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     On Sunday, Feb. 28, Freshman Timothy W. 
Nesbitt III passed away due to injuries sustained 
from a car crash. Three of his closest friends, 
Freshmen Trenten Cole, Scott Kuhn, and 
Christian Stoner, recently shared their fondest 
memories of Timmy.
     
If you could use three adjectives to describe 
Timmy, what would they be and why?

Trenten: Goofy- he always had a crazy idea. 
Excited- he was always full of energy. Cheerful- 
he could always make you smile.

Scott: Hilarious, creative, and outgoing.

Christian: Goofy, because no matter what hap-
pened, he’d be trying to make you laugh. Happy, 
because whenever you saw him, he had the 
biggest smile on his face and cheered everybody 
up. Athletic, because he was good at every sport 
he played. He was the fastest guy in our grade.

 What are two of your favorite stories you 
have about Timmy? 

Trenten: My favorite story about Timmy is when 
we went to the eighth-grade dance. He came 
over before it started and we spent at least two 
hours getting ready for it. We made cut-offs and 

drew Nike and Air Jordan logos on paper and 
then taped them onto the shirts. We also wore 
sunglasses and bandanas, but when we got to 
the school, we had to change. 
     On the third of July we stayed up until 6 a.m. 
We ran around outside in football pads, and he 
fell into a ditch. Then we went inside and played 
Xbox. When that got boring we went outside 
again and went “SEAL Team 6” in the kiddie 
pool. The next day, we woke up at 4 p.m. and 
ate our breakfast. Then we went outside and 
built a firework tank that shot bottle rockets and 
Roman missiles.

Scott: Timmy and I were texting and he said, 
“Peyton (Cook) and I, we’ve been thinking,” and 
I said, “Yes?” Timmy responded with, “Do you 
think you could scan your butt on a copier?” I 
was too busy laughing to respond, but later I 
told him he could. 
     Another great story was when him, Peyton, 
Cole, and I were in Beloit in the hotel room. He 
thought it would be a good idea to have a Mon-
ster Energy and make himself a cup of coffee, 
so he stayed up all night, which kept me up all 
night. Eventually, we all settled down and tried 
to go to bed, and all of the sudden I hear Timmy 
yell, “I’m coming!”
 
(To see the article in its entirety and a photo 

slideshow of Timmy, click here)

Freshmen remember beloved friend
By Abby Brockmann

http://www.silverlakeschools.org/214807_3
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Eagles dominate winter sports 

Boys’ Basketball

Wrestling

Girls’ Basketball

     The wrestlers placed eighth as a team at state with 52 team points, with 
three wrestlers placing individually. 
     The team traveled to Hays with six wrestlers. Jordan Priddy, sophomore, 
placed second in the 113 weight class after losing 9-5 to Norton’s Skylar Johnson 
in the championship. 
     Dalton Dultmeier, junior, placed third over Marion’s Bryce Shults with an 8-2 
decision at 132. Senior Hunter Howerton, 152, took fourth, and lost to Russell’s 
Chase Prester by one point in the consolation finals.      
     Cole Bradford, freshman at 132, Gable Howerton, sophomore at 145, and Jes-
se Renfro, senior at 220, also wrestled at the state tournament. 

Lady Eagles’ Sub-State Scores
vs Osage City          64-24
vs Royal Valley         50-27
vs Council Grove           63-52

Lady Eagles’ State Scores
vs West Franklin              77-22
vs Hays-TMP           61-44
vs Sabetha           57-44

