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Eagle times

Ziegler hits court as head coach 
By Abby Brockmann

     Lady Eagles Basketball Coach Loren 
Ziegler is back on track as head coach 
after five years of being assistant coach. 
Ziegler has been coaching for 36 years.
     “The best part about being the head 
coach is the opportunity to set the goals 
and objectives for the 
program,” Ziegler 
stated.
     He said being the 
assistant coach from 
2009-2014 had its 
advantages and disad-
vantages.
     “I was the assistant coach for five 
years after having been the head coach 
for 27 years. The best part was working a 
few less hours each week. The worst part 
was not being able to be as vocal in the 
games,” Ziegler said.
    Ziegler has had a great amount of 
coaching experience.
     “I have been coaching basketball for 
36 years. I started coaching to make the 
big bucks,” he joked. “I did it because I 
enjoy the competition and working with 
players to help them be successful.”
     The amount of time Ziegler has to 
put into being the head coach is the most 
difficult part about basketball season for 
him.

     “The toughest part is the hours it takes 
preparing for games and sacrificing your 
time away from family and friends,” he 
commented.
     Ziegler looks up to other coaches to 
inspire him in his coaching career.

     “I have always looked up 
to many coaches who have 
mentored me in my coaching 
career, especially CJ Hamil-
ton and Ken Darting. I have 
also studied John Wooden and 
follow his philosophy. Not 
only was he a consistent win-

ning coach, he did it the right way with 
integrity and his values having a higher 
priority than winning,” Ziegler explained.
     When it comes to game time, Ziegler 
motivates the players by reminding them 
of the tradition of Silver Lake High 
School.
     “Because of our reputation and tradi-
tion, I stress to our players that every 
game has to be a bigger game for us than 
it is for them. We should get every oppo-
nent’s best shot, so we have to be ready 
to play at a high level to be successful,” 
he explained.

     See the rest of the article here:
Ziegler hits court as head coach

“I stress to our 
players that every 
game has to be a 
bigger game for us 
than it is for them.”
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Page 2 Sports Page 3 Sports

Eagle times Eagle times

Basketball players take it to the hoop
     Senior Allison Christy described her role as a senior leader.
     “As a senior, people are looking up to you as a leader. In past 
years, underclassmen are just seen as an asset to the team. Being a 
senior requires you to set the example for the later leaders to fol-
low and help the players become a team,” Christy explained.
     Christy’s teammate Kaitlyn Shoemaker, who is out for the sea-
son with an injury, shared her thoughts.
     “I miss being able to suit up and warm up with my teammates 
on game day. Not being able to play in the games on Tuesday and 
Friday nights really kills me,” Shoemaker said.

     Senior Brennan Damman shared his goals he has in mind for 
the season.
      “Win state, and dunk it! I’ve always wanted to do that my 
entire life,” Damman shared.

      After winning state last year, Haegan 
Schaefer, senior, is training even harder 
this year to become a second-time state 
champion.  
     “I’m just working hard and trying to 
push myself every day at practice. I feel 
like I have to work harder this year be-
cause I went up 20 pounds to be at the top 
of my weight,” he said. 
     Schaefer continues his season with a 
record of 15-2.

Wrestlers hit the mat
By Haley Warbritton

Haegan Schaefer

Tate Schenkel 

Haegan Schaefer

Allison Christy

Gable Howerton Kaitlyn Shoemaker (far left) Brennan Damman and Jace Freeman 

Brennan Damman
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love is in the atmosphere # 
By Abby Brockmann and Sami Fischer
How long have you been 
together and why did you first 
start dating? 
J: Kensie and I have been 
together for a year and about 
three months. We first started 
dating because she had a crush 
on me for a while and I finally 
realized it and started talking 
to her.
M: When I first met him I 
thought he was cute, then I got 
to know him and realized that 
his personality is even better.
What is your favorite part 
about your bae and why?
J: I don’t have a bae, but if 
you’re referring to my girl-
friend, I would have to say her 
sense of humor and her laugh.
M: On a totally cheesy level, 
I absolutely love his smile. It 
always makes my day so much 
better.
Where did you have your first 
date and how would you say it 
went for both parties?
J: Our first date was at her 
house when I was invited over 
to watch a movie (yeah, real 
original). I had a great time 
actually getting to know her 
rather than just texting, and I 
like to think she had a good 
time, too.
M: Our first date was at my 
house and we watched a movie. 
I would say that it was equally 
awkward for both of us as we 
sat in silence the entire time.
What is your biggest pet peeve 

