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State assessments kick off 
By Abby Brockmann

    The Kansas state assessments for 
Silver Lake kicked off on Tuesday, 
March 24.
     The sophomore class started first 
block on Tuesday, beginning with 
the English Language Assessment 
(ELA).
     Sophomore Sami Fischer shared 
her thoughts on what she is most 
and least looking forward to on state 
assessments. 
     “I am most looking forward to 
getting out of class to test my abili-
ties. 
     “I am not looking forward to the 
math section because I don’t like 
math,” Fischer explained.
     The teachers thought of creative 
ideas to motivate students, such as 
a pancake breakfast to kick every-
thing off, inspiring signs outside 
their doors, comedic photoshopped 
pictures created by Librarian Mary 
LaMar, and encouraging notes. 
     English Teacher Christina Weber 
does her best to prepare students.
     “I do my best to prepare students 
for the state assessments by using 
Kansas’s Language Arts Standards 

to plan my lessons. In the past, 
juniors were the only students who 
took the Kansas English Language 
Arts state assessment. Last year was 
the first year the sophomores took 
the test, so I have received much 
help from my colleagues, especially 
Ms. Larson, who has been prepar-
ing students for many years,” Weber 
stated.
     Brianna Womack, junior, agreed 
with Weber on Larson’s helpfulness.
     “I found Ms. Larson’s essays 
most helpful because we had to 
practice all aspects and points of 
views with both reading and writ-
ing,” Womack said. 
     Fischer found food as a more 
encouraging incentive for success on 
the state assessments.
     “Our teachers got us excited 
for state assessments by preparing 
pancakes and making a funny video 
for us,” Fischer remarked.
     State assessments wrap up at the 
end of April. 

     See the state assessment video 
here:

http://www.silverlakeschools.org

http://www.silverlakeschools.org
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Jordan Priddy
Michael Marsh
Dalton Dultmeier
Gable Howerton
Haegan Schaefer
Hunter Howerton

Name Wt Place
4th
4th
2nd
6th
5th
4th

106
113
120
132
145
152

   
 Girls Sub-state
vs. Oskaloosa 84-24 (W)
vs. Riley County 57-48 (W)
vs. Council Grove 55-53 (W)

State
vs. Remington 55-52 (W)
vs. Cimarron 68-53 (L)
vs. Sabetha 51-50 (W)

Boys Sub-state
vs. Oskaloosa 78-35 (W)
vs. Riley county 67-50 (W)
vs. osage city 36-47 (L)

Hunter Howerton

Haegan Schaefer

Dalton DULTMEIER

Jordan Priddy

Michael Marsh

Gable Howerton

Zach Boyd

Ryan Matzke

Taylor white

Rachel Heiman Lexie Gifford

Logan Wolfley
Jace Freeman

(State placings)
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Photos by Kayce Warren, Zach Wilson, and Dalton Byrne

Sophomore Faith Scheibmeir shows off her medal after a forensics tour-
nament. (Photo by Claire Austin)

Scholars Bowl
MEL Pool Play:

vs. St. Marys...60-10
vs. Rossville...50-45

vs. Wabaunsee...40-70
vs. Riley County...40-10
vs. Rock Creek...60-30

MEL Finals:
vs. Riley County...70-30
vs. Wabaunsee...50-10

MEL CHAMPS!!

Regionals:
SL went 5-2 in pool play and 
3-2 in the championship pool

STATE QUALIFIERS!!

State:
The team missed breaking into 

the championship pool by 
one loss.

 

Students succeed in variety of areas 
Page by Kelsey Johnson

     The forensics squad has 
already brough home a lot of 
hardware, with many forensi-
cators qualifying to state. 
     There have been five 
tournaments so far with four 
remaining in the season. 
     According to Michelle 
Taylor, forensics coach, there 
have been many state qualifi-
ers already. She said she feels 
that qualifying to state has 
been the biggest success of 
the season.
     “The experienced kids, 
while there are not very many 
of them, have stepped up and 
qualified to state. The younger 
sect of the squad has qualified 
a few people as well,” Taylor 
shared.
     The state qualifiers include: 
Senior Logan Runnebaum 
in Oration and Informative; 
Freshman Keith Nagy in Ora-
tion; Senior Lucas Schroeder 
and Junior Jordan Sharpe in 
Prose and Poetry; Sophomore 
Darin Martin in Humorous 
Interpretation; Junior Sydney 

