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History in the Making
Jan. 11- 

Chinese media reports the first known death from 
COVID-19, one day before one of China’s biggest 

holidays, where millions travel across the country. Jan. 20-
 The virus starts to spread, the first known case in 
the United States is recorded in Washington State.  

Jan. 23- 
Chinese authorities close off Wuhan, canceling planes 
and trains leaving the city, suspending buses, subways 

and ferries. Jan. 30-
The W.H.O (World Health Organization) declares a global 

health emergency. People are warned to not travel. 
Feb. 2-

 The first death of the virus is recorded outside of China. 
Three more cases confirmed in California; bringing United 

States total to 11. 
Feb. 5-

Wuhan, China, reports 10,117 cases
Feb. 9- 

Wuhan reports 40, 213 cases, death toll in China 
rises to 811 and U.S. confirms 13th case.

By Feb. 29- 
China has 79,251 cases and 2,835 deaths. The U.S. has the 

first confirmed death, and has a total of 68 cases.

Mar. 26-
U.S. passes Italy, and China as the nation with the most 
cases of COVID-19; U.S. now having 85,840 cases, pass-

ing Italy (80,589) and China (81,782).

Mar. 11-
W.H.O declares COVID-19 as a global pandemic.

Mar. 10-
The U.S. confirmed cases rise to 1,000 with 31 deaths.

Mar. 15-
The U.S. has 3,485 cases and the C.D.C recommends no 

gathering of 50 or more people in the U.S. Mar. 17-
France imposes a lockdown.

Mar. 19- 
China reports no new infections from the previous day. 

Mar. 21-
Hawaii orders a mandatory 14-day quarantine for 

travelers Mar. 24-
The Tokyo Olympics are delayed until 2021.

Apr. 2-
COVID-19 has infected more than one million people in 171 
countries across six continents killing at least 51,000 people. 

At least 10 million Americans are out of work.
Apr.14-

Trump planned to stop U.S. funding of W.H.O. 

Apr. 24-
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention re-
ported calls to state and local poison control centers tied 
to cleaners and disinfectant rose 20% after Trump‘s com-

ments regarding injecting disinfectant.
Apr. 26-

In 24 days, the number of infections has rose to 2.8 
million worldwide and 200,000 deaths.

Mar. 18-
 Kansas becomes the first state to end K-12 classes for the 

remainder of the 19-20 school year. 

Mar. 7-
The first confirmed case of COVID-19 in Kansas.

As of May 4- 
Kansas has 5,036 confirmed cases of COVID-19.

Mar. 28-
Shawnee County reports first COVID-19 death.

Dec. 31- 
The government in Wuhan, China, confirmed that 
health authorities were treating dozens of cases of 

‘pneumonia’. 
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How Local Businesses of Silver Lake How Local Businesses of Silver Lake 
Have Been Impacted by COVID-19Have Been Impacted by COVID-19

     We can all agree that this 
year didn’t go as we hoped and 
planned, and this community’s 
heart goes out to all the seniors 
and local businesses.
     Silver Lake has a few businesses 
in town like Phillips 66, Casey’s, 
Casa Hernandez’s, the Chinese 
restaurant, Wehner’s, and the local 
vet. Here are some inside looks 
into how a few of these business-
es are handling COVID-19. 
     Faraz Farooqi, owner of Phillips 
66, mentioned how it’s affected 
his personal life and store busi-
ness.
     “The biggest side effect of the 
virus has been that I can no longer 
really go home,” Farooqi said. “Be-
cause of this virus I am now at the 
store almost all day as no one else 
can work. The virus has also made 
business become very slow. 50% 
of our sales are down.” 
     Farooqi gave his workers an 
option to work or go home, and 
the majority except one, Darleene 
Rezac from Rossville, chose to 
go home for safety purposes. He 
mentioned sales prices have not 
changed since they’re still buying 