about your bae? 
J: She likes K-State. No expla-
nation needed.
M: He doesn’t like K-State.
What is your favorite memory 
you have with your bae?
J: Again, no bae, but my 
favorite memory with Kensie 
was when I secretly got her a 
kitten and set up a plan with 
her parents to be waiting in the 
living room with it when she 
came down from her shower. 
Her smile was priceless.
M: One night, we were watch-
ing a movie and it was storm-
ing outside. In the middle of the 
movie the power went out. We 
just sat and talked for hours and 
when the power finally came 
back on, he got up and shut off 
the TV so we could continue 
talking.
What is your favorite movie to 
watch together and why?
J: Anything but “The Grinch.” 
It’s not even watching. Just, 
“Listen to Kensie sing the 
entire movie,” time.
M: “The Grinch” because it’s 
a Christmas movie and I can 
recite the entire thing and when 
I do, he becomes extremely 
irritated.
Who initiated the relationship 
and how did they do it?
J: During state volleyball last 
year, we were both flirting with 
each other, so I asked her if she 
wanted to hang out sometime. 
She suggested that night and 

Vivacious valentines Math Instructor 
Alan Cunningham 

and Band Instructor 
Kirsten Cunningham

Freshmen Will Boyd 
and Mikayla Smith

Sophomores 
Michael Schaefer and 

Ashley Martinek

## #
What is the most embarrassing 
memory of your significant other?

M: One time Ashley’s parents 
convinced her she had to go to 
common sense school.

A: He was driving his 
3-wheeler and he got stuck in 
a ditch in a huge pile of snow 
in his shorts.

the rest is history.
M: I originally initiated it 
because I had a crush on him 
forever but he was the one that 
actually made it happen.
What are your plans for Valen-
tines Day?
J: Can’t say. It’s a surprise.
M: We haven’t yet decided 
what we are going to do.
What did you do for previous 
Valentines Days?
J: The kitten gift was a Valen-
tines present. Besides that, we 
just went to eat and hung out.
M: Last year Jace surprised 
me with a kitten. Best surprise 
ever.
What is your couple anthem?
J: Personally, I like “Lovelier 
than You” by B.o.B. because 
it reminds me so much of her, 
but I know how much she likes 
“Count On Me” by Bruno 
Mars.
M: We don’t really have a 
song, but if we did I guess it 
would be “Count On Me” by 
Bruno Mars.
What is the most important 
value in your relationship?
J: Just understanding that nei-
ther of us is perfect and despite 
our screw ups, knowing we will 
be there for each other.
M: The most important value 
to me is being happy. And Jace 
does an amazing job. I’m at my 
happiest with him.

Senior Jace Freeman and 
Sophomore 

Mackensie Haverkamp

What was your first impression of 
your spouse?

What attracted you to your 
boyfriend/ girlfriend?

A: My first impression was that she was 
gorgeous, energetic, and ambitious. And 
I found out later that my first impression 
was not just perception, but also reality! 

K: I heard this guy keep making funny, 
sarcastic comments throughout my first day 
at Silver Lake. When I had a chance to talk 
to him in the workroom, I was certain we’d 
be great friends, if not something more.

W: Her personality attracted me.

M: What attracted me about him 
was his nice and funny personality.
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Accelerating through winter
     Driving, especially in high 
school, requires awareness and 
consciousness from the driver. 
There are always risks involved 
in driving, but the risks increase 
when driving in the snow. Pre-
cautions must be taken in order 
to ensure safety of anyone on 
the road.
     Junior Jordan Yoder ex-
plained her least favorite part of 
driving in the snow.
     “Personally I hate driving 
in the snow for a plethora of 
reasons. The major reason I 
hate it is because my car tends 
to always be cold, and I hate 
the cold. Also, I do not enjoy 
driving in the snow because my 
driving skills in the snow are 
limited,” Yoder said.
     To stay safe, drivers must 
prepare themselves before they 
go on the road.

     Junior Jesse Renfro described 
how he stays safe when driving in 
the snow.
     “I bring a bucket of sand and 
try to put as much weight in the 
vehicle to improve traction. I also 
avoid deep areas,” Renfro said.
     Driving in the snow can be 
easier depending on what kind 
of vehicle is being driven.
     Sophomore Riley Calderwood 
explained how her car drives in 
the snow.
     “My car is good in the snow 
because it’s a truck and and per-
sonally I think trucks are good in 
the snow,” Calderwood said.
     Being informed on how to 
deal with certain situations is 
also important when preparing 
to drive in the snow. For some 
people, not having this informa-
tion can cause them to be fearful 
of driving in the snow. What is most irritating about driving in the winter?

