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By Aubrey Bahner
Staff Writer

ACT prep class, test offered 
free in district to students

Taking the ACT comes with 
mounds of pressure placed on 
students. 

This year, the school admin-
istrators are helping to solve 
some of the stress by offering 
an ACT prep class and free test 
to students.

The prep class was hosted 
on Jan. 22, and the cost was 
$45 per student. Due to an 
ice storm, the class had to be 
continued during advisory on 
Jan. 30. 

The ACT test will be hosted 
on Feb. 20 and is free to ju-
niors, and seniors who have 
not previously taken the ACT. 
Both of the events take place at 
the high school.

High School Counselor San-
dra Liggatt explained why the 
school is hosting a prep class.

“We haven’t had an ACT 
prep class here for a little 
while, so we thought it would 
be a good time to try one out 
and get the kids ready before 
the Feb. 20 date,” said Liggatt.

Liggatt described how the 
students will benefit from tak-
ing the prep class.

“The hope is that the 

students will get to be more 
comfortable with the test, be 
more familiar with the types of 
questions on the test, the tim-
ing of the test, which is always 
one of the hardest parts for our 
students to take that ACT. 

“And, just overall under-
stand the test and get a game 
plan for how to attack it,” com-
mented Liggatt.

Junior Megan Beyer shared 
why she decided to sign up for 
the class.

“I decided to take the ACT 
prep class because I thought to 
myself, ‘Why not?’ It seemed 
like it could help me be more 
aware of what’s to come on the 
ACT, so I decided to sign up,” 
stated Beyer.

Liggatt described the class 
goals. 

“... just to make the ACT 
test more comfortable, less 
confusing, and hope that our 
students will have a stragedy 
on how to figure out their tim-
ing. They’re not surprised by 
the types of questions they’re 
going to have, and ultimately 
with the prep class, I hope that 
the students leave and continue 
to do prep until the Feb. 20 test 
date, or whenever they take the 
ACT. 

“The intent is not for the 
students to come to the prep 
class and think that’s good. We 
really would like to encour-
age them to do more work to 
prepare themselves,” explained 
Liggatt.

Beyer shared how she thinks 
the prep class will benefit 
students.

“I think the class will help 
kids who are curious about 
what types of questions will 
be on the test. I also think the 
class will help kids formulate 
strategies on what the best way 
to take the test is,” commented 
Beyer.

Not only is the school host-
ing a prep class, but the ACT 
test is also being offered to 
juniors and select seniors at the 
school. 

Liggatt explained the impor-
tance of hosting an ACT test.

“ … it’s important to have 
the test here because one, stu-
dents can be more comfortable 
in their own environment from 
their school setting with their 
school staff. The other impor-
tant part is they are getting it 
for free,” said Liggatt.

Liggatt described how the 
school is able to host the actual 
ACT test.

“Each public school in the 
state of Kansas is eligible to 
host the ACT test at school 
during the school day, and the 
state is paying for the students’ 
testing fees, so it’s free for the 
students. 

“The school just has to do 
all the work to get the test set 
up, and then the students show 
up and take the test,” stated 
Liggatt.

Junior Jarek Clark explained 
why he decided to sign up for 
the test.

“I signed up for the school’s 
ACT because it is free and too 
good of an opportunity to pass 
up,” shared Clark.

Liggatt described the ben-
efits for the school serving as a 
testing site. 

“I think there’s lots of 
benefits for having this free 
ACT test that goes on during 
the school day. One is it makes 
it available to all students. 
There are across the state lots 
of students that don’t take it 
because they don’t have a way 
to get to the ACT test, or they 
don’t have the money to take 
the ACT test. There’s just some 
roadblocks and that takes away 

By Ethan Clark
Newspaper
Assistant Editor

Administration bans use of phones during class

     During the first assembly of 
the school year, Principal Brad 
Womack declared there would 
be no use of phones during 
class. A policy disallowing 
phone use in class was hinted 
at last May. Womack shared 
the one-to-one Chromebooks 
for all junior and senior high 
students finally pushed him to 
ban phone use during class.
     “...we started talking about 
it prior to last school year. We 
wanted to see how the imple-
mentation of Chromebooks 

 “...50 percent 
of teens feel        
addicted to 

their phone.”
“...one out 
of three           

families argue 
about phone use  

daily.”
-Common Sense

Media

worked, educationally. So...
once we had the Chrome-
books in place, we realized 
that they would satisfy the 
educational needs of the 
classroom,” he 
said.
     Womack 
claimed phone 
use in class has 
increased over 
the past few 
years.
     “I think 
it really has 
(increased), 
for a couple of 
reasons. One, is just, more 
students have them. Two, 
is students, and adults too, 
are so used to that instant 
communication...that it’s kind 
of hard to separate when it is 
okay and when it’s not. And 
so...I just think it’s more of a 
societal thing than anything 
else,” he said.
     Womack said the increase in 
phone use was in part caused 
by him.
     “...part of that was prob-
ably more from me saying to 
teachers, ‘I’m okay if students 
are using them for educational 
purposes.’ And I say the hard 
part for a teacher is knowing 
that sometimes kids have other 
things going on in their lives, 
other than school...you want to 
be compassionate, to allow that 
communication. 
     “And I think the big thing 
was the amount of issues that 
would come up in the course of 
the school year of a student who 
said or did something inappro-
priate to another student, and 
if you look at the time frame, it 
was happening in class or dur-
ing school time,” he said.
     Womack also said he be-
lieves phone use wouldn’t have 
worsened if the administration 
hadn’t implemented the new 
policy.

(continued on page 3)
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Sophomores Peyten Crump and Lacee Best engage in their phones during lunch. 
(Photo by Ethan Clark)

“...more-
comfortable 
with the test, 

be more         
familiar,”     

Liggatt said.

the roadblocks and allows all 
students to take this test.

 “Since it’s being housed at 
our school with teachers and 
staff members from our school 
proctoring it, I would hope 
that would make the students 
more comfortable and feel at 
ease and not so anxious and 
hopefully perform better than 
they would have if they were to 
go on a Saturday test date to a 
different location,” commented 
Liggatt.

Liggatt explained how host-
ing the test at the school will 
affect the students who are 
taking it.

“The week before the ACT 
during advisory, they’ll come 
in and they’ll fill out a registra-
tion pages. So, they’ll take 
about an hour during advisory 
to do that and then the actual 
test date will be on a Wednes-
day, Feb. 20. They will miss 
advisory and second period 
that day. They should be done 
by noon, hopefully earlier, but 
that will be all. 

“The only thing that’s really 
affected them by taking the 
test is they’ll just miss one of 
their class periods and advi-
sory,” described Liggatt.

Clark explained how it is 
beneficial for students to have 
the opportunity to take the 
ACT at their school.

“It’s great for the students to 
have the ACT at their school 
because it gives them less of 
an excuse to not be proactive 
about their future,” stated 
Clark.

Hosting the ACT test comes 
with many rules and regula-
tions to be followed. Liggatt 
explained how the school day 
will be affected for those not 
taking the test.

“ACT has a lot of very strict 
rules about hosting the test 
in your school. 
There will be 
no bells that 
day and no an-
nouncements. 
So, students and 
teachers will have 
to go through 
the day watching 
the clock a little 
bit closer in the 
morning and get-
ting quietly from 
one place to the 
other. 

“The whole li-
brary section will 
be shut down, so 
students will not 
be able to access 
the printers down 
there that day, in 
the morning, or 
check out books, 
or do research. 
That will be the 
only things that 
will be affected 
for the rest of the 

     “I think it probably would’ve 
been about the same. Students are 
very intelligent, resourceful people, 
and they’ll figure out the next thing, 
whether that’s communicating in a 
different way,” he said.

