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Christmas time is giving time for students, faculty

By Gracie Johnson
Staff Writer
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     Christmas is a time of giv-
ing. Students and faculty mem-
bers have been participating in 
organizations to put others before 
themselves such as volunteering 
at the Ronald McDonald House, 
adopting a family through the To-
peka Christmas Bureau, and more.             
     Tomorrow, the girls’ basketball 

team will make their way down to the 
Ronald McDonald House in Topeka. 

According to Loren Ziegler, head coach, the coaches and 
players will help clean toys and arrange them, vacuum, 
dust, clean up the kitchen, rake up and bag the leaves 
outside, and anything else that is needed to be done. 
     Ziegler explained why it is important the team does 
this each year and how they benefit from it. 
     “It shows the players the importance of community 
service and doing things for a good cause. I think it helps 
build team unity and importance of teamwork,” he said. 
     Nicole Gerber, junior, explained her thoughts on go-
ing to the Ronald McDonald House. 
     “I benefitted... (last year) because it’s a great opportu-
nity to give back to the community and get some service 
done as a team,” Gerber said. 
     Gerber stated why she is looking forward to volun-
teering tomorrow.
     “I’m looking forward to spending time with our team, 
and giving some time to others rather than focusing on 
ourselves,” she said. 
     In addition to volunteering at the Ronald McDon-

     “I think it’s important to adopt a family so that as 
many local families as possible can have a happy holiday 
season. Some families are unable to afford gifts due to 
other financial obligations like health care bills, and it’s 
nice to be able to help others in the community, even if 
only temporarily,” Wiles said. 
     She shared the reactions she sees from the families 
when they receive the gifts.
     “The families we adopt are always very grateful for 
the help. Every time I’ve done this, the wishlist the fam-

ily provides is full of what most Silver 
Lake students wouldn’t think twice 
about having, like coats and shoes, with 
toys being at the very bottom of the list. 
Our staff group typically adopts single 
parent families, and the parent of the 
children will always make sure their 
needs come last. The adults in these 
families never want gifts for themselves. 
They just want something under the tree 

for their kids, and for whatever reason, they’re unable to 
afford anything. 
     “One year, a dad was so grateful to have gifts for his 
kids that he broke down in tears. Whenever we enter the 
house with gifts, just a few days before Christmas, there 
is nothing under the tree. When we leave, there’s no room 
for anything else. The staff here knows that we’re making 
a difference during the holiday season for at least one 
family, and that’s an extremely rewarding feeling,” she 
explained. 

ald House for the past seven years, the basketball team  
participates in other community events, such as Pancakes 
For Parker, which they have done for the past two years. 
The basketball coaches and players cook and serve pan-
cakes and juice to the community. The team has raised 
$1,700 in the past two years. All of the proceeds go to the 
family of Fourth-Grader Parker Monhollon, who is bat-
tling DIPG, an aggressive brain tumor.
     Another Christmas tradition faculty annually get 
involved in is the Christmas Bureau’s “Adopt A Family” 
program. Art Teacher Tiffany Wiles is 
just one of the high school teachers who 
participates.
     She explained what adopting a fam-
ily entails. 
     “When you adopt a family through 
the Christmas Bureau, you navigate to 
their website and fill out an adoption 
form. You give all of your contact in-
formation and select the type of family 
you’d be willing to adopt (for example, grandparents with 
kids, homebound elderly, single parents with kids, etc.). 
     “All of the families available for adoption had to go 
through an application and interview process to ensure 
that they are truly in need of help this season. Once 
you’re matched with a family, the Bureau sends you their 
wishlist. The group purchases things from the wishlist, 
wraps it all, and drops it off at the family’s home,” Wiles 
explained. 
     Wiles stated why many high school faculty members 
continue to adopt. 
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“I think it’s important to 
adopt a family so that 
as many local families 
as possible can have a 
happy holiday season,” 

Wiles said.

(more Christmas cheer on page 3)



As the holiday season 
approaches, I often spend 

my time vigorously pinning 
items on Pinterest, flipping 

through magazines, or scanning 
catalogs, with all of this “hard work” 

and dedication going toward the ultimate 
Christmas List. 