Scraping windshields

Heating your car

Sliding on the roads

Driving slowly 

Poll taken of 25 randomly selected students at Silver Lake High

By Madison Wegner and Kelsey Priddy

28%

40%

12%

20%

     Junior Mariah Cook ex-
plained why she is scared to 
drive in the snow.
     ¨The scariest part about 
driving in the snow is sliding all 
over the road because I don’t 
know how to handle it,¨ Cook 
said.     Some younger drivers 
with little experience may have 
less confidence driving in the 
snow. 
     Sophomore Thad Madere 
shared what his confidence 
level is when driving in the 
snow. 
     ¨I have a lot of confidence 
driving in the snow because I 
have 4-wheel drive,¨ Madere 
said.     There are many ways 
to stay safe and prepare for 
driving in bad weather and if 
certain precautions are taken, it 
can give more confidence and 
safety to everyone on the road.

* Never warm up a vehicle in an enclosed area, such as a garage.
* Make certain your tires are properly inflated.
* Keep your gasoline tank at least half full to avoid gasoline freeze-up.
* If possible, avoid using your parking brake in cold, rainy and snowy weather.
* Do not use cruise control when driving on any slippery surface. 
* Drive slowly.
* The normal dry pavement following distance of three to four seconds should 
be increased to eight to 10 seconds.

Tips from http://exchange.aaa.com/safety/roadway-safety/winter-driving-tips/

Tips & Tricks      



Speaking Out
Forensics students use their voices with different works

By Kelsey Johnson

     “...forensics is more like a track and 
field event,” Jensen Hess, sports editor for 
Tiger News, said. 
     Forensics consists of acting and 
speaking, and students have the option 
of performing an event by themselves or 
with a partner.
     Michelle Taylor, forensics coach, said 
she believes the state tournament will be a 
challenging part of the season.
     “The state tournament will be the 
toughest tournament for the forensics 
squad. 3A is pretty stacked this year with 
Sterling moving up from 2A. Like most 
state tournaments, it helps if you have ex-
perience competing at that level because 
it’s so different from other tournaments. 
We don’t have that experience,” Taylor 
shared.
     Logan Runnebaum, senior, said she is 
looking forward to the state tournament 
because of the hard work to get there.
      Last year, the forensics squad lost 
many seniors and their experience. This 
year, however, the squad has swelled in 
size. Taylor said the squad is twice the 

size from last year, but there are only two 
seniors, Logan Runnebaum and Morgan 
Simmonds.
     In forensics, Taylor said students learn 
how to communicate more effectively. 
They also form relationships.
     “The kids are the most exciting aspect 
of forensics. I get a wide variety of per-
sonalities, and it is so fun getting to know 
them and watch them grow. There are so 
many great friendships that are formed 
in forensics and all the zany personali-
ties make for a lot of excitement,” Taylor 
added.
     Runnebaum agreed with Taylor about 
making new relationships.
     “Last year, I still had people to look up 
to, which happened to be people I’ve been 
looking up to in this program since my 
freshman year, and now all of a sudden I 
have no one to look up to. I’m the one ev-
eryone looks up to,” Runnebaum shared.
     A few students may be too shy to join 
forensics. According to Taylor, the best 

thing to do is try it.
     “Take the leap. As someone who 
waited until I was a sophomore to try it, I 
can only say I wish I would have done it 
sooner. It doesn’t have to take over your 
life either...I ask for three weekends and 
that’s it. Don’t make excuses because you 
might regret it,” Taylor said.
     Runnebaum said she joined forensics 
after trying debate. She competes in Infor-
mative and Original Oration. Her oration 
topic is about why quitting is good.
     “I joined because I was originally in 
debate, but after joining, I realized foren-
sics was more of my thing,” Runnebaum 
said.
     In forensics, there are many differ-
ent works from which the students may 
choose. The forensics coach also has to 
choose which tournaments at which to 
compete. Taylor said she believes this 
makes teaching forensics challenging.
     “We belong to a National Speech And 
Debate Association district, and it’s like 
our version of the MEL. We go to those 
tournaments as well as our MEL tourna-
ments. Proximity and obligation have a 
role in choosing which tournaments to 
compete at.
     “One of the most challenging aspects 
of forensics is that there is always so much 
going on. Everyone is doing different 
events and everyone is at different levels. 
Getting everyone prepared is a challenge, 
let alone making sure everyone improves,” 
Taylor shared.
     People have different reasons for decid-
ing to be involved in forensics. Taylor 
stated that forensics helped determine her 
career path.
     “Forensics and debate brought me to 
the teaching profession. Without them, 
I never would have considered it. I did 
forensics in high school, and it changed 
my life. Plus, I truly believe in the power 
of being able to stand in front of people 
and share thoughts and ideas. To give my 
students that power is awesome,” Taylor 
said.

