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By Ethan Clark

New COVID Policies 
Shape 20-21 School Year

     After being postponed 

last spring due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, USD 

372 resumed in-person 

last August and has been 

moving forward for nearly 

three months.

     District superintendent 

Tim Hallacy, when asked 

about what it took to open 

up the school again, listed 

only a few of some of the 

more major changes that 

had to occur. Among other 

things, he named the social 

distancing policies, mask 

mandates, temperature 

checks, updates in air 

filtration, and elevated 

cleaning protocols as some 

of the more noticeable.

     Hallacy said he was con-

fident that the new man-

dates have helped stop the 

spread of coronavirus.

     “...layered together…

[the new policies] have 

allowed us to bring all our 

students and staff back to 

school to work together 

five days a week, which 

is something to be proud 

of given our current chal-

lenges,” he said. “One of 

the major concerns in this 

pandemic is that COVID-19 

seems to spread easily 

among people. We have 

been in school a quarter 

now and we have not had 

any instances of classroom 

spread and that is with 

everyone in attendance 

each day, all day. That tells 

us that our multiple mitiga-

tion efforts when combined 

are working and reducing 

spread risks.”

     Hallacy elaborated on 

the reactions he’s received 

from the public regarding 

the new policies.

     “Everyone has been po-

lite, cooperative and com-

pliant with the changes we 

have had to make,” he said. 

“I think the vast majority 

of people realize no one 

really enjoys all the miti-

gation efforts, restrictions, 

masks and inconveniences 

that have come with the 

COVID pandemic. But our 

students, staff, parents and 

community members also 

seem to realize these in-

conveniences are the price 

we are all paying to have 

students on campus each 

day, to be able to work with 

teachers in person, to be 

able to participate in activ-

ities and have some sense 

of normalcy to their school 

experience.

     “Being able to have 

school with everyone in 

attendance also reduces 

some of the burdens our 

families experienced in the 

spring and allows them to 

return to work, so there is a 

very real positive economic 

impact on our families and 

community as well. We 

know it wouldn’t take very 

many to ruin it for everyone 

either. If someone doesn’t 

want to follow the guide-

lines and protocols that 

have allowed us to operate 

school successfully for a 

quarter of the year they can 

move to remote learning or 

simply stay off campus.”

     Senior Lacee Best dis-

cussed her thoughts on the 

new mandates’, and their 

impact on her own senior 

year.

     “The COVID-19 policies 

are honestly kind of an-

noying,” she said. “I 100% 

agree we need to take pre-

cautions to stop the spread 

of the virus, but coming to 

school everyday wondering 

who has it now or who is in 

quarantine now, makes me 

a little paranoid. It’s only a 

matter of time before ev-

eryone has gotten it. Also, 

I don’t mean to be the pity 

party here, but we don’t 

get any of our senior year 

dances that I was really 

looking forward to.”

     Silver Lake chose not 

to hold both its Back-to-

School and Homecoming 

dance this year as they’d 

violate social distancing 

rules.

     High school principal 

Brad Womack said starting 

in-person was a priority for 

the administrators.

     “Our goal as early 

as June was to have all 

students back on campus 

starting in August,” he said. 

“The surprise came when 

the governor announced 

another school closing 

through September 9th. 

We were very confident 

that we could start before 

then and we were very 

happy we had the opportu-

nity to do so.”

     Womack added that 

some of the biggest ob-

stacles regarding starting 

school again were spacing 

out classrooms and the 

lunchroom, training staff in 

handling remote learning 

and in-person learning, 

and purchasing and stock-

ing up the needed cleaning 

supplies.

     Womack said he was 

grateful for the student’s 

and staff’s cooperation in 

following the new man-

dates. However, he said he 

had one regret.

     “I truly missed the ex-

citement that students and 

staff have when we start 

a new year,” he said. “If 

there is one thing I wished I 

would have been able to do 

as the building leader was 

to figure out a way to have 

the STUCO run our first 

day of fun activities as they 

did last year—they were 

awesome!”

     Best illustrated what 

she’s learned from this 

school year so far.

     “I’ve learned that viruses 

and little bugs transfer so 

easy in schools,” she said. 

“I think there’s two sides 

to this whole thing: you 

either want to wear your 

“...but coming to school
 everyday wondering who 

has it now or who is in 
quarantine now, makes 

me a little paranoid.”
- Senior Lacee Best

mask and do your best to 

not let anyone get it, or you 

want to not wear your mask 

and continue business as 

usual because you think 

most people survive. In my 

opinion, your chances of 

not getting COVID are only 

slightly better wearing a 

mask.”

     Womack said that the 

era of coronavirus would 

definitely have lasting 

effects on the education 

system. He said what he 

thought would change 

most is how teachers 

create activities for class 

and engage students in the 

learning process.

     “I also think we will see a 

big change in how teachers 

assess student learning 

with a movement to stan-

dards-based grading and 

the assessment of compe-

tencies where students can 

get credit for knowledge 

and skills they acquired 

regardless of where they 

learn the skill,” he said.

     Hallacy agreed that there 

would be lasting effects on 

how school is taught.