     According to a study done 
by Common Sense Media, 50 
percent of teens feel addicted 
to their phone. Furthermore, 
one out of three families argue 
about phone use daily.
     Junior Dawson Schwarz 
claimed he didn’t feel addicted 
to his phone.
     “...we have become reliant on 
phones over the past few years, 
and some people don’t know 
when they need to put them 
down, but there is a difference 
from wanting to get a break...
and being addicted. 
     “I have gone months without 
a phone, and I was okay with 
it. I just think the phone policy 
made kids not want to go to 
class even more because the 
more bland they make school, 
the less kids are going to want 
to participate and try in school,” 
he said.
     Sophomore Chelbe John-
son said she felt similarly to 
Schwarz on the issue of phone 
addiction.
     “I wouldn’t say I am addicted 
to my phone...I don’t even touch 
the thing during school hours 
and honestly have never had a 
desire to during those times...,” 

she said.
     Womack discussed the idea 
of teenage phone addiction 
and its impact on students.
     “Yeah, I do believe it exists. 
I do believe, though, it exists 
in different levels. But I do 
think there are some people 
that, whether it’s all night long 
or all day long, the vibra-
tion or the sound, and that 
constant- you know, for some 
people it may be a sweet tooth 
or a cigarette, they have to 
have it,” he said.
     Womack said excessive 
phone use was bad for every-
one, not just teens.
     “I think it can be bad for 
anybody, excessively. Again, I 
do think it’s what you’re doing 
with it, but one of the things 
that I notice is that in group 
settings, where there’s less 
face-to-face communication 
going on even though they’re 

altogether...but they’re 
not really communicat-
ing with each other. I 
don’t know if I would 
say it’s ‘bad’ as opposed 

to ‘sad,’” he 
said.
     Schwarz 
said he used 
his phone 
during school 
often.
     “I would use 
it quite often in 
school for en-
tertainment if 
I had all of my 
stuff done and 
had some extra 

time, or if I needed to ask my 
dad something,” he said.
     Johnson said she didn’t use 
her phone much at school, but 
used it often at home.
     “I probably used my phone 
during school five  minutes 
the entire year and that was to 
get an important text across. 
But at home….I use it all the 
time,” she said.
     Johnson said the new 
policy hadn’t affected her 
much because of her limited 
phone use at school.
     “This new rule has affected 
me pretty much next to noth-
ing. I could care less about 
this rule, but I honestly might 
hate it when I need that five 
minutes,” she said.
     Womack spoke about the 
benefits of this new policy.
     “My hope is that both 
students and teachers will 
focus more on the academ-
ics, instead of teachers giving 
students those last 10 to 15 
minutes to work and someone 
gets on their phone. Hope-
fully, over time, those students 
will realize, ‘They aren’t going 
to let me do that anymore so 
I might as well get some work 
done,’ ask the teacher a ques-
tion, or something like that.

students,” commented Liggatt.
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Editorial by Ethan Clark
Newspaper
Assistant Editor

How Laura Kelly beat Kris Kobach in tight governor’s race

Governor Laura Kelly and her running mate Lynn Rogers cheer as Kelly is announced the winner         
in the Democratic race for governor on Aug. 7, 2018. (Photo taken by Thad Allton of the  
The Capital-Journal)

Funding for Kansas educa-
tion has been an up-and-down 
experience since former 
Governor Sam Brownback’s 
infamous tax cuts in 2012. 
Since then, schools have been 
engaged in an uphill battle 
with the Kansas government 
regarding money. Last year’s 
race for Governor, which was 
closely held between Republi-
can Kris Kobach and Demo-
crat Laura Kelly, was seen as 
a battle for education. And, at 
the end of the day, Kansans did 
education a service by electing 
Kelly to the position. How-
ever, upon closer inspection, it 
becomes a question of whether 
or not Kelly has the education 
crisis to thank for her win.

 First, the race for the Gov-
ernor was close. Kelly only 
managed to beat Kobach by 
45,991 votes. For reference, the 
2018 US Census estimated that 
there currently are 2,911,505 
people in Kansas, and 68.9 
percent of the population is 
eligible to vote. 

Also take into account 
Kansas is a right-swinging 
state. Based on how many 
topics were on the table, such 
as gun control and immigra-
tion policies, it’s unclear what 
the deciding factor in people’s 
votes was. However, it’s 
important to remember that 
voter turnout was at a record 
breaking high this past fall. 
This introduces a theory that 
there were enough people pas-
sionate about a topic, that they 
voted for the first time to help 
the cause. There is a surplus 

of evidence to prove that this 
topic was education.

For example, not once, but 
twice, the Kansas Supreme 
court ruled that the budget for 
Kansas’ funding of education 
was too low. They even went as 
far to call the funding formula 
the Legislature tried to use, 
“unconstitutional.” This was 
likely because of how unfair 
this formula was specifically 
to kids of financially unstable 
families. As the Every Student 
Succeeds Act, passed in 
December 2015, states, all 
children, regardless of income, 
have the right to an equal op-
portunity education.

High School Art Teacher 
Tiffany Munz weighed in on 
what she thought about the 
Kansas Supreme Court’s rul-
ing.

“I do agree with the Kansas 
Supreme Court on their rul-
ing that the school funding 
formula was unconstitution-
ally low. I have the unique 
perspective of beginning my 
teaching career in 2007 - just 
prior to our recession. I’ve seen 
a large change in the way we 
do business in the district. The 
first question educators ask 
should be, ‘Is it good for kids?’ 
Unfortunately, the first ques-
tion we ask is, ‘How can we 
pay for this thing that is good 
for kids?’ If we can’t get past 
the method of payment, then 
we are less likely to implement 
new and exciting programs that 
teach students how to critically 
think and analyze,” she said.

In a July 2018 guest com-
mentary segment with “The 
Kansas City Star,” Kelly said 
this: “I’m running for governor 
to make sure every Kansas 
child has the opportunity to 
succeed — no matter who they 
are or where they live.” 

That quote alone sealed 
Kelly’s position as the candi-
date to vote for if you were fed 
up with the education crisis 
and all the consequences it 
brought with it.

Tim Hallacy, USD 372’s su-
perintendent, painted a picture 

of what the school funding 
system looked like under 
Brownback’s tax cuts.

“We were coming out of 
the worst economic downturn 

(2007-2010) since the Great 
Depression, so before Gover-
nor Brownback was elected we 
had already endured sev-
eral rounds of cuts to funding. 
Faced with circumstances 
like that, temporary cuts are 
reasonable as the economy, 
state, and families struggle 
with employment, debt, and 

revenue shortfalls during the 
great recession. We ran into 
deep problems when, as the 
economy began to recover, 
instead of a measured return 

to an investment in our future 
and bringing back some of the 
programs that had been cut, 
the Brownback Administra-
tion purged his own party of 
moderates and forced through 
a wholesale sellout to supply-
side economics with deep tax 
cuts which starved the state of 
revenue. Instead of producing 

an economic boom and attract-
ing people and businesses to 
the state, it cratered revenue 
and Kansas economy, extend-
ing and deepened the financial 

crisis in Kansas. 
“It was a period marked 

by cuts, reductions, loss of 
student opportunity, the de-
professionalizing of education 
and adoption of many anti-
public education policies. No 
surprise, the anti-government 
crowd ushered in during that 
administration wasn’t very 

good at governing. I do think 
that Governor Jeff Colyer did 
a nice job in his short time 
in office after taking over for 
Governor Brownback, quickly 
pivoting and moving the state 
towards solutions to the issues 
it was facing,” he said.

Hallacy, who voted for Kel-
ly, said that education affected 
him greatly in the elections.

“I’ve never been a one issue 
type of voter, so I consider 
several factors when I cast my 
vote. That said, I think all ar-
eas of education are important 
to the future health of our state, 
and it does influence my voting 
choices. While I represent the 
preK-12 segment of educa-
tion, I’m also keenly aware 
of the impact and importance 
of early childhood, numerous 
post-secondary programs, and 
continuing ed opportunities we 
have in our state. 

“Capitalism and free enter-
prise are the pathways to pros-
perity in our system but make 
no mistake, the foundation 
our democracy and economy 
are built upon is an educated 
population. There is no more 
important function of state 
government than to provide 
for an educated population,” 
he said.

Hallacy described what he 
saw for Kansas education in 
the future since Kelly won the 
election.

“I think Governor Kelly has 
been very transparent about 
the things she was going to pri-
oritize in her administration. 
I think she will continue to 
work towards expanding early 
childhood education, address 
the school funding issue by re-
solving the Gannon Case once 
and for all, and begin to rebuild 
the services needed to address 
the mental health crisis in our 
state. This would be a return 
to stability, predictability and 
common sense policies related 
to all levels of education most 
Kansan’s expect. More impor-
tantly it would push the bar 
higher for expectations and 
achievement moving forward,” 

Kris Kobach, Laura Kelly, and Independent Greg Orman debate at the Kansas Association of 
Broadcasters in Wichita. (Photo by J. Schafer)

New Year’s Resolutions 
Students, faculty share their goals for new year  

                 Freshman
  Daigan Kruger

                 Sophomore
   Tori Haverkamp

                Junior
   Isaak Smith

         Vocal Teacher
  Tonya McGough

                             Senior
   Jordan Mountain

Layout by Ella Baird

                 Sophomore
Zoe Brokaw

“To have more fun.” “To finish my 
school year strong.”

“To be more social
to people around 
me.”

“To try and help 
people more and 
being more 
engaged.”

“To be financially 
responsible.”

“Try to be more open 
and see things from 
a different point of 
view.”

“To be less stressed and 
take more time 

to myself.”

