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Enhanced technology offered for students

By Lyndsey
Vande Velde 
Staff Writer
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“It’s just been a well 
thought-out process that 
I think is very beneficial 
for the kids,” Lane said.

(continued on page 7)

Eighth-Graders Tori Haverkamp and Garet Crump (Photo by Lyndsey Vande Velde)

     Technology is evolving in the district. 
From personal one-to-one Chromebooks, 
to a new T-shirt business, to a greenhouse, 
students are definitely seeing a change at 
school.
     On Dec. 2, Chromebooks were handed 
out to all junior high students and they 
take the Chromebooks home every night.
     According to Junior High Math 
Teacher Shelley Lane, “They were really 
excited to get their own devices because 

for some of them, that would be their only chance to 
have their own personal computer. It’s just been a well 
thought-out process that I think is very beneficial for the 
kids.”
     Eighth-Grader Garet Crump explained how he felt 
when he received his Chromebook.
     “My reaction was anxious and excited to get them. 
I was excited because down at my house, normally 
we only have one computer to work on. Whoever gets 
on it first usually takes up all the Internet, so whoever 
is second or third never gets any work done,” Crump 
explained.
     Lane said a big advantage of getting Chromebooks 
is that it opens up an easier way for students to talk to 
teachers.
     “I’m getting questions from kids outside of the school 
day that maybe wouldn’t have even asked me in the 
classroom,” Lane said.
     Crump said the Chromebooks have also been helpful 
when doing work at home.

     “My favorite part about them is that you don’t need 
Internet to work. I mainly just do my homework at my 
house now. I can go to different websites to help me 
study for certain tests,” Crump said.
     Lane explained a change that the students will face.
     “I think one of the major changes for the kids is 
switching over from having all of their stuff in Word 
documents into Google documents and then there is not a 
place to keep them on their desktop," she said.
    Brad Womack, Silver Lake Jr./Sr. High School prin-
cipal, stated that the plan is for all 
students to receive Chromebooks by 
the start of the 2017-18 school year.
     “The intent from the administra-
tion and the school board is that 
starting in August, all of the students 
grades seven through 12 would have 
one-to-one Chromebooks,” Womack 
stated.
     He explained why junior high students received the 
Chromebooks first.
     “The main reason we started with the junior high was 
because they were a smaller group. If there were any 
issues, handling them on a smaller scale would be more 
manageable,” he explained.
     He said the main benefit for the students having 
one-to-one Chromebooks was to give students an equal 
opportunity to use technology outside of school.
     “The biggest idea is to level the playing field for all 
students in terms of what they have access to. There is 
so much information to use for studies and additional 

resources gained,” Womack said.
     The money to finance the Chromebooks was accumu-
lated from savings over the years.
     “For two to three years we had been talking about get-
ting students one-to-one Chromebooks. We have actually 
been saving for a few years as well as additional gifts and 
grants.
     “The Chromebooks for the junior high was at least 
$30,000 to give every student and teacher a Chromebook. 
With the high school, it could be around $60,000,” Wom-

ack explained.
     Not only is technology booming 
in the district but also in the entre-
preneurship area as well.
     Carolyn Worthington, technology 
instructor, is one of the leaders of 
the new T-shirt business. 
     Worthington shared this will be 
a new journey for her, as well as for 

the students.
     “I think it is going to be a new adventure. I think I’m 
looking forward to something new and to get out of my 
routine, as well as for the students to learn a new set of 
skills that are necessary,” Worthington explained.
     She shared some of the challenges they have faced in 
the setup of the business.
     “Everything is new. We’re not 100 percent proficient 
in this software, but students have been working on it. 
Not knowing the software has made us a little frustrated. 
Getting our orders and making sure that we get the design 

Technology Instructor Carolyn Worthington, Senior Olivia Beach, 
and Sophomore Ryan Slechta (Photo by Addison Hamilton)
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Dis connected

By Abby Brockmann
Editor-in-Chief

     “Here,” the text from my 
boyfriend of a few months 
read.
     He was picking me up for 
a date tonight, and I couldn’t 
help but reminisce about the 
good ol’ days before cell 
phones and social media; 
times where the boy would 
come up to the door when 
picking the girl up for a date, 
opening the car door with a 
chivalrous grin.
     What happened?