Perfect Record - 26-0 Season 

     The Lady Eagles were crowned State Champions on March 12, boasting an 
undefeated 26-0 season. The team was made up of seven seniors: Taylor White, 
Madison Wegner, Alexis Gifford, Jordan Yoder, Rachel Heiman, Jessica Johnson 
and Rylie Krogman. 
     Also playing on the varsity team were Juniors Rylie Calderwood, Torey Bur-
khardt, Kayla Lane, Sami Fischer, and lone Sophomore Marissa Bates.
     Head Coach Loren Ziegler, who has been a girls’ basketball coach for 38 
years, helped lead them to this victory. This year’s team won Ziegler his fifth 
state title as a coach, and this season was the third time he’s had an undefeated 
team. Coach Ziegler was also named 3A Girls Basketball Coach of the Year by 
Sports in Kansas.
     Many of the girls on the team credit some of the success to the team dynam-
ic. 
     “As a team, I feel that we were a close-knit group of girls. We have all been 
playing together for about 10 years, and this made our team chemistry so 
strong. This year everyone got along so much better than any other team I have 
ever been on, and everyone knew their role on the team,” White said.
     White was selected to the Mid-East League All-Conference Team, as well as 
All-State Team Honorable Mention. Other players receiving post-season acco-
lades included Heiman, MEL All-Conference, First Team in Class 3A and Second 
Team for all classes; Gifford, MEL All-Conference and Third Team for Class 3A; 
and Wegner, MEL All-Conference and All-State Team Honorable Mention.
     After a long season of hard work and dedication, White recalled her favorite 
moment. 
     “The greatest moment of the season was holding up the state championship 
trophy after we had won. It felt amazing knowing everything we worked for 
came true and all of our hard work paid off,”  White recalled.

     The boys’ basketball team was made up of lone Senior Blake Hallacy, who 
was selected to the Mid-East League All-Conference team and received honor-
able mention for the All-State Team.
    Hallacy explained how he improved this year.
     “I became a better ball handler and passer,” Hallacy stated.
     Also playing on the varsity team were Juniors Ryan Wagner, Dean Honas, and 
Tyler Koelzer, Sophomores Cale Adams, Keenan Baird, Will Boyd, and Brady 
Snook, and Freshmen Dillon Byrne, Wyatt Heiman, and Mason Griffin.
     Griffin received Mid-East League All-Conference honorable mention as a 
freshman.
     Hallacy said they had a good season and shared his favorite experience.
      “My favorite experience was making new friends on the team while playing 
the sport I love,” Hallacy said. 

Girls’ basketball photos by Kayce Warren

Wrestling photos by Calen Schuckman; Basketball photos by Madison Wegner

Photo by Kensie 
Haverkamp

Photo by Calen 
Schuckman

Boys’ Basketball Substate 
Scores

vs Council Grove                    44-38
vs Osage City                           51-70

Articles and layout by Calen Schuckman



ReCipe page fouR feAtuRe page fiVe

This month’s recipe is: Easy Funfetti Cake 
Batter Dip Recipe

SAMI’S COOKING CORNER 

 Directions: 
* In a large bowl, mix cake mix, Cool      

Whip, and yogurt until blended and smooth. *Chill for at least 2 hours.
 *Transfer to serving bowl and top              

with additional sprinkles.
 *Serve with vanilla wafers, graham 
crackers, animal crackers, etc.

Ingredients:
 *1 box Funfetti Cake 

Mix
 *2 cups Cool Whip 

Lite (or regular)
 *2 cups Vanilla Yogurt
 *Sprinkle Decorations 

(optional)

Hot or not?

     Watching the show “Keeping up 
with the Kardashians” is a much 
better activity than doing homework 
after school.
     Watching the Kardashians is very 
entertaining, and sometimes you 
need to take a break from other activ-
ities and get a nice laugh in. 
     Not only do the Kardashians star 
on a T.V. show, but they also run a 
successful clothing line. A few of the 
Kardashians are known for more than 
just the television show. 
     The second youngest, Kendall Jen-
ner, is known for her modeling skills. 
However, not all of the Kardashians 
are all about fame and fortune.
     Kim Kardashian makes time in her 
busy life to visit kids with cancer at 
the Childrens Hospital in L.A. 
     “You see the kids that are so 
strong. They feel so helpless. You 
want to do anything to help them,” 
she said.
     The Kardashians are kind hearted 
people outside of their fame. So, 
everyone, turn on that television and 
keep on keeping up with the Kar-
dashians.

