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     The high school journalism 
program will experience three 
exciting changes next year, 
including a printed newspaper, a 
photography business, and more 
of a social media presence.
     According to Jamie Man-
hart, journalism instructor, she 
recently met with Zach Ahrens, 
president and publisher of “The 
Topeka Capital-Journal.” Ahrens 
vision is to print newspapers 
of local Shawnee County high 
schools on a rotating basis.
     Manhart said Ahren alluded 
to printing six to seven editions 
of “The Eagle Times.” All high 
school students would receive 
printed copies of the currently 
online-only newspaper, and then 
“The Eagle Times” would be in-
serted into every “Topeka Capital 
Journal” newspaper as well.
     “It has been a long time since 
we have had a printed school 
newspaper, and I am excited 
about that possibility. Not only 
will it increase the readership of 

our current online newspaper, 
but it will increase the exposure 
of our student journalists. It’s 
cool to see your byline online, 
but there is just something 
about seeing your name in print 
that makes it more ‘official.’  
     “Not only will the talent of 
my writers and photographers 
be shared with a much wider 
audience, but the achievements 
of Silver Lake students will be-
come more publicized as well,” 
Manhart shared. 
    Junior Abby Brockmann, 
newspaper editor, is also look-
ing forward to the change.
        “I’m super excited to see 
the newspaper in print… Seeing 
everything in print and in the 
hands of students will be really 
neat to see. It will give us a 
real-life experience of having to 
hit a strict deadline to be pub-
lished in TCJ,” Brockmann said
     The TCJ will also be working 
on a student advisory board 
that will assemble students 

from all over Shawnee County 
high schools to meet and dis-
cuss news that affects teens.
     Next year, the journalism pro-
gram will also start a photogra-
phy business. The students will 
not only be taking junior high 
and senior high school portraits 
and sports team photos for the 
yearbook and for purchase, but 
they will also be marketing their 
business, advertising prices, 
setting rates, dealing with cus-
tomer service, packaging the 
photos when they come in, and 
distributing.
     “This seems like a big un-
dertaking, especially with how 
busy my students already are 
and how many projects we are 
currently juggling. However, I 
know it is the right thing to do 
because it is providing students 
with so many real-life skills that 
education is all about,” she said.
     The third change in the jour-
nalism department will deal 

(To see the article in its entirety, 
click here)

Journalism department shifts focus
By Crystal Foster

http://www.silverlakeschools.org/217313_3
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By Mackensie Haverkamp

Baseball
Track 
Sprinting to state

Sliding to victory
      The baseball team 
currently holds a record 
of 9-3, beating Holton, St. 
Marys, Marysville, Wa-
baunsee, and Wamego. 
   The JV team is 5-1, play-
ing various schools such as 
KC-Piper and other league 
teams.  
   Senior Kyler Womack 
shared what he believes 

sets this year’s team apart 
from past teams.
   “This team has great 
chemistry. Come to one 
of our practices and you 
would think we have 
striving comedians on the 
team. It is easy to play 
baseball with a bunch of 
your friends. Not every 
team I have played on has 

Softball
Returning champions x3  

   The softball girls are 
looking to extend their 
current status of being 
three time state champi-
ons. So far, their record 
is 7-3, winning against 
Seaman, Royal Valley, 
Hayden, St. Marys, and 

Wabaunsee. The JV team 
also holds a record of 7-3.  
   Senior Madison Wegner 
explained what her role is 
on the team this year.
   “My role on the team this 
year is to provide lead-
ership and to teach the 

   The track team has been 
experiencing  a record-break-
ing year. Thus far, the team 
has broken multiple school re-
cords, including the team boys 
discus, team boys javelin, and 
team boys long jump. Among 
the individual records broken 
is Senior Logan Wolfley who 
smashed the original javelin 
record with a throw of 210’6”. 
   Wolfley talked about why he 
thinks the team has been so 
successful. 
    “I think the reason we have 
been able to break so many 
records is because we all have 
a lot of determination and mo-

Golf
Draining the putt
   The boys’ golf team has 
gained a new  head coach, 
Kelby Brown. Brown has been 
teaching at Silver Lake for four 
years and is the girls’ assistant 
high school basketball coach.  
     He described how he thinks 
the season is going. 
   “The guys work very hard 
and are shooting scores that 
are improvements from last 

younger girls how to be soft-
ball savvy and play the game 
the right way,” she said. 
      The Lady Eagles have 
high expectations for this 
year’s season. Senior Brianna 
Womack talked about the 
teams’ goal for the season.
    “My goal as a team this 
year is just like any teams’ 
goal: I want to win state. I 
want for our team to im-
prove and work as one, ” 
Womack said. 