     “The disruptive nature 

of the pandemic forced 

schools to pivot to remote 

learning which in turn fast 

tracked proficiency with 

technology, integration of 

technology and digitized 

many of the activities we 

routinely provide for stu-

dents,” he said. “Schools 

were forced to prioritize 

what interactions and stan-

dards they were teaching 

but more importantly how 

they were delivering those 

and their effectiveness 

because it was not done 

in the traditional person to 

person format.

     “The very nature of how 

we design experiences 

our students will learn and 

the knowledge and skills 

embedded in those is now 

a critical focus point in 

lesson planning because 

we cannot do it in the same 

ways. Because students 

were separated and not 

together they naturally 

began to move through the 

curriculum, material and 

experiences at their own 

pace. The combination 

of technology, skill and 

knowledge based activi-

ties and student self paced 

activities are now in place 

in high quality classrooms 

and most students will 

want to continue to learn 

that way even when things 

return to ‘normal’.”

Shawnee County Community 
Transmission Score

(as 0f 11/12)

Uncontrolled

High

Moderate

Low
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Quarantine
     The school can’t prevent 

students from contracting 

the corona-virus, but they 

are taking the necessary 

precautions to prevent a 

potential outbreak. These 

students have previ-

ously tested positive for 

COVID-19 due to being in 

close contact with some-

one who tested positive, 

showed two or more symp-

toms, or had been in large 

crowds. 

     Avery Woolington, a 

freshman in volleyball, 

whose brother tested 

positive, had to quarantine 

alongside her family for 

two weeks. 

     “My main symptoms 

were loss of taste and sore 

throat,” Woolington said. “I 

never ran a fever like most 

people do.”

     The corona-virus has 

a multitude of different 

symptoms. Kristen Rak-

estraw, Taylor Ross, and 

Woolington said they all 

thought they had minor 

symptoms for a cold, but 

after being tested, found 

out they were COVID pos-

itive. 

     The virus can be tested 

through different tech-

niques depending on which 

state you’re in, but specif-

ically in Topeka they offer 

the cotton swab test.  

     Taylor Ross, a soph-

omore in volleyball, had 

started showing symptoms 

during the summer and 

later tested positive. 

     “I got tested around the 

middle of July,” Ross said. 

“I got the test where they 

stick a cotton swab up 

your nose and it took about 

three days for me to get my 

results back.” 

     The school states that 

you must provide a neg-

ative COVID test before 

returning to school, if stu-

dents do not want to wait 

the 14 quarantine days. 

     Kristen Rakestraw, a 

senior in cross country, 

started showing symp-

toms and got tested in the 

middle of her cross country 

season, taking her out for 

two weeks. 

   “I got tested the Monday 

I was supposed to go back 

to school because I didn’t 

want to chance getting 

anyone sick,” K. Rakestraw 

said. “I went through a test 

in a parking garage and 

they did a nasal swab, the 

results took about three 

days.” 

     The shared symptoms 

for Ross and K. Rakestraw 

were chills, fever, head-

aches, difficulty breathing, 

stomach aches, but they 

lacked a sore throat or a 

loss of taste. 

     These three all got test-

ed at different times, but 

the process of being tested 

has remained the same 

with minor adjustments to 

the size and flexibility of 

the nasal swab.

     When getting test-

ed, nurses use a 12 inch 

nasal swab up your nose. 

The swab goes through 

your nose to the back of 

your throat to be wiggled 

around, making sure they 

get the surrounding area 

where bacteria sits. Nurs-

es then take those results 

to be tested, and results 

are expected around three 

days after. 

     Woolington informed us 

By: Gracie Trammel

  “The first time I got 
tested they put the 

swab in my nose, but 
it goes to the back of 

the throat so it kind 
of stung, but they 

didn’t leave it there 
long. The second 

time, they put it in my 
nose and kept 

spinning it. I didn’t 
really enjoy that.” - 

Kristen 
Rakestraw

she had got tested on July 

1 and had received her re-

sults on July 3, and she had 

taken the cotton swab test. 

     “It burned a lot and 

after the test was over the 

feeling still lingered,” Ross 

said. 

     Both Ross and K. Rak-

estraw experienced major 

discomfort and a burning 

sensation in their noses, 

while Woolington only ex-

perienced discomfort and 

no pain during her test. 

     “The first time I got 

tested they put the swab in 

my nose, but it goes to the 

back of the throat so it kind 

of stung, but they didn’t 

leave it there long,” K. Rak-

estraw said. “The second 

time, they put it in my nose 

and kept spinning it. I didn’t 

really enjoy that.”       

     K. Rakestraw, Ross, 

and Woolington all tested 

positive, causing them to 

be quarantined. 

     Quarantining is a guide-

line set by Silver Lake for 

students who showed 

symptoms or had tested 

positive. 

     “I got COVID from my 

mom,” Ross said. “I had a 

headache one day and I 

went to take some med-

icine and I accidentally 

drank from the cup that she 

used.”

     Ross informed that she 

Silver Lake students 
elaborate on experiences 
with being quarantined

was trapped in her house 

for a month and a half. She 

expressed, the longer she 

was quarantined the more 

difficult it was to find things 

that entertained her.

