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Budget cuts - will leadership prevail?
By Abby Brockmann
     May, June, and July may prove to 
be interesting months for Silver Lake, 
Kan. - and the entire state - due to the 
prevailing issue of financial cuts that 
are hitting every district in Kansas. 
     According to Superintendent Tim 
Hallacy, there is already $87,000 that 
will have to be cut from this year’s 
budget alone. 
     “We have already begun to address 
the budget cuts by eliminating field 
trips paid out of operating funds, 
reducing supply orders by 30 percent, 
reducing Professional Development 
by 15 percent, canceling large capital 
projects, suspending vehicle replace-
ments, reducing summer employment, 
reconfiguring our speech language 
position, finding saving on retirement 
positions, and delaying some uniform 
purchases. 
     “The challenge is these are mostly 
spending delays and do nothing to 
address the long-term cost trends. 
We will eventually have to purchase 
supplies and address maintenance and 
capital projects. Unfortunately, the vast 
majority of costs are employee-related 
expenses, so as the state continues to 
defund our operating funds, we will 
lose employees, which in turn leads 

to less student services, less student 
supports, and fewer student opportuni-
ties,” Hallacy explained.
     As far as getting out of school early 
to save the district money, the rumor is 
now put to a close. According to Hal-
lacy, school will not be dismissed early 
as any part of a cost-saving measure. 
     “The problem with that approach 
is our certified staff (teachers and 
administrators) work under contracts 
that set salaries for the school year. If 
we cancel days at the end of the year, 
certified staff are still paid even if they 
don’t work. Our classified staff typi-
cally aren’t compensated as much as 
certified staff and don’t get paid if they 
don’t work.
     “That approach doesn’t save us 
much money, it reduces learning op-
portunities for students, and I don’t 
like trying to balance the budget by 
cutting our employees who make the 
least,” Hallacy reported.
     Delaying school start times was 
another common question for Hallacy.
     “I assume school will start on time 
in August...” 

(See more on page 2)
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Budget cuts- will leadership prevail? (cont.)
“...We certainly won’t delay the start 
of school as part of any cost-saving 
measure. However, the start of school 
could be impacted as part of a legal rul-
ing in the school finance (Gannon) case 
if the court orders the finance formula 
fixed and that schools will remain 
closed until that task is completed,” he 
explained.
     The legality for 
how schools are 
being funded starts 
with the Block Grant  
that was signed into 
law on March 25, 
2015.  This replaced 
the old funding for-
mula that proved to 
work well for almost 
all schools. 
     The question is, why did the state 
replace it? 
     “The block grant falls far short 
of what the courts and studies have 
previously indicated would be adequate 
and constitutional levels of funding. 
If the legislature and Governor had 
fully funded the old funding formula, it 
would have added approximately $450 
million to education,” he explained.
     According to Hallacy, he believes 
that the block grant appears to be 
a thinly disguised legal maneuver 
designed to help the legislative and 
executive branches defy an impend-
ing legal opinion on school finance the 
state knows they will lose once again. 
     Communication to the staff proves 
to be vital when dealing with the Block 
Grant. Hallacy said he has encouraged 
the staff by reminding them to check 
legislative updates and to try their best 
to stay informed.
     “I try to inform the staff and share 
information on both the legislative 
process and school finance issues since 
both are inextricably intertwined and 
deeply impact education.
     “We also encourage them to be 
creative in how we continue to try and 

do more with less and look for ways 
to stretch limited resources,” Hallacy 
stated.
     Because of the Block Grant and 
various cuts, students are bound to 
see a change next year and in coming 
years. 
     The changes, however, are yet to be 
determined.