      Watching the show, “Keeping 
up with the Kardashians” is a huge 
waste of time.
     Instead of watching the Kar-
dashian’s overdramatic life spilled 
out into a reality T.V. show, you could 
spend your time doing something 
productive. 
     The show portrays the family as 
very unintelligent and self absorbed 
individuals, constantly complaining 
and gossiping about their lives and 
other people’s lives. 
     The comedy of the show stems 
from dumb comments and acts of 
stupidity, gaining fame and follow-
ers along the way. Due to the Kar-
dashian’s show, (which is now on it’s 
12th season!)  their family name is 
known in every household. 
     “Keeping up with the Kardashians” 
influences youth with a negative 
tone and outlook on life.
     So turn off that overwhelming 
noise and babbling of the Kar-
dashian’s and go out and do some-
thing that will be more entertaining 
and not a waste of your valuable 
time. 

HOT NOT
By Andrea Hoffen By Mackensie Haverkamp

Kardashians

“I feel as if my I.Q. drops every time I watch the show.”

“Watching 
the 

Kardash
ians afte

r 

school is
 the 

highlight
 of my 

day.”
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Cook

Who is your prom date based on your zodiac sign?

Aries

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Leo

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

By Abby Brockmann

Jacob 

Gerber

Natalie

Richards

Lexi

Gifford

Carlie 

Thompson

Zach  

Redmon

Cassie 

Dewey 

You are bound to have a successful prom 
with a Virgo date. They are clever,

creative, and always ready to please.

Kyler

Womack 

Blake

Hallacy

Taylor

Martin

Oen

Griffin

Brianna

womack

Dean

Honas

Kyle

Frick

Mariah

Garrett

Huske

Timmy

Williams

Sami

Fischer

Kensie

Haverkamp

Ryan

Wagner

Kevin

Juedes

Summer

Root 

Cheyanne

Yette

Josh

Wilson

Mariah

Pridey

You are going to be a power couple for 
prom. Compatible with Scorpio, you are 

going to have a fun and independent date.

Since you are compatible with Capricorn, 
you are bound to have a loyal and straight-

forward date. Just don’t let both of your 
stubborness get in the way.

Having an open-minded Sagittarius for a 
date makes for an adventurous and 

memorable prom night.

You are compatible with a trend-setting 
Aquarius. Your date is innovative, 

admirable, and eccentric.

The stars have aligned for a Virgo and an 
Aries to have a risk-taking night at prom. 

Beware: Don’t let your independent 
personalities clash.

If you are a Libra, you are most compatible 
with a free-spirited Pisces. Chemistry won’t 

be an issue when these two signs get 
together.

The two signs Capricorn and the stubborn 
Taurus are compatible because of their 

down-to-earth and fun-loving personalities.

You are compatible with a friendly 
Cancer, which makes for a safe and 

enjoyable prom. Tip: Cancers are sensitive, 
so be mindful of what you say to them.

Your date of many talents is a mischievous 
Gemini. You are bound to have an eventful 

and innovative prom night.

Sagittarius is most compatible with Leo. 
Your faithful and loving personalities make 

for a perfect evening.

With an adventurous and irresistable Libra 
for a date, prom will never be boring. 

However, make sure to be the decision 
maker, as Libras are indecisive.