     Woolington said she was 

quarantined for an extend-

ed period of time because 

her brother tested positive.

     Woolington announced, 

that she was worried she 

wouldn’t get her driver’s 

permit in time, due to her 

test coming back positive. 

     “The worst part about 

quarantine was probably 

when I thought I wasn’t go-

ing to get my permit when 

I wanted to,” Woolington 

said. “I tested positive two 

days before the driving 

part of drivers ed started 

so after my quarantine, I 

drove for two days instead 

of eight like everyone else. 

Also, quarantine was ex-

tremely boring.”

     Ross had contracted 

the virus through sharing 

a drink unaware that her 

mother was COVID pos-

itive. Woolington’s older 

brother brought it home, 

after being exposed from a 

co-worker.

     Taylor stated that quar-

antine took a major toll 

on her mental health and 

social life.

     “It was hard not being 

able to see my friends,” 

Ross said. “I hadn’t seen 

another human being, other 

than my family, until I was 

7

able to go back to summer 

weights.” 

     Ross expressed her 

feelings about missing her 

friends, while K. Rakestraw 

voiced her annoyance 

about her younger brother 

Justin Rakestraw. 

     “Being in the same house 

as Justin for ten days was 

kind of rough, he talks a 

lot,” K. Rakestraw said. 

“Not being able to see my 

friends wasn’t fun but we 

Face-timed a lot.”

     Woolington, Ross, and 

K. Rakestraw mentioned 

they felt guilty contracting 

COVID and feeling like 

they let their sports teams 

down, as well as causing 

the rest of their families to 

quarantine too. 

     “None of them got 

COVID, but I felt bad they 

had to quarantine because 

of me and longer than me, 

in case they developed 

symptoms,” K. Rakestraw 

said. 

      Being a close contact to 

a COVID positive student 

is another guideline by the 

school, causing them to 

have to quarantine for 14 

days. Justin Rakestraw, a 

junior in football, was one 

of the family members who 

had been a close contact 

since his sister had tested 

positive. 

     Junior Caleb Taylor had 

started showing symptoms, 

and the school nurse quar-

antined him for a week until 

he felt his health was better 

for school. 

    Quarantined students 

had to endure online school 

longer than in class stu-

dents. 

     “I think online school is 

harder than in person be-

cause Google Meet was al-

ways glitching, and some-

times your WiFi doesn’t 

work,” Ross said. “It just 

got really stressful.”       

     WiFi is a major problem 

for students at home, and 

is difficult for the school to 

help with, considering it’s 

not their home life.

      “It was kind of frustrat-

ing because my WiFi is ter-

rible and I felt like I did not 

learn well,” J. Rakestraw 

said.  

     Woolington voiced that 

being home makes moti-

vation more difficult for the 

students, especially when 

they’re confined in a room. 

“It was hard 
not being 

able to see 
my friends. I 
hadn’t seen 

another 
human being, 
other than my 
family, until I 

was able to go 
back to sum-
mer weights.” 
- Sophomore 

Taylor Ross

      Remote learning is more 

difficult to learn and com-

municate from teachers.

     “Online school wasn’t 

bad because I got to sleep 

in but it was harder to 

communicate with teachers 

when they had in person 

classes as well,” K. Rak-

estraw said. 

     Taylor also stated that he 

felt it was pointless to show 

up to Google Meets.     

     “It was easier to just get 

932897 absences a day, 

because even if you show 

up to class they have to 

count you absent,” Taylor 

said. 

     Each student had dif-

ferent views on the impor-

tance of school and what 

worked best for their daily 

routines. 

      These students ex-

pressed their experience of 

having COVID, and the girls 

agreed they never want 

to go through quarantine 

again.

     Ross also voiced that 

she got bored very quick-

ly while on quarantine, 

and she would prefer to 

be doing something at all 

times instead of sitting at 

home. While, K. Rakestraw, 

expressed how she didn’t 

want to be quarantined 

with her brother, Justin, as 

younger siblings annoy her 

easily. 
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The 2020 Elect ion Who are  you vot ing for?

     Why are you supporting President Trump? 

     I am supporting Donald Trump because I believe 

in all the things he has done for this country, he has 

boosted the economy, he has signed a deal be-

tween Israel trying to gain peace.

     What do you disagree with regarding VP Biden’s 

policies? 

     I don’t believe in the part where Biden wants to 

raise taxes and shut down schools to defeat this 

virus, there are many other ways to defeat this virus 

without canceling school.

     What qualities do you dislike about VP Biden? 

     Age is a big quality that is concerning to people. 

And if he dies will his VP be able to fulfill his job? 

I don’t have a problem with the guy, it’s just that I 

don’t agree with what he stands for.

     What issues are you mainly concerned with this 

election? 

     I am concerned about whose plan is the best to 

get over this coronavirus pandemic.

 *All data was taken from 
a mock election, spanning three 
days , where 95 students from 
both first and second high school 
lunch cast their ballots for who 
they’d vote for president

     Why are you supporting VP Biden? 

     Personally, it is more important to me for the president to 

value the health of our American people more than how the 

economy is doing. I think Biden also has more compassion and 

empathy for those in our country who have been treated unfairly 

in the justice system, and agrees that we need reforms now.