    “Eventually the cuts will 
reach more employees since 
the vast majority of our 
expenses are in employee 
related costs. Once future 
cuts begin to reach employ-
ees, students will see and 
experience them because 
people are how student sup-
ports, services, and oppor-
tunities are made possible,” 

Hallacy explained.
     Budget cuts have been a prevailing 
issue over the years, and continue to be 
a work in progress. Hallacy explained 
the process of how decisions are made 
about budget cuts.
     “We try to estimate our ending 
balances first. Then we 
try to determine how 
deep the cuts will be 
and how the cuts may 
be structured such as 
are they to Base State 
Aid Per Pupil (BSAPP). 
Then we estimate what 
will happen to ongoing 
expenses we have such 
as health insurance, 
heating and cooling, 
fuel, supplies, and employee related 
costs.
     “Ultimately we try to mitigate any 
cuts and reductions as much as possible 
from negatively impacting instruction,” 
he explained.
     According to Hallacy, everything 
leads back to reducing costs. The Board 
of Education ultimately has power 
over handling budget cuts, but Hallacy 
works in collaboration.

    “The superintendent can make deci-
sions on short-term spending, purchase 
delays and small capital projects under 
$20,000. The Board is vested with 
the authority to make decisions on 
personnel, programs, policy, and large 
purchases over $20,000. The Board 
often relies on recommendations from 
the administrative team but is free to 
modify, change or pursue other solu-
tions as they see fit,” Hallacy shared.
     As a superintendent, Hallacy said 
he hopes to mitigate the negative 
impact that budget cuts have on student 
supports, services, opportunities, and 
protect the instructional integrity of the 
organization for as long as possible.
     “Since this negative funding 
environment has lasted so long, a lot 
of the actions now are simply trying 
to position ourselves to survive the 
continual cuts and reductions as long as 
possible,” he said.
     According to Hallacy, long-term 
effects of the budget cuts are mainly 
associated with future educators. There 
are already shortages to fill positions, 
and higher numbers of people are leav-

ing the profession. 
     “How can we convince 
some of our best and 
brightest to forgo some of 
the more lucrative career 
opportunities available to 
them and instead choose 
public service and educa-
tion when we fail as a state 
to recognize and value that 
service?” Hallacy said.

     Unfortunately, he said that if the 
crisis continues, opportunities and 
student supports are eliminated. And 
to Hallacy, the most tragic long-term 
effect will be students not being 
adequately prepared to compete in the 
21st century.
     “When that happens we will all 
lose!” he said.

See the article in its entirety here...

“When that 
happens we 
will all lose!” 
Hallacy said.

The question 
is, why did the 
state replace 
it?

http://www.silverlakeschools.org/index.php?pageID=148579_3
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     Being back-to-back State Champions, 
the Lady Eagles set their expectations very 
high this season. So far, their record is 
10-1, losing to a 4A Hayden team 2-3 in 
an 11-inning game. Senior Megan Deiter 
explained how Head Coach Mark Workman 
helps them reach full potential each year.   
     “If we are struggling with something 
specific, we will focus on that at practice. 
That way by the end of the season, our 
weaknesses become our strengths. We are 
prepared for everything that comes our 
way, and we are strong in every aspect 
because of how we prepare at practice,” she 
said. 
     The Lady Eagles use their hard work 
and dedication to help drive them through-
out the season. They are hosting Rossville 
tonight, April 30.

By Madison Wegner

softball

Golf
     This season the boys’ golf team acquired 
a new coach, Steven Meier. Meier has been 
teaching at Silver Lake for three years and 
was previously the JV boys’ soccer coach at 
Seaman High School. He described his new 
position as golf coach. 

Track
     Striving for success, the track team 
started their season off very strong with 
continually setting records. With 51 
students out for track, competition within 
the team helps push each other to improve 
individually and as a team. So far, the 
records that have been beaten are the girls 
4x100, 4x200, 4x400, sprint medley, and 
State Champion Alex Ferguson, sopho-
more, beating the 400 record. Both boys’ 
and girls’ teams are looking very strong, 

Baseball
     The varsity baseball team is currently 
holding a record of 14-0, beating Nemaha 
Central, Holton, St. Marys, Marysville, 
Wabaunsee, Riley County, Concordia, and 
Wamego. 
     The JV is 8-1 playing a variety of 
schools such as KC-Piper and league 
teams. 
     Senior Kyle Byers explained his role as 
a senior.
     “I’m going to help out the team by do-
ing whatever I can to get on base, score, 
and field the ball to get outs. I’m going to 
try and keep everybody in a positive mood 
no matter what the score is…” Byers said.