tivation to do so. Every week 
our goals as individuals are to 
do better than the previous 
week, and with that mindset, 
we are able to come together 
and break team records,” Wolf-
ley said. 
    Senior Taylor White ex-
pressed how she feels about 
this year’s team.
    “I’m expecting a lot from this 
year’s track team after com-
ing off of all our success last 
year (as state champions). My 
ultimate goal individually this 
season is to get back to the 
state tournment and as a team I 
would like to see us accomplish 

the success we had last year,” 
White said. 
   Upcoming meets are: May 5 
at Royal Valley, and May 6 at 
Hummer. The Mid-East League 
track meet is on May 12 at Silver 
Lake and regionals are on the 
following Friday.  
   Coach Loren Ziegler shared 
his thoughts on the rest of the 
season. 
   “Both the girls’ and boys’ 
teams are having excellent sea-
sons! And they both have great 
opportunity of winning league 
and regional meets, as well as 
place in the top five at state,” 
Ziegler said. 
   

had great chemistry. We 
love baseball and we love 
playing with each other,” 
Womack said. 
     The team has added 
a new member to the 
coaching staff, Tyler Seele, 
former Silver Lake baseball 
player. 
   Senior Taylor Martin 
talked about the benefits of 
having a third coach. 
   “Tyler has been a good 
addition to the coaching 
staff because he is young 
and brings a lot of energy 
to the team,” Martin said. 

 

year.  Our goal is to break 400 as 
a team, and we have come very 
close at several tournaments,” 
Brown said. 
   Varsity consists of Freshman 
Drew Sharpe, Sophomores Alex 
Holder and Keith Nagy, Juniors 
Tagen Lindstrom and Nathan 
Ruby, and Senior Josh Klein.   
   At the Santa Fe Trail tourna-
ment, Lindstrom placed in the 

top ten, finishing ninth. 
   Coach Brown explained 
what he expects from his 
team. 
   “I expect the boys to de-
velop knowledge of how to 
play the game and to always 
compete, whether it’s a good 
or bad day. To always try to 
enjoy what they do and have 
fun,” he said.

SILVer Lake traditions continue to be upheld
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CWhat have SLHS students learned from Twitter?C
By Abby Brockmann

Torey
@toreyburkhardt FOLLOWS YOU

Tweets LikessMedia

Follow

Kyler
@kylerwomack FOLLOWS YOU

Tweets LikessMedia

Follow

Erica 
@ericastrausbaugh FOLLOWS YOU

Tweets LikessMedia

Follow
Hunter
@hunterhowerton FOLLOWS YOU

Tweets LikessMedia

Follow

“I have learned many valuable life lessons from Twitter. First off, do NOT respond to Torey 
Burkhardt’s tweets if it doesn’t pertain to you, or you will get the block real quick. Next, avoid 

correcting someone’s grammar in a tweet if you can help it. That stuff can ruin friendships 
(temporarily). If they gramatically mess up REAL bad, ROAST THEM. Please, stop tweeting every 
ten seconds about the new episode of The Walking Dead, Teen Wolf, Grey’s Anatomy, etc. that 

you are watching. Lastly, I have learned to stay off Twitter during any and all of KU vs. KSU 
sporting events. It’s not even straight trash talk anymore. All it is, is both sides blaming both 

sides for complaining over the refs and what not. P.S. The ‘crying Jordan face’ is legendary and 
will forever be used to make fun of sport losses.”

I personally love Twitter. I’m on it about every time I 
check my phone. It’s a great way to keep up-to-date 

with what people are up to.

“I have learned that people aren’t scared to say whatever they want. Sometimes it’s good, some-
times it’s not. Mostly, I just think it’s nice to see what’s going on in the world. I follow a lot of big 

time athletes, so it’s nice to see them tweet motivational things.”

I like Twitter. I think it’s a cool development. It’s 
nice to see what’s going on outside of Silver Lake, 

Kansas.
Twitter is awesome! It’s a great social media to have.

“I have learned that what you post on Twitter does not go away. Everyone can see what you post, 
so you should watch it. Also, never allow Kyler Womack to follow you; you should block him 

immediately. He will tweet back to anything and everything you tweet.”

I enjoy Twitter because when I am bored it gives me 
something to look at. It also keeps me updated on 

people and places around me.