     In society today, relation-
ships have taken on a whole 
new form. Face-to-face com-
munication that was once a 
norm has turned into texting 
and “sliding into their dm’s.” 
Blooming relationships have 
skipped the nervous butter-
flies before a first date phase 
and have gone straight to 
organizing a time to hang out 
over text and then deciding to 
“Netflix and chill.”
     When relationships are 
established and maintained 
primarily over text and social 
media outlets, it makes it hard 
for individuals to communi-
cate in person.
     If social media was not 
prevalent, individuals would 
have to do everything face-to-
face. This includes meeting 
each other, getting asked out 
on a date, and eventually go-
ing on that said date. 
     Man, how did everyone’s 

parents do it? 
     Not only does social media 
get rid of genuine human 
connection, it also presents a 
plethora of unrealistic expec-
tations.
     I hardcore struggle with 
this. Many times, I find 
myself scrolling through well-
known couple’s Instagrams, 
reveling at their magical 
dates and seemingly perfect 
pictures together. (I would not 
recommend following @bon-
niekatez and @belikethefox 
on Instagram, unless you want 
your heart to explode).
     It is important to remem-
ber that social media can act 
as a veneer for viral couples; 
not every relationship is as 
flawless as it appears to be on 
social media.
     I have also found that 
whenever I am scroll-
ing through Twitter, I am 
bombarded with a constant 

stream of tweets about what a 
relationship should look like. 
Do not let social media tell 
you what you do and don’t 
deserve; make that decision 
for yourself.
     Along with social media, 
romance movies can also be 
an outlet for presenting un-
realistic expectations. I mean 
come on, Ryan Gosling, are 
you REALLY going to set that 
expectation for males? 
     Unfortunately, I have a 
message for all the girls out 
there: boys are never going to 
be as perfect as the actors in 
movies, so do not set the bar 
that high for your significant 
other. Your Ryan Gosling will 
come around sooner or later, 
he just won’t be quite as awe-
some (tragic, I know). 
     Likewise, girls are not as 
perfect as the media (or Pho-
toshop) makes them out to be, 
nor are they Victoria’s Secret 

Angels. So, boys, remember 
this and remind your S.O. that 
they are amazing just the way 
they are (Yes, those are Bruno 
Mars lyrics).     
     Have you ever wondered 
what life would be like 
without high-tech cell phones 
and endless apps to commu-
nicate through? There would 
be no thoughts of, “Oh no, he 
read my message and never 
replied. That must mean he 
hates me. But I can’t double 
text, that’s not socially ac-
ceptable. UGH! I’m NEVER 
gonna get a boyfriend!” 
     Don’t lie. You’ve been 
there.
     If relationships were less 
centered around technology 
and social media, there would 
be less questions, doubts, and 
insecurities among couples.
     Even though cell phones 
are a convenient way to 
communicate, and serve as 

an awesome tool for long dis-
tance relationships, I believe 
couples would be better off 
without them at times.
     Society today seems scared 
of face-to-face interaction. 
This has been caused by cell 
phones practically becoming 
an extension of the human 
body. 
     Family dinners and 
sleepovers have turned into a 
competition of who can stare 
at their phone screens the 
longest. Technology has not 
only interfered with roman-
tic relationships, they have 
caused human interaction to 
decline at a staggering rate.
     Let’s not give technology 
the power to overtake our 
relationships.
     So, wherever you are, drop 
your phone, nerves, and pride, 
and ask that special someone 
out on a date with your good, 
old-fashioned words.

Technology robs relationships of genuine human connection

Freshman Anna Schuckman Freshman Gideon Remer
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What  Is Love...?
“If you have ever seen (Junior) Mason 
Jones in his panda costume, then you 

have seen what true love is.”
Ryan Wagner, 12

“Love is keeping your composure when your 
S.O. eats the last Oreo. Love is waiting to 

watch your favorite show until you can watch 
it together. Love is laughing until you can’t 
breathe, arguing about pointless subjects, 

and the feeling of home. Most of all, love is 
patient, kind, accepting, and selfless.” 