 Spanish Teacher
Syndia Coursen
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Kathy Bartels, high school math teacher, demonstrates the “Vertical Line Test” to a group of freshmen. (Photo by Ethan Clark)

“And I hope 
that at some 
point it feels    

freeing...”
Bartels said.

  “...I don’t have any evidence 
to say GPA’s are dropping or 
anything like that. I just hope 
that we can find a renewed 
interest in certain academic 
areas because I’m forced to stay 
on it for longer periods of time,” 
he said.
     Womack said he saw little 
to no drawbacks with this new 
policy.
     “I don’t know that there will 
be, necessarily, any draw-
backs other then trying to get 
everybody used to it. There’s 
still going to be that habit of 
reaching down and checking 
my phone. The big thing for 
me right now...is I don’t want to 
see students in the classroom 
using them... If a student pulls 
out their phone and looks at it 

Governor Laura Kelly delivers her inaugural speech while banners reading “Equality,” “Education,” and “Opportunity” hang  from the Kansas Capitol Building. (Photo taken by KSNT 
Photographer Keith Horinek)

he said.
Kobach, on the other hand, 

has not proven himself an ally 
of education, but instead an 
ally of Brownback’s tax cuts 
that were the original reason 
for the education crisis. Dion 
Lefler, of “The Wichita Eagle,” 
reported in an April 2018 arti-
cle that Kobach, during a news 
conference at Ink Construction 
in Wichita, showed his support 
for the tax cuts and expressed 
his desire to bring them back.

“They put the tax cut in 
place without cutting spending, 
indeed there never was a cut in 
spending. So, while I support 
the tax cuts that were in place, 
I don’t support the way they 
were done. They were done in 
a fiscally irresponsible way. 
It’ll be done differently under 
a Kobach administration. 
We’ll begin cutting spending 
immediately and then we’ll be 
asking to return that money to 
the taxpayers,” Kobach said.

Furthermore, Kobach has 

made some eyebrow-raising 
comments regarding Kansas 
education. During a debate on 
June 23, 2018 between Kobach 
and three other Republicans 
running for Governor, Kobach 
claimed that the number of 
school administrators had 
gone up by 38 percent. But, the 
Kansas Association of School 
Boards debunked that claim by 
using evidence they gathered 
in a 2015 study where they 
found administrator positions 
had dropped by 17 percent. 

In another case, Kobach 
made the vague claim that he 
would try and enforce a policy 
that states 75 percent of public 
education funding should be 
used in the classroom, but gave 
no ideas as to what could be 
cut to create this budget. Kelly 
called this move an attempt “to 
mislead Kansans once again.”

Munz, who voted for Kelly, 
shared her vision of what she 

thought the Kansas education 
program would’ve looked like 
if Kobach had been elected 
Governor.

“If Kobach had been elected, 
I think education in Kansas 
would have suffered more bud-
get cuts in the form of block 
grants. I also feel there would 
have been a large push from 
the capital to privatize educa-
tion and consolidate smaller 
districts with larger ones,” she 
said.

Hallacy called educa-
tion funding under Kobach, 
“Brownback 2.0.”

While it is fair to say that 
Kelly has the education crisis 
to thank for her win, it is 
unfair to say she didn’t deserve 
her win. All throughout her 
campaign, she has made it 
clear her aim when she be-
came Governor was to fix the 
education crisis. During her 
inauguration, Kelly had large 

banners with the word “educa-
tion” written on them hanging 
from the front of the Kansas 
State Capitol. Throughout 
her campaign, Kelly has also 
called herself, “...the education 
Governor Kansans deserve.” 
Kelly clearly is dedicated to 
the reformation of Kansas 
public schools to their former 
glory and serves as a beacon of 
hope for all public allies. Until 
something proves her wrong, 
for now, Kelly does serve as 
the education governor that 
Kansas needs in these post-
Brownback administration 
times.

Munz shared her thoughts 
on whether or not Kelly won 
purely because of the education 
crisis.

“I think Laura Kelly won be-
cause the residents of Kansas 
have seen firsthand that former 
Gov. Brownback’s ‘tax experi-
ment’ didn’t work for our state. 

Our programs, including edu-
cation, were suffering, and the 
people of Kansas realized we 
needed a change. Kelly didn’t 
win because of party affiliation 
- Kobach or Colyer would have 
been four more years of the 
exact same failed policy, and 
I feel Kansas has a history of 
electing whomever they think 
will do the best job of fixing 
our state,” she said.

Hallacy also commented on 
the issue.

“She certainly didn’t win be-
cause she is a Democrat. There 
are more registered Indepen-
dents than Democrats and 
twice as many Republicans, so 
there were other factors at play 
in her election. The overall 
budget crisis, which was self-
inflicted, certainly played a 
large part in the pushback from 
the electorate. 

“Kansas is a right leaning 
state politically, no doubt. But 

within this red state, there 
is a swath of purple which 
represents the common sense 
expectations of most Kansan’s. 
I think they were tired of what 
they were seeing; the per-
petual budget crisis, deep cuts 
in social services, not invest-
ing in our future, borrowing 
from programs to make up for 
shortfalls, missed KPERS pay-
ments, increase in state debt, 
two credit downgrades, and 
a seemingly endless number 
of embarrassing, restrictive 
political stances and statutes 
on social policies that made 
Kansas look like a backwards, 
unwelcoming state. I think that 
purple swath of voters had seen 
enough and decided to make 
some changes in the direction 
we were headed as a state by 
voting in new leadership,” he 
said.

really quick and puts it down, 
I’m not going to get all bent out 
of shape over that,” he said.
     Womack commented on the 
phone policy again now that 
the school is a month into the 
second semester.
     “The cell phone policy that 
was instituted at the beginning 
of the year continues, however I 
am starting to see more phones 
out in classrooms and issues 
popping up surrounding them. 
The point behind the current 
policy is to minimize classroom 
distractions during instruction-
al time and work time. 
     “I encourage everyone to 
be respectful of the policy and 
mindful of the distractions that 
come with cell phones in school 
so that we do not have to imple-
ment policies that may further 
the restrictions on possession 
and usage of personal phones 
during school hours,” he said.

     Johnson also provided an 
update on the phone policy, 
claiming she saw little change.
     “There has obviously 
been a slight change in how 
much phones have been used 
throughout the year, but in the 
end, I only see this as a small 
change. Students will still be on 
their phones, and if not, they 
use what they have to their ad-
vantage. Students are students, 
and in the end really don’t want 
to do school work. I have no 
personal change in how I feel 
about the rule; it doesn’t really 
affect me. The phone rule af-
fects students in limited places, 
and they will always find a way 
around it,” she said.
     Kathy Bartels, geometry and 
Algebra I teacher, broke down 
how the new policy has divided 
students into different groups.
     “Some students have re-
sponded positively to the, ‘no 
phone rule,’ and I think they 
are generally more present in 
class because the phone is not 
a distraction—they interact at 

a higher level with the course 
and with one another. Some 
check their phones occasionally 
out of habit—they aren’t trying 
to break the rule on purpose.  
Some check their phones 
because they are not interested 
in what’s being taught that 
class, and the phone is a way to 
‘check out.’ Others appear to be 
addicted to their phones—they 
are unable to be separated from 
their phones for even short 
periods of time.  Students who 
intently attend to their phones 
invariably miss out on what’s 
going on around them,” she 
said.
     Schwarz said he’d already 
been impacted negatively by 
the new policy and that it made 
him feel even more trapped.
     “...we are required to be here 
for seven hours a day, then have 
extra stuff to do at home, and 
now we can’t have that little bit 
of freedom that we did have. 
Having phones gave us a break 
from the constant cramming of 
information that we do all day, 

five days a week,” he said.
     Bartels previously had a rule 
where students were allowed to 
check their phones in the final 
five minutes of class. She said 
this rule worked, but she was 
okay with getting rid of it.
     “Most folks went ahead and 
followed that rule, so it wasn’t 
a problem. Sometimes people 
were on their phones more than 
they should have been. So, I 
wouldn’t say 100 percent of the 
time, but there were some times 
when people would use their 
phones when it wasn’t really 
time to use them,” she said.
     Bartels claimed the switch 
would be hard to get used to, 
but the positives would eventu-
ally outweigh any negatives.
     “I think at first it’s gonna 
be really tough to get used to. 
But, eventually, I think it really 
could be positive. And the rea-
son I say that is because I know 
studies show that you’re more 
present when you’re not wor-
ried about what’s on the phone. 
That you actually get a break 