     Being a senior in high school, most of the 
items on my list are directed toward the needs 
and wants that I have as I begin my new endeavor 
of starting college next fall.
As the countdown to Christmas began, I realized 

that I am heading into my final holiday season being in high 
school. 

     The reality of this year’s Christmas gave me a different perspective.
     I started asking fellow classmates, faculty, and elementary students to 

help me rediscover what the meaning of Christmas truly is. 
     Senior Johanna Larson gave some insight on what the Christmas season means 

to her and her family.
     “When I was young, the celebration of Christmas always meant the celebration of 
Jesus, homemade cookies, and lots of new toys. My family always had many rituals, and 
without them, it was hard to get in the ‘Christmas spirit.’ 
     “Throughout the years, as my family experienced loss and our house shrunk with emptiness 
of siblings moving out, Christmas has taken on a whole new meaning. Christmas isn’t so much a 
holiday anymore as it is a feeling. It’s the longing, the hope, the warmth, and the irrevocable love 
felt when families are reunited once again.
“Christmas means reminiscing and making new memorable moments. It means security in the 
future and knowing that no matter how far we may drift, Christmas will always bring us back,” 
Larson shared.

   Spanish Teacher Syndia Coursen reminisced as she remembered the memories of Christmas time.
     “As a Christian, it is a time to remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus. For small kids, it is a magical time of 

Santa Claus, the North Pole, reindeer, and presents. It’s a time to curl up on the couch by the twinkling glow of the 
Christmas tree lights and watch cheesy Hallmark or Lifetime Christmas movies where everyone lives happily ever after.

     “It’s a time for my siblings and I to surprise our Mom with a gift she would never buy herself, as a thank you for all 
of the sacrifices she makes for us. It’s a time for traditions, baking the cinnamon rolls my Dad made every year, opening new pajamas on 

Christmas Eve, and leaving out a letter and treats for Santa. All of that mixed together is what Christmas, my favorite time of year, means to 
me,” she said.

    Second-Grader Addy Just answered the question without a bit of hesitation.
       “I think Christmas means celebrating Jesus and having a fun time with your family,” Just said. 

    With the help of students and faculty in my district, I have been able to not only find, but appreciate on a deeper level, the meaning of Christmas. 
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Christmas

     Not only do faculty members participate in these pro-
grams, but students do also. “Operation Christmas Child” 
is another organization that is available for people to help 
others.
     “Operation Christmas Child” is an organization for 
churches to provide kids all around the world with shoe-
boxes full of toys, clothes, and anything else for Christ-
mas. 
     Sophomore Joshua Adee, member of the Silver Lake 
First Baptist Church, shared his thoughts about the im-
portance of shoeboxes. 
     “Lots of children aren’t able to afford or experience 
Christmas in their parts of the world, and these shoeboxes 
are a great way to give to these people,” Adee said. 
     Different countries are very limited in clothes, food, 
toys, and more, so this program is another way for them 
to celebrate Christmas. 
     “I think it’s very sad that many people around the 
world can’t afford what they want, and I love ‘Opera-
tion Christmas Child,’ which gives me the chance to give 
them a gift,” Adee explained. 
     He shared how Christ’s love can be shown through 
these shoeboxes. 
     “It shows the gift of God, and how he provides for 
those He loves. The Christmas boxes are just a small ex-
ample of His love. I think that it’s very inspiring that they 
can have that strong of faith when resources and necessi-
ties are low,” he stated. 
     This global organization sends out lists providing ap-
propriate ideas of what to put in the shoe boxes such as 
washcloths, stuffed animals, toothpaste and toothbrushes, 