Abby Brockmann, 12

“Ordering a large fry so 
you can share.” 

Rivers Schwenn, 9

“No comment.” 
Cale Adams, 11

“Confusing.” 
Tyler Blaylock, 10 “Love is when you start thinking the 

cheesy Hollywood endings of mov-
ies, like when they run into your arms 
and you swing them around, could be 
real. Love is when you see them and 

can’t help but smile like an idiot from 
ear to ear. When they look at you 

and ask ‘what’ because you just can’t 
stop wanting to look into their eyes. 
It is the moment when their eyes are 
like a sea that you want to drift away 

in and never return. It's when their 
voice is like a lighthouse guiding you 
through every storm that tries to tear 

you down.” 
Josh Wilson, 12

 “Love is putting someone else’s needs 
and wants before your own. It is sacri-
fice and compromise. Even though you 
put them first, love makes you feel self-
ish because it fills you with the feeling 
of elation and happiness you can’t get 

from anyone else.”  
Christina Weber, English teacher

“Love is pretending to care about 
Clash of Clans.” 

 Jenna Johnson, 10

“A lost art.” 
Steven Meier, social 

studies teacher

“Baby don’t hurt me!” 
Trent Byers, 11

“Unconditional.” 
Marie Kalas, paraprofessional

     In honor of Valentine's 
Day, students were chosen at 
random and asked to answer 
the question, “What is love?”

By Mackensie Haverkamp
Head of Social Media
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     Twelve years ago, Se-
nior Dalton Dultmeier was 
learning wrestling moves 
from his grandpa in his 
living room. 
     “My dad and my grand-
pa led me to start wres-
tling when I was younger 
because it’s been in our 
family our whole life. My 
grandpa started when he 
was younger and passed it 
on to my dad,”

he said.
     This family tradition 
has led Dultmeier to nu-
merous pieces of hardware.
    As a freshman, Dultmei-
er was second at regionals 
and third at state at 113 
lbs. At 120 his sophomore 
year, he was regional 
champion and placed sec-
ond at state. Last year, he 
was regional champion and 
took third at state at 138. 
    High school wrestling 
wasn't Dultmeier's first 
taste of high pressure com-
petition. 
     As a seventh grader, he 
traveled to Brute Nationals 
in Liberty, Mo. and was 
crowned national cham-
pion at 85.
     None of these ac-
complishments have been 
earned without struggles 
along the way.

     “There’s been some 
matches in my past where 
my opponents have been a 
lot bigger or stronger, and 
I’ve gone out there and 
beat them. Or they might 
be 
ranked 
high in 
state 
and I 
wasn’t, 
and 
then 
I beat 
them,” 
Dult-
meier 
said.
     He 
com-
mented on his attitude go-
ing into his last season.
     “This year my mindset 
is just to stay focused since 
it’s my last year, just leave 

it all out on the mat, and 
my senior year, coming out 
on top,” he said.
     As a kid, Dultmeier was 
a national wrestling cham-
pion, but in his future, his 

overall goal is to have a 
successful life and family.      
     He explained the life 
lessons wrestling has 
taught him.

     “The main life lessons 
I’ve learned are mental 
toughness, dedication, and 
discipline. You have to 
be really mentally tough 
during wrestling matches 
because a lot of things can 
go wrong. 
     "You just have to come 
back from it and be disci-
plined while cutting weight 
and dedicated also,” he 
said.
     Dultmeier has become 
a leader and role model for 
young athletes throughout 
the season. 
     Sophomore Scott Kuhn 
commented on how Dult-
meier has motivated him as 
a wrestler. 
     "He doesn't want 
anybody slacking, so he al-
ways pushes us to be faster 
and stronger," Kuhn said.
     Although young athletes 

By Taylor Burkhardt
and Kaidon Kruger 
Staff Writers

Photo by Calen Schuckman

“My role models for 
wrestling have been my 

grandpa and my dad 
since they have spent a 
lot of time working with 

me and making me a 
better wrestler and 

person,” Dultmeier said.