from all the information that 
you’ve got and you can truly get 
involved in what’s going on in 
class. And I hope that at some 
point it feels freeing...
     “I really do hope that it’s 
going to be positive, that people 
will interact more with one 
another face to face. People 
will be more in tune with what 
we’re talking about in class. So, 
I’m hopeful that that’s going to 
be, yet again, another positive 
for us just because we’re paying 
more attention to what’s going 
on and to each other,” she said.
     Womack also said students 
would have a hard time adjust-
ing to the new policy.
     “I think students, some, will 
have a hard time adjusting. Just 
because again, more of the habit 
than anything else. And, one of 
the things I said in the opening 
remarks...is that teachers will 
engage the students at a level in 
the classroom that they...forget 
that they haven’t checked their 
phone yet,” he said.
     Alan Cunningham, fellow 

high school math teacher and 
head boys’ baseball coach, 
expressed a similar belief to 
Bartels’ in terms of positives.
     “I believe it will have a 
positive impact as it takes away 
a persistent source of distrac-
tion. In theory, students will be 
more engaged than if the phone 
distraction was present. 
     “My class will be impacted 
by the fact that students won’t 
be playing games or sharing 
videos. Hopefully, this will lead 
to more efficient teaching and 
learning,” he said.  
     Cunningham shared how 
he planned on communicating 
with his players from here on 
out.
     “I do use the phone to com-
municate with my players via 
texts. They’ll be able to read 
texts during class breaks and at 
lunch. I don’t want to distract 
them from their classes and 
teachers,” he said.
      Schwarz said the adminis-
tration’s decision to implement 
the new policy wasn’t justified.
     “...if a teacher asked a student 
to put their phone away, 95 
percent of the time they would. 
The other five percent of the 
time they would just take it 
away. They didn’t need to make 
a whole new rule for it,” he said.
    Johnson also said the news 
was shocking.
     “The new policy in regard 
to no phone use in class was, 
to be honest, shocking. As a 
student, I didn’t see the problem 
to be too out of control, for it 
was a norm for our school and 
honestly probably across the 
US. ...it seemed a little off for 
the school to all of a sudden 
take that privilege away from 
students,” she said.
     Johnson admitted to being 
opposed to this rule, despite not 
using her phone at school.
     “Even though I am not af-
fected by this rule whatsoever, 
I know that this new rule is a 
little over the top. ...I know this 
has affected students’ everyday 
routine, and I believe students 
should be given a little more of 
an answer besides, ‘We don’t 
want you on them,’” she said. 

(continued from page 1)
Teachers, administrators hope for change with new phone policy



Winter Royalty was in full 
swing this year with a kickoff 
activity starting the week off 
and a dance closing all of the 
festivities.

This year the Winter Royalty 
candidates were Jenna Johnson 
and Drew Calderwood, Macey 
Clark and Reid Walker, and 
Saylor Steele and Trenten Cole. 
Walker and Clark were named 
the Winter Royalty King and 
Queen.

Student Council members 
kicked off Winter Royalty 
week with a team building 
activity Monday morning. 

The goal of the activity was 
to get the students to work 
together and be excited for the 
week. 

The activity was a competi-
tion between the advisories 
to decorate their poster to be 
hung in the commons. 

Before they were able to get 
decorating supplies, they had 
to correctly answer a riddle 
given to them by one of the 
StuCo members.

Cyndi Circle, StuCo spon-
sor, explained why it was 
important to start off Winter 

Royalty Week with a team 
building activity.

“It’s important to have a 
kickoff activity for Winter 
Royalty because it just adds a 
little more fun to the week… 
The kickoff activity is good to 
get us started because we don’t 
do that during Homecoming,” 
stated Circle.

Mary Kate Gerber, StuCo 
secretary, described how the 
activity got students and staff 
excited for the week.

“The first Monday back 
from break is never enjoyable, 
so I feel like having shorter 
classes and a period where 
everyone was able to move 
around was a great way to ini-
tiate Winter Royalty week on a 
positive note,” said Gerber.

The dress up days for Winter 
Royalty were PJ day on Mon-
day, Clone Day on Tuesday, 
Meme Day on Wednesday, 
Color Day on Thursday, and 
Red Carpet Formal Themed 
Day on Friday.

Festivities continued on 
Friday with a StuCo sponsored 
pep rally where candidates 
played a game of human sized 
“Hungry Hippo.” 

They also enjoyed a game 
of basketball on scooters and 
a basketball shooting contest 
with the male candidates 
wearing heels and the female 
candidates wearing baggy 
uniforms.

The pep rally was followed 
by a showing of the candidate 
video produced by Sophomore 
Chelbe Johnson, video produc-
tion student.

Steele explained what activi-
ties she enjoyed.

“I thought the games we 
participated in for the pep rally 
were fun, and I feel like it gave 
everybody a good laugh. I also 
thought the candidate video 
turned out really funny; the 
bloopers were the best,” stated 
Steele.

Calderwood shared some of 
his favorite candidate mo-
ments.

“The pep rally was super 
fun. Doing the games and 
listening to the other candi-
dates’ answers in the video was 
funny,” said Calderwood.

On Friday night during 
halftime of the boys’ varsity 
game, the crowning ceremony 
took place. 

However, Winter Roy-
alty came to an official end on 
Saturday night with the Winter 
Royalty Dance.

Clark explained how she felt 
when she heard her name an-
nounced as Queen.

“I felt very nervous because 
I was afraid I would trip walk-
ing to the middle of the court.  
I also felt very honored to have 
been chosen by my peers,” 
described Clark.

Walker shared his first 
thoughts when his name was 
announced as King.

“I would have to say my 
first thoughts on winning was, 
‘Wow! I beat Trenten Cole.’ I 
for sure thought he was going 
to win. Then I next thought, 
‘Dang! I have to come back 
next year to do the crowning,’” 
Walker said.

By Aubrey Bahner
Staff Writer
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1. Winter Royalty 
Candidates Saylor Steele, 
Trenten Cole, Reid 
Walker, Macey Clark, 
Jenna Johnson, and Drew 
Calderwood. (Photo by 
Kaidon Kruger)

2. Candidates Cole and 
Steele. (Photo by Kyla 
Hay)

3. Sophomore Ethan 
Clark. (Photo by Clara 
Caralt)

4. Winter Royalty King 
Walker and Queen Clark. 
(Photo by Kennedy Kats)

5. StuCo Representa-
tives Catie Beam, Mary 
Kate Gerber, and Sidney 
Kuhn. (Photo by Kaidon 

Kruger)
6. Seniors Tucker McCaf-

frey and Jordan Mountain. 
(Photo by Ella Baird)

7. Sophomores Sailor 
McDonald, Tanner Wade, 
and Kyla Hay. (Photo by 
Ella Baird)

8. Students in Tiffany 
Munz’s advisory. (Photo by 
Kaidon Kruger)

9. Winter Royalty Can-
didates Calderwood and 
Johnson. (Photo by Ken-
nedy Kats)

10. Winter Royalty 
Candidates Clark, Johnson, 
Steele, Cole, Walker, and 
Calderwood. (Photo by 
Kaidon Kruger)

11. Kimberlynn Uhl, 
high school science teacher. 

(Photo by Ella Baird)
12. Seniors Kennedy Kats 

and Macey Clark. (Photo by 
Kaidon Kruger)

13. Winter Royalty Candi-
dates Johnson, Calderwood, 
Walker, and Clark. (Photo 
by Kyla Hay)

14. Juniors Anna Schuck-
man and Cooper Davis. 
(Photo by Kaidon Kruger)

15. Junior Jarett Klein. 
(Photo by Ella Baird)

16. Candidates Cole and 
Steele. (Photo by Kennedy 
Kats)

17. Students in Syndia 
Coursen’s advisory. (Photo 
by Kaidon Kruger)

18. The Winter Royalty 
Dance (Photo by Kaidon 
Kruger)
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Out of the abundance of 
electives offered to students 
at the high school, many 
are common across all 3A 
schools in Kansas. However, 
Golden Eagle Graphics is a 
class unique to the typical 
high school setting. Not only 
does it test the creativity of 
the students who choose to 
pursue it, but the class allows 
for students to develop many 
real-life skills. 

The class is taught by 
Cyndi Circle, teacher of 
22 years. She explained 
why she initially became 

interested in implementing 
the new elective, when a 
former high school classmate 
of hers began advertising 
the printing business he runs 
at Dodge City High School. 
Following a brief amount of 
research, Circle approached 
Brad Womack, principal, and 
Tim Hallacy, superintendent, 
seeking approval to initiate 
the program. Upon getting 

approval, the Golden Eagle 
Graphics business, which now 
fills orders on banners, vinyl 
projects, and more, for custom-
ers in Silver Lake, was born. 

Sophomore Olivia Fieger 
was one of four students who 
took Golden Eagle Graphics 
in its inaugural semester in the 
fall of 2017. Fieger explained 
that while she is appreciative 
of the time she has spent in 
the graphics class, there were 
many downsides to being the 
very first class. 