products for the same price in-
tending to sell for the same price, 
and that gas prices are chang-
ing everyday: they’re currently 
standing at $1.75 per gallon. Here 
are some steps and precautions 
Farooqi is taking at home and the 
store.
     “For at home, we put a sanitizer 
at the front door, “ he said. “For the 
store, as well as the following all 
the rules by the KDHE, we put a 
sanitizer in front of the store and 
we are requesting all people use it 
before entering. We also provide 
free gloves inside the store and 
by all pumps. We are cleaning our 
pumps every 3 hours and cleaning 
the entire store every 4 hours. We 
also put up a spit shield in front 
of the register. Finally, we also 
moved a couple shelves around to 
try and create distance between 
customers.” 
     Katherine Mountain, local vet, 
has had to adjust how she handles 
her house visits. 
     “My house visits have changed 
to where I am performing all 
exams either outside the owners 
home or in their garage if the 
weather is bad,” she said. “The 
owner stays near the house and I 
am away from them. I am usually 
very good at holding animals by 
myself for exams and nail trims, so 

that hasn’t been too difficult of a 
change.” 
     Luckily for Mountain, she does 
most of her vet work at her own 
home, so she isn’t constantly 
working all day away from her 
family. Her favorite quote that 
brightens her day and keeps her 
going is a fan favorite. 

Katherine Mountain- 
“Just keep swimming, just “Just keep swimming, just 
keep swimming, just keep keep swimming, just keep 
swimming swimming swim-swimming swimming swim-
ming.”ming.”

     She says the self isolation has 
given her the opportunity to do 
small house projects that she 
hasn’t had time for previously. She 
did have to adjust her workout 
schedule, though, because her 
normal gym has closed, causing 
her to look for alternate workouts 
that still push her to her best 
abilities. 
     Mountain’s costs have not 
changed either and are all stan-
dard prices for surgeries. Although 
she did sanitize before this pan-
demic, she does so even more so 
by closely scrubbing her hands, 
tools, and surfaces she uses before 
and after checkups - doing her 
part to help avoid spreading the 
virus. 

Phillips 66 newly spaced out shelves 
that follow the six feet apart rule. 

Front of local gas station in Silver Lake, 
Phillips 66. 

Katherine Mountain’s home office and 
clinic set up. 

By Gracie Trammel
Staff Writer
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     Local grocery store, Wehner’s, 
has stepped up to help the com-
munity: starting grocery deliveries 
for people who can’t or don’t feel 
comfortable coming in to get 
groceries, and in general provid-
ing the town with supplies that 
most Topeka stores don’t have 
in stock. Hearing from the store 
manager, Becky Stebbins, about 
how the store is handling the virus 
and affecting her home life clearly 
shows her dedication to the town 
and the people within it.
     “It has changed my home life 
because the demands of my job 
have increased,” she said. “I am 
spending a lot more time at work 
because of the increase in busi-
ness and the way we are serving 
our customers have changed. I am 
also spending a lot more of my 
home time doing work that can be 
done remotely. It has completely 
changed the way we are able to 
stock items and serve our custom-
ers. We are limited on the amount 
of cases that we can receive from 
our warehouse on each delivery. 
There are tons of items that are 
not currently available to us. Busi-
ness has increased by about dou-
ble, but we aren’t able to order the 
amounts needed to fill the shelves 
back up. It has also changed the 
way we are serving our customers. 

I am arriving earlier than normal 
to sanitize and get the store ready 
for the day. We are also taking 
phone and email orders for pick 
up so that customers do not have 
to come into the store.” 
     Stebbins has had to put her 
home life on hold and commit all 
her time to the store, but thankful-
ly she has help and they have not 
lost any employees due to the fact 
their help is mainly students who 
are doing online schooling. Their 
prices have not changed, like 
Farooqi’s, they are going off their 
suppliers’ costs and plan on selling 
products for the same price. Every 
store has to constantly clean and 
be cautious with physical touch 
and coughing/sneezing in appro-
priate places that are covered up. 
     “We are constantly sanitizing 
frequently touched surfaces and 
shared spaces,” Stebbins said. “Em-
ployees are asked to stay home if 
not feeling well, and masks have 
been provided to all employees 
who choose to wear them. Em-
ployees are asked to hand sanitize 
between each customer and after 
handling money, and have also 
been trained in sneezing and 
coughing into their elbows/shoul-
der area.” 
     They are trying their best to 
help prevent the spread of this 