“I have learned that it can be a good thing, but you have to watch what you post because 
everyone can see what you say. I see funny videos on Twitter that make me laugh, and I also see 

articles that can educate me.” 

feAtuRe feAtuRe
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Homework: helpful or pointless stress builder?
Commentary By Sami Fischer

Don’t stress too much 
over homework, but 
get it done. All you 

have to do for a good 
grade in most classes 
is try,” Womack said.

     Students have too much 
homework. It is a plain and 
simple fact. Ask any stu-
dent, on any given night, 
and most of them will say 
that they have over an hour 
of homework. Sophomore 
Calen Schuckman shared 
some of his daily load. 
     “There are days I have an 
algebra assignment, two 
biology packets and two 
chapters to read and sum-
marize for English,” he said. 
     Many parents encourage 
their children to be in extra-
curricular activities, but with 
this much homework every 
night, it becomes a juggling 
act between sleep, sports, 
and homework. Sophomore 

Liz Perry is a three-sport 
athlete as well as an FFA 
member. She shared how 
homework affects her 
sleeping habits. 
     “Home-
work 
keeps me 
up later 
at night. 
There will 
be times 
where I 
stay up 
way past 
midnight 
just to get 
homework done for tomor-
row,” Perry said. 
     The main question that 
homework brings is, “Is 

it necessary? If you ask 
students, many of them will 
say, “No!” If you ask teach-
ers, many will say “Yes!” 
     So which is it? 

     Some class-
es require 
practice to 
gain under-
standing of 
the subject, 
but others do 
not. Senior 
Brianna Wom-
ack explained 
her views on 
the issue. 

      “It’s not vital that stu-
dents have homework to be 
successful in a class, unless 
it is a math class. There 

are other ways to master a 
subject,” she said.      
     Being a senior, Womack 
has had time to figure out 
how to balance the stress 
homework can bring. She 
shared some words of wis-
dom for the underclassmen. 
     “Don’t stress too much 
over homework, but get it 
done. All you have to do for 
a good grade in most class-
es is try,” Womack said. 
     Even with this advice, 
students still feel stressed. 
     “I stress about homework 
quite a bit. In some cases 
homework is necessary, but 
not as much as we get. Less 
homework would be a lot 
better,”  Schuckman said.

Stress Levels of the
Junior Class

3% 6%

49%
42%

Feel very little stress 
caused by homework

Feel a normal amount 
of stress caused by 

homework
Feel very stressed 

because of homework

Feel like they could 
cry themselves to 
sleep because they 

are so stressed

Dressed Vs.
Up

     Dressing down is when you dress 
for comfort in lazy and careless 
clothes.  When I dress down, I feel 
more comfortable and ready to 
conquer my day. I prefer to dress 
down because I think that spending 
all day sitting in a desk can become 
uncomfortable. If you are wearing 
a pair of sweatpants and a T-shirt, it 
makes you feel more relaxed.
     When I wake up in the morning, I 
am normally really tired. I don’t want 
to go through the long process of 
picking out an outfit and doing my 
hair and makeup. If I don’t spend 
as much time on my outfit, I have 
more time to make my lunch or eat 
breakfast.
     There is no motivation to dress 
up. We go to a small school where 
very few people dress up. I feel like 
dressing up is more used to impress 
people. If I am at school all day, there 
is nobody here I want to impress.
     I believe that dressing up does give 
you a boost of confidence. However, 
on the weekends you can normally 
sleep in a little later, so why not dress 
up on those days? Also, if you are do-
ing your makeup for a more dressed 
up look, you have more time to fix 
your mistakes.
     Dressing down helps me feel more 
refreshed and ready for my day. 

     Dressing up is when you dress to 
impress and dress in smart or formal 
clothes.  When I dress up, I feel more 
confident in what I am doing and have 
a more positive outlook on the day 
ahead of me.
     Most people see dressing up as a 
waste of time or not as comfortable.  
I see it as a routine that makes every 
morning something for me to look 
forward to.  When I dress up, I feel 
more presentable and awake.  
     Dressing up looks and feels like a 
fresh start to a new day.  Ever since 
I was a little kid, I liked matching my 
outfits and spending most of my day 
dressed up, making it a game to see 
how many outfits I could make. It has 
grown from childhood to now.  
     When I get ready for the day, I look 
forward to seeing what I can come up 
with in the least amount of time.  For 
example, I enjoy finding new tutorials 
and ideas to curl my hair faster with-
out heat.  I have learned it’s all about 
technique.
     Even though dressing up might not 
be for everyone, it’s nice to dress up 
every once in a while.  You can even 
pamper yourself.  Adding a simple 
scarf to an outfit can make a world of 
a difference.  
     Even the smallest change to your 
outfit can make you feel trendy.