Monteith in Extemp and Im-
promptu; and Freshman Faith 
Scheibmeir in Extemp.
     Martin performed a piece 
called, “Jimmy the Antichrist” 
by Keith J Powell for his 
event in Humorous Interpreta-
tion.
     “The piece follows a dys-
funtional Christian family on 
Thanksgiving as they receive 
the worst news ever. Their son 
Jimmy is the Antichrist. The 
piece was given to me by my 
wonderful coach but, hon-
estly, if I had known it existed 
before, I would of chosen it 
instantly.
     “I’m beyond excited at 
this point. It’s my first year 
actually qualifying to state 
in anything, and I’m so glad 
this program exists,” Martin 
shared.
     Taylor said she enjoys 
watching students succeed.
     “I love watching students 
try something they have never 
done before and end up hav-
ing success,” Taylor added.

     

Junior Natalie Richards took 
second place with her watercolor 
painting of a giraffe.

     Another event featuring 
student talent was League Art. 
Judging occured on Friday, 
March 13.
     In tempera painting and 
printmaking, Freshman Jade 
Mountain received honorable 
mention honors. In Water-
color Painting, Junior Natalie 
Richards claimed a first place, 
a second place, as well as an 
honorable mention. 
     Sophomore Haley Warbrit-
ton received a second and a 
third place in pencil novice. 
She also received an honor-
able mention.
     For pencil advanced and 
charcoal, Junior Oen Griffin 
received two honorable men-
tions.
     In ceramics, Senior Kee-
gan Weber received honorable 
mention. 
     Sophomore Mackensie 
Haverkamp took first place in 
printmaking, while Freshman 
Faith Scheibmeir received 
honorable mention in mixed 
media.
    Freshman Bryce Kalas par-
ticipated in modified curricu-
lum and received honorable 
mention.

Scholars Bowl Competitors Oen 
Griffin and Brianna Womack 
listen intently during a discussion. 
(Photo by Dalton Byrne)

Forensics students prepare for state

Artists’ works 
receive honors

NHS
     On Feb. 16, National Honor 
Society members helped at the 
Silver Lake Foundation Break-
fast. Volunteer members includ-
ed Zach Wilson, Josey Morgan, 
Ryan Matzke, Gabriella Doebele, 
Payton Rickel, Oen Griffin, Kyle 
Byers, Ethan Kats, Elizabeth 
Moore, Michael Marsh, Jace 
Freeman, Cody Renfro, Kristen 
Howser. and Blake Matzke. NHS 
sponsor Alan Cunningham noted 
that their presence reminded 
people of why the Scholarship 
Foundation exists. 
   NHS is currently preparing for 
is their spring blood drive. Fac-
ulty and students are encouraged 
to donate.
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Silver lake tradition

     The traditions of Silver 
Lake endure over long periods 
of time, but what are the 
teachers’ take on these tradi-
tions?
     Loren Ziegler, high school 
business education teacher, 
shared his thoughts on the 
best part about Silver Lake’s 
traditions.
     “The best part is our his-
tory of high expectations and 
commitment to excellence 
in academics and activities. 
I think we need to start a 
new one called ‘CJ Hamilton 
Appreciation Day’ where we 
get a Monday off from school 
in October. We can make it 
our own local holiday rather 
than a national one!” Ziegler 
remarked.
     High School Principal Brad 
Womack said the best part 
about Silver Lake’s traditions 
is the community aspect.
     “Many of the traditions 
and the people involved in 
them are not just the students 
but the entire community. So 
many former students now 
reside in Silver Lake, and it’s 
fun to see the traditions live 
on,” Womack explained.
     Mary Larson, high school 
English teacher, said there are 
so many traditions at Silver 
Lake that it is difficult for her 
to choose a favorite.
     “I always enjoy the 