virus at the store as well as in her 
home. Stebbins cleans and works 
all day, only to come home and 
clean more by stripping off her 
work attire, putting her clothes 
into the washer, and going 
straight to the shower. We should 
all be thanking our local business-
es and being grateful for their 
commitment. They don’t get to 
see their families, as well as work-
ing and running around taking 
care of everything, yet they are 
still thankful for what they have. 

Becky Stebbins- 
“I am thankful to be able to “I am thankful to be able to 
keep working, earning a pay-keep working, earning a pay-
check, paying bills at home, check, paying bills at home, 
and that our business has in-and that our business has in-
creased tremendously though creased tremendously though 
all of this.” all of this.” 

     Stebbins has employees, but is 
still a manager who has to keep 
up with changing rules and costs 
as well as keeping her workers 
safety. Farooqi only has one 
worker, so he’s constantly on his 
feet running around and being 
cautious with what he’s coming 
into contact with. Mountain has to 
hold animals on her own, or with 
the help of her husband, making 
her job more difficult. They have 
to be aware of what they’re doing.  

Recently re-stocked shelves of toilet 
paper at Wehner’s. 

Normally stocked shelves of canned 
food are now picked over at Wehner’s. 

Front of local Silver Lake grocery store, 
Wehner’s.
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     “I have gotten some positive 
feedback from students so I 
guess that is a good sign!” she 
said. “It is so hard not being 
right there with each of my 
students to help and having 
to rely on Google Meets to try 
and answer questions. I am 
trying to find ways to make it 
easier to understand the ma-
terial and enjoy the labs even 
though we can't be in class 
together. 
     “...my hope was that every-
one would be engaged and 
join Google Meet times, work 
on the activities, email with 
questions, etc but reality just
isn't fitting this ideal which 
makes me sad. Please attend 
my Google Meet sessions so 

I can get all of my students in 
class photos for my wall in my 
classroom, thank you! I have 
truly enjoyed seeing many 
students flourish with this 
new learning model but I have 
also seen students completely 
jump ship which is heartbreak-
ing for me especially when you 

A Teachers Perspective
How Coronavirus is Affecting Teachers, Classroom at Silver Lake High School

     All around the world peo-
ple everyday are dealing with 
the effects of the Coronavirus 
or COVID-19. This pandemic 
has forced schools to shut 
down, gatherings have been 
banned, and almost 10 million 
Americans have lost their jobs 
and been forced to file for 
unemployment. Today, no one 
seems to be living a normal 
life, but the main challenge is 
adapting to the new situation.   
While students must do their 
work from home now, teachers 
must do the same thing.
     High school Science teacher 
Kimberlynn Uhl, gave an in-
sight to how the virus is affect-
ing the staff at Silver Lake.
     “First and foremost I feel like 
I can speak for everyone to say 
we miss our kids!” she said. “I 
know this has been the hard-
est thing that I have ever had 
to go through and mostly it is 
because I don't get to see and 
interact with my students. Only 
getting to talk to a few once 
a week instead of at least five 
days in a week is hard and sad 
all at the same time.  Also, the 
uncertainty of everything is 
just so hard to deal with.”
     Uhl then gave some details 
into how labs are going in her 
online classes, as well as her 
thoughts on students partici-
pation during online learning.

