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Sea of  blue
By Colton Swaim

Students, faculty reflect on Royals season, parade

Photo by Deeann Frieden

     The Kansas City Royals have been named 
baseball’s best for the 2015 season. The Roy-
als rallied late in post-season games to pick 
off the Houston Astros, Toronto Blue Jays, 
and ultimately the New York Mets to clinch 
the World Series for the first time in 30 years.    
     Alan Cunningham, math teacher, has been 
a Royals fan for decades and was very emo-
tional about the World Series title.
     “I was so happy! Then I felt kind of embar-
rassed that the outcome of something as 
trivial to the real world as a baseball game 
could give me that much joy. Then that guilt 
went away, and I’m still really, really happy!” 
Cunningham explained. 
     However, his favorite player was one of 
the more recent acquisitions.
     “Ben Zobrist turned out to be my favorite. 
As a coach, I appreciate his versatility and his 
unassuming, low-key approach. Plus, he’s 
really good!” Cunningham said. 
     Even though they did not have many fans 
for a number of years, he is not surprised 
that as many people support them as they 

do.
     “I was not that surprised at the fans. 
Everyone loves a winner. It’s why so many 
support KU basketball and so few support 
KU football. I’ve been there all along, since 
1969 when I was 8,” Cunningham stated.  
     He is optimistic about the Royals chances 
for success next year.
     “With how fickle baseball seasons can 
be, it’s really hard to predict. However, with 
winning the World Series this year, they’ve 
set a high level of expectation that should 
give them a good chance to make it,” he 
commented.      
     Achieving a World Series win is no easy 
feat, so there had to be something unique 
about the team.
     “I think the team had a nice balance of 
pitching, defense, opportunistic hitting and 
scoring. And, as most have said, they had 
a gritty determination to compete hard re-
gardless of the score or inning. With no real 
superstars or future ‘Hall of Famers,’ they 
had to rely on each other...”

(Continued on page 9)
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League
Boys Team- 3rd place
Grace North- 1st- 13:36
Anastasia Graves- 5th
Jacob Gerber- 4th

Regionals 
Jacob Gerber- 4th- 
17:39.21

The boys team came up 
one place short of 
qualifying. 

State
Jacob Gerber- 38th- 
18:22.6

Eagles flock to state
Silver Lake athletes excel in sports

Volleyball Girls GolfCross Country
Sub-State
SL vs. Oskaloosa
25-4
25-6
SL vs. Rossville 
25-7
25-9
SL vs. Perry LeCompton
25-8

25-15

State
Friday-
SL vs. Sterling
25-14
25-5
SL vs. Hesston
25-15
25-18
SL vs. Wellsville
23-25
25-9
25-12
Saturday-
Semifinal- SL vs. Beloit
25-20
19-25
25-16
Final- SL vs. Garden Plain
22-25
25-15
21-25

Regionals
Girls golf team 
qualified to the 
3-2-1A State Golf 
Tournament for the 
eighth straight year, 
getting second at 
regionals.

Jordan Sharpe was 
the individual 
Regional Champion.

State
The Lady Eagles 
finished in eighth 
place at the State 
Tournament. 

Regular Season
The football team 

secured a 9-1 record 
this year in regular 

season with their one 
loss to Rossville. 

Playoff Games
Bi-District-

SL vs. Pleasant Ridge
49-0

Regionals-
SL vs. Sabetha

28-34

By Kelsey Priddy
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SAMI’S COOKING CORNER 
This month’s recipe is: Reese’s Muddy Buddies

 1. Combine Chex cereal and peanuts in a very large bowl and set aside.
2. Divide powdered sugar into two large, gallon size Ziploc bags and set aside.
3. Line a large baking sheet or surface with parchment paper.
4. Break up CandiQuik and sprinkle with peanut butter chips. Melt according to CandiQuik’s package     
    instructions.
5. Drizzle the melted chocolate-peanut butter mixture over the top of the Chex and peanuts and toss   
    gently to combine. Make sure it is well coated.
6. Gently fold in the Reese’s Minis.
7. Transfer half of the chocolate-coated cereal mixture into one bag with powdered sugar and half into the 
    remaining bag.
8. Close each bag tightly and gently shake until the mixture is fully coated. Repeat with remaining bag.
9. Spread the contents of both bags onto the parchment lined surface and let set up for 15 minutes.
10. Sprinkle on the Reese’s Pieces, Reese’s Miniatures, and additional peanuts, peanut butter chips, and 
     Reese’s Pieces if desired.
11. Toss gently to combine.
12. Store in an airtight container for up to one week.