TournamenT Schedule

Feb. 6: Washburn Rural
Feb. 7: Junction City
Feb. 13-14: Emporia
Feb. 20-21: Topeka High
Feb. 27-28: Silver Lake
March 6-7: Topeka West
March 13-14: Manhattan
March 27-28: NFL Student 
Congress - Topeka High
April 4: Highland Park
April 10-11: TBD
April 14-15: NFL PFD/LD SHHS
April 17-18: NFL IE Emporia

Miranda Graf, freshman, looks over her piece 
before the forensics tournament. (Photo by 
Claire Austin)
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February: A Month in Review
By Zach Wilson
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WORLD2015 Super Bowl

Winter Royalty World Gas Prices

  The 2015 Super Bowl was the most 
watched event in American television 
history. This year, the New England 
Patriots and the Seattle Seahawks 
faced off in Arizona at the  University 
of Phoenix stadium. Katy Perry was 
the main halftime act, with Lenny 
Kravitz and Missy Elliot as guest per-
formers. Ticket prices for this year’s 
game were also record breaking with 
the average price being $10,466.11 
on game day. Commercials that aired 
during the game were quite expen-
sive as well, with a 30-second ad 
costing $4.5 million. The last min-
ute of the game was gut wrenching 
for both teams, but with 20 seconds 
left, the Patriots intercepted a pass 
from the Seahawks and ensured their 
victory. The final score was  28-24.

Comment:

Comment:

Comment:

  StuCo hosted the Winter Royalty 
festivities for the second year in a 
row. The queen candidates were 
Katlyn Kirkwood, Payton Rickel, 
and Lauren Simone and the king 
candidates were Caleb Kern, Greg 
Larson, and Cody Renfro. Spirit 
Week included dress up days and 
candidate interviews, which can 
be found on the school’s website. 
There was also a semi-formal 
dance on Saturday. The crown-
ing ceremony was after the boys’ 
varsity game against Atchison on 
Jan. 30. Rickel was crowned queen 
and Larson was crowned king.

“My favorite part of Winter 
Royalty was seeing the funny 
pictures of the candidates 
and going to the dance. Win-
ter Royalty gives the school 
more pride during basketball 
season. If I could change one 
thing about it, I would add 
more activities to the pep 
rally to pump you up more.”

“I really enjoyed the Su-
per Bowl this year. The best 
commercial was the ‘Brady 
Bunch’ one with the Snick-
ers bar. I would’ve guessed 
that a 30-second ad would 
only cost half-a-million. Katy 
Perry’s halftime performance 
was better than last year’s 
act. I personally was rooting 
for the Patriots because they 
were the underdog. If I could 
pick two teams to appear in 
the Super Bowl for next year, 
I probably would pick the 
Chiefs and Seahawks because 
the Chiefs can beat them”  

   The world’s oil prices have been decreas-
ing for some time now due to a variety of 
different factors. Large-scale strikes at nine 
U.S. refineries, supply and demand,  and 
America’s increased oil production are all 
just some of the variables affecting prices. 
   In June 2014, barrels of oil were traded 
at $115. In early February 2015, they were 
trading at $51.93. This drastic increase has 
left more money in the pockets of con-
sumers around the country and around the 
globe, but it has also hurt  foreign coun-
tries  whose economy relies on oil exports. 
Russia is perhaps the worst case with their 
economy being downgraded to ‘junk’ sta-
tus. In the midst of international sanctions 
and declining oil prices, S&P has pre-
dicted a “painful recession” for Russia.

“The nicest thing about falling gas pric-
es is that I can actually fill my car up 
fully, instead of putting only a few dol-
lars worth at a time. I don’t think the 
prices will stay this cheap indefinitely; 
there’s always a situation that causes 
them to go up. I personally think Rus-
sia’s economy will keep declining if 
oil prices don’t go back up soon. The 
U.S. shouldn’t depend more on foreign 
oil for the sake of other countries. We 
should be more independent and supply 
the oil so we can control the prices.”

- Sophomore Josh Wilson

-Junior 
Kenzie

Kriss

-Freshman
Macey 

Koelliker
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