can't get in contact with them 
to see if they are okay or what 
is going on.”
     Uhl discussed how she has 
been keeping busy at home.
     “I thought I was busy be-
fore this but I feel even more 
busy with school work than 
during normal school,” she 
said. “I am also a facilitator for 
my own kiddos helping with 
their learning needs while also 
trying to motivate my students 
to hang in there and wrapping 
up my last masters class!  I did 
purchase a few books and a 
diamond art kit that I hope to 
one day when I do find time, 
maybe during the summer to 
get to!”
     Uhl shared something she 
wanted her students to know.
     “I say this with tears in my 
eyes but I just want them to 
know how much I miss them 
and appreciate them, more 
than they know and every-
thing they are doing through 
this process,” she said.
     Tonya McGough, choir 
teacher, shared some of her 
thoughts about online school 
and the motivation or lack 
thereof in herself and her stu-
dents.
     “The way to overcome the 
challenge for me has been to 
accept what I can’t change and 
make the best of the current 
situation,” she said. “I try to 
start each day with goals and a 
plan to achieve those goals.”

Try to stay home as much as pos-
sible, especially if feeing sick.

Avoid close contact with all peo-
ple, especially if they are sick. 

Wash your hands for 20 seconds, 
and even with clean hands avoid 
touching your face. 

Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces. 

Cover your mouth when you 
cough, or sneeze. 

Ways to prevent spreading

By Reese Fergola
Editor
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      “The main struggle for my 
students has been motivation 
which I totally understand.  The 
lack of daily interaction has 
been depressing.  I miss the 
students so much and it’s hard 
to interact when we aren’t face 
to face. The computer just isn’t 
the same.  We’ve all had to go 
through a grieving process for 
the opportunities we have lost 
and then grapple with the new 
reality that is distance educa-
tion.  Everyone will deal with 
it in their own way and in their 
own time.”
     McGough discussed what 
this experience has taught 
her, and what she does to stay 
positive.
     “This experience has taught 
me that the old saying is true 
‘you don’t know what you’ve 
got ‘till it’s gone,’” she said. “I 
miss everything about being in 
the classroom.  Even the things 
that drove me a little crazy 
would be welcome if only we 
could go back and be together 
again to laugh, learn and make 
music...
     “I also really appreciate the 
practical things I’ve learned 
from my parents and grandpar-
ents that I have used so much 
during this time. Those things 
include how to sew, cook and 
garden. I used to laugh at my 
grandma, who lived through 
the depression, for never 
throwing anything away and 
even washing her disposable 
baggies and reusing them. 
     “I try to stay positive by fo-
cusing on my faith and family! 
If I find myself breaking down, I 
give myself permission to shed 
a few tears and be sad for a 
little while.  I make a conscious 
effort every day to find things 

for which to be thankful. I am 
embracing the new normal 
and looking forward to what 
life will bring when this pan-
demic is over!!” she said.
     McGough had some last 
words she wanted her students 
to hear.
     “I have so many things I 
would say to my students…” 
she said. “The most important 
thing for them now is to hold 
on to hope in the future. Try 
not to dwell on what can’t be 
and count their blessings. This 
will not last forever but they 
will all have a story to tell. I 
hope they can look back and 
say “I didn’t give up and I made 
the best of a bad situation,” she 
said.
     For some teachers, the 
final day of school was, unbe-
knownst to them, the last day 
they would ever have. 
     Math teacher and base-
ball coach at Silver Lake High 
School Alan Cunningham nev-
er had a chance to see the last 
few months of his career. 
     Cunningham shared his 
thoughts about how he feels 
about leaving this job and 
what he will miss the most.
     “Much like the students 
(especially the seniors), I feel 
crummy about leaving,” he 
said. “I'm not going to be bitter, 
but it is disappointing not 

to finish in the typical man-
ner, both in the teaching and 
coaching. It's just an empty 
feeling not to be able to have a 
proper farewell.
     “I think I'll miss the daily 
interaction with the students 
and with my co-workers. When 
you've been on a school calen-
dar, there's a definite rhythm 
to the calendar. I'll miss that 
rhythm and schedule.”
     Cunningham discussed how 
the virus has affected him and 
what he will remember most 
about living history in the mak-
ing. 
     “I think everyone has made 
the best of a tough and un-
precedented situation,” he said. 
“I know it has to be hard on 
the students, not because of 
the academics necessarily, but 
from lacking the day-to-day 
socialization that the school 
day, school week, school year 
brings.
     “I will remember my last se-
mester of teaching and coach-
ing anyway, but this unique 
situation will make everyone 
remember ‘SPRING QUARAN-
TINE 2020.’  The Class of 2020 
will always be remembered as 
the first and hopefully last class 
to have their spring activities 
erased. No one will forget this 
spring.”
 