hair ties, and devotionals. Adee explained how that list 
helped give him and other students ideas of what to buy 
on their shopping trip.
     “The shopping went pretty well I think. We had in 
mind ideas of objects that would make great gifts for 
these children. It was very enjoyable,” Adee explained. 
     He described the rewarding aspect of putting together 
shoeboxes for the children. 
     “It’s always enjoyable, wrapping those shoeboxes, 
because I know how that gift I’m packing will bring joy 
into a child’s life and his or her family’s. The company 
makes cardboard boxes that can be folded into the shape 
needed. People can also buy plastic containers, shoebox 
size, which also provides a form of storage the family can 
use also,” he said.
     Along with wrapping the shoeboxes, writing a letter 
to the child is another way to encourage the kids to keep 
living their faith.   
     “I love writing the letter because it’s my way to 
express my joy from God to the child and let them know 
about the person who gave them that gift,” he said. 
     Adee explained how he hopes his faith will influence 
many others around the world.
     “It’s a great experience praying over those boxes 
every year because I know that the gift in front of me is 
going to change a child’s life for the better. Prayer makes 
me feel close to God. Me and my friends who pack those 
shoeboxes pray that that child, on the other side of the 
world, will see how great God is and how He works in 
everyone’s life, even in those of the less fortunate, who
we are giving the gift of God to,” he explained.  
   

Students spread Christmas 
cheer through shoeboxes

(continued from page 1)

Freshman Amanda Mabrey picks out gifts to put in her shoebox. Freshman Gabe TenEyck writes a letter for the child who is going to receive his shoebox.

Seventh-Graders Olivia Day and Cassie Smith pray over their 
shoeboxes.

Freshman Shelbie Todd puts together her shoebox.

Photos by Gracie Johnson
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serve state title

By Abby Brockmann
Editor-in-Chief

By Crystal Foster
Staff Writer

     The Lady Eagles volley-
ball team brought home yet 
another state championship 
on Saturday, Oct. 29, defeat-
ing the Hesston Swathers.    
     This is the third champion-
ship win in four years, with 
last year’s finish being state 
runner-up.
     Starters for the squad 
included Seniors Torey 
Burkhardt, Alex Ferguson, 
and Mariah Pridey; Junior 
Marissa Bates; and Fresh-
men Lexi Cobb and Daryn 

Lamprecht.
     Lamprecht, middle hitter, 
and Pridey, right side hitter, 
shared the most exciting mo-
ment of the state tournament.
     “As a freshman, and every-
thing being new to me, it was 
all exciting - and, of course, 
winning was icing on the 
cake,” Lamprecht said.
     “The most exciting mo-
ment was when we had 24 
points the third set of the 
championship game and 
knowing that we were going 

to win. I couldn’t stop smiling 
knowing that we were just 
about to win state,” Pridey 
said.
     Post-season accolades 
included Cobb earning 3A 
All-State Second Team hon-
ors, and Ferguson and Bates 
receiving the 3A All-State 
First Team honors.
     On Oct. 28, the Eagles lost 
to Hesston, 20-25, 25-15, and 
23-25 in the first pool play 
match. They then took on 
Humboldt, sweeping them 25-
22 and 25-8. In the last pool 
play game, they triumphed 
over #1 seed TMP- Marian, 
25-19 and 25-15.
     On Oct. 29, the Eagles 
edged Douglass in the 
semifinal match, 25-23 and 
25-23. They got a second 
chance at Hesston in the finals 
for the state title, beating the 
Swathers, 24-26, 25-23, and 

25-21.
     Assistant Coach Amy Far-
lee said that the team’s ability 
to overcome obstacles helped 
them on the road to state. 
     “I think one of the biggest 
strengths of our team this 
season is that we experi-
enced overcoming struggles 
together. During the season, 
there were some times that 
things did not go as planned. 
The team worked through 
those situations together and 
overcame them. 
     “Everyone had a vital role 
in success and was important 
to the team. The girls really 
recognized this in post-season 
and complemented one 
another very well,” Farlee 
explained.
     Hillary Lott, assistant 
coach, agreed with Farlee on 
the team being able to work 
well together.

Volleyball girls

Freshman Daryn Lamprecht

UP
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Basketball Schedule
Dec. 1 (H) vs. Frankfort
Dec. 6 (H) vs. Council Grove
Dec. 9 (A) vs. Riley County 
Dec. 13 (H) vs. Royal Valley
Dec. 16 (H) vs. St. Marys
Jan. 3 (A) vs. Rossville
Jan. 6 (A) vs. Rock Creek
Jan. 10 (H) vs. Wabaunsee
Jan. 13 (H) vs. Riley County
Jan. 24 (A) vs. Santa Fe Trail
Jan. 27 (H) vs. Atchison
Jan. 31 (A) vs. Osage City
Feb. 3 (A) vs. St. Marys
Feb. 10 (H) vs. Rossville
Feb. 14 (A) vs. Wellsville 
Feb. 17 (H) vs. Rock Creek
Feb. 23 (A) vs. Wabaunsee
(not including tournaments or post-season 

games)