By Halie Bouton By Addison Hamilton 

“Dressing up gets you more 
motivated to do better in 

school and makes you feel 
more confident.” 

-Rebecca Wagner, freshman

“Being comforable is my main 
priority, and making sure I get 

enough sleep.” 
-Reagan Rickel, sophomore

Dressed
DOWN
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     Freshman Joshua Adee has many talents, but one that sticks out is his musical ex-
pertise. Adee began playing instruments when he was 5 years old. He explained why he 
began playing.
     “I started playing piano when I was 5 because my brother was taking piano lessons at 
the time,” Adee said. 
     Adee has learned how to play many instruments along the way. He listed the instru-
ments he plays. 
     “I love to play piano. I play three musical instruments. I play piano, violin, and 
trumpet. I technically know clarinet but haven’t played for like a year,” Adee said. 
     He explained why he has stuck with music. 
     “I love music. It’s my passion,” he said. 
      Adee shared his inspiration. 
     “I look up to anyone who is passionate about their musical talent,” he said. 
     His passion has paid off for him. In February, he went to Baker University and com-
peted at Regional Piano Festival. His performance at the festival received a superior rat-
ing of I from the judges. This rating qualified him to compete at the State Piano Festival 
on the Feb. 20 in Wichita.
     His performance at the state festival received a superior rating of I from the judges. 
Adee was also one of the few students representing a 3A or smaller school.
     At state music, Adee switched instruments and received yet another superior rating 
of I for his violin solo.
     Adee has had many instructors who have taught him how to play these instruments.   
     “My piano teacher, Peter Ruby, teaches me piano. My violin teacher, LeAnne Schultz, 
teaches me violin. Before I moved to Kansas, my piano teacher in Illinois was Alisa Ram-
er. My violin teacher in Illinois was May Rhee,” Adee said.  
     Adee’s band teacher, Andrew Rhodes, shared what he has learned from his student.
     “You can learn a lot about students’ personalities through music. After working with 
Josh Adee, I have learned several things about him. To start, he is very energetic, enthu-
siastic, and he has a lot of musical talent. He is proficient on several instruments, and he 
only gets better every day. 

     “However, the thing I have learned and like the most about Josh is his work ethic. He practices and works very hard at honing his musical 
skills while keeping up with school and friends. It’s not easy, and he’s doing a great job with it,” Rhodes said. 
     Adee shared one lesson he has learned while playing instruments. 
     “Anything takes practice. But once you accomplish what you are working on, you feel really good and proud,” Adee said. 
     Rhodes has been working with Adee this year to improve his music ability and has learned many qualities about Josh. 
     “The thing I most enjoy about working with Josh (and any other student for that matter) is watching his knowledge and skill grow. Since 
the beginning of the year, I have seen Josh’s abilities on his instruments, and more importantly his confidence, improve. He was timid about 
going to different competitions and playing in front of judges, but as the year has gone along, he has become more confident about perform-
ing. This confidence will only improve the limits of his musical abilities and provide more opportunities,” Rhodes said.  
     Adee explained what his greatest accomplishment has been.
     “I have always been able to find a good teacher to teach me and who cares as much about music as I do,” he said. 
     Adee described how music has affected his life. 
     “It takes up a fair amount of my schedule. I have piano lessons after school, violin lessons after school, while taking care of homework 
and...being a high school student,” he said.
      He has recently participated in various performances. 
     “I have accompanied a few of the school’s choir performances, and I play at my piano teacher’s recitals,” Adee said.   
     He explained what song he would like to perfect in the future. 
     “On the piano, I would like to learn the songs from the movie, ‘Sound of Music,’” he said.  
     Adee has many plans for the future and shared what he plans to do with his music. 
     “I plan on possibly receiving a master’s degree in music at K-State or some other college,” he said.  
     Adee has been playing instruments ever since he was a boy and it takes patience. Adee offered advice.
     “Develop good practicing habits, and have fun. Enjoying your musical entrepreneurship is important.
     “Music is not a skill so easily attained by a lot of people. I was fortunate to have a gift for music,” Adee said. 