“Adobe Illustrator itself was 
just really hard to figure out in 
the beginning because we were 
so used to Photoshop from 
the junior high classes. We 
had to start completely new, 
learn how to use it and...search 
for ‘How do you do this?’ 
and ‘How do you do that?’” 
explained Fieger. 

Despite the seemingly rough 
start, Fieger has continued on 
into the current spring semes-
ter with Junior Catie Beam 
joining the class in the Spring 

By Mary Kate Gerber
 Staff Writer 

New student-run business takes flight  

of 2017. Beam explained what 
the ideal day-to-day process 
looks like in the graphics 
classroom. 

“Discussion about what [our 
project] is supposed to look 
like, what it’s supposed to be, 
then actually designing it...
Circle looks at it, we redesign 
it, she looks at it again and 
generally we have to re-rede-
sign it.

“Finally, we do printing...
reprinting, cutting...I have only 
been a part of one delivery 
when they came and picked it 
up. Generally Circle has to take 
it because we don’t have time 
in class because we are doing 
other projects,” said Beam. 

While downsides accom-
pany their participation in 
Golden Eagle Graphics, both 
Beam and Fieger commented 
that they continue to take the 
class due to the fact that the 
bond between classmates is in-
credible. Along with that, both 
girls agreed the class boasts 
a number of similarities to a 
job, making dropping the class 
equal to quitting a job. 

While the class is similar to 
a job, Circle does not act as a 
restrictive boss. She explained 
her involvement in projects is 
minimal, allowing her students 
to act independently. 

 “Kind of depends on what 
the project is. If it’s one that 
we haven’t done before, I’m 
there to guide and help more so 
because the students may not 
know what they’re doing with 
it or how that application is 
going to go on. What I ideally 
want in the future is students 
to do all of it, and I can just sit 
back and assist,” commented 
Circle. 

Even with Circle’s supervi-
sion, issues can arise prior to 
the completion of the project. 
Due to many of these issues, 
Beam expressed the first 
project she was assigned has 
become her least favorite. 

“...the first ever project that I 
did, I didn’t know the program 
that we were designing in. I 
had to change it so many times 
because I was given a black 
and white copy of what she 
wanted and didn’t know that 
she wanted it in color...then 
I had to make it in color and 
then I had to change the colors 
because I made it the wrong 
color…,” said Beam. 

While frustration may ac-
company it, one of the many 
perks of the graphics class 
includes the challenge its par-
ticipants face creatively. Circle 
expressed why such challenges 
are a vital life skill her students 
gain. 

“Taking someone’s idea that 
is in their head and making a 
visual statement that it matches 
what they are looking for even 
though they are not the one 
creating it, which is tough,” 
explained Circle. 

 Although many would be 
wary of such tasks, the Golden 
Eagle Graphics students thrive 
under the pressure. Circle 
explained how the classes’ 
consistent clients constantly 
challenge her students to do 
their best. 

“Yes, we do have several 
people who are pretty consis-
tent. Faraz is 
one of them, 
and I’ve done 
banner work 
for him in the 
past before 
we had the 
capability of 
doing it here.  
When I told 
him we were 
getting this 
equipment, 
he was very 
excited so 
that he could 
keep that 
work here 
in town. He 
has more of 
a say of what 
goes on them 
because he 
knows we’ll 
design them 
with his vi-
sion in mind. 

“Ken Wade has started us-
ing us. He has a side business 
where they are taking state 
sale items and sell them, kind 
of like on a consignment or 
garage sale concept, and he 
already has envisioned some 
more sales for us with garage 
sale type signs. (Junior) Taylor 
Burkhart has been working 
on those. The newest daycare 
in town, she has used us for 
several signs and probably will 

continue to as well…,” said 
Circle. 

 Despite the number of 
consistent clients the graphics 
class produces work for, Circle 
stated that no clear pattern of 
business has emerged. 

“...[the 2018-2019 school 
year] is the first year that we’ve 

done it the whole school year 
so next year we will probably 
have a better idea. At the start 
of the school year it’s busy, 
the start of winter sports was 
extremely busy because we had 
all of the senior banners and 
team posters to put up …,every 
season of new sports is busy,” 
said Circle. 

Another inconsistent factor 
within the day-to-day func-
tions of the graphics class is 
the time each individual proj-
ect may require. Fieger said 
each project takes a different 
amount of time for many 
reasons, including the window 
by which the customer expects 
the project to be complete, the 
functionality of the machines 
the project requires, and the 
importance of the project 
itself. 

While the many inconsis-
tencies of the class may seem 
overwhelming, the burden of 
coming up with a unique idea 
does not fall on one designer’s 
shoulders. Fieger commented 
that her favorite project was 
one that both she and her 
classmates contributed to. 

“I really enjoyed making 
the Veteran’s Day banner be-
cause what had happened was 
me, Daigen Griffin, Megan 
Beyers, and Catie Beam had 
all designed our own poster 
and then Mrs. Circle took dif-
ferent aspects of each of them 
and we combined them all 
together. That was really cool 
how we were able to take all 

of our ideas and put them into 
one great banner,” expressed 
Fieger. 

This collaboration between 
designers is one of the many 
life skills Fieger said she has 
learned from her time in the 
Golden Eagle Graphics class.  

“...your client may not like 
any of your designs, but you 

“Taking some-
one’s idea that 
is in their head 
and making it a 
visual statement 
that it matches...
is tough.” 

-Cyndi Circle

have to keep pushing to try 
to make them happy and you 
can’t become bitter about it 
because your customers are the 
ones that help your business 
continue. 

“So I think it’s very impor-
tant to learn how to deal and 
stay neutral and patient with 
clients. But also it has helped 
me with working with the 
team because I use my fellow 
designers’ ideas, and they’re 
always there to help me out 
when I am frustrated with a 
project,” said Fieger.  

These life skills are one of 
the many benefits Circle hopes 
the class will yield in return for 
her students’ hard work.

“...I’m anxious to see how 
many in the future [will] go in 
to graphics. We don’t have a 
tracking yet because every-
body who was in it last spring 
when we were actually print-
ing is pretty much still in,” 
commented Circle. “But that’s 
what I’ve told Mr. Womack is 
that I am anxious to see who 
goes on with it and uses it in 
some capacity in their college 
or future,” Circle stated. 

Fly High Eagle Eye!
Sophomore Kyla Hay takes over photography venture

By Ethan Clark
Newspaper
Assistant Editor

Senior Addison Hamilton, who graduated at semester, takes 
Eighth-Grader Lauren McCaffrey’s portrait. (Photo by staff)

Sophomore Kyla Hay works on editing students’ portraits. 
(Photo by Reese Fergola)

Sophomore Kyla Hay directs Seventh-Grader Wyatt Herkenrath 
on how to hold the ball for his individual picture. (Photo by El-
lington Hogle)

This fall, Sophomore Kyla 
Hay jumped under the watchful 
eye of Senior Addison Hamil-
ton and started her training to 
take over the position of editor 
of Eagle Eye Photography, the 
student run photography busi-
ness in charge of such tasks 
as taking indivdual student 
portraits and sports team pho-
tos for all junior high and hich 
school students. This is Eagle 
Eye’s third year of existence.

Hamilton, who graduated 
at semester, spent the enitre 
first semester showing Hay the 
ropes of being the editor. Ham-
ilton shared the hardest part of 
training Hay for the position.

“The hardest part about 
training a new Eagle Eye edi-
tor is honestly just trying to 
explain everything to her. At 
this point, everything I have 
done the past two and a half 
years is just muscle memory. 
Sometimes it is hard to put into 
words everything that needs to 
be finished,” she said.

Hay shared what she thought 
the hardest part of her training 
was.

“The hardest part of training 
was definitely learning all the 
components of editing pictures 
to make them look like one an-

other. It was the hardest part 
because when trying to mirror 
certain photos, the background 
would look correct, but the in-
dividual’s face would be totally 

wrong. 
“The most important thing 

I have learned about being an 
editor is that I cannot procras-
tinate as much as I normally do 

because deadlines will not be 
met; and all the shortcuts for 
the computer have been helpful, 
even in other classes,” she said.

Jamie Manhart, the advisor 

of Eagle Eye Photography, de-
scribed the job of the editor.

“The Eagle Eye editor has 
many adult responsibilities. 
Kyla is in charge of commu-

nicating with coaches, admin-
istrators, and players to set up 
photo shoots; taking and edit-
ing the photos; digitally distrib-
uting those photos to parents; 

communicating with custom-
ers; and fulfilling orders. She 
is gearing up to take all of the 
faculty and staff photos soon as 
well.