Symptoms You Should Know
Fever Tiredness Dry Cough Aches and Pains
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Everyone Is Bored In The HouseEveryone Is Bored In The House 
Students Tackle Online Learning, Changes Brought on by Pandemic

By Mary Kate Gerber
Staff Writer

Have you had problems with 
online school?

Do you prefer online school or 
school in-person?

Has your sleep schedule been af-
fected by the stay-at-home order? 

      Across America, kids ages 
four to eighteen have one 
consistency in their every-
day schedule: school. As the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
unfolded that is no longer true. 
Kids are now quarantined in 
their homes each day in hopes 
of “flattening the curve” and 
returning life back to how it 
once was. 
      Felicity Bohl, German 
foreign exchange student, 
explained how she discovered 
that she would be stuck at 
home. 
      “I actually took a nap and 
woke up because my host 
mom called me to tell me that 
I should turn on the news,” said 
Bohl. “That’s when I found out 
that my senior year just got 
cancelled.” 
      Although Bohl commented 
she enjoyed being quarantined 
with her best friend, she was 
disappointed that her time in 
America was cut short by two 
months due to the virus. 
      “I cried for pretty much two 
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weeks straight. It is hard to 
leave a life you enjoy so much,” 
commented Bohl. “I’m trying to 
make the best out of my situ-
ation and I keep telling myself 
that this experience is unique 
but we all know it sucks. I tried 
to say goodbye to as many 
people as possible and it made 
me so, so happy that almost all 
of them said they had a great 
year with me.”
      Bohl explained how she has 
been entertaining herself in 
quarantine. 
     “I’ve been painting, pierced 
my ears, talked to new people, 
finally got to talk to my old 
friends again, and I had a ton 
of time to catch up on Grey’s 
Anatomy,” said Bohl. 
      Katherine Fischer, freshman, 
explained how she discovered 
that her freshman year would 
be continuing online.  
      “I don’t remember what I 
was doing when my parents 
told me that we wouldn’t be 
going back to school, but I had 
mixed feelings about it,” said 
Fischer. “I was sad because that 
means no track season and 
not seeing friends as much. I 
was also relieved because I was 
afraid that I might get the virus 

from someone at school. But I 
was also happy to get to stay 
home and sleep in.”
      Fischer commented on 
what she has found she has en-
joyed about quarantine. 
      “Something that I enjoy do-
ing in quarantine that kind of 
surprised me at first was going 
outside,” said Fischer. “I don’t 
usually spend a lot of time out-
side but it has been really nice 
to get out of the house these 
days.”
      Aside from missing her 
friends, Fischer explained the 
most difficult part of continu-
ing her freshman year online.
      “I think the hardest part 
about online school is the lack 
of being around my teachers 
and classmates,” said Fischer. “It 
is also harder to ask questions 
if I’m confused because I can’t 
explain my question to my 
teachers as well as I would in 
person.”
      When she is not doing 
school work, Fischer comment-
ed that she spends her time 
playing video games with her 
brother, watching Tik-Tok, and 
baking. 



*All of the following data in this 
article was based off of respons-
es from 70, freshman to senior, 
high school students.

Have you picked up any new 
hobbies during the stay-at-home 
order?