Don’t know your sign? Here is a key: 
Aries: March 21- April 19  Taurus: April 20- May 20  Gemini: May 21- June 20  Cancer: June 21- July 22 Leo: July 23- August 22  
Virgo: August 23- September 22 Libra: September 23- October 22  Scorpio: October 23- November 21  Sagittarius: November 22- 
December 21  Capricorn: December 22- January 19  Aquarius: January 20- February 18   Pisces: February 19- March 20

(Virgo) (Virgo)

(Capricorn) (Capricorn)

(Scorpio)

(Aquarius) (Aquarius)

(Scorpio)

(Sagittarius) (Sagittarius)

(Aries) (Aries)

(Pisces) (Pisces)

(Cancer) (Cancer)

(Leo) (Leo)

(Taurus) (Taurus)

(Gemini) (Gemini)

(Libra) (Libra)

(Disclaimer: Students pictured are of the same sign and are not being paired as prom dates.)

http://www.astrology.com/game/compatibility/zodiac-signs/love.html
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     On Jan. 21, 2016, a proposed piece of legislation was referred 
to the Kansas House Committee on Education. Labeled as House 
Bill 2504, the proposal called for consolidation of school districts 
and the shutdown of many small schools across the state. Though 
the bill was abandoned, educators and administrators are still 
concerned about the reemergence of this statute.
     “There was no way it was going to pass or gain traction in an 
election year, but it will be back,” Silver Lake Superintendent Tim 
Hallacy predicted.
     Overseer of a 3A school, Hallacy said that this legislation would 
impact his district. Furthermore, he claimed Silver Lake would not 
be the only school affected by House Bill 2504.
     “You’re going to have schools in 99 of the 105 counties consoli-
date into one under that bill. In the remaining six, you would also 
have impacts on some, if they were under 1,500 [students], like 
Silver Lake,” Hallacy said.
     The consolidation clause would likely force Silver Lake to merge 
with Seaman USD 345, which is already a 5A high school. Hallacy 
asserted that this would cause unfavorable consequences for 
transferring students.
     “There would be, simply because you’re moving into a system 
with a much larger population, less opportunities,” Hallacy con-
tended.
     Jamie Manhart, Silver Lake’s journalism teacher and parent of 
three school-aged children, also insisted that this would create 
logistical difficulties.
     “If we would consolidate, there is a possibility that my children 
would be going to a different building. Right now, we live two 
blocks away from the school. We can walk to school. Having to be 
bussed or having my husband or me drive our kids to school every 
day would be a major inconvenience on so many levels,” Manhart 
said.
     She also stated that the small-town charm of Silver Lake is 
something attractive to her.
     “I think there are so many more advantages for my kids in going 
to a smaller school. I feel like the expectations are higher. In a small 
town and a small school, everyone knows you. I feel like in a larger 
school district, my kids would become just a face or a number,” 
Manhart remarked.
     This affirmation of small-town values is not uncommon, and 
Hallacy also cited the rural environment as an allure for him and his 
family.
     “As a parent, I chose to educate my students at a small school in 
a small community because of the amount of opportunities they 
are going to have, which is more in a small school. The sense of 
community is greater in a small school setting,” Hallacy said.
     Peyton Fergola, Silver Lake sophomore, was also uneasy at the 
thought of being consolidated into the Seaman school district.
     “We have such different cultures within our schools. I think it 
would be hard for the students merging,” Fergola commented.
     Silver Lake Art Teacher Tiffany Wiles confirmed that a clash of 
cultures could certainly be a problem.
     “Students, especially here in Silver Lake, would need to get used 
to large class sizes. I think that would be the biggest hurdle for 
them because they’re not used to having to share teacher atten-
tion,” Wiles said.
     Not only could this bill affect the school, but Hallacy said the 
effect would be detrimental to the entire community.
     “We are the largest employer in our community by far. So, ulti-
mately, that bill could have a tremendous negative impact on the 
finances of this community as well as if you lose the 7-12 building, 