“I feel like the biggest re-
sponsibility for the editor is 
staying organized and juggling 

multiple projects at one time. 
Kyla is perfect in that arena,” 
she said.

Hamilton said she’d miss her 
fellow journalism students the 

most.
“The thing I will miss most 

about the journalism depart-
ment is all of the bonds that 
were created. I have made 
so many friends by being in-
volved in journalism. While it 
is all hard work, and stressful at 

times, everyone is always there 
to help you out if you need it,” 
she said.

Hay described her experi-
ence as editor so far this semes-
ter.

“I feel comfortable in my 
work because of the skills Ad-
die has taught me and the ex-
perience has been fun because 
of my teacher and classmates,” 
she said.

Hay said she was still a little 
scared of taking portraits.

“My biggest fear about tak-
ing on this role is taking portrait 
photos because they all have to 
resemble each other. I have not 
yet overcome this fear and hope 
that I will as I continue taking 
the pictures,” she said.

Hay claimed the hardest part 
of her becoming editor has been 
keeping track of everything.

“The hardest part of assum-
ing the role of an editor is re-
membering all the things you 
are supposed to do and not for-
getting to communicate with 
customers, as well as updating 
Mrs. Manhart along the way,” 
she said.

Hay shared what inspired her 
to take on the role as editor.

“I was inspired to take the 
role because I enjoy dealing 
with photos and my wonderful 
teacher makes it even more en-
joyable,” she said.

Hay shared she was excited 
to continue making the busi-
ness as efficient as possible.

“I’m most excited to keep 
improving the program in order 

Graphics student, Reid Walker, works on an addition to the CJ 
Hamilton Field’s scoreboard. (Photo by Taylor Burkhart)

Junior Megan Beyers selects a new font for an in progress project. (Photo by Mary 
Kate Gerber) 

(continued on page 7)
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Familiar smiles-it’s “High Five Friday”

“Happy Friday.” “Have a 
great day.” “Lookin’ good.” 
“Great smile!” 

These are words that can be 
heard the first Friday of each 
month at the grade school.

Shannon 
Bergmann, 
PTO presi-
dent, learned 
about “High 
Five Friday” 
and wanted 
to bring it to 
the district. 
“High Five 
Friday” has 
brought 
happiness to 
not only the 
grade school 
kids, but also 
high school 
students, who 
have been 
involved in 
the process.

“A friend 
of mine who 
lives in Man-
teo, North 
Carolina had 
posted on 
Facebook about her school 
doing it. I thought it would 
be an easy and fun way to get 
our community involved and 
provide positive reinforcement 
to our students. PTO had al-
ready discussed hanging some 
inspirational signs around 
the school, and I thought this 
would be a nice addition to 
that. Mrs. Pegram and those 
involved in PTO thought it 
was a great idea, too,” she 
said.

By Alexis Meyer
Staff Writer

 Not only does Bergmann 
love this new positive program 
but so do high school students.

Junior Daryn Lamprecht, 
volleyball player, shared why 
she loved participating in 
“High Five Friday.” 

“The thing that I thought 
was so fun about ‘High 
Five Friday’ was seeing the 
smiles of the kids that walked 
through the door. There were 
a few that tried to act all cool 
and tough, but they all broke 
a smile when we were giving 
them high fives. It also put 
me in a better mood all day,” 
Lamprecht said.

Many groups from the 
community and high school 

have participated, including 
volleyball, football, cheer, 
dance, school board members, 
law enforcement, fire crews, 
Washburn University women’s  
basketball team, Silver Lake 
librarians, and Faraz Farooqi, 
owner of Phillips 66. 

Senior Dillon Byrne, 
football player, shared the best 
part. 

“The best part is being able 
to make the little kids smile 
and get them excited for their 
day,” he said. 

Bergmann explained how 

they chose the groups who 
have particpated.

“Obviously having high 
school athletes that our young-
er kids look up to is fun, but 
when we had law enforcement 
and community members, I 
think the kids enjoyed seeing 
familiar faces. We are trying 
to keep it to local groups, so 
the kids are at least familiar 
with who the guests are. That 
is important. We hope to get 
parents involved somehow, 
too,” she said. 

Byrne explained how excited 
the students were and how glad 
they were to start their Friday 
off on a good note. 

“They were all very excited 

and smiling as most of them 
ran through the line ready to 
start their day,” he said. 

 Bergmann shared the im-
portance of the event. 

“I think it adds some fun to 
the school year and something 
students and staff can look 
forward to each month. I think 
the surprise element of who the 
guests will be adds a little ex-
citement to it.  I hear students, 
staff, and the guests we have 
had say it has made their Fri-
day’s a lot better. It’s fun to see 
the faces of the students when 

they see who the guests are. 
“Additionally, it is a free 

program, so while PTO is will-
ing to pay for assemblies that 

benefit our school, 
this program has 
added a lot to our 
school without 
having to pay ad-
ditional money. 

“I think the 
kids have really 
enjoyed it, as well 
as the staff and 
teachers. It adds 
a little fun to a 
Friday,” she said. 

Lamprecht 
shared why she 
would do “High 
Five Friday” 
again. 

“I would most 
definitely par-
ticipate in ‘High 
Five Friday’ again 
because it seemed 
like it made the 
kids’ days as well 
as the volleyball 

players and cheerleaders that 
were involved,” she said. 

Bergmann spoke about the 
future of next year.

“We hope our kids and 
teachers like it enough we can 
continue it into next year. We 
plan on getting more groups 
and organizations involved.

“It is really easy an way to 
add some encouragement and 
positivity to the day. It’s nice 
to get your day started with a 
high five,” she said.

Undebatable 
Two speaker team qualifies to state debate        

As the debate team looks 
back and remembers walking 
into Michelle Taylor’s debate 
classroom, with a state cham-
pionship and a trophy proudly 
placed in the display case 
from the previous year, they 
had feelings of nervousness, 
excitement, and terror. 

The young students knew 

the future would be just as 
filled with emotion. 

In order to qualify for state, 
the students had to accom-
plish at least a 50/50 record 
throughout the season. Mary 
Kate Gerber, sophomore and 
first-year debater, with Sailor 
McDonald, sophomore and 
second-year debater, both 

cards over how what we plan to 
do is going to help the United 
States and what we are going 
to prevent. 

“And then as the 2N, I pretty 
much go in and I attack the 
other team’s cards. So I go into 
their affirmative and I find 
small flaws with it that they 
typically don’t know how to 

exceeded these qualifications. 
They went 3-2, 4-1, 4-1, 4-1, 
4-1, which means that in the 
five rounds at each tournament, 
they had either three or four 
wins, with either two or one 
lost rounds. With this record 
both Gerber and McDonald 
qualified to state. 

Gerber explained how the 
debate round works, and what 
role she plays.

“I am the 1A and the 2N. 
The 1A, they start off the 
entire debate by giving the 
first speech. It’s called the first 
affirmative constructive, and 
that speech is a written speech 
that lays out the entirety of the 
affirmaties plan, and our plan 
this year is refugees. 

  “I just essentially read 

defend,” Gerber stated. 
Being qualified for state is 

no easy task to accomplish. 
As Taylor would say, the effort 
you give in is what you get out 
of it. She knew that everyone 
in her classes had the potential 
to be something amazing, and 
Gerber and McDonald espe-
cially fit that mold. 

This year, Taylor had two 
classes for debate. This was in-
teresting for her and everyone 
involved because debate had 
always been contained to one 
class and considerably smaller.

“I enjoy debate, both the 
class and the competition, and 
just the bond that you are able 
to form with the people on the 
team through tournaments and 
class is great. What I enjoy 

most about it would not only be 
the bond that we got to form as 
a team, as well as the competi-
tion, like as Ms.Taylor said, 
‘It’s fun to destroy people with 
our minds.’” Gerber said.

This year Gerber, McDon-
ald, and Freshmen Olivia Day 
and Bella Eisenbarth all said 

that their season went great. 
Eisenbarth said that her sea-

son went well but could have 
been improved.

“I feel like for a freshman 
my season was very success-
ful, but I also think that I could 
have done things that would 
have strengthened it and made 
it even more successful.”

McDonald said she did well 
because she worked hard and 
was always trying to improve. 

“So I think it (the season) 
went really well because, yes 
we had the numerical success, 
but we also are both really hard 
workers. We worked every 
single day the entire time. 
That’s hard to do, but I think 
that really helped. 

“I think I’d do well because 
I put in the work and I tried 
really hard to not get distracted 
in class, which is hard and just 
always strived to be better,” 
she said.

Day added that this year she 
felt that debate gave her more 
confidence in class. 

“One, it has given me a lot 
more confidence, when I am 
giving speeches or presentation 
in class or when I am like ar-
guing about a subject with the 
economy or the government. 

