
     Many teachers wait a few years to 
get settled into their teaching careers 
before they start coaching sports and 
sponsoring organizations. Mark John-
son, junior high social studies teacher 
and coach, decided not to wait.
      Johnson has only taught at Silver 
Lake for two years, but he did not hesi-
tate to get involved in as many activities 
as he could, such as cross country, girls’ 
basketball and track coach; Student 
Council sponsor and FCA sponsor.
     Johnson explained why he decided 
to be involved in so many activities.
     “... I feel like I have a lot to give to 
the school that’s given a lot to me, and 

so I’m going to continue doing 
that as long as I can and have 
the energy to do it. I really en-
joy all of the things that I do,” 
he explained.
     Not only has Johnson 
become involved in many 
activities, but he even created a 
new organization for the junior 
high: Student Council. He 
described why he decided to 
start a Student Council in the 
junior high.
     “What prompted me to 
start StuCo here in the middle 
school was just the fact that I 
didn’t think we had much go-
ing on last year. I felt like our 
kids were always asking about, 
‘Hey, can we do this, can we 
do that?’ 
     “And, the high school was 
doing all sorts of cool things, 
and I started thinking to myself 
and asking other people, ‘Why 
can’t we do some fun things, 
too?’ I mean, these kids are 
part of this school as well,” he 
said. 
     Along with StuCo, he cre-
ated a new class that is called 
Sports History and Econom-
ics. Johnson explained what 
prompted him to create a new 
class.
     “... I knew that kids would 
be interested in it just because 
of our background here at 
Silver Lake, so I knew kids 
would want to take the class 
because of what it was about. 
And, I thought it was a fun 
way to start teaching econ at a 
younger age,” Johnson stated.
     Jersey Manhart, seventh 
grader, shared her view on 
Johnson’s Sports History and 
Economics class.
     “I like sports, and just the 
history of economics kind of 
sounded cool. And, I think 
everyone should take it if they 
have the chance. You get to 
learn a lot about economics, 
but this semester we’re actual-
ly doing fantasy football at the 
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Johnson preps the athletes 
for their game against Rock 
Creek. (Photo by Aubrey 
Bahner)

Seventh grader Jersey Man-
hart looks to get open during 
a game against Rock Creek. 
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Manhart engages in her social 
studies during class. (Photo by 
Aubrey Bahner)

Mark Johnson, junior high so-
cial studies teacher and coach 
breaks down a huddle with the 
junior high girls’ basketball 
players. (Photo by Aubrey 
Bahner)

Johnson instructs his eighth 
grade students over the dif-
ferent parts of government. 
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same time and learning kind 
of the economics of that,” she 
described.
     She explained how Johnson 
has motivated her to enjoy 
social studies more than she 
did previously.
     “... as a teacher he has im-
pacted me to actually like so-
cial studies, and a lot of times 
I don’t like social studies, but 
this year I really am enjoying 
it,” Manhart said.
     Johnson does not just 
impact kids in the classroom, 
but also as a coach. Manhart 
described how he has impacted 
her in athletics.
     “As a coach, he has really 
impacted me to kind of reach 
for the stars in cross country, 
and I think I ran pretty well 
this year with his help,” she 
commented.
     Johnson explained why he 
decided to get into the teaching 
profession.
     “... I wanted to do some-
thing that impacted kids and 
impacted other people and, 
now that I’m in this profession, 

I couldn’t see myself doing 
anything else …” he said.
     Manhart explained how 
Johnson keeps students en-
gaged in his curriculum.
     “... I think he does make his 
subjects fun and makes you 
enjoy school, which helps a lot 
of kids and makes them get up 
in the morning, I guess,” stated 
Manhart.
     Johnson described what he 
looks forward to about teach-
ing at Silver Lake.
     “My favorite thing about 
coaching at Silver Lake is just 
the kids wanting to get better 
every day. We don’t settle 
for anything less than win-
ning everything. And, I really 
appreciate that because where 
I went to school or what I’ve 
been around before, that’s not 
the  attitude. Winning isn’t the 
attitude. 
     “Here, winning is the total 
attitude, and so I just appreci-
ate that every day when I come 
to coach, I know we want to 
win and we expect to win,” 
Johnson commented.