     What do you disagree with regarding President Trump’s poli-

cies? 

     I disagree greatly with Trump’s decision to remove the United 

States from the Paris Climate Agreement, because all countries 

need to be held accountable for the pollution they cause and 

work together to minimize it in order to save the Earth. I also 

disagree with Trump’s plan to push through a Supreme Court 

nominee before the election just to ensure that there is another 

Republican in the Supreme Court. I think the American people 

should have a vote in who takes over that position.

     What qualities do you dislike about Trump? 

     First, I just want to say that I recognize both of the candidates 

have good and bad qualities. However, the qualities I dislike 

about Trump is his arrogance, and his failure to be able to admit 

when he is wrong, which has negatively affected the American 

people more than once. Another quality I dislike is how narcis-

sistic he is. Although I think it is good for the president to be 

confident in themselves, there’s a fine line between arrogance/

narcissism and confidence, and President Trump does not re-

alize the difference. I also think that when he feels flustered or 

intimidated, he results in acting out and insulting the person he 

is annoyed or angry with.

     What issues are you mainly concerned with this election? 

     First, the Affordable Care Act. Millions of Americans have 

been tested positive for COVID-19, and if we remove the Af-

fordable Care Act, the protection that is currently in place so that 

people with pre-existing conditions do not get charged more for 

health insurance will disappear. Another important issue to me 

is how our government will handle the coronavirus pandemic. 

Biden wants to pass more regulations, specifically about masks, 

to insure we are all doing our best to protect each other from 

contracting it. He also wants to provide more funding for rapid 

testing and PPE for schools and businesses.

   

Senior Zoe Brokaw is for Biden Senior Jacob Wegner is for Trump

“Why is voting  
       such a big deal 
             anyway?”

      “It is our right and responsibility to vote as 
American citizens.  If an individual does not vote 
in this election cycle, they are taking for granted 
this crucial part of our democracy.  All choices 
have consequences. Elections are no different. 
The choices we make as voters will set the course 
for the foreseeable future and beyond.  Be engaged 
and informed on the candidates, issues, and your 
personal beliefs on how involved government 
should be in our everyday lives.” - Government 
teacher Kyle Porter

How do Silver Lake students vote?

Layout and Reporting by Ethan Clark

77% Pres. Trump
13% VP Biden
10% Neither

 

 Update as of 11/9/20:
  On the morning of Saturday the 7th, news and media outlets steadily began declar-
ing Pennsylvania for Biden, therefore winning him the presidency. Biden won Nevada that after-
noon, and gave his acceptance speech that night in Delaware. The only states that still have yet 
to be called are Georgia, and North Carolina. Biden is currently ahead in Georgia, while Trump 
maintains his leads in North Carolina.



Don’t Forget A Mask!
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By: Gracie Trammel
     This school year has 

been like no other, and the 

students are handling it 

like pros. One of the big-

gest changes, along with 

social distancing, is having 

to wear masks through-

out the day. Here’s what 

some students said about 

wearing masks and what 

their coaches’ rules are for 

masks during practices and 

games. 

     Olivia Fieger, a senior 

who is a part of multiple 

athletic programs and par-

ticipant in school clubs. 

     “Yeah, I believe in 

wearing a mask,” Fieger 

said. “Even if they don’t 

help much, wearing one 

isn’t much of a hassle in my 

opinion. You could honest-

ly just think of it as another 

accessory to your outfit, 

like necklaces or earrings.” 

     Fieger’s statement tied 

into  Lexis Berndt, who is 

on the volleyball, talked 

about not being too much 

of a major ordeal and it’s 

for the greater good. Both 

agreeing that even if the 

masks don’t help tremen-

dously, they aren’t caus-

ing any disadvantages by 

wearing them. 

      “I do believe in wearing 

a mask because studies 

are showing that masks are 

helping prevent the Coro-

na-virus from spreading to 

other people and I want it 

to stop spreading, so we 

can get this over faster,” 

Berndt said. 

     Most people would 

agree with Berndt’s opin-

ion, that if individuals all 

did their part in preventing 

the spread of COVID, then 

the virus would disappear 

faster. Masks may seem 

small and useless, but in 

the end they could be the 

biggest difference in how 

long this pandemic lasts. 

     According to a survey, 

88% of students said they 

don’t like wearing masks at 

school. The other 11% said 

they liked wearing masks. 

     Two students who op-

posed wearing a mask were 

junior Preston Gillen and 

sophomore Hailey Horton.

     “I don’t know anybody 

who actually likes wearing 

a mask,” Gillen said. “I’m 

trying to breathe up in this 

building, plus they aren’t 

even 100% effective.”  

     Both Gillen and Horton 

said they don’t like wear-

ing masks during school 

because it’s uncomfortable 

and difficult to breathe. 

     “In my opinion it just 

feels uncomfortable on my 

face and sometimes it’s 

hard to breathe,” Horton 

said. 

    Both agreed it is for their 

safety and they don’t want 

school to get shut down. 

     The students at Silver 

Lake were given the option 

to go online if they pre-

ferred to not follow the 

school’s guidelines. This is 

the schools right to enforce 

the wear of masks by stu-

dents in class and in close 

gatherings while at school.