It has helped me 
understand a 
lot of that stuff 
better.

“... and I do 
believe that I 
will be able to 
continue debate, 
one because it is 
one thing that I 
am good at, so if 
I keep working 
on it, I could see 
a state cham-
pionship in the 
future.”

Both Gerber and McDonald 
said they were excited.

McDonald said, “On the way 

back from my first tournament 
this year, Ms. Taylor went 
around the bus and asked us for 
our goals, and my goal actually 
was to go 3-2 at  least once. 
And Ms. Taylor actually said, 
‘You know what? That is not a 

good goal. I think you should 
qualify for state.’ At that point, 
I thought it was impossible 
because I am a sophomore and 
you know, inexperienced, but 
I had one tournament that was 
not with Mary, but once Mary 
Kate and I were partnered, we 
did really well. So just getting 
that success really made it 
possible. It was just so surreal 
because I didn’t think it was 
possible, but it happened!”

Gerber added that she did 
not expect to qualify, but was 
happy that she did. 

“I was (excited). I was not 
anticipating qualifying this 
year. It wasn’t one of my end 
of the season goals, but as 

By Reese Fergola
Staff Writer

Sophomores Mary Kate Gerber and Sailor McDonald prepare at state debate. 
(Photo by Michelle Taylor)

Olivia Day researches strategies for the affir-
mative team. (Photo by Michelle Taylor)

Sailor and I were able to, as 
we progressed, and do our 
four tournaments, we were 
able to see it was obvious that 
we were going to qualify, so I 
was definitely surprise. But it 
was exciting. We found out we 
qualified after we won. 

“The last tournament we 
went to we only had to win one 
more round, so after first round 
we came out and the person 
who had taken us that day told 
us that we had won the round. 

“We knew then we had 
qualified. It didn’t have a big 
lead up or anything that typi-
cally happen in other activities. 
It’s just like, we won and quali-
fied, and that’s exciting. And 
we went throughout the rest of 
the day,” Gerber said.

A few days before state de-
bate all four girls, plus Taylor, 
were preparing for the upcom-
ing tournament.

“I’m trying to not worry 
about it too much because 
whatever the outcome will be 
its going to happen. It also was 
a bit stressful because I am try-
ing to cover a lot of ground in 
different affirmatives that we 
have to make sure that we have 
cards against. Which is kinda 
stressful because I have a lot 

of other activities that 
are time consuming. So 
finding time for debate 
has a bit stress inducing 
but I am also excited 
to see how it turns out, 
just excited to go to 
State  for the first but 
hopefully not last time 
and just see how it turns 
out,” Gerber stated.

The two girls finished 
10th out of 27 teams 
at state, and all four 
girls said they learned 

from the experience. They will 
continue on with debate and 
keeping gaining experience 
from it.

Several groups have participated in “High Five Friday” at the 
grade school. Silver Lake Police Department (Top Left); Se-
nior Football Players Jake Lindstrom, Christian Stoner, , and 
Dillon Byrne (Top); Washburn University women’s basketball 
players (Middle); and Silver Lake Police Chief Randy Call and 
School Board Members Jason Manhart, Tracy Higinbotham, 
and Josh Whitehead (Bottom) (Photos by staff)

Local police, firefighters, and Business Owner Faraz Farooqi participate in “High Five Fri-
day.” (Photo by staff)

Bella Eisenbarth and Ryan 
Tarner organize disadvantag-
es. (Photo by Michelle Taylor)
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Cast, directors anticipate spring comedy
Students perform Todd Wallinger’s “The Enchanted Bookshop”

     The spring comedy always 
offers an enjoyable experi-
ence for the actors. For Mary 
Larson, director for 23 years, it 
is also an exciting time. Larson  
explained why she anticipates 
directing the spring comedy.
    “I love so many things about 
directing; it is difficult to pick 
just one as the favorite. I would 
say one of my favorite things 
for sure, is how much effort and 
creativity the students put forth 
together, in order for a produc-
tion to change so drastically 
from the first rehearsal through 
the last performance in front of 
an audience,” she said.
     This year, the cast will be 
performing Todd Wallinger’s 
“The Enchanted Bookshop.” 
Larson described the comedy.
     ““The Enchanted Bookshop’ 
is about a quaint bookshop 
where well-known characters 
from classic books come to 
life at night. These characters 
help protect the bookshop from 
the actions of evil thieves and 
smugglers.
    “It is a super fun script to 
produce. The play includes 
absurd plot twists, whimsical 
scenes, parody and the unex-
pected, both in the script and in 
our presentation of it,” she said.
     Macey Clark, senior, has 
been in four of Larson’s 

productions. She described her 
character and explained the 
most challenging part of play-
ing her character. 
     “My character’s name is 
Miss Margie. She runs the 
bookshop. The most chal-
lenging part of playing my 
character is that I have two 
other people that are interacting 
with me at all times and it takes 
a lot of acting without lines 
and kind of constant interaction 
with those people to make the 
character work,” she said.
     Clark stated that the part 
of the play she is most excited 
about performing is a duet with 
Junior Lyndsey Vande Velde. 
For this duet, Vande Velde will 
sing “Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow”, while Clark beat-
boxes in the background. 
     Clark explained how she 
feels about this being her last 
high school play.
     “I’m pretty sad, but also 
excited this is my last play. I 
obviously don’t want it to be 
over, but this is a really fun 
production to go out on, so still 
excited about it,” she said. 
     Vande Velde also stated that 
her duet with Clark is her most 
anticipated part of the perfor-
mance. She has also been in 
four productions of Larson’s. 
She explained why she chose 
to be in the spring play again 
this year.
     “I decided to go out for the 
play this year because I really 
enjoy making people laugh, 
and I like bringing out my 
goofy and sarcastic side. When 
I’m on stage, it just gets turned 
up a couple notches and I like 
showing that side of me,” she 
said.
     Vande Velde plays Dorothy 
from “The Wizard of Oz.” She 

said that Dorothy is a very 
sarcastic character, and she 
relates to that because is also 
very sarcastic. 
   Heather Jordan, senior, 
shared her favorite part of her 
character. 
     “I am Robin Hood, and 
what I like about my character 
is he’s actually a dude. But I 
guess Ms. Larson likes female 
interpretations of things, and 
I am so incredibly glad she 
does because I really love my 
part. And I like being a villain. 
She’s not really a villain, but 
she’s more of a vain medieval 
English criminal I guess, but 
she’s actually a good guy,” 
Jordan said.
     Larson explained why she 
chooses to do a comedy each 
year.
     “I absolutely love to hear 
laughter in the PAC. Doing 
comedy well is an art in itself 
and not easy to do, either. Great 
comedic performers make it 
look easy—and it isn’t,” Larson 
said.
     Larson also described what 
audiences can expect to see in 
the spring comedy.
     “Expect to see a wide vari-
ety of well-developed charac-
ters in a fast-paced comedy. 
I think the audience will be 
reminded of the innocent, ad-
venturous nature of childhood, 
along with the impact created 
by favorite childhood stories 
and characters.”
     Advanced ticket sales 
begin on Monday, Feb. 11 
in the high school office and 
continue through Friday, Feb. 
15. Ticket prices are $7 for 
students and senior citizens and 
$8 for adults. Tickets can be 
purchased at the door one half 
hour before the performance. 

By Abeni Feuerbacher
Staff Writer

Junior Lyndsey Vande Velde (Dorothy), and Sophomore Noah Broxterman (Tom Sawyer) 
rehearse their scene. (Photo by Cooper Davis)

Junior Abeni Feuerbacher, Sophomore 
Victoria Haverkamp, and Freshman 
Elizabeth Jordan, (Book Fairies) prac-
tice their poem. (Photo by Cooper Davis)

Cast members practice the last scene. (Photo 
by Abeni Feuerbacher)

(continued from page 5)
to please as many customers as 
possible so we will not receive 
negative feedback,” she said.

Manhart similarly described 
a positive vision for the future.

“This is our third year for Ea-
gle Eye, and for the first time, 
I feel like we are getting in a 
comfortable groove with what 
we are doing. Now that we have 
reached that point, I am excited 
about exploring new business 
avenues and giving students 
even more real-world experi-
ences,” she said.

Manhart said she had faith in 
Hay to continue bringing honor 
to the program.