Homecoming parade because 
students at all grade levels and 
the whole community partici-
pates,” Larson stated.
     Ziegler shared thoughts 
similar to Larson about his 
favorite tradition.
     “(My favorite Silver Lake 
tradition) is Homecoming 
and girls decorating players 
houses because it shows awe-
some school spirit, and I think 
the girls enjoy doing it,” he 
explained.
     Womack, on the other 
hand, had a different perspec-
tive on his favorite tradition.
     “One of my favorite Silver 
Lake traditions is the spring 
cookout. The spring cook-
out brings community to the 
school, it represents the start 
of spring, and it gives the stu-
dents a break from the normal 
routine,” Womack said.
     Womack said he sees both 
advantages and disadvantages 
to having traditions.
     “The disadvantage is some-
times the students will step 
back and let the parents do too 
much for them instead of tak-
ing advantage of their school 
opportunities.
     “The main advantages 
are being able to see how 
important the school is to the 
community and how much 
the community will do for the 
school,” Womack stated.
 

Teachers focus on 
Silver Lake traditions
By Abby Brockmann

What is your favorite 
Silver Lake tradition?
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*Survey based on 80 Silver Lake High School students.

66

9
23

Retired traditions...

Homecoming bonfire
Homecoming “slave day”

Prom King and Queen
Printed newspapers Pep Club 

     High school journalists 
recently competed against 27 
other 3A/4A schools at the 
Lawrence regional competition 
on Friday, Feb. 27.
     Sophomore Abby Brock-
mann received an honorable 
mention in advertising and an 
honorable mention in news 
writing against potentially 
56 entries per category. The 
honorable mentions qualified 
her to state on May 2 at the 
University of Kansas.
     Besides all the hard work 
put into competing, the jour-
nalists all shared some interest-
ing memories.
     “My favorite memories of 
regionals all have to do with 
‘the  dress.’ We were con-
stantly in a debate over it the 
entire ride down and back, 
during breaks, and at lunch. 
So basically 24/7. We finally 
decided it was ripping America 
apart and should be burned,” 
Brockmann explained. 
   Senior Zach Wilson shared 

his favorite memory as well.
     “My favorite memory of re-
gional journalism is when I fell 
going up the stairs to second 
round, and I was laughing 
really hard while some random 
kid judged me from afar,” 
Wilson added.
     Wilson took third in adver-
tising, third in editorial writ-
ing, and honorable mention in 
yearbook copy writing, triple 
qualifying him to state.
     Their fellow journalists who 
also qualified to state were 
senior Kennedy Hamilton, 
Senior Kelsey Johnson and 
Junior Madison Wegner.
     Hamilton placed first in 
student life photography and 
received an honorable men-
tion in sports photography. 
Johnson received an honorable 
mention in headline writing, 
and Wegner placed second in 
cutline writing.
     The videographers only 
compete at state level in the 
multimedia category.
 

439 North Glenellyn Drive
Ad Astra, KS

M ~ F 10AM - 7PM
S 10AM - 8PM

Journalists experience success at regionals
By Haley Warbritton

Senior Kennedy Hamilton qualified to state journalism in sports photography with this photo.

Senior Zach Wilson placed third at regional journalism 
and qualified to state with his ad for a shoe store.
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Disney throwback
By Sami Fischer

“‘Hannah Montana’ is the show 
I would watch on repeat because 
we are basically the same person. 
But, I can’t because they took it 
off Netflix,” Gerber explained.

    When you ask grade 
school kids what their 
favorite activities to do after 
school are, many of them 
respond, “Watching TV.” 
For many high school 
students, their after-school 
TV watching consisted of 
Disney channel.                                                                                                      
     “My favorite part of 
Disney channel was when 
they played good shows 
like ‘Suite Life of Zach 
and Cody’ and ‘Hannah 
Montana,’” Junior Logan 
Wolfley said. 
      Wolfley was not the 
only person to like these 
shows. Sophomore Mack-
ensie Haverkamp shared her 
views.
     “I was personally a 
‘Suite Life of Zach and 
Cody,’ ‘Phil of the Future,’ 
and ‘Hannah Montana’ 
fan,” Haverkamp explained. 
     These shows and many 
more have since been can-
celled. Senior Zach Wilson 
explained what his favorite 
show was.
     “If I could bring back 
one Disney show it would 
be ‘That’s So Raven’ 
because that was the best 
show of all time. Raven was 
the best and funniest char-
acter Disney ever had. 
     “Also, her show had 
good episodes with mean-
ingful lessons behind 
them,” Wilson stated. 
   Freshman Nicole Gerber 
shared how students have 
found other ways to watch 
these shows.