Wrestling Schedule
Dec. 1 @ Jeff West (5 p.m.)
Dec. 8 @ Pleasant Ridge (5:30 p.m.)
Dec. 10 @ Onaga (9:30 a.m.)
Dec. 17 @ Abilene (10 a.m.)
Jan. 7 @ Burlington (9 a.m.)
Jan. 12 @ Eudora (5:30 p.m.)
Jan. 14 @ Marysville (9 a.m.)
Jan. 20 @ Beloit (9:30 a.m.)
Feb. 4 @ Silver Lake (9:30 a.m.)
Feb. 10 (LEAGUE) @ Riley County (3 p.m.)

(not including post-season tournaments)

Come support the Eagles in their winter sports! 

     “We were incredibly well 
rounded. We had numerous 
girls that could kill the ball at 
numerous positions. We had 
a solid setter and libero, and 
we were a great serve receive 
team,” she said.
     Pridey shared what this 
squad had to do to take the 
crown as opposed to previous 
years.
     “We had to work harder 
because we had a bunch
of people who hadn’t ever
played on the varsity team
before, so we had to work as 
a team and all come together 
as one,” Pridey shared.
     Lamprecht shared similar 
sentiments.
     “For many of us, it was 
the first time playing together, 
so we had to adjust to play-
ing and being on the court 
together,” she said.
     However, when it came 
to what Lamprecht was most 
confident in, she said it was 
her team.
     “We were all looking at 

the same prize and worked 
hard to get there,” she said.
     According to Farlee, her 
coaching style remained 
constant throughout the entire 
season. 
     “My coaching responsibili-
ties and style, as an assistant 
coach, don’t really change 
going into state week. We as 
coaches try to prepare more 
for the teams that we will 
meet in competition and share 
our thoughts with the girls. As 
coaches, we provide support 
and encouragement whenever 
we can,” she explained.
     Lott said she strived to stay 
positive and encouraging for 
the players.
     “As an assistant coach to 
the varsity team, I always 
try to be as encouraging and 
positive as I can. I try to build 
up each player and let them 
know that their particular role 
on the team is important and 
that we need their best to be 
successful,” she said.
     Lamprecht and Pridey 

shared the best piece of 
advice they were given going 
into state week.
     “When (Head Coach 
Sarah) Johnson told us to 
‘never give up, never give 
in,’ it really stuck in my head 
throughout the whole tourna-
ment. I thought that really 
helped me throughout the 
weekend,” Lamprecht said.
     “The best advice I was 
given was when the coaches 
and my teammates told me 
where the holes were on the 
other side so I could be suc-
cessful in my hitting,” Pridey 
shared.
     Pridey described the 
team’s ultimate goal for the 
state tournament.
     “Losing four starting 
seniors from last year, this 
year we all said we wanted 
to make it to the top four at 
state. Making it to the semifi-
nals, we were all really happy 
that we already achieved our 
goal,” she said.
     Lamprecht had her eye on 

the prize when it came to her 
goals.
     “I wanted to focus on 
winning. When we lost to 
Hesston in pool play, I was 
focused on winning the next 
two games to advance to 
Saturday,” she explained.
     Farlee and Lott both said 
they felt a nervous excitement 
during the tournament.
     “During the tournament, 
I was more excited than ner-
vous. When we lost in the first 
round of play, we knew that 
we had to win our last match. 
Knowing that you have to win 
or go home can be a lot of 
pressure, but I think it really 
motivated a drive in our team. 
     “From that moment on, I 
felt a shift go from fighting 
to stay in the tournament to 
playing with confidence and 
accepting nothing less than 
our best,” Farlee said.
     “I only remember feeling 
nervous once. It was Saturday 
before the semifinals and the 
whole team was in the locker 

room getting ready. The 
coaches were taping, music 
was going, and nobody was 
talking. Everyone just had 
this look about them that was 
so focused and fierce. Goose-
bumps and butterflies hit me 
all at once,” Lott shared.
     Farlee described the mo-
ment when she knew the team 
was going to win state. 
     “When we won our second 
set in the championship 
match, the team played with 
such determination. The girls 
showed no fear and didn’t 
play scared. They jumped into 
the third match with a rocky 
start, but once they started 
coming back, it was an unbe-
lievable feeling of happiness 
for the team to have accom-
plished such a feat. 
     “To be down and fight 
back so hard, and to do it as 
a whole team, is something 
really special. It was a huge 
feeling of pride for our pro-
gram, school, and commu-
nity,” she explained.