     Alternate options to not 

wearing a mask were given 

by these students were: 

stricter rules on social dis-

tancing; being more aware 

with cleaning and sanitizing 

everything after classes 

or group work; and pos-

sibly wearing face shields 

instead, like choir students 

do now. 

     “I do think the school 

has the right for us to wear 

“I do believe in 
wearing a mask 

because studies are 
showing that masks 
are helping prevent 

the Corona-virus from 
spreading to other 

people and I want it 
to stop spreading, so 
we can get this over 

faster.” - Lexis Berndt. 

masks because they give 

us the option to go online 

if we don’t want to wear a 

mask, but we choose to 

be at school so we need to 

wear a mask,” Berndt said.

     Remer said they don’t 

have to wear masks during 

practice and games. Berndt 

announced that the volley-

ball team does not have to 

wear masks during games 

or practice itself either, 

but must wear masks while 

on the bench or in group 

huddles in between drills. 

Fieger voiced that the 

dance squad has to wear 

masks because they can’t 

socially distance while 

performing. 

     “I don’t think it’s too 

much of a hassle to wear 

a mask during practice,” 

Fieger said. “There could 

be worse things, like not 

having a season at all. Plus, 

our coach gives us masks 

when we all spread out, so 

it’s not so bad.”

     They all agreed if they 

want their school year and 

sports, they must follow 

the school’s rules 

     This year is unexpected, 

and new information is giv-

en out everyday. Students 

are adapting on a daily 

basis trying to balance their 

mental health and social 

life equally. 

Students share opinions on wearing 
their masks during school, athletics

A New Way to Carry 
Books to Class

Students discuss the implementation of allowing backpacks during school

By Tanner Wade

“It is so much 
easier not having 
to go to my locker 
in between every 
class. It prevents 

tardies, stops 
overcrowding in the 
halls, and just makes 

learning 
easier throughout 

the day.” 
- Carson Johnson

     COVID-19 has caused 

many of our normal rou-

tines to change, specifi-

cally lockers. Lockers are 

very close to one another, 

and aren’t social distanc-

ing friendly.   One of the 

precautions Silver Lake has 

taken are the order stu-

dents were assigned lock-

ers, when they can access 

them, and limiting the need 

for lockers by allowing 

backpacks.

     Sophomore Kylee Al-

dridge discussed whether 

or not backpacks were hard 

to get used to.

“Not really, I actually liked 

it better because I could 

get to classes quicker and 

I don’t have to walk all the 

way back to my locker,” she 

said.

Junior Carson Johnson and 

senior Zach Ruse agreed 

that backpacks were easy 

to get used to.

     Aldridge responded to 

the idea that backpacks are 

typically considered a fire 

hazard.

“I think that if students 

just keep their bags close 

to their desks, or under 

it, wouldn’t be a problem 

when it comes to fire haz-

ards,” she said.

     Johnson interpreted the 

same idea.

“I don’t know if we can 

completely overcome all 

of the possible hazards,” 

he said. “However, I also 

believe that having back-

packs isn’t very hazardous 

at all. It isn’t hard to see a 

backpack on the ground 

and step over it. Also, 

when it comes to unwanted 

items, even without bring-

ing backpacks to class, 

students can still bring 

unwanted items to their 

lockers, it’s just not that 

different.” 

     Ruse replied that he felt 

no change at all when it 

came to fire hazards.

All three agreed that they’d 

chose backpacks over 

lockers even without a 

pandemic.

“I one hundred percent 

prefer backpacks,” John-

son clarified. “It is so much 

easier not having to go to 

my locker in between every 

class. It prevents tardies, 

stops overcrowding in 

the halls, and just makes 

learning easier throughout 

the day.”
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Why did you come to Silver 

Lake?

 I came because my brother came 

here and said it was great. I love 

smaller schools and how ev-

eryone would know me even if I 

didn’t know them.

 What was it like moving 

schools during a pandemic?

 It was tough moving schools 

during a pandemic. It also kinda 

made it easier to move schools 

because everyone was also in 

the pandemic, so I related with 

everyone in a way.

What are some differences 

between Silver Lake and your 

old school?

 Silver Lake has much better 

teachers and nicer people in 

general. I also love that I don’t 

have to wear a uniform every 

single day.

What are you most excited for 

this year?

I am most excited for the activ-

ities that we will be doing as a 

school like homecoming was.

Why did you come to Silver Lake?

 I came to Silver Lake because my 

friend said that it would be best 

for me, and when I walked around 

I just felt welcome. I also already 

knew people here, so I was just 

able to slip right in.

What was it like moving schools 

during a pandemic?

 Eh. Not really much different. Just 

having to wear a mask, but other-

wise not much effect.

What are some differences be-

tween Silver Lake and your old 

school?

 People are a whole lot more ac-

cepting and easy to talk to, and it’s 

closer so I can be more involved .

What are you most excited for this 

year?

Meeting new people and reaching 

my goals to do better.

Why did you come to Silver Lake?

 I came to Silver Lake because my mom switched 

teaching jobs to earn more money, and I decided to 

tag along with her and come to this super awesome 

school. 