Instructions: 

* 1 12.8 oz box Chocolate flavored 
  Chex cereal (about 8 cups)
* 1 cup roasted, lightly salted peanuts
* 2 cups powdered sugar
* 16 oz chocolate CandiQuik
* 1 cup Reese’s peanut butter chips
* 1 8 oz bag Reese’s Minis
* 1 cup Reese’s Pieces
* 20 Reese’s Miniatures, halved
* Additional peanuts, peanut butter    
  chips, and Reese’s as needed.

Ingredients: 
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How seasonal are you this fall?

Start!

Do you enjoy carving pumpkins?Yes No

Pumpkin flavored food? Indoors or Outdoors?Baking?

Halloween or Thanksgiving? Share your food with 
others or eat it all?

EatShare

Bonfires?

leaf piles?

Fall Fanatic Fall “Fatty” Fall Failure

You are an avid believer in 
all things food... yum!

Maybe Christmas is more 
your season?

Junior Chelsea Miller

By Abby Brockmann

Sophomore Cale AdamsJunior Anastasia Graves

You are crazy for fall!
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By Madison Wegner
Sharpe explores adventures of firefighting

     Senior Jordan Sharpe thought she 
was pursuing a new leisure activity, 
but little did she know it would lead 
her in the direction of a possible 
career path.
    Sharpe joined the Explorer’s Pro-
gram at Soldier Township in Topeka, 
Kan., a place where teenagers learn 
about what it takes to become a 
firefighter. 
     Sharpe was introduced to the pro-
gram by a friend.    
     “I ended up falling in love with it 
and the people up at the station,” she 
said.
     “My favorite part about being an 
Explorer is people I’ve become close 
with because it’s a home away from 
home and others not in the fire family 
can’t even begin to understand how 
close we are,” she said. 
     The meetings are held every 
Thursday evening, mainly consisting 
of PowerPoints and hands-on activi-
ties. She said the PowerPoints include 
information about bunker gear and 
other fire regulations. She said they 
practice procedures that will prepare 
and teach them the skills used in 
real-life situations. 
     She said some of the techniques 
taught are breaking down doors, 
hosing fires, knocking bolts out of 
doors, tying knots, dummy rescue, 
and obstacle courses. 
     In this program, Sharpe is the only 
girl with five to seven boys. That fact 
does not discourage or hold her back 
from participating in any of these 

Hobby spurs new career

activities. 
     She described how the boys help 
motivate her. 
     “It definitely makes me stay on my 
toes and show I am just as capable as 
the rest of them. I feel I have to work 
a little harder than the boys to prove 
to them that I’m serious about what I 
do,” she said. 
     She shared her favorite activity in 
which to partake.     
     “I like doing hands-on activities 
because it gives us the skills we will 
need to use in actual situations once 
we go into the fire career. I also love 
medical because it is the main career I 
am going into,” she explained. 
     Sometimes stepping out of the box 
can lead to new open doors. If inter-
ested in joining the program, Sharpe 
advised that it requires a great deal of 
passion because it can be very time- 
consuming. 
     Sharpe has opportunities to further 
her career as a firefighter when this 
program comes to an end. Once she 
turns 18, she hopes to take her EMT 
and Fire 1 test and become a volun-
teer, most likely in Manhattan. 
     When at home, she plans to be a 
part of the Soldier Township depart-
ment. 
     She described her future plans.
     “I’m going to Kansas State Univer-
sity next year to study in the medical 
field and fire science. It’s amazing 
really how things changed and how 
I’ve changed, but I really like the path 
I am on,” she shared. 