     “It is fun to coach golf. It’s a big tran-
sition from soccer. I enjoy working with 
the guys because they always have fun,” 
he said.  
     Senior Michael Marsh placed 10th 
at the Santa Fe Invitational at Hidden 
Springs. The varsity boys’ have partici-
pated in four golf tournaments, hosting 
one at Lake Shawnee on April 27. Meier 
shared his future expectations for his 
team. 
     “This season our goals are to improve, 
win league, and send some to state,” he 
explained.

Spring sports underway

and they’re only getting better. 
     Coach Loren Ziegler explained his 
thoughts on his team this year. 
     “We are off to a great start with the girls 
winning their first two meets and setting 
some records at KU Relays. The boys team 
has finished second, third, and fourth in 
three meets,” he shared. 
     The next meets will be held at Seaman 
and St. Marys tomorrow, May 1.  
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Ferguson goes for the gold (again)
By Sami Fischer
     Silver Lake is known for win-
ning state in team sports such as 
football, volleyball, baseball, and, 
in recent years, softball. Individual 
sports such as cross country, golf, 
and track don’t get the same recog-
nition. Sophomore Alex Ferguson 
is working to change that. 
     Ferguson won the 3A state 
400-meter dash as a freshman last 
year with a time of 57.82, but that 
was not the beginning of her track 
success. She has been running 
track since her seventh-grade year.
     Junior High Track Coach
David Schooler 
commented on how 
Ferguson contrib-
uted to the team. 
     “I could count on 
Alex in medaling in 
each race she ran. 
She excelled at the 
long jump, 200-me-
ter, 400-meter, 
and the 800-meter 
while in junior high. 
She broke a tough 

school record in the 400-meter as 
an eighth-grader. She was also a 
league champion in many events,” 
Schooler said. 
     Ferguson explained why she 
joined the track team. 
     “I started running track because 
I wanted to do another sport, and 
all of my friends were doing it,” 
she explained.  
     Ferguson is competing in the 
400-meter, the 800-meter, the 4x4, 
and the 4x8 this season. 
     “My favorite part of track is 
the end of a meet because I’m 

done, and I don’t 
have to worry 
about my events 
anymore,” she 
explained. 
     High School 
Track Coach 
Loren Ziegler 
commented on 
how he per-
ceives Ferguson 
helping the team 
this year. 

     “She could accomplish a lot 
this year both individually and on 
her relays. I think she is capable 
of winning state in both the 400- 
meter and 800-meter and help our 
relays finish in the top four at state 
this year,” Ziegler said. 
     Going into this season, Fer-
guson had many expectations for 
herself. She shared how she is 
preparing for that ultimate goal of 
winning state again. 
     “During the day to prepare for 
a meet, I usually just focus on not 
being nervous, and I drink a lot of 
water and eat healthy,” Ferguson 
stated.
     Ferguson has ran many races 
during her short but eventful ca-
reer. She shared how she keeps her 
nerves down during a race. 
     “I don’t really think of much 
when I run.  I just tell myself how 
much farther I have to run and how 
hard I have to push myself,” she 
said. 
     Ferguson described her state 
experience from last season. 
     “During state I was just trying 

not to freak out, and I was really 
nervous. There was a lot of energy 
there so that made it an amazing 
experience which helped a lot. 
Everyone is yelling at you, but you 
can’t really hear them,” Ferguson 
said. 
     She shared how the state 
championship ranked in her list of 
accomplishments.
     “Winning state meant the most 
to me because it is a really high 
accomplishment and many people 
don’t get to do it,” Ferguson stated. 
     Ferguson has one main goal for 
this season. 
     “My goal for this season is to 
win state again and for our team to 
do better at state. I just want to get 
better and work really hard to do 
that,” she stated. 
     Ferguson is unsure of her future 
at the moment, but she shared what 
she would like to do. 
     “It would be cool to run at the 
college level, but I am keeping my 
options open. If I got a scholarship, 
I would hope it was to a Kansas or 
Oklahoma school to be close to my 
family,” she said.

“Everyone is 
yelling at you, 
but you can’t 
really hear 
them,” 
Ferguson said. 