     Lamprecht and Pridey 
shared their emotions when 
they took the crown.
     “I was extremely excited. 
It was hard to believe that 
it actually was happening,” 
Lamprecht said.
     “None of it seemed real 
to me, and I couldn’t believe 
that we did it. I was so happy 
with my team and the way 
we played together,” Pridey 
shared.
     Lott said she felt nothing 
but joy for the team when 
they became state champions.
     “I was beyond happy for 
the girls. I felt nothing but 
pure joy for them. They really, 
really worked for this. This 
team didn’t have it easy, and 
they weren’t a shoe-in to be 
state champions. They really 
had to push a lot of noise 
aside and find out what kind 
of team they could be. A lot 
of teams would have given up 
before that point. Again, I was 
so overjoyed for the team. 
They deserved it!” Lott said.

Want to catch up on 
scores you missed?

@SilverLakeEagle

Silver Lake 
Schools, USD 

372
or see the district website, 
www.silverlakeschools.org
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Mary Poppins

     This year’s musical was “Mary Poppins.” After 
three months of preparation, the musical was 
performed on Dec. 2 and 3 in the Performing Arts 
Center. 
     Vocal Teacher Tonya McGough was the musical 
director, and Senior Mackensie Haverkamp was the 
chief choreographer. 
     Music was provided by Cathy Altman, piano ac-
companist, and Andy Rhodes, band teacher. English 

1. Risetter and Wilson
2. Gerber and dancers

3. Haverkamp
4. Wilson, Risetter, Matzke, and English

5. Wagner and Ridder
6. Risetter

7. Nagy and Haverkamp
8. Matzke and English

9. Arnold, Schuckman, and Ortiz
10. Wilson By Kennedy Kats

Staff Writer

“Mary Poppins” Cast List
Bert- Josh Wilson

George Banks- Keith Nagy
Winifred Banks- Mackensie Haverkamp

Jane Banks- Olivia English
Michael Banks- Logan Matzke

Katie Nana/Chorus- Alyssa Reeder
Policeman/John Northbrook/Chorus- Alex Holder
Admiral Boom/Bank Clerk/Chorus- Josh Dallman

Park Keeper/Bank Chairman/Chorus- 
Nathan Ruby

Miss Smythe/Chorus- Alex Ferguson
Mrs. Brill- Jennah Ridder

Robertson Ay/Von Hussler/Chorus- Ryan Wagner
Mary Poppins- Megan Risetter

Bank Clerk/Sweep/Chorus- Calen Schuckman
Neleus/Bank Clerk/Chorus- Josh Boucher

Queen Victoria/Chorus- Macey Clark
Doll/Chorus- Peyton Fergola

Valentine/Chorus- Lyndsey Vande Velde
Bird Woman/Miss Andrew/Chorus- Bailee Arnold

Annie/Chorus- Micki Moore
Teddy Bear/Chorus- Samantha Ortiz

Mrs. Corry/Chorus- Nicole Gerber
Fannie/Chorus- Santana Raub

Bank Clerk/Chorus- Timmy Williams
Miss Lark/Chorus- Samantha Fisher

Sweep/Chorus- Cooper Davis
Toy/Chorus- Cheyenne Bottom

People in the Chorus were sweeps, park strollers, 
statues, magic store people and all of the above.
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Teacher Mary Larson volunteered as the hair-
dresser and critiqued dress rehearsals. 
     Ian Reel, industrial arts teacher, and Mc-
Gough were the stage tech directors and guided 
the students in the production of the sets.
     McGough acknowledged the hard work and 
talent of the students in the musical.
     “The students did an awesome job on a very 
complicated musical,” she commented.
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