Photo provided

Photo by Addison Hamilton

look up to Dultmeier, he 
commented on his personal 
wrestling role models.
     “My role models for 
wrestling have been my 
grandpa and my dad since 
they have spent a lot of 
time working with me and 
making me a better wres-
tler and person,” he said.
     He said his favorite 
high school wrestling 
memory was going on 
two-day tournaments and 
staying in hotels with his 
teammates.
     Dultmeier shared his 
final words of gratitude 
toward his coaches and 
family.
     "I’d like to thank all my 
family and all the coaches 
I’ve had in the past for 
making me the best wres-
tler and person I can be,” 
he said.

Pin & Win

Dultmeier’s season heats up while on edge of fourth state appearance
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Want to catch up on scores you missed?

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 1 Frankfort: 70-68, W
Dec. 6 Council Grove: 34-64, L
Dec. 9 Riley County: 54-56, L
Dec. 13 Royal Valley: 54-48, L
Dec. 16 St. Marys: 50-49, W
Jan. 3 Rossville: 45-55, L
Jan. 6 Rock Creek: 44-31, W
Jan. 10 Wabaunsee: 35-55, L
Jan. 21 Tonganoxie Tournament: Second
Jan. 24 (A) Santa Fe Trail: 35-19, W
Jan. 27 (H) Atchinson: 64-35, W
Jan. 31 (A) Osage City: 49-23, W
Feb. 3 (A) St. Marys
Feb. 10 (H) Rossville
Feb. 14 (A) Wellsville
Feb. 17 (H) Rock Creek
Feb. 21 (H) Riley County (Rescheduled from Jan. 13)
Feb. 23 (A) Wabaunsee
Sub-State @ St. Marys High School- Easton-Pleasant Ridge, 
Hoyt-Royal Valley, Oskaloosa, Perry-Lecompton, Riley County, 
Rossville, St. Marys, Silver Lake 

BOys’ Basketball
Dec. 1 Frankfort: 55-41, W
Dec. 6 Council Grove: 68-58, W
Dec. 9 Riley County: 60-39, W
Dec. 13 Royal Valley: 54-47, W
Dec. 16 St. Marys: 60-56, W
Jan. 3 Rossville: 42-47, L
Jan. 6 Rock Creek: 51-69, L
Jan. 10 Wabaunsee: 63-61, W
Jan. 21 Nemaha Central Tournament: Third 
Jan. 24 (A) Santa Fe Trail: 71-52, W
Jan. 27 (H) Atchinson: 38-60, L
Jan. 31 (A) Osage City: 47-52, L
Feb. 3 (A) St. Marys
Feb. 10 (H) Rossville
Feb. 14 (A) Wellsville
Feb. 17 (H) Rock Creek
Feb. 21 (H) Riley County (Rescheduled from Jan. 13)
Feb. 23 (A) Wabaunsee
Sub-State @ St. Marys High School- Easton-Pleasant Ridge, 
Hoyt-Royal Valley, Oskaloosa, Perry-Lecompton, Riley County, 
Rossville, St. Marys, Silver Lake 

Wrestling Highlights
Onaga (Dec. 10)- Jordan Priddy, 120, 1st; Scott Kuhn, 126, 
3rd; Tristen Stoner, 132, 4th; Dalton Dultmeier, 138, 1st; Cole 
Bradford, 145, 2nd; Trent Byers, 152, 4th; Gable Howerton, 
160, 1st; Gideon Remer, 182, 4th; Josh Boyd, 195, 4th.

