitting in on some of the 
focus groups can be pretty 
stressful because you feel 
like you’re in a ‘hot seat.’ 
At times, I was at a loss for 
words. However, after the 
first time, they got easier, and 
almost fun,” she said. 
     She described what she 
wanted to share with the im-
portant people who visited.
     “I would hope that the 
school’s visitors would 
realize the opportunities that 
Silver Lake provides for its 
students. I have noticed that 
many other schools don’t of-
fer as much as ours, and I feel 
as if I am a step ahead of the 
rest by being involved in this 
school,” Hamilton explained.
     Superintendent Tim Hal-
lacy said that Silver Lake 
is full of “identity, tradition 
and expectations both within 
the schools and community,” 
with much support and 
engagement from the com-

munity towards its students 
and schools. He explained 
why he thinks Silver Lake has 
attracted so much attention 
from state officials.
    “Governor Colyer...Dr. 
Diane DeBacker, Education 
Commissioner Dr. Watson and 
Senator Laura Kelly’s visits 
were all connected to the 
changes that are taking place 
at all levels of education. 
     “Over the next 10 - 15 
years, you will begin to see 
some common themes and 
threads in the changes that are 
taking root in schools... 
     “Schools will begin to 
resemble modern workplaces 
with real-world opportunities 
attached to schools’ cur-
riculum so students can apply 
knowledge and skills learned 
as well as use them as creative 
outlets...” Hallacy stated.
     DeBacker shared why the 
governor’s team decided  to 
visit Silver Lake.

     “Governor Colyer’s visit 
to Silver Lake High School 
was part of his tour of schools 
throughout Kansas to listen to 
students and engage them in 
conversations about educa-
tion. Governor Colyer is par-
ticularly interested in hearing 
from students about what they 
like about their current educa-
tion, what we (as a state) can 
do better to meet the needs 
of students, and what he can 
personally do to make Kansas 
the #1 state for education.  
     “Silver Lake High School 
was chosen because it con-
tinually excels in all areas – 
academics, activities, teacher 
and staff recognition, and the 
leadership of Superintendent 
Hallacy,” DeBacker stated.
     She shared the impression 
the governor’s team got from 
the district.
     “Governor Colyer and his 
staff were impressed by the 
innovative programs such 
as the journalism class we 
visited and also by the other 
programs discussed such as 
the school garden, the early 
learning programs in coding, 
and the generosity of students 
with fundraisers for students 
and families in need. It was 
obvious that the Silver Lake 
community embraces and 
values the schools,” she said.
     Watson shared his impres-
sion from when he toured the 

By Kennedy Kats and 
Gracie Johnson
Newspaper Editors

elementary and high school 
with Hallacy.
    “My visit to Silver Lake 
was excellent! There was so 
much exciting learning going 
on in a variety of classrooms. 

It was evident that teachers 
had spent a great deal of time 
thinking and planning on how 
best to engage students in 
learning,” Watson stated.
     Silver Lake’s own Jamie 
Manhart, high school jour-
nalism teacher, has been a 
part of the KTOY team this 
school year. Between January 
and May, the KTOY team 
members had the opportunity 
to visit each other’s school 
districts for professional 
development. Silver Lake was 
the last of the eight visits. 
     Manhart shared what 
it meant to her to have the 
KTOY team visit on May 4.
     “Our team has become 
very close this year, and to be 

able to actually show them 
what I have been talking 
about for months in terms of 
our amazing teachers, stu-
dents, and administrators was 
a little surreal. I am so proud 
of our district and proud of 
the team I am on. It was cool 
to see those two worlds col-
lide,” Manhart said.
     Nagel, a sixth-grade lan-
guage arts and science teacher 
from Newton, described her 
thoughts on the district.
     “I loved Silver Lake. As 
we walked through the halls 
of Silver Lake’s schools you 
could tell that students were 
connected to both their peers 
and the school. I loved watch-
ing the faces of the students 
light up as they talked about 
their real-life learning. 
     “Everyone from the jour-
nalism staff to the T-shirt shop 
to the banner makers showed 
such pride in their craft. It 
was amazing to see all the 
opportunities that were avail-
able to the students of Silver 
Lake,” Nagel explained.
     Powers, a high school 
language arts and AVID 
teacher in Olathe, shared what 
impressed her on her recent 
visit.
     “One of my favorite as-
pects of your district was the 
outside classroom. The struc-
ture itself was impressive—
but what really impressed me 
is the vision that it took to see 
its possibility!” Powers said.

Dr. Diane DeBacker

Watson, Powers, Weaver, Manhart, Deputy Commissioner Dale Dennis, 
Kansas Teacher of the Year Sam Neill, Still, Donovan, Nagel and VenJohn 