Ferguson runs the 800-meter with Freshman Jade Mountain at the Silver Lake meet. Ferguson took first in the 
event with a time of 2:35.82. “I usually just focus on not being nervous,” Ferguson said. 

This season’s 
accomplishments

*At KU relays: 
Ferguson broke her own 

school record in the 
400-meter, placing third. 
She placed fourth in the 

medley relay with Juniors 
Mariah Cook and Rachel 
Heiman and Sophomore 
Riley Calderwood, where 

they broke the current school 
record. Ferguson also placed 
13th in the 4x2 with Juniors 
Taylor White, Heiman, and 

Cook. 

*Ferguson captured first in 
all of her events at the Silver 

Lake, Riley County, and 
Rossville meets.
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Softball team works hard for third state title
By Kelsey Johnson

    Every sport has one common goal: 
work for the state championship. For the 
softball team, this goal has been achieved 
twice.
     In the past two years, the softball team 
defeated Riverton (3-2) and Sacred Heart 
(6-1) for the state championship title. 
This year, the entire team is working hard 
to achieve a third state championship.
     The varsity team has played 12 games, 
with state softball scheduled for May 28 
and 29. One of the senior players, Allison 
Christy, has been on the team since her 
freshman year. Christy said she doesn’t 
see any changes for winning state.
     “We are doing the same things we did 
in past years because it has all worked in 
the past. Why change what is working?” 
Christy shared. 
     Winning a state championship as a 
team is rewarding. However, when senior 
players leave, new team members must 
learn to work together. Christy said team-
work can be difficult with new players.

      “This has affected the team by forcing 
all of the players to get used to playing 
with the new players and learning to 
mesh as a team,” Christy said.
(See the team roster here)
     Winning a state championship two 
times in a row brings up some similar 
feelings from years past. For Christy, go-
ing to state is very similar, as in previous 
years.
     “Trying to receive the third state 
championship is no different than going 
for the first or second because it takes 
hard work and dedication no matter what 
sport you are playing,” Christy added.
     According to Christy, every time the 
team wins a state championship, all the 
games are equally rewarding.
     Players may learn a few lessons by 
winning state. Christy said she learned 
one important lesson.
     “Reaching a final goal takes hard work 
and dedication,” Christy shared.

The girls’ softball team huddles together for a pep talk before the game starts.

Allison Christy, 
senior

Softball Schedule and Scores

April 2 vs. Marysville 10-0, 6-4
April 14 vs. Hayden 2-3

Apr. 16 vs. Wabaunsee 12-1, 18-0
April 21 vs. Riley County 2-1, 11-0

April 23 vs. St. Mary 10-0, 11-1
April 28 vs. Wamego 3-0, 7-2

Apr. 30 vs. Rossville
May 7 vs. Rock Creek
May 11 vs. Oskaloosa

Regional Softball: May 18-May 23

State Softball: May 28 and 29 

http://www.silverlakeschools.org/page/98310_3


Page 6 Feature

Eagle times

Photo by Madison Wegner Photo by Madison Wegner

Photo by Madison WegnerPhoto by Kayce Warren

Photo by Haley WarbrittonPhoto by Abby Brockmann

Photo by Kennedy Hamilton

Photo by Abby Brockmann



Page 7 Feature

Eagle times

 New Pep in Silver Lake

       -Andrea Hoffen, freshman

“My favorite part about being 
a pommer is getting to perform 
for people and showing them 
what I know.”

    Every year, girls try out for both 
pom squad and cheer with hopes of 
making the team. With a new cheer 
squad for next year also comes a 
new high school cheer coach, Lexie 
(Wolfley) Schmidtlein. Schmidtlein 
is a former cheerleader for Silver 
Lake and plans on bringing pep back 
to the school.
     “This year’s squad has so much 
potential. We are going to turn it 
up a notch! The team will aim to 
challenge themselves with more 
difficult cheers, stunts, tumbling 
and choreography. Cheerleading has 
always been a passion of mine, and 
I’m excited to bring my talents and 
new ideas to Silver Lake’s squad,” 
she said.