Photos provided by Jordan Sharpe

Let’s go (clap- clap, clap-clap- clap)

Royals take the crown
By Colton Swaim

     “...and trust each other to ‘keep 
the line moving,’” Cunningham 
stated.   
     Language Arts Instructor Michelle 
Taylor explained why she enjoys 
watching Royals baseball.
     “They keep things exciting. 
When they are on, it is fun seeing 
their passion for the game. It is fun 
watching a team play very well,” 
Taylor responded.
     With a team where everyone 
seems to contribute, some find it 
hard to pick just one key player.
     “It’s so hard to choose just one 
player! But if I had to choose, my 
favorite player is Lorenzo Cain. I 
feel like he is the most steady and 
consistent. I have rarely seen him 
just go through the motions,” Taylor 
added.
     Just because others may not have 
experienced the Royals win both 
titles doesn’t mean that they aren’t 
fans. Brianna Womack, senior, is 
a huge fan of the team. Womack 
explained why she enjoys this team 
in particular.
    “I’ve watched Royals baseball 
since before I can remember, but I 
really fell in love with Royals base-
ball in 2011 (the same year Hosmer 
had his first big season). Not only 
did I fall for Hosmer, but I fell for the 
entire team. The comradery was 
admirable, and they were abso-
lutely inspiring, even though they 
had losing seasons up until 2014,” 
Womack said. 
    Her favorite player is also her role 
model.
    “My favorite player is Eric Hos-
mer, hands down. He and I fell in 
love with Royals baseball at the 
same time, and we’ve stuck with 
it ever since. His love and passion 
for the game and leadership makes 
him my ideal role model,” Womack 
commented. 

      She would love to have a 
different position if she was 
playing in the big leagues.
     “If I could play for the Royals, 
I would be the designated 
hitter so that I would only have 
one thing to perfect, and I 
could be in the dugout cheer-
ing on my team most of the 
game. (I would say first base, 
but I don’t want to steal Eric 
Hosmer’s position),” Womack 
explained. 
     After the team secured their 
World Series victory, many had 
to get shirts. Womack was one 
of them.
     “I went out in the middle 
of the night to wait for a shirt 
because I absolutely had to 
have one. The night already 
was one I will never forget, but 
waiting for a shirt just added 
to it. The atmosphere in in line 
was electric. Everyone was so 
excited, and there was cheering 
and celebrating the whole 
time,” she said.
     Just because the season was 
over, it didn’t mean that there 
weren’t other activities. The 
Royals parade was attended 
by double the population of 
Kansas City. Among those were 
Mariah Cook, senior, and some 
of her friends. Cook told why 
she wanted to attend.
     “I am a huge Royals fan and 
it would be such a fun time to 
be a part of history, so Madi 
(Wegner), Jordan (Yoder), and 
I decided to road trip it down 
to KC!” 
     With the amount of people 
attending, the parade was 
bound to be chaotic. 

    (For the rest of the article, 
click here)
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“I was so happy! Then I felt kind of embar-
rassed that the outcome of something as 
trivial to the real world as a baseball game 
could give me that much joy. Then that 
guilt went away, and I’m still really, really 
happy!” 
     -Math Teacher Alan Cunningham

“The Royals were absolutely going to go 
to the World Series! The Royals were not a 
fluke, and they have amazing talent. The 
Royals, up until now, were a team that had 
nothing to lose. I knew they’d give it their 
all and prove all of the doubters wrong.” 
     -Senior Brianna Womack

“I was so surprised at how many fans 
showed up. I don’t think we were prepared 
for such a big crowd. It took us one hour to 
just move .8 miles in the car.” 
     -Senior Mariah Cook

“Baseball is not a sport for which I care 
much. It’s not the Royals specifically that I 
don’t like, it’s the activity in general.” 
     -Sophomore Keith Nagy

“I remember when I went to my first game 
in 2006, there was one of the vendors 
trying to sell beer, and he was saying, ‘Get 
your beer folks, you can’t watch these 
guys sober.’ That team didn’t play with 
fire, they didn’t care and neither did a lot 
of the fanbase. Now, they care. Now, they 
play with hunger.” 
     -Language Arts Teacher Michelle Taylor