     “‘Hannah Montana’ is 
the show I would watch 
on repeat because we are 
basically the same person. 
But, I can’t because they 
took it off Netflix,” Gerber 
explained. 
     Along with Disney chan-
nel, Disney made movies 
that affected many lives. 
     “When it comes to 
Disney movies, I can’t 
really choose a favorite. 
They are all my favorites,” 
Haverkamp explained. 
     Speech Teacher Mi-
chelle Taylor said if she 
could only watch one movie 
for the rest of her life, 
she would find it hard to 
choose. 
     “This is the hardest 
question I have ever been 
asked. I can’t choose just 
one, so it is a tie between 
‘Sleeping Beauty,’ ‘Alice In 
Wonderland,’ (Johnny Depp 
version), ‘Frozen,’ ‘Into 
the Woods,’ ‘Maleficent,’ 
and ‘Mary Poppins.’ I like 
the music in these mov-
ies as well as the stories, 
strong female characters, 
and fantasy aspects,” Taylor 
explained.
     Although many can’t 
choose their favorite Disney 
movie, Senior Jeremy 
Gifford chose his favorite 
character. 
     “Princess Elsa from 
‘Frozen’ because of her 
powers. She is interesting to 
watch, and I think it’s cool 
how she builds her own 
house,” Gifford said. 

“This is the hardest question I have ever been 
asked. I can’t choose just one, so it is a tie 
between ‘Sleeping Beauty,’ ‘Alice In Wonder-
land,’ (Johnny Depp version), ‘Frozen,’  ‘Into 
the Woods,’ ‘Maleficent,’ and ‘Mary Poppins.’ 
I like the music in these movies as well as the 
stories, strong female characters, and fantasy 
aspects,” Taylor explained.

“Princess Elsa from ‘Frozen’ be-
cause of her powers. She is in-
teresting to watch, and I think 
it’s cool how she builds her own 
house,” Gifford said.

Speech Teacher Michelle Taylor

Senior Jeremy G ifford

Freshman Nicole Gerber
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What are your favorite activities to 
do over spring break?

                        
 Sleep      Work        Hang out     Vacation
                                    with friends                               
                                            

 (Poll based on all sophomores and juniors in 
Steven Meier’s and Christina Weber’s classes.)

Freshman Claire Austin

Junior Sydney Monteith

Sophomore Mackensie 
Haverkamp

“My favorite part of spring break was be-
ing able to take a break from homework, 
relax, and just binge-watch Netflix all 
day,” Austin said.

“Over spring break I went to Colorado, 
and my favorite part was going skiing,” 
Haverkamp said.

“Over spring break I worked a few days, 
slept, and played Black Ops II. Overall, 
my girlfriend and I enjoyed our break.” 
Monteith said.

What did you do Spring Break 2015?

Sophomores Mariah Pridey, Alex Ferguson, Cassie Dewey, Sami Fischer, and Riley Calderwood take a group photo after cheer-
ing on the Lady Eagles at state basketball in Hutchinson. The Lady Eagles won two out of their three games at state, taking 
third. “My favorite part of cheering on the girls at state was seeing all their hard work pay off. I saw firsthand how hard they 
worked at practice and how much they wanted to win,” Fischer said.(Photo provided by Sami Fischer)

Senior Logan Runnebaum stocks shelves at Bed, Bath and 
Beyond. Runnebaum has worked at Bed, Bath and Beyond for 
four months. “I decided to work because it was an efficient 
way to spend my spring break to prepare myself for next fall 
by earning money for college,” Runnebaum said. (Photo by 
Dalton Byrne)

Manager Connor Ziegler and Juniors Taylor White, Jordan Yo-
der, Madison Wegner, and Rachel Heiman celebrate their win 
against Sabetha. The Lady Eagles took third place at state the 
first weekend of spring break.”Placing third at state was a very 
rewarding feeling. I think we put in a ton of hard work this year 
to get to that spot, and it was very deserving,” Wegner shared.  
(Photo by Dalton Byrne)

“I went on vacation over spring 
break. I went to Galveston, Texas 
with Zach Boyd, Haegan Schaefer, 
Greg Larson and Khamin Crow. My 
favorite part of the vacation was 
spending the days on the beach 
with my friends,” Schenkel said.