you would lose your town’s identity, too. And that’s happened in other 
communities,” Hallacy noted.
     There is an obvious gloom-and-doom aura coming from dissenters of 
this legislation, but what is the root cause of this dilemma? According to 
Wiles, it may just be politics as usual.
     “I think our legislature waits for the guard of Kansas citizens to be 
down, so they can pass the things that they want. I also think it is a major 
goal of our current legislature to privatize education as much as possible, 
and consolidating school districts will be one way they will be able to do 
that,” Wiles commented.
     Hallacy contended that Silver Lake is fortunate to have the representa-
tion it currently does.
     “Both Representative Patton and Senator Kelly have been very pro-
active for our school and our community. We visit a lot about pending 
legislation and talk about the potential impact on students, teachers, and 
the community,” Hallacy said.
     Senator Kelly and Representative Patton will be in Silver Lake this 
Saturday, March 12, to meet with citizens and answer questions about the 
current legislative session. The meeting starts at 9 a.m. at the Silver Lake 
Senior Citizens/Community Center. 
     Hallacy said the problem lies in the government attempting to curtail 
its own imprint.
     “The government, because of their tax cuts, cannot afford the level 
of services that they have now. So, they’re going to have to continue to 
reduce the footprint of government and their expenses, and a chunk of 
that will come from public education,” Hallacy explained.
     Many teachers and administrators at Silver Lake overwhelmingly came 
to a consensus on how to block the bill.
     “Register to vote the minute you turn 18, and then actually go out and 
vote because voter turnout in Kansas is historically low, and it’s very im-
portant to make our legislature education-friendly,” Wiles responded.
     Wiles’ comments about electoral participation are supported by sta-
tistics. In 2014, Kris Kobach, the Kansas Secretary of State, reported that 
voter turnout in the state was the lowest it had been in the 21st century.
     “We are a representative democracy, and that is based on participation. 
It is vitally important that people not only voice their opinion, but do so 
through their vote,” Hallacy concurred.
Hallacy also noted that the district was taking steps to improve voter 
turnout amongst younger voters.
      “We will be working with the League of Women Voters to have a voter 
registration drive for students who will be turning 18 in time to vote. 
We will also open that up and be glad to share that opportunity with the 
community,” Hallacy added.

House realignment bill still poses threat to Kansas schools
Article and photo by Keith Nagy, 21st Century Journalism Student

Silver Lake students excel in forensics
     Sophomore Keith Nagy is lighting the forensics circuit 
on fire. On March 26, Nagy captured first in Oration and 
Extemporaneous Speaking at the Clay Center tournament, 
and then he followed it up with a Mid-East League champi-
on crown in Extemp on March 31 at Riley County.
     A double qualifier to state, he shared his favorite part 
about forensics. 
     “My favorite part of forensics is actually the day be-
fore the tournament, when we compete in Congressional 
debate. Congress is really exciting and interactive, and it’s 
basically a bunch of high schoolers joking about whatever 
for a few hours,” he said.
     Nagy described how his award-winning Oration came 
about.
     “My oration is entitled ‘True Meaning of its Greed: Amer-
ica’s Obsession with Fortune.’ It’s basically a walk through 
income inequality in the United States, the greed related 
to that issue, and what we can do to solve that. I picked 
this topic because it’s very regularly neglected. Much of 
the national discussion is about racism or sexism, but one 
category that gets overlooked is the impoverished. Through 
my oration, I wanted to draw some light on that matter,” he 
said.
     Although Extemp was not originally on his radar, Nagy 
said he has grown to love the event.
     “I got forced into doing Domestic Extemp (DX)  because 
I’m a debater, but it’s kinda grown on me. My favorite part 
about it is that anything can happen. 
     “One round I could be talking about foreign policy, and 
the next I’ll be talking about Donald Trump. So, it’s all very 
spontaneous,” he said.
     Forensics Coach Michelle Taylor explained why she decid-
ed to take on the role of coach.
     “I decided to be a forensics coach my sophomore year 
of college. I did forensics in high school and more than any 
other activity, it changed who I was as a person. I was able 
to experience a lot of things that I never would have without 
the influence of debate and forensics, and I wanted to see 
other students experience that,” she said.
     Taylor explained what she enjoys most about forensics. 
     “My favorite part of being a forensics coach is hanging 
out with my kids. I get to spend a lot of extra time with 
them on weekends, and it is fun getting to know them and 
seeing them grow over the years,” she said.
     Nagy said he is learning a lot from Taylor and the activity 
itself. 
     “Miss Taylor has taught me everything I know about fo-
rensics, but the most important thing was how to structure 
a speech. That helped tremendously in my success through 
the season.
     “Forensics has taught me how to work efficiently, do 
adequate research, and above all, better communicate my 
thoughts and ideas,” Nagy said.  Photos by Claire Austin 