“For me, it’s all about the energy. They 
actually want to be playing, and they en-
joy it. It makes me smile to see that.” 
     -Math Teacher Deeann Frieden

http://silverlakeschools.org/204631_3
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By Halie Bouton

he musical has started off with a roar as students 
begin to develop into their characters.
     Musical Theatre Teacher Tonya McGough select-
ed this year’s musical, “Beauty and the Beast.”
      Senior Oen Griffin leads the way as Belle.  Griffin 
explained how this year’s play has challenged her.
     “This play has been a challenge for me because 
Belle has a lot of lines and songs, possibly the most 
I’ve ever had to memorize.
     “It’s my last musical of my high school career, so 
there’s some sadness involved and also pressure to 
do well. But, I’m doing my best to ignore that and 
enjoy the process as much as I can,” Griffin shared.
     She explained the chemistry of the cast.
     “‘Beauty and the Beast’ has a lot of male leads, 
and the boys are doing a fantastic job of stepping 
up to the plate. Everyone is working hard to utilize 
their talents, and I think this cast has a lot of poten-
tial,” Griffin explained.
     Senior Blake Matzke, The Beast, stated how this 
year is different.
     “Our musical class is a lot younger than previous 
years,” he said.
      Matzke explained how he connected with his 
character this year. 
     “I connect with my inner beast... I’m going to 
have to get angry with this role,” he explained.
     Griffin shared what she is most looking forward 
to.
     “I’m very much looking forward to performing 
this musical for an audience. There are some very 
humorous characters and scenes, but this musical 
also incorporates some drama, which I don’t think 
the audience really expects from us. I think it will be 
a really interesting and challenging performance for 
the whole cast,” she shared.
      McGough said she saw talent that needed to be 
showcased and that the play was something the 
audience can relate to.

tage Tech class members build the roadway for the 
musical by designing and building the set.  
     In this course, instructed by Industrial Arts Teach-
er Ian Reel, the students construct the unique pieces 
used during the musical.  
     According to Sophomore Macey Koelliker, this 
year’s musical has improved in design and in quality.  
Koelliker is excited for the final outcome on the 
stage.  
     Koeliker explained her favorite part about helping 
out. 
     “Seeing everyone’s faces after it all comes to-
gether, and seeing everyone’s hard work come in,” 
Koeliker explained.
     Ethan Kortan, freshman Stage Tech member, said 
his favorite part about the class is being able to be a 
part of something bigger than himself.  
     Kortan said that Stage Tech can be a lot of work, 
but in the end, it is worth it.

“Beauty and the Beast” 
Cast List

Narrator-Sami Fischer

Young man/transformed Beast-Blake Hallacy

Old Beggar Woman-Jordan Sharpe

Belle-Oen Griffin

Beast-Blake Matzke

Maurice-Nathan Ruby

Gaston- DW Snook

Lefou-Ryan Wagner

Monsieur D’Arque-Dylan Womack

Cogsworth-Keith Nagy

Lumiere-Josh Wilson

Babette-Mackensie Haverkamp

Mrs.Potts-Megan Risetter

Chip-Olivia English

Madame De La Grande Bouche(wardrobe)-Jennah Ridder

Townspeople/servants- Tara Bledsoe, Cheyenne Bottom, 
Peyton Fergola, Nicole Gerber, Alex Holder, Kenzie Kriss, 
Calen Schuckman, Timmy Williams, Brianna Womack, Sami 
Fischer, Jordan Sharpe, Blake Hallacy

• Friday, December 4 and Saturday, December 5 at 7:00 p.m.
• Sunday, December 6 at 2:00 p.m.
• Tickets are $6 for students and senior citizens and $7 for adults
• Tickets go on sale in the high school office on Monday, Nov. 23 at 8 a.m. 
• No phone reservations for tickets. All tickets will be sold in person.  Any tickets not sold will go on 

sale one hour before each performance 

“Beauty and the Beast”

Showtimes
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