      Ahmed Farooqi, sopho-
more, explained his initial reac-
tion to finding out that school 
was canceled for the year. 
      “I was working at the store 
when I checked my phone to 
see that everyone was losing 
their minds because appar-
ently school was canceled,” 
said Farooqi. “So I immediate-
ly went on google and sure 
enough it was, and I immedi-
ately was very excited. At the 
time I thought this would allow 
me to spend more time with 
my friends and goof off more. I 
was very wrong.”
      Farooqi commented that 
he has been watching lots of 
Netflix and walking around his 
neighborhood. He explained 
what his favorite part of isola-
tion has been. 
      “My favorite part of quaran-
tine would probably be how 
much it has allowed me to 
do,” said Farooqi. “Menial tasks 
that I have been putting off 
for weeks are slowly but surely 
being completed.”
      Farooqi, who explained he 
has had no struggles relating 
to online school, has wel-
comed the changes that being 
at home has brought. 
       “Because I am no longer 
constricted for time I have 
been able to eat much larger 
portions for breakfast,” said 
Farooqi. “Before I would have 
run out the door with some-
thing like a granola bar in hand 
and then eat it on the way to 
school, but now I am able to 
leisurely eat a full meal before 
any of the meetups.”
      Kyla Hay, junior, explained 
that she was babysitting when 
she found out that school 
would be cancelled. She said 
she was later heartbroken 

upon finding out that the or-
der also cancelled her softball 
season. 
       Hay shared that she has 
enjoyed the    changes to her 
sleep schedule the stay-at-
home order has caused. 
      “I have been surprised that 
I enjoy being able to wake up 
early and work on weekdays 
because I am not a morning 
person, but I am making mon-
ey that I normally would not 
get the chance to,” said Hay. 
     Hay has continued to work 
on her basketball skills to com-
bat boredom, she commented 
on how she missed all of her 
extracurriculars. 
“My least favorite part about 
quarantine is not being able to 
play any sports, club or school, 
especially since I always drive 
by the lifeless field that holds 
so many great memories that 
my teammates and I did not 
get the chance to make this 
year,” said Hay. 
     Hay explained some strug-
gles she has faced as school as 
transferred completely online. 
     “The thing I have struggled 
with most about online school 
is having the motivation to get 
started,” said Hay. “Since there 
is not a certain schedule I am 
required to follow, I often find 
myself procrastinating until the 
last minute.”
     Gabe TenEyck, senior, elab-
orated on how he discovered 
that his high school career 
would be completed online. 
     “When I first heard that 
school was going to be can-
celled I was either heading 
home or already back from 
vacation,” said TenEyck. “I im-
mediately thought about the 
day before spring break and 
thought “that was really my 

last day of high school”
     TenEyck explained that 
he has enjoyed being able 
to sleep in and has spent his 
time playing video games or 
being with his family. He has 
disliked being unable to leave 
his house without feeling as 
though he is breaking rules. 
     TenEyck explained his reac-
tion to discovering his senior 
track season 
     “I was really sad to hear 
that my last track season was 
canceled before it even started 
because I had put a lot of time 
and work in the off season to 
be stronger and better this 
year than I have been in the 
years past,” said TenEyck. 
     TenEyck explained that his 
senior year was an enjoyable 
one, and shared his advice on 
how to make the high school 
experience good despite crazy 
changes. 
     “Don’t be afraid to try some-
thing new,” said TenEyck. “It 
doesn’t matter what people 
will think about you, just do 
things that make you happy 
and that you enjoy doing and 
make the most of everyday.” 
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By Ethan Clark
Editor

District Administration 
               to CoronavirusReacts
     Local school administrators, 
as well as students, teachers, 
and businesses all across Silver 
Lake, have been dealing with 
the impacts of COVID-19 on 
USD 372.
     District superintendent Tim 
Hallacy explained that there 
wasn’t an emergency back-
up-plan for dealing with a 
situation like this.
     “We did not have a detailed 
plan for this specifically but it is 
certainly a challenge we have 
had to contemplate before,” 
he said. “Several years ago the 
Swine Flu outbreak caused 
us to think about a ‘what if’ 
scenario, and of course living 
in Tornado Alley we’ve had to 
consider if some type of natu-
ral disaster made the campus 
unusable for a period of time 
how would we respond so we 
had a good idea of what we 
would do.”
     Hallacy gave a peek behind 
the process of developing a 
plan for distance learning.
     “We quietly started working 
with our technology director in 
February on a ‘what if’ scenar-
io that required us to heavily 
utilize some type of distance 
learning,” he said. “As the 
pandemic spread and March 
came, we already knew what 
our approach would basically 