     Schmidtlein not only plans on 
bringing new ideas into the routines 
this year but also said she believes 
she will bring out the highest poten-
tial of the squad and each individual 
cheerleader.
    “I will have the girls set both per-
sonal and squad goals, and not only 
accomplish them but exceed in their 
goals and my expectations. I will 
also be challenging the girls to better 
their tumbling and gymnastics skills. 
I think with the combination of hard 
work and strong practices we will 
become the best squad we can be,” 
she explained.     
     Schmidtlein said she wants her 
cheer team to be prepared and ready.
     “We have a lot of hard work 
ahead of us to be prepared for the 
2015-2016 season, but I know the 
girls and I both are super excited to 
get there! I also really look forward 
to growing close to all of my cheer-
leaders,” Schmidtlein said.
     The power of a team is what 
Schmidtlein said she believes she can 
bring out in next year’s squad. As a 
team, the cheerleaders can “move 
mountains.”
     “With more practices and the 
girls’ hard work and dedication, this 
squad is going to be fierce! We are 
cheer LEADERS and that is what we 
will do. I am very excited to work to-
gether with the girls to become a fun, 
energetic, and positive cheer squad 
for the players and fans of Silver 
Lake,” she concluded.
     Jena Brown will continue as the 
coach for the pom squad next season.

“The hardest part about being a cheerleader 
is having to wake up early for practice 
because some mornings you could use the 
extra sleep.”

   -Cassie Dewey, sophomore

Junior and Senior High School 
Cheer and Pom Squads

2015-2016

JH Cheer
Tori Haverkamp
Olivia Fieger
Jenna Deters
Aliya Gifford
Kayla Brannick
Ellington Hogle
Allexis Bahner
Grace Hubbard
Ella Baird
Anna Schuckman
Taylor Burkhardt
Lyndsey Vande Velde

HS Pommers
Kenzie Kriss
Ashley Martinek
Jenna Johnson
Carlie Thompson
Kelsey Priddy
Oen Griffin
Rebecca Wagner
Andrea Hoffen
Mackensie 
Haverkamp
Torey Burkhardt

Lexi (Wolfley) Schmidtlein, new high 
school cheer coach, is a former Eagle 
cheerleader (Class of 2011).

By Haley Warbritton

HS Cheer
Katie Fischer
Johanna Larson
Kassie Kosek
Megan Risetter
Miranda Graf
Kallee Watkins
Cassie Dewey
Macey Koelliker
Shy’ane Stoner
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APRIL: A Year in Review
Page By Zach Wilson
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Alex
Holder

Shelli
McDaniel

Josh
Dallman

Riley
Calderwood

Garrett
Huske

Torey
Burkhardt

Jordan
Sharpe

Chris
Anderson

Elizabeth
Moore

“Mr. Bollig 
made this 
year special. 
I had a lot 
of fun in his 
class and see-
ing him in the 
halls with all 
of his goofy 
jokes.”

“Going to state 
volleyball was 
my favorite 
moment this 
year, even 
though I didn’t 
get a chance 
to play. It was 
definitely one 
memory I won’t 
forget.”

“Getting into 
the semifinal 
volleyball 
game was my 
favorite mo-
ment. It was 
an adrenaline 
rush.”

“My favorite 
moment was 
when our JV 
boys basket-
ball team beat 
Rock Creek by 
double digits. 
They are re-
ally good, and 
we destroyed 
them.”

“One word to 
describe this 
year is chal-
lenging. This 
year was one 
of my more 
academically 
challenging 
years, but I’m 
excited that 
it’s almost my 
senior year!”

“What has 
made my 
freshman year  
so special is 
all my friends 
that I get to 
spend it with 
to make great 
memories.”

“Having a 
lead role in 
this year’s 
play made my 
freshman year 
special because 
I got many 
compliments on 
my performance 
which gave me 
the confidence 
to sign up for 
the musical, 
too.”

“One word to 
describe this 
year is hopeful. 
There have been 
so many good 
events this year 
in my life. These 
events made 
me feel that 
everything will 
be okay.”

“One word to 
describe this 
year is unbe-
lievable. This 
year I’ve had 
so many op-
portunities and 
have been able 
to partake in 
so many events 
that this word 
seems fitting.”