What was it like moving schools during a pandem-

ic?

 It was very crazy moving schools during COVID. I 

was very stressed out by having to move in a very 

short period of time. I also got a lot of anxiety by 

not knowing if we were going to have to do online 

schooling or not.

What are some differences between Silver Lake 

and your old school?

Some major differences between Rock Hills and Sil-

ver lake would be the rules. Rock Hills has way more 

policies that have to be followed such as no outside 

food or drinks in the school, you have to finish all of 

your homework before you participate in a school 

activity that requires you to leave before the school 

day is over with or else you can’t go, and so on. I like 

Silver Lake way more than my old school because the 

staff is more laid back on their rules and it makes me 

feel a lot more at home.

What are you most excited for this year?

I am very excited for track this year! Track has always 

been my favorite sport and I work really hard on it 

during the season so I can get a lot of new PRs. My 

two favorite events are triple jump and the 100 meter 

hurdles. Part of what makes track my favorite sport 

is getting to spend my time with my personal train-

er and my dad. They both have helped me out a lot 

with my events and they encourage me to get better 

each and every day. Doing track definitely improves 

my mood and makes me happy. Being on the track 

makes me feel at home because I have come to love 

this sport so much.

New Faces, But With A Mask
Ben Strecker
Ninth Grade 

Aubree Whelchel
Tenth Grade

Tyler Bichsel
Tenth Grade

Layout and reporting by Hailey Horton
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New Year, 
By Lauren McCaffrey

New Teachers 
     Last year Silver Lake had 

many teachers and coach-

es either retire or move to 

different schools, which 

means new teachers for 

the next year! Finding new 

teachers during a pandem-

ic might be difficult, but 

this year the Silver Lake 

school district has brought 

four young and exciting 

teachers into the mix. 

     The new teachers are: 

Cortnie Raine, math; Brock 

Leroux, business; Tyler 

Ross, math; and Kyle Por-

ter, social studies. 

     Raine went to Emporia 

State University and earned 

a bachelor’s degree of 

science in education with a 

focus in secondary math-

ematics. She explained 

why she chose to become a 

math teacher. 

     “All throughout my 

education, I was the one 

my peers turned to for help 

when they didn’t want to 

ask the teacher,” Raine 

said. ”I really enjoy the mo-

ment where I help students 

person is definitely some-

thing I never expected to 

happen. I have to try to 

stay away from students 

when trying to help them 

and we’re not able to do as 

many partner/group proj-

ects unless we go outside,” 

Raine said. “Teaching in a 

mask took some getting 

used to, especially to learn 

how to protect my voice 

and not sound muffled. The 

workload feels like it 

never ends. It seems to be 

so much more exhausting 

because we have all these 

extra things to worry about 

now.”

     Tyler Ross, math teach-

understand something they 

have never understood 

before.”

     Many students have 

expressed their love of her 

and how helpful she is with 

math. Raine previously stu-

dent-taught under Marlene 

Taylor, and now teaches 

full time. She explained 

that she loves the kids, 

community, and staff here 

at Silver Lake, and she’s 

never felt like she doesn’t 

belong.

     

     Raine described what it’s 

like to be a teacher during a 

pandemic. 

     “Having some students 

online and the rest in 

er, went to Emporia State 

University and earned a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Sec-

ondary Education in Math-

ematics. Ross explained 

why he chose to become a 

teacher.

     “ I choose to become a 

teacher because I really 

enjoyed being a tutor as a 

senior and I enjoy working 

with high school students,” 

Ross said. 

     Ross worked as a sub-

stitute teacher in Emporia 

for one semester before 

he came to Silver Lake. He 

explained what made him 

decide to come teach at 

Silver Lake. 

     “I chose Silver Lake be-
15

cause I met Mr. Hallacy and 

Mr. Womack at a career fair 

and we had a really good 

conversation,” Ross said. 

     He described what he is 

excited about for this year.

     “I am excited for getting 

to know the students and 

learning the traditions of 

Silver Lake,” Ross said. 

     Brock Leroux teaches 

classes such as marketing, 

business essentials, and 

helps run the Golden Eagle 

Bank. He went to college 

at Kansas State Universi-

ty and earned a degree in 

Secondary Education with 

a focus in business. He 

taught at Manhattan High 

School for one year. Leroux 

explained why he decided 

to come to Silver Lake. 

      “I chose to come to 

Silver Lake because of the 

professionalism and com-

mitment to improvement 

and learning that Silver 

Lake administration has,” 

Leroux said. “On top of 

that, I came to Silver Lake 

because of the great com-

munity that is completely 

bought into the success of 

the school and the students 

who go there.”

     Leroux said that he likes 

teaching kids things that 

will help them succeed in 

the future. He explained 

why he chose to teach 

business. 

     “I chose to teach busi-

ness because I’m very 

interested in the human 

aspect of finding ways to 

persuade consumers to in-

vest in your business,” Le-

roux said. “I also think that 

learning basic concepts 

of business and finance 

can help set students up 

for success in the future, 

as well as prevent some 

major financial mistakes 

that many young adults fall 

into.”