look like, the interactive format 
and programs staff could use 
and an idea of how we would 
address connectivity issues 
with some students.”
     Hallacy shared what he 
struggled to adapt to when 
school was moved online.
     “The most difficult chal-

lenge of switching to a remote 
learning model has been 
transitioning a system that 
had been completely based on 
building relationships through 
face-to-face interactions and 
collaboration between teach-
ers and students, to one that is 
more intermittent and despite 
efforts a little less personal 
in nature,” he said. “Creating 
a new lunch model to feed 
students and families was a 
challenge because we have 
never qualified for those types 
of programs in the past so we 
didn’t have the infrastructure 
in place at the beginning to 
do that. Finding work arounds 
for those families and students 
who did not have access to 
WiFi was a challenge...”
     Hallacy discussed things he 

thought would be different 
about USD 372 after the pan-
demic ends.
     “First, teachers are having 
to use some of the very tech-
nology and programs that 
will allow more personalized 
learning to take place, just to 
reach students now,” he said. 
“Secondly, teachers are doing 
more work in small groups and 
breaking those down based on 
student progress and need just 
to make the interaction in a vir-
tual setting more manageable. 
Third, people being moved 
out of their comfort-zone and 
being forced to change things 
they never had to in the past to 
be successful is powerful and 
liberating, they will be more 
open to change moving for-
ward. Lastly, when we even-
tually do move back to some 
sense of normalcy in schools, 
I don’t think students, parents 
or teachers will be satisfied re-
turning to the passive models 
of the past.”
     High school principal Brad 
Womack said that some of the 
recent changes in Silver Lake’s 
education, such as introducing 
one-to-one Chromebooks and 
more online learning opportu-
nities, made the overall switch 
to all-online easier.
     “These changes, however 
not expecting a world-wide 
pandemic, definitely gave 
some of our teachers the sup-
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“....I don’t think (they)
will be satisfied 
returning to the 

passive models of 
the past.”

- Superintendent
Tim Hallacy



port needed to introduce new 
teaching and learning in the 
classroom and allow for our 
students to experience the dis-
tant learning approach prior to 
this time,” Womack said. “With 
those huge hurdles not as high 
for us to jump, we could move 
straight into trying to make 
sure everyone had internet ser-
vice at their homes and help-
ing teachers who had not used 
Google Classroom or other 
distant learning techniques the 
support they needed.”
     Womack shared his experi-
ence with the shutdown even 
before it was announced.
     “The state of Kansas and 
its leadership in the health 

and education agencies had 
alerted us in early March that 
we need to make plans for 
the possibility of a two-week 
shutdown following spring 
break,” he said “It was not until 
toward the end of spring break 
that we realized this was going 
to be much worse. I never 
thought I would see this in my 
lifetime but I am very thankful 
for Kansas taking early action 
and keeping our students and 
staff safe.”
     Assistant Principal Warren 
Bledsoe explained that they’d 
already been preparing for a 
shutdown, but was shocked by 

how quickly everything closed 
down.
     Also the athletic director, 
Bledsoe described the impact 
of KSHSAA’s cancellations of 
spring sports.
     “With the social distancing 
order and limitations on group 
size there was really no way to 
move on with spring sports, 
and likely summer as well,” he 
said. “Sports by design bring 
people together so it was evi-
dent that they would be shut 
down.
     “...right now we are just 
hopeful to have fall and winter 
sports as well. I feel really bad 
for the athletes and coaches 
that are missing entire seasons. 
We tell our athletes a lot that 
you never know when your last 
game may be but certainly we 
never dreamed of this scenar-
io.”
     Womack explained what he 
and other district admins are 
struggling with currently.
     “... not being able to have 
face-to-face conversations 
tend to slow things down a lot,” 
he said. “We also have many 
things going on this time of 
year such as enrollment, schol-
arship applications, graduation 
planning, drivers education, 
summer weights, and summer 
school and trying to plan for 
an unpredictable future is very 
difficult.”
     Womack said his first 
thoughts when cancellations 
were announced were regard-
ing the influence of the coro-
navirus.
     “My first thought went di-
rectly to the students,” he said. 
“Thinking about how this was 
going to impact so many parts 
of our students’ lives both here 
at school and at home. I knew 