“Addie basically WAS Eagle 
Eye Photography for two and 
a half years. However, she did 
such an awesome job of train-
ing Kyla and preparing her for 
the position that the transi-
tion has been so smooth. Kyla 
hasn’t skipped a beat. Kyla 
works quickly, efficiently, and 
she isn’t afraid to communicate 
with a variety of people, which 
makes her a perfect person for 
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The Enchanted Bookshop
By Todd Wallinger

CAST OF CHARACTERS (In Order of Appearance) 
MARGIE..............................MACEY CLARK
MARY………………………ANNA RUBY
May…………………………SAMANTHA ORTIZ
BOMBALURINA....................MICKI MOORE
MOM..................................BROOKLYN LANGLEY
TIMMY................................AUSTIN SCHULZ
ROBIN HOOD AND HER MERRY PEOPLE......................HEATHER JORDAN, ABBY PRESSGROVE, 
MARY KATE GERBER, DARYN LAMPRECHT
TOM SAWYER......................NOAH BROXTERMAN
SHERLOCK HOLMES................ETHAN SCHULZ
TOTO....................SAILOR MCDONALD
DOROTHY ...........................LYNDSEY VANDEVELDE
HEIDI..................................ANNA SCHUCKMAN
POLLYANNA.........................BELLA EISENBARTH
BOOK FAIRIES ........................VICTORIA HAVERKAMP, ABENI FEUERBACHER, ELIZABETH JORDAN, 
TAYLOR BURKHARDT
LADY IN RED.......................OLIVIA FIEGER
 FAGIN .................................COREY YORK
LONG JOHN SILVER AND HIS BAND OF ENGLISH PIRATES……..DYLAN WILES, COOPER DAVIS, 
MICHAEL BLACKWELL, JOSIAH ROSS 
OFFICER KETCHUM.............DARYN
FINGERS THE THIEF..............RYAN TARNER
VINNIE………………………JOSHUA BOUCHER
EDDIE, THE BOSS................................ETHAN CLARK 
JEWELY…………………………….CASSIE SMITH
RUBY…………………….OLIVIA DAY
DOCTOR DOLITTLE ..............MICHAEL KALAS
QUEEN OF HEARTS..............MICKI MOORE 
DANCING QUEENS…………………TAYLOR BURKHARDT, ANNA SCHUCKMAN
FRANKENSTEIN ...................COREY YORK
WICKED WITCH
OF THE WEST......................MICKI MOORE
WITCH DANCERS….BROOKLYN LANGELEY, TAYLOR B., ELIZABETH JORDAN                                                                  
HOPALONG CASSIDY ...........CARTER SETH
DIRECTOR: MARY LARSON
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR: CHARLOTTE PEMBERTON
SET DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION: GARRETT LARSON
PROGRAM AND T- SHIRT DESIGN: CHARLOTTE PEMBERTON
LIGHTS: ZACHARY RUSE
STAGE TECH: DANI FARRIS, SHELBY TODD, TAYLOR BURKHARDT, CADEN CROMER

The Eagle Times

the job,” she said.
Hay said she planned on 

bringing change to the way 
sports pictures are taken.

“As the editor of Eagle Eye, 
one major thing I plan on do-
ing is changing specific back-
grounds of sports pictures, 
football and baseball, to asso-
ciate them more with the re-
spective sports,” she said.

Hamilton said she trusted 
Hay to uphold the position.

“It is a little nerve-racking 
leaving Eagle Eye for some-
one else to take for their own. 
However, I know Kyla will do 
a great job,” she said.

Hamilton gave Hay one final 
piece of advice.

“Some advice that I would 
give to Kyla is try to write 
down everything you do. There 
were a lot of helpful Photoshop 
or Lightroom shortcuts that I 
found and forgot in a day that 
probably would have saved me 
hours of work. Also, it helps 
with remembering where you 
left off. That way, everyone 
gets what they ordered,” she 
said.

Photographers look to future

The performances will begin at 
7 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 16 and 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 17 
in the Silver Lake High School 
Performing Arts Center. 
  

Sophomore Kyla Hay gets ready to snap a picture. (Photo by  
Ellington Hogle)
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3A State Volleyball Champions!
-3A All State Tournament team: Junior Lexi Cobb, Junior Clara Caralt, Junior Daryn 
Lamprecht, Senior Abby Pressgrove (Honorable Mention), and Sophomore Ellie Hogle 
(Honorable Mention)
Boys’ Cross Country Regional Champions!
-Sophomore Aubrey Bahner placed 12th at Regionals
-Junior Kyler Kaniper placed 19th at State and earned All-State Honors
Girls’ Golf Regional Champions!
-Junior Jayme Lindstrom placed 13th at State
2A Football Regional Champions!
3rd Place at 3A State Cheer!

Fall Sports Wrap-up

Photos by Kennedy Kats, Addison Hamilton,
Taylor Burkhardt, Kaidon Kruger, 

Abeni Feuerbacher, Olivia Fieger, Ellie Hogle, Kyla 
Hay, Jaiden Holmes, and Anna Schuckman

Seniors share goals, experience of final year

By Kennedy Kats
Newspaper Editor

Photo by Kaidon Kruger

     It is now a little more than 
halfway through the winter 
sports season. The varsity 
boys’ basketball team has 
gone 7-2 this season. They 
recently competed at the 
McLouth tournament, beat-
ing the host 
team, 62-59, 
in overtime 
for a third-
place finish. 
Senior Dillon 
Byrne was 
named Co-
MVP of the 
tournament. 
Senior Walker 
Moore, as 
well as Byrne, 
were named to 
the All-Tour-
nament team. 
     Byrne 
shared his goals, both for the 
team and as an individual, for 
the rest of the season.
     “A goal that everyone has 
is to get to the state tourna-
ment and hopefully be able 
to bring back a state title this 
year. It has been a while since 
Silver Lake has had a state 
title in boys’ basketball, so it 
would be nice to add to the 
collection. 
     “A personal goal for me is 

to try and reach 1,000 points 
in my career; to get to 1,000 
would mean a lot to me just 
because I have put in a lot of 
work, so that would be a nice 
reward for myself,” Byrne 
said.
      Byrne has a total of 770 
points throughout his high 
school career. He shared how 
he’s helped guide his team.
      “I feel like I have brought 
leadership and just being able 
to show the underclassmen 
that you have to work hard 
to get where you want to be, 
and never be content with 
your game because there is 
always something that you can 
improve on,” he stated.
     Moore described what he 

will remem-
ber most.
     “My best 
memory of 
the season 
is how we 
all came 
together to 
come back 
against 
McLouth 
in our mid-
season tour-
nament,” 
Moore said. 
     On the 
girls’ side 

Senior Hallie Hay works hard 
to rebound the ball at Jeff West. 
(Photo by Ellie Hogle) 

Senior Walker Moore prepares 
to drive to the basket. (Photo 
by Kaidon Kruger) 

of things, the varsity team has 
gone 5-5 and also placed third 
at the McLouth tournament on 
Jan. 18. 
     Senior Saige Steele de-
scribed how this year’s team is 
compares to past lineups. 
     “I feel like our team this 
year is unique and different 
from other years because we 
all want to be better than we 
have been in years past, so we 
are giving it our all and not 

Peyton Cook, senior, competes 
at the Abilene tournament. 
(Photo by Anna Schuckman)

giving up,” she said.
     She shared how she contrib-
utes to the team.
     “As a senior, I feel like I 
have brought leadership to 
the team. I always give my 
best effort, and I feel like I set 
the bar on how others need to 
compete,” Steele said.
     Senior Hallie Hay shared 
her best memory of the season 
so far.
     “This team is much differ-
ent from last year, we know 
each other better, and I think 
we all trust each other the way 
a team should.
      “My best memory so far 
has been that our bench almost 
got a technical, not because 
they were being negative but 
because they were cheering 
so loud. They were so into the 
game that some of them were 
out on the court further than 
Zig!” Hay said.
     The wrestlers have been 
bringing home lots of hard-
ware. Senior Scott Kuhn 
placed third at Abilene, second 
at Burlington, third at Beloit, 
and sixth at Junction City. 
He shared what he hopes to 
achieve this season.

     “My individual goal is to 
win the state tournament and 
place in the top three as a team. 
I’ve dedicated a lot of time and 
energy to the sport, so I think 
these goals are realistic,” Kuhn 
said. 
     Senior Peyton Cook placed 
fifth at Burlington, sixth at 
Abilene, and fourth at Junction 
City. He explained what is 
special about the group.
     “Our team this year is 
unique because we have a 
chance to bring quite a bit of 
people to state, and we have a 
high chance to place as a team 
this year at state,” Cook said. 
     Kuhn shared what makes 
this team stand out and how 
he’s contributed.
     “I think I’ve done a good 
job at helping out other wres-
tlers on the team, whether it’s 
being a great practice partner 
or teaching new moves.
     “We have a really young 
team, but have an amazing 
work ethic. The freshmen we 
have are willing to get better 
every day, and it shows in 
their matches and at practice. 
Our returning wrestlers are 
also training incredibly hard,” 
Kuhn said.

Check out our school 
website for sports’ 
schedules and results!