and Sami Fischer

By Gracie Johnson

State Qualifiers

Senior Syd Monteith:
International Extemp

Original Oration
Impromptu

Sophomore Keith Nagy:
Domestic Extemp
Original Oration

Sophomore 
Faith Scheibmeir:
Domestic Extemp
Original Oration

Senior Jordan Sharpe:
Humorous Interpretation

Prose
Keith Nagy

Miranda Graf

DW Snook
Coach Taylor

Faith Scheibmeir

Gabby Gifford

Leah Gustafson
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Photo by Madison Wegner

Photo by Calen Schuckman Photo by Sami Fischer Photo by Kayce Warren

Photo by Kayce Warren

Photo by Sami Fischer

Photo by Halie Bouton 

 Photo by Mackensie Haverkamp

Photo by Calen Schuckman

Photo by Madison
                     Wegner

Photo by Madison Wegner

eVeNtfuL eagLeS eVeNtfuL eagLeS



page tWeLVe feAtuRe 

Regional journalism results announced
By Tyler Blaylock

Junior Abby Brockmann received honorable mention at regional 
journalism and qualified to state with her advertisement  for a 
smoothie store.

Sophomore Andrea Hoffen, first-time competitor, placed 
second in academic photography with this photo.

Junior Newspaper Editor Abby Brockmann placed first in 
headline writing and design with this photo.

     High school journalists 
recently competed against 21 
other 3A/4A schools at Kansas 
State University’s regional 
competition on Thursday, Feb. 
25.
     Nine journalism students 
entered 25 entries and qual-
ified to state in 23 of them. 
Also, all nine students who 
competed qualified to state. 
Students who finish in first, 
second, or third place qualify 
to state, as well as the top 
three honorable mentions.
     Junior Abby Brockmann 
placed third in copy editing, 
second in news writing, hon-
orable mention in advertising, 
and first place in headline 
writing and design. 
     Besides all the hard work 
put into competing, the jour-
nalists all shared some good 
memories.
     “My favorite memory is 
going to our annual Mexican 
restaurant trip,” Brockmann 
said.
     Sophomore Halie Bouton 
placed third in academic 
photography, honorable men-
tion in headline writing, and 
honorable mention in student 
life photography. 
     Bouton’s student life photo 
was of Freshman Emma Hu-
bener in her dance class.
     Bouton shared her favorite 

memory as well. 
     “My favorite memory 
was student life photogra-
phy because I got to meet 
Emma and get  to know her 
and become close friends,” 
Bouton said.
     Fellow journalists quali-
fying to state were Seniors 
Madi Wegner, Kelsey 
Priddy, and Kayce Warren; 
Juniors Mackensie Haver-
kamp and Sami Fischer; 
and Sophomore Andrea 
Hoffen.
     Wegner received honor-
able mention in yearbook 
copywriting and cut line 
writing, while Priddy placed 
third in newspaper sports 
writing and second in year-
book sports writing. 
     Honorable mentions 
went to Warren in sports 
writing, and Haverkamp in 
student life photography. 
     Fischer placed third in 
cutline writing, honorable 
mention in yearbook theme 
and graphics, and honor-
able mention in sports pho-
tography. Hoffen placed 
first in feature writing, 
honorable mention in news 
writing and advertising, 
and second in academic 
photography
     State is at the University 
of Kansas on May 7. 