     Leroux says he has 

always wanted to coach as 

well as teach. He explained 

what made him decide to 

coach basketball this year. 

     “I’ve always wanted to 

pursue a career in coaching 

as well as teaching, and I 

love basketball,” Leroux 

said. “My father was the 

head coach for boys bas-

ketball at Cheney for many 

years, and through my time 

working for K-State foot-

ball, I’ve seen the impact 

coaches can have on young 

people’s lives.”

     Leroux says that he 

wants to have the same 

impact on his students as 

he has seen other coaches 

have. He explained what 

he is excited about for this 

year.

     “I’m looking forward to 

basketball season,” Leroux 

said. “I’m the high school 

c-team boys basketball 

coach and I can’t wait to 

be a part of that team. I’m 

also very excited to get 

deeper into the semester 

and do some fun projects 

in Marketing and Business 

Essentials, as well as con-

tinuing to build relation-

ships with my Golden Eagle 

Bank students.”

     Kyle Porter went to

 Washburn University and 

got a degree in History and 

Education with a minor in 

Political Science. He taught 

at Royal Valley High School 

for six years and at Hays 

High School for one year. 

     Porter explained why he 

decided to move to Silver 

Lake.

     “My family and I love the 

location of Silver Lake, the 

athletic and academic tra-

dition and believe it to be 

a great spot to teach and 

raise a family,” he said.

      Porter is taking on the

role of head girls basket-

ball coach, and assistant 

coach on the baseball 

team. He explained why 

he chose to coach these 

sports. 

     “I love sports—was a 3 

sport athlete in high school 

and played baseball in 

college,” Porter said. “I had 

wonderful coaches in high 

 school that influenced me 

greatly—I want to make the 

same impact on the next 

generation that they made 

on me.”

     Porter says he loves 

Silver Lake. He described 

what he has enjoyed so far.

     “Silver Lake has been 

awesome! Love the kids 

and faculty,” Porter said.               

“This is a special place and 

I’ve enjoyed every second 

of teaching here.”

“I really enjoy the 
moment where I 

help students 
understand 

something they 
have never 
understood 
before.” -

Cortnie Raine

“I am excited for 
getting to know 
the students and 

learning the
 traditions of Silver 
Lake.” -Tyler Ross

Business teacher, Brock Leroux, helps a   student in the bank. 

(Photo by Lauren McCaffrey)

Social Studies teacher, Kyle Porter, works on his computer.

(Photo by Lauren McCaffrey)
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Catching Up
     Last year, two longtime 

teachers, Loren Ziegler 

and Alan Cunningham, 

retired. 

     Ziegler had been a 

teacher at Silver Lake for 

over 40 years, and served 

as the head coach of the 

girls’ high school bas-

ketball team, head track 

coach, assistant football 

coach, summer weights/

P.E. Instructor, STUCCO 

sponsor, FCA sponsor, and 

business teacher. 

     Retirement is a new 

thing for Ziegler, as he’s 

been having to find new 

hobbies and activities to 

stay busy throughout these 

last few months. 

     “Not really a hobby, but 

doing projects at home,” 

Ziegler said. “We added on 

to our deck, built a patio 

and fire pit, painted our 

house and cut down some 

dead trees.” 

     Ziegler mentioned he 

had to get used to a laid 

back lifestyle compared 

to his once busy schedule 

that consisted of sports 

practices, grading assign-

ments, game film, family 

time, and personal time. 

Now all he has is free time 

to relax with family and 

friends. 

     “I painted houses all 

summer through Septem-

ber,” Ziegler said. “In Oc-

tober, I’ve been able to golf 

several times and I plan to 

do that more in the future.” 

     Although Ziegler is 

fond of his new found free 

time, he expressed what 

he missed the most about 

school and students. 

     “I really miss working 

with and seeing the stu-

dents every day,” Ziegler 

said. “I don’t miss having to 

do lesson plans and grad-

ing assignments.”      

     Cunningham, who was 

head high school baseball 

coach, junior high basket-

ball coach, NHS sponsor, 

and math teacher, shared 

his sadness over not seeing 

the students and teachers 

everyday.

     “I miss the other adults in 

the building,” Cunningham 

said. “I miss seeing the 

students be another year 

older and another year, 

hopefully, more mature. 

Silver Lake is special to me, 

since I grew up there and 

then taught and coached 

there for 36 years. I miss 

all of the relationships that 

were forged with students, 

parents, and families over 

that time.”

     Cunningham also misses 

the baseball team, and the 

season they never got to 

complete. 

     “The other thing I miss 

is not being able to say 

goodbye to the school 

community in the spring 

of 2020,” Cunningham 

said. “Also, not getting to 

coach the baseball team 

last spring was a let down, 

as well. It’s no one’s fault, 

it’s just a fact and now life 

moves on.” 

     Cunningham stated 

he’s been keeping his time 

preoccupied by reading 

non-fiction books and 

spending time with his 

toddlers. 

     “I’ve spent the time that I 

used to spend planning and 

grading with my family,” 

Cunningham said. 

     Ziegler and Cunningham 

both have very different re-

tirement plans and sched-

ules, as Cunningham has 

toddlers running around 

and Ziegler’s babysitting 

his grand-babies.