we did not have a choice but 
to roll up our sleeves and make 
this work.”
     High school counselor 
Sandra Liggatt explained the 
hardest part of distance learn-
ing for her.
     “I think the hardest thing to 
adapt to is not being able to 
see and work with the students 
face to face,” she said. “It is so 
much easier to help a student, 
especially with social-emotion-
al issues when we are able to 
talk face to face.”
     Liggatt said the cancella-
tions shocked her initially.
     “When other states were 
canceling school I was mostly 
surprised to hear this,” she said. 
“My first thoughts after find-
ing out that Silver Lake was 
canceled was disbelief even 
though I pretty much could tell 
that it was going to happen. 
I was overwhelmed with the 
feeling of sadness, loss, and 
stress.”
     Liggatt shared some of her 
goals moving forward con-
cerning the student body.
     “One goal is finding ways 
to identify students that are 
struggling,” she said. “There 
have been a couple surveys 
sent out, one about academic 
needs and one about emotion
Cont. on page 11

“...you never know 
when your last game 
may be but certainly 
we never dreamed 
of this scenario.”
-Athletic Director
Warren Bledsoe

“I was overwhelmed 
with the feeling of 
sadness, loss, and 

stress.”
-Counselor

Sandra Liggatt
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Administrators Adjust 
to Social-Distancing

al needs. Those have been very 
helpful for me to get a read on 
what the students are strug-
gling with and what they are 
doing really well.”
     Liggatt explained that see-
ing the bright side of things is 
key during this time.
     “Keeping a positive mindset 
is going to really help this ‘stay 
at home’ time more enjoyable,” 
she said. “Name three items 
that you’re thankful for every 
day, get out in the fresh air, 
stay active, and find ways to 
help others. Spend time doing 
what you’re passionate about 
and reach out for help if you 
are needing it!”
     Liggatt gave some tips for 
adapting to social-distancing.

     “My tips would be to get 
yourself on a loose routine 
with wake-up and bedtimes, 
as well as school work, lunch, 
and relax/breaks,” she said. 
”Find a way to get yourself and 
your schoolwork organized, I 
have been relying on Google 
Calendar as an agenda for me 
so far especially since Google 
Classroom automatically gets 
added to that calendar. Basi-
cally find your new normal and 
routine. The other tip would be 
to spend time doing a hob-
by or learning new hobbies. 
Students are usually so busy 
in the evenings that it can be 
hard to have so much time so 
find something that is fun and 
makes you happy to do.”
     Womack hypothesized 

some of the lasting effects of 
COVID-19 and social distancing
     “I do believe that teachers 
and students being forced to 
learn new things and learn in 
a different way will have some 
lasting changes in what class-
room instruction looks like,” 
he said. “We have really tried 
to stress to our teachers that 
we want them to try to create 
‘experiences’ for our students 
versus traditional lessons. If we 
can take a big step forward in 
terms of allowing students to 
engage in experiences where 
they attach meaning to their 
learning and are able to apply 
their knowledge and skills at 
a much deeper level then that 
will put a silver lining on this 
very unprecedented time.”

Cont. from page 10
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We hope you’ve enjoyed reading our special 
edition, COVID-19 newspaper feature! But, 
most of all, we hope you, your family, your 
friends, and everyone else in your life is 
safe and healthy.

Bye for now,
Editors Ethan Clark

& Reese Fergola

Ethan:
Welp, guess that’s over with...

Reese:
Who would’ve thought?

No one.

Isn’t that the truth...

‘Till next year, then, Fergola.

‘Till next year, Clark.