Burlington (Jan. 7)- Jordan Priddy, 126, 1st; Cole Bradford, 
145, 3rd; Gable Howerton, 160, 1st; Peyton Cook, 106, 6th; 
Tommy Cavanaugh, 113, 8th; Scott Kuhn, 132, 5th; Dalton 
Dultmeier, 138, 4th; Gideon Remer, 182, 6th

Beloit (Jan. 20)- Dalton Dultmeier, 138, 1st; Gable Howerton, 
160, 2nd

Photo by Calen Schuckman

Photo by Sami Fischer

Photo by Kennedy KatsPhoto by Gracie JohnsonPhoto by Sami Fischer

Photo by Gracie Johnson

Photo by Addison Hamilton

Scoreboard

Silver Lake Schools, USD 372

@SilverLakeEagle

or see the district website, 
www.silverlakeschools.org
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     Freshman Cooper Davis 
is a hero to many because of 
his positive attitude despite 
his disability. Davis was diag-
nosed with Down syndrome 
when he was a month old.  
     Amy Davis, 
Silver Lake first-
grade teacher, explained her 
son’s disability. 
     “Cooper was
 born with Down 
syndrome. He was also born 
with an AV 
Canal de-
fect - which 
is basically 
a hole in 
your heart. 
He had 
open heart 
surgery 
when he 
was four 
months old 
to repair 
it. He has done great ever 

since - just having to visit the 
cardiologist once a year to 
keep an eye on a leaky valve 
that he still has. 
     “He received early 
intervention services from 
TARC until he was 3 years 
old and then started here at 
Silver Lake in their preschool 
when he was 3 years old,” she 
explained.  
     During his time at Silver 
Lake, C. Davis has been 
involved in many different 
activities. 
     “I participate in high 
school basketball, journalism 
and the musical. I play on 
the ‘C’ team boys’ basketball 
team with Coach Roberson.          
     “In the musical, I got to 
be a chimney sweep and sing 
in the chorus. My favorite 

activity is 
journalism 
because I 
get to do so      
many differ-
ent things. 
I get to take 
pictures 
at school 
events, do 
the morning 
announce-
ments, help 

with the website, and help do 
the Homecoming videos,” he 
explained. 
   He participates in Special 

Olympics sports as well, in-
cluding track and swimming.
     "Besides practices, we 
have a regional track meet in 
Topeka and then the Summer 
Games in Wichita each year. 
With swimming, we have a 
regional meet in Salina and 
then the Summer Games in 
Wichita. I used to do basket-
ball until I started playing for 
Silver Lake. 
I will do bas-
ketball again 
someday. 
     “Special 
Olympics 
swimming is 
my favorite 
because I 
always win 
gold. I want 
to try volleyball as my next 
Special Olympics sport,” he 
said. 
     Special Olympics is a fun 
event for him and he said he 
has experienced his own fair 
share of accomplishments in 
his events. 
     “I think running the 200 
meter has been my biggest 
accomplishment. Running is 
hard for me, and the first race 
I ran I couldn’t even finish 
and now I can medal in the 
races. That is why the 200 is 
special to me,” C. Davis said.     
     His mom said sometime 
in the future, he will have 

surgery on his feet. 
     “Cooper does have dif-
ficulty with both of his feet - 
something he has always had 
but not necessarily connected 
to Down syndrome. We are 
currently working with the 
rehabilitation clinic at Chil-
dren’s Mercy. They are using 
shoe inserts that will increas-
ingly get larger in size to offer 

more support. 
The long-term 
plan is that he 
will have to 
have surgery 
on both feet to 
correct them.  
     “Right now 
he just experi-
ences fatigue 
and discom-

fort with a lot of walking or 
running. The doctors say that 
once he starts feeling a lot 
of pain and it starts affecting 
his hips - they will have to 
turn to surgery. His ankles are 
starting to cave in because of 
the difficulties with his feet so 
it will definitely be needed at 
some point. We are just hop-
ing to let him enjoy his sports 
as long as we can before 
we go down that road,” she 
explained.   
     Even with some difficul-
ties, C. Davis still stays posi-
tive each day. He explained 
what he would look forward 

to each day when he was in 
junior high.
     “I liked rotating classes. 
I had lots of new classes and 
new teachers and I liked that,” 
he said. 
       He expanded on his 
thoughts about journalism.
     “My favorite part of 
journalism is taking pictures 
and then uploading them to 
the website. It is my favorite 
because I am learning to take 
better action shots. I get to 
go to a lot of school events,” 
he said. 
     He explained his thoughts 
on high 
school 
and 
what he 
enjoys 
about it.
     “I 
like 
lunch 
time 
because I get to see lots of 
different people, and I like 
school lunches. I even get to 
eat with seniors, and I like 
that a lot.
     “Journalism class and 
musical class are my favorites 
because I have made so many 
new friends in those classes,” 
he said. 
     Even through difficult 
times, he stays on the sunny 
side.