1.

 13%
 19%

 52%

 15%

Junior Logan Wolfley Senior Tate Schenkel

“Over spring break I stayed at 
the Hard Rock Hotel in Cancun, 
Mexico. My favorite part was 
relaxing on the beach and having all 
I could eat and drink because the 
resort was all-inclusive,” Wolfley 
explained.
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MARCH: A Month in Review
By Zach Wilson
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Spring Break

March Madness

Chinese Cyber Censorship

     March brings about that special time of year for 
students - spring break. Silver Lake’s spring break was 
March 16-20. Many students  used this time to relax, 
catch up on sleep, or hang out with friends. However, 
some students took this oppurtunity to travel. Seniors 
Zach Boyd, Greg Larson, Tate Schenkel, and Haegan 
Schaefer went to Galveston, Texas. Juniors Mariah 
Cook, Taylor White, and Jordan Yoder also traveled to 
Texas. Seniors Rachel Holder and Ryan Matzke went 
with their families to Colorado. Sophomore Megan 
Risetter went to Florida. This is just to name a few 
students who  traveled in the U.S., Junior Logan Wol-
fley was lucky enough to travel to Cancun, Mexico.

    For years the Chinese government has been 
known to widely censor the internet and prohibit 
their people from accessing certain information, 
and they show no sign of easing up on these strict 
laws. The biggest upset over this controversy is the 
fact that this hinders freedom of expression and 
speech, two things that are often taken for granted 
in the U.S. While there may be some repercussions 
for expressing some opinions in the U.S., the reper-
cussions in China are far more severe. Hundreds of 
Chinese citizens have been detained for expressing 
the most peaceful of views online. Senior  Chey-
enne White expressed her thoughts and opinions 
on this critical issue and how it would affect her life .

     The 64-team March Madness tournament 
began earlier this month and will continue 
through early April. Many people all around 
the country pick their favorite team and stand 
by them as long as possible. However, brack-
ets were quickly ruined in the second round. 
Iowa State and Baylor, both three-seed teams, 
lost to 14-seed teams. With tensions run-
ning high, the tournament progressed and 
students at Silver Lake contiunued to keep 
up with the madness. Senior Ethan Kats 
shared his take on all of the action. The Fi-
nal Four games are set for April 4, with the 
championship game set to be held on April 6.

Comment:

Comment:

Comment:

“I went to Cancun on a vacation with my 
family and stayed at the Hard Rock Hotel. 
The hotel was all-inclusive, so there was 
never a minute I was hungry or thirsty. 
I went swimming, running on the beach, 
shopping, snorkeling, and deep sea fish-
ing. The fishing was my favorite because it 
was  six hours and I caught a 54” Wahoo, a 
trohpy fish. The best part was meeting peo-
ple from all over the world. Their culture 
was much different, and I learned a lot about 
them. I wouldn’t have chosen to go  any-
where different. I had the time of my life.”

“March Madness is my favorite time 
of the year because I love all of the 
basketball! I made a bracket because 
I make one every year. It’s a lot of fun 
to try and do better than my family 
and friends. I’m not cheering for any 
specific team, I’m just cheering for my 
bracket. The most exciting part about 
the tournament to watch is all the close 
games and dramatic upsets. Any team 
can beat anybody. I really don’t care 
who makes it all the way. My team is 
in a downfall right now, but I would 
love to see K-State there someday. ”

“I think the Chinese government is just trying to 
protect itself from opposition. I honestly can’t imag-
ine living in such a restricted way, in fear of being 
arrested for posting content the government doesn’t 
approve of. If this were to happen in  the U.S.,  nearly 
every aspect of modern life would be altered. Cen-
sorship is always meant to limit exposure to ideas. 
Often, it is rationalized with claims of protection. 
However, if people aren’t allowed to encounter dif-
ferent ideas, even opposing ones, the development of 
a culture and society can be stunted. Freedom of ex-
pression and access to that expression is one of the 
most important building blocks of a great nation.”

Senior -
Cheyenne 

White

Senior - 
Ethan 
Kats

Junior -
Logan
Wolfley