     Cunningham mentioned, 

having two sets of twins 

under the ages of six, he’s 

had to keep a planned 

schedule.

     “I make breakfast for 

all of our kids and then 

we take the girls to kin-

dergarten,” Cunningham 

said. “The boys and I hit a 

By: Gracie Trammel

  “I really miss 
working with and 

seeing the 
students every 

day. I don’t miss 
having to do 

lesson plans and 
grading 

assignments.” -
Loren  Ziegler

playground or open gym to 

burn off energy. Then lunch 

and naps and then wait for 

sisters to get home.”

     Cunningham’s favor-

ite thing to do was tell 

jokes to students and his 

kid. His kids give him the 

same response as his high 

schoolers, responding with 

crickets. 

     Ziegler and Cunningham 

are enjoying their retire-

ment nonetheless, as they 

said they wouldn’t change 

anything. They both feel 

they’ve put in enough work, 

and now it’s their time to 

enjoy life and sit back and 

observe. 

Retired Silver Lake Teachers give glimpse of their new lives 
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“Although they 
can’t 

completely stop 
the spread, I 
feel like they 
are doing a 
good job.” 

-Taryn Burkhardt

     For 3A schools across 

northeast Kansas, sports 

were able to resume, but 

with caution. 

     Junior Trinidad Garcia, 

a member of the football 

team, pointed out some of 

the changes that stuck out 

to him the most.

     “Practice wise, there 

are no team water bottles, 

which is rough because we 

wouldn’t have to wait for 

a break to get water, last 

year the water would be 

brought onto the field for 

us,” Garcia said. “We had 

to miss the first 2 games of 

the season and throughout 

the season we’ve had peo-

ple miss games because 

By Sarah Smith

they had to be quaran-

tined.” 

     Senior and four year 

cross country runner Mary 

Kate Gerber said the cross 

country team faced similar 

challenges, but she was 

still grateful for the oppor-

tunities.

     “Some of the changes 

were hard to adjust to, 

but all in all the guidelines 

were put in place to protect 

athletes and spectators,” 

she said. “In the end, I am 

glad that I was able to have 

my senior season of cross 

country, even if it looked 

different than it had in 

years past.” 

     Junior Taryn Burkhardt, 

a volleyball player, echoed 

Gerber’s sentiments about 

how the new rules and 

mandates were for the 

best.

     “The changes made 

during sports may suck, but 

I believe that the precau-

tions being taken are only 

to help prevent COVID 

spreading through the 

teams and competitors,” 

she said. “Although they 

can’t completely stop the 

spread, I feel like they are 

doing a good job.”

High School Athletes Discuss 
Impact of COVID On Seasons

Fall Sports Wrap Up!
Girl’s Golf:

MEL Champs

6th @ State
Individual placers:
Kyla Hay in 11th
Madeline Cregan 
in 15th

Football:

Finished 
season 6-2

Lost to 
Nemaha 
Central in 
playoffs

Cross 
Country:

Girls scored 
another MEL 
championship

Girls placed 
fourth as a 
team at state

Volleyball:

Lost to 
Rossville 
during 
sub-state
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“It’s an honor 
to be chosen 
by the school 
to be the 2021 
Homecoming 
queen. It was 
also awesome 
to be chosen 
as king and 

queen with my 
best friend.” - 

Senior Ellington 
Hogle

1. Sophomores Lainie Smith and Troy Heiman with senior Mason Schrwarz dressed up for Wednesday's 
"Hawaiian Day." (Photo by Lauren McCaffrey)
2. Junior Mackenzie Graf kicks out during a cheer routine at the Homecoming pep assembly. (Photo by 
Hailey Horton)
3. Homecoming candidate Ryan Sterling runs a comically large football in front of his Homecoming 
parter Grace Fitzgerald at a pep rally contest. (Photo by Kyla Hay)
4.  Candidate Max Strecker  kicks an inflatable  football held by fellow candidate Kai Allen during the 
second round of the assembly’s faux-football match. (Photo by Kyla Hay)
5. The Homecoming queen candidates (Fitzgerald, Ellington Hogle, Daigen Griffin, Bailey McCollum) 
balance a tub of water on their feet while attempting to take of their socks during another pep rally game. 
(Photo by Kyla Hay)
6. Homecoming candidates McCollum, Strecker, Hogle, Allen, Griffin, Trey Koelzer, and Fitzgerald on 
their candidate float during the annual Homecoming parade. (Photo by Hailey Horton)
7. Strecker chows down on some cherry pie during the pie eating contest portion of the pep assembly. 
(Photo by Kyla Hay)
8. Paired candidates Allen and Hogle pose for the crowd after being crowned Homecoming king and 
queen before the Homecoming game. (Kyla Hay)
9. McCollum and Strecker walk out onto CJ Hamilton field following their introductions to the ceremo-
ny’s crowd. (Photo by Kyla Hay)
10. Sterling and Fitzgerald watch together as Allen and Hogle are crowned. 
(Photo by Kyla Hay)
11. Koelzer escorts Griffen out of her golf cart before the start of the ceremony.  
(Photo by Kyla Hay)