     “I have such a positive 
attitude because I have great 
family, friends, paras, teachers 
and coaches. I love it here at 
Silver Lake and that makes 
me happy. Everyone is so nice 
to me. Everyone helps me so 
much when I need help,” he 
said. 
     His mom shared how her 
son’s positivity affects her. 
     “Cooper is definitely my 
hero. Although he has Down 
syndrome, I feel like he really 
has life more figured out than 
most of us. He walks onto 
any stage, court or field or 

into any 
classroom 
with 
confi-
dence that 
he can do 
what-
ever he 
is asked 
to do 

and never limits himself. 
And things are so hard for 
him - but he doesn’t let that 
show. He never worries about 
what people think of him and 
just goes for things without 
fear. That is how we should 
all be! He is my hero, and his 
positive attitude and amazing 
effort is contagious to anyone 
he meets,” she said. 
     C. Davis explained what 
he sees in his future.      

Hometown

Hero
Davis shares his positive outlook despite disability

By Gracie Johnson
Staff Writer

“I have such a positive 
attitude because I have 

great family, friends, 
paras, teachers, and 

coaches.”
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approved is basically what 
we are working on now,” 
Worthington stated. 
     Worthington described 
what she hopes the 
students will accomplish 
this year with the T-shirt 
business.
     “Our goal is not really 
to make money. Our goal 
is to teach the students a 
start-to-finish planning 
program for some type of 
job. You have to start at the 
beginning, and you have 
to plan it out before you 
implement all of the parts. 
     "Our goal for our 
business is to teach our 
students to be able to 
work from start to fin-
ish in a process. We 
will try to make enough 
money to cover expenses,” 
Worthington said.
     She described how the 
students will benefit from  
taking the class.
     “I think they will 
benefit from learning the 
process from start to finish. 
From finding a customer, 
to finding out what the 
customer needs, to design-
ing, to implementing, and 
to marketing.      
     “The students are very 
excited about this. I hope 

their enthusiasm carries 
over to future semesters so 
that we have a good turn-
out,” Worthington said.
     Students have been hard 
at work designing T-shirts 
for sporting events.     
     Wrestling shirts were 
designed for the home 
wrestling tournament that 
took place on Feb. 4 and 
were on sale for $12.
     Sophomore Ryan 
Slechta and Junior Aubrey 
Dick were project man-
agers for the wrestling 
T-shirts, while Slechta and 
Sophomore Macey Clark 
designed the artwork.
     Sophomore Abby 
Pressgrove also designed 
pink headbands for Pink 
Out night tonight against 
Rossville. 
     Players will be sporting 
the headbands, but they 
will be available for sale to 
the general public for $6. 
     Besides Chromebooks 
and the T-shirt business, 
the district is also making 
headway on the much-
anticipated greenhouse.
     Although a lot of work 
has been done planning for 
this greenhouse, minor set-
backs have been slowing 
that process down.

(Greenhouse sketch provided by the architects)

(Technology continued from page one)

     “I want to go to college. I 
want to continue playing bas-
ketball. My dream would be 
to play basketball at K-State. 
I want to have a job and my 
own house,” Davis said.
     His mom has high hopes 
for him as well. 
     “When I think about Coo-
per’s future, I refuse to use 
the word ‘no.’ I have learned 
through all of the conferences 
and workshops that I have 
attended on Down syndrome 
that there are wonderful 
things happening all over the 
nation for individuals with 
Down syndrome - you just 
have to make it happen. It 
takes perseverance and think-
ing outside of the box. 
     “Obviously, there are 
things that most high school/
college students are doing that 
Cooper will not be able to do 
to the degree that they are do-
ing it - but that doesn’t mean 
he cannot do it. I try to look 
at what other kids his age are 
doing and how Cooper can do 