Adee shares musical talent 
through many performances 
By Gracie Johnson

Aiming toward  
the future

By Calen Schuckman
     Many high schools students have no clue what they’ll do after they graduate high 
school, let alone what college they plan on attending. Junior Megan Risetter, however, 
has a very clear plan of where she wants to go to college and her future career.  
     “I’m going to college for a degree in business finance with a concentration in fashion 
merchandising. I’ve always loved numbers, so math is obviously my favorite subject, so 
finance just makes sense and I’ve always been a businesswoman,” Risetter said.
     Risetter has already visited many colleges, including Vanderbilt University, the Uni-
versity of Alabama, the University of Pennsylvania, and New York University. She does, 
however, have one her heart desires more than any other. 
     “As of right now I’m definitely leaning towards NYU because living in the heart of 
downtown Manhattan provides so many opportunities for me in my line of study,” 
Risetter said.
     Risetter said NYU may not be her final choice. 
     “I’m still keeping an open mind for sure. I have several more college visits lined up all 
across the country and can’t wait to see what else is out there,” she said. 
     Risetter also has reasons for choosing which colleges she visits.
     “The thing that interested me most in these schools was that they were far away 
from home and they would help provide me with an education that I could use to get a 
job easily, because that’s really important in today’s economy and society,” she said.
     Risetter said she always has had a love of fashion.
     “I chose to go into the fashion industry because there will always be jobs there, and I 
can really make a difference doing what I love to do that way,” she stated.
     Risetter’s dream does not stop with college.
     “After I graduate I plan to live in New York City in order to get my career jump started. 
I’ll probably start in a fashion company corporate office and work my way up. My ulti-
mate plan is to be the Chief Financial Officer or Fashion Coordinator for a major compa-
ny on 5th Avenue… but we’ll see where life takes me!” she shared.
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Informing student voters
     Superintendent Tim Hallacy is opening up 
new opportunities for students turning 18 by 
election time, Nov. 8. Hallacy is bringing in the 
League of Women Voters on Wednesday to help 
students register to vote. 
     “We will just focus on helping students fill out 
the required paperwork so they can register to 
vote,” Hallacy said.
     Hallacy said he was inspired to offer this con-
venience because he believes Kansas has serious 
issues with state budget, revenues, and policy 
issues. Hallacy was also inspired by his concern 
for the future of public education.
     “If we want our state government to reflect the 
interests of more Kansans, we must increase the 
number of citizens who show up to vote,” he said.
     Hallacy plans on teaching students that we 
live in a democracy that relies on voting.
     “We live in a republic form of democracy 
which relies on electing officials to represent the 
public’s goals, interests, and needs in terms of 
public policy. We have a duty as citizens in this 
republic to voice our opinions, and we do that 
most effectively and consistently through voting,” 
Hallacy explained.
     Hallacy said he wants young people to vote 
sooner and wants to inform them about issues 
that are important. He said they are more likely 
to continue voting and stay informed about 
policies if they start to learn young. He said he 
believes being a voter is a very important role.
     “Democracy is not easy, it isn’t always efficient 
and sometimes consensus is very hard to achieve 
but, it is the greatest form of government. . . . . . . 
One that is totally dependent upon active partic-
ipation,” Hallacy said.
     The League of Women Voters will have a 
registration table available during the school 
cookout on Wednesday.
     He said students will need their drivers license 
and birth certificate. He said a copy of their birth 
certificate is available in their student folder in 
Counselor Sandi Liggatt’s office. 
     “It won’t take long to complete the form, 
and I hope they will all be motivated to follow 
through, go to the polls and voice their opin-
ions,” Hallacy explained.

   Seniors Kayce Warren and Syd Monteith have al-
ready gotten ahead of the voting process. 
     Warren registered to vote on Jan. 20, the day she 
turned 18. Warren registered with her mother at the 
Shawnee County Election Office. She went through 
the registering process which included bringing her 
drivers license and birth certificate. She also had to 
participate in filling out a form which she feels is im-
portant.
     “I feel it is important because even though I don’t 
have a huge pull on the elections, my vote will help 
decide who will be the Republican Party nominee,” 
Warren said.
    Along with Warren, Monteith also registered in 
January. Monteith feels it is important to vote be-
cause it is vital to get everyones voices heard.
      “I feel it is important to register because regis-
tering to votes grants me not only the ability to vote 
but to also serve on a jury of my peers. Both of these 
traits are unique to American democracy and are vi-
tal to young voices, like mine, getting a say in our 
government,” he said.
      Monteith stayed local to get himself registered. 
He registered at his local U.S. Bank because he felt it 
would be simpler to go to a bank than going some-
where else.
       

By Andrea Hoffen

Eagles stay ahead of  game
Photo by Brianna Womack