it, too, on his own level. There 
are colleges and employers 
that are really on board with 
advancing their involvement 
with individuals with special 
needs and that is super excit-
ing...," she said.
     C. Davis 
keeps himself 
busy at home, 
too. 
     “I like to 
read musi-
cal scripts 
and listen to 
music - like 
songs from 
‘Hairspray 
Live’ and other 
musicals. I 
also like to 
look up things 
on YouTube 
and play Madden Football on 
my X-Box. I also like to play 
games with my family and 
play with my dog, Mya,” he 
said. 
     Every day, there will be 
challenges and trials, but A. 

Davis wouldn’t have it any 
other way.
     “Being a parent of a child 
with a disability definitely 
keeps things from ever being 
boring. You are always on 
your toes because to stay on 

top of every-
thing you have 
to be prepared 
to think on your 
feet a lot. There 
are so many ‘be-
hind the scenes’ 
accommoda-
tions that our 
family does so 
that Cooper can 
experience suc-
cess when he is 
out amongst his 
peers and out in 
the community.    

     There is no question that it 
makes you a better person and 
parent to be blessed with a 
child with special needs. You 
learn to celebrate small suc-
cesses more and not to sweat 
the small stuff,” she said.

     Womack gave an over-
view of the timeline.
     “Our timeline is that 
it would be fully built, in 
place, and ready by the 
beginning of school next 
year, according to the 
architects. I think one of 
the biggest setbacks has 
been working on someone 
else’s timeline as well as 
our own," he said.
     Womack said he is 
predicting the cost of the 
greenhouse to be anywhere 
from around $200,000 to 
$250,000.
     The greenhouse will be 
available to all students 
in the district and will 
provide a more hands-on 
learning experience for the 
students.  
     “We really want it to 
be a vibrant place where 
kids can get to engage in 
science and in an outdoor 
environment,” Womack 
said.
     He extended his thanks 
to the community for their 
support. 
     “There has been a lot of 
community support for the 
project, and some company 
support with the grants 
that we have received,” 
Womack said.
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Winter  Royalty  recap
By Kennedy Kats
Staff Writer

     Winter Royalty candi-
dates this year were Alex 
Ferguson, Ashley Martinek, 
Mariah Pridey, Kyle Frick, 
Cade McMillan, and Josh 
Wilson. 
   The Winter Royalty dress-
up days included Pajama 
Day on Monday, Favorite 
Holiday on Tuesday, Jersey 
Day on Wednesday, Class 
Color on Thursday, and 
Spirit Day on Friday. 
     On Friday, there was a 
pep rally where the male 
candidates had to wrap up 
the female candidates in 

1. King Josh Wilson and Queen Alex Ferguson
2. Sophomores Tristen Stoner and Christian Stoner
3. Royalty Candidates Ashley Martinek and Cade McMillan
4. Juniors Peyton Fergola, Aubrey Dick, and Keith Nagy
5. Wilson and Junior StuCo President Josh Dallman
6. Silver Lake Pommers and their dance partners
7. Candidates Kyle Frick and Mariah Pridey with 2016 Queen 
Carlie Thompson
8. McMillan and Martinek
9. Technology Director Kevin Brokaw, Frick, and Freshman 
Cody Hay
10. Senior Torey Burkhardt and Freshman Dusty Swain
11. Freshman Taylor Burkhardt and C. Stoner (center) and 
other students at Winter Formal

1.

2. 3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

toilet paper to resemble 
snowmen. Students also got 
to play a friendly game of 
human-sized foosball. 
     The pommers performed 
their guy-girl dance during 
halftime of the boys' bas-
ketball game to a mix-up of 
Michael Jackson songs.
     The crowning ceremony 
was held after the girls’ bas-
ketball game on Friday, Jan. 
27. The King and Queen 
were Wilson and Ferguson.
     The Winter Formal dance 
was held on Saturday, Jan. 
28.Photos by Addison Hamilton, Sami Fisher, Kennedy Kats, and Gracie Johnson
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