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Victorious Valedictorians

Graduation plans underway; inside scoop from speakers

Editor’s note:
     Hello! If we haven’t met, my name is Abby Brockmann, and 
I have been the newspaper editor for the past three years at 
SLHS. 
     So without further ado, I am going to attempt to sum up 
what being editor has meant to me:
     First of all, I have grown as a writer tremendously. My sopho-
more year, I was picking light and fun topics that were easy to 
write about. By my senior year, I have written about incredibly 
delicate subjects, including tragedy. 
     I have also developed a passion for journalism that I never 
saw coming; it has given me a creative outlet and has shown 
me talents I didn’t even know I had.
     Journalism will also be traveling with me to college, as I am a 
recipient of a mass media scholarship and will eventually be a 
member for the “Baker Orange” newspaper.
     Lastly, I’d like to give a huge shoutout to our adviser, Jamie 
Manhart, who is incredibly patient and poised. She has defi-
nitely been one of the most influential people for me through-
out my journey as editor.
     So for my 21st and last issue, thank you for reading the 
“Eagle Times.”

     Graduation is on Sunday, May 
21, with 45 seniors in the Class of 
2017. This year’s valedictorians are 
Abby Brockmann, Alex Ferguson, 
Megan Risetter, and Summer Root. 
The ceremony will be held at 3 p.m. 
in the new gym. 
     Principal Brad Womack ex-
plained how the valedictorians are 
picked for graduation.

     “The method to determine the valedictorian is to first start 
with the highest GPA. Then I double check to make sure no one 
took a class pass/fail.  If we have a tie, we give the distinction 
of valedictorian to all those who tied,” he said.
     The order of the girls’ speeches are Brockmann, Ferguson, 
Risetter, and then Root.
     Womack explained how the order of the speakers is decided.
     “I first ask the valedictorians if any of them have a specific 
place in the ceremony they would like to speak. If there are two 
or more who want the same position, I give the person with the 
highest ACT score the first choice. If there is still a tie, we will 
draw for it,” Womack said.
     Root described the thought process used to determine the 
topic of her speech.
     “The content of my speech was determined by the order of 
the speeches. Since I am second speaker, I chose my speech 
content from that. Basically, my speech will be a reflection of 
my past years in the great school of Silver Lake. Aren’t you 
stoked?” she said.
     Ferguson shared what she is looking forward to the most 
about graduating.
     “I’m looking forward to getting to try something new! 
Dorms look like they are a lot of fun to live in, and I like 
decorating and things like that. However, I’m not excited about 
change because I like the way things are,” Ferguson said.

     Brockmann explained what she decided to write about for 
her speech.
     “I am going to be giving 17 pieces of advice for the Class 
of 2017. Being involved in journalism throughout high school, 
I knew I wanted to incorporate that into my speech somehow. 
So, I interviewed the high school faculty and had them give me 
pieces of advice to hand off to the graduating seniors during my 
speech,” Brockmann said.
     Root shared what she will miss most about high school.
     “I will miss seeing my select group of friends that I enjoy 
being around. We are all going to different colleges, so that is 
going to be tough,” Root said.
     Brockmann described what she is most excited for about 
graduating.
     “I am most looking forward to walking across the stage and 
finally becoming a high school graduate. I am super excited to 
start a new season of life at Baker and cannot wait to grow as a 
person and build new relationships!” Brockmann said.
     Risetter described her plans for after college.
     “After high school, I plan to go to college, get my master’s 
degree, then spend some time trekking across the globe,” Riset-
ter said.
     Ferguson shared some advice for the juniors who graduate 
next year.
     “I would probably say that the end is almost near! You only 
have a year left and (obviously cliche) you’re never going to 
get this time back! Don’t dwell too much on the things that you 
don’t want to do and enjoy the times you have left!” she said.
     Risetter explained her favorite activities that she was in-
volved in at Silver Lake and some advice for fellow students.
     “During my high school career, I had the privilege of par-
ticipating in many activities: volleyball, cheer, track, musicals, 
and many others. Of all of my experiences, track was probably 
my favorite. I never thought I would be involved in track, but 
when Zig approached me and said he needed a girl pole vaulter, 

I thought, ‘Why not? What have I got to lose?’ So, I tried it and 
fell insanely in love with the sport. So note to underclassmen: 
TRY NEW THINGS! Even if you don’t think you’ll be good 
at it, give it a go. And if you fail, who cares? It will turn into a 
good story you can laugh about,” Risetter said.

(see “Girl Power,” page 2)
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What college will you be attending?
Washburn University

Major: Nursing

Dream job:  My goal is to receive my 
master’s in a specific field of nursing. Then, 
I DREAM to help and care for people around 
me with the education I possess.

Why did you choose to go to this college?
I chose to attend Washburn because the 
school provides the course I would like to 
study. Washburn University also has great 
opportunities for me as a student, and it is 
close to home!

What was your favorite sport or activity?
My favorite activities were cross country and 
track because I got to spend the season(s) 
with my sister, Kaitlyn Shoemaker, and my 
friend, Josh Wilson.

What is your best memory of high 
school?
My sophomore year of high school, the 
whole track team went to state, and I got to 
be a substitute for the 4x800 meter relay!

What is your favorite high school course 
you’ve taken?
I guess you could say my favorite high school 
course was math, but that is only because 
I am good at it. I liked it because I could 
breeze through the assignments.

What was your favorite school lunch?
Weird, but my favorite school lunch was the 
Country Fried Steak/Chicken meal.

What college will you be attending?
Baker University

Major: Chemistry or Biochemistry

Dream job: Pharmacy

What was your favorite sport or activity?
Being a part of the golf team provided some 
of my most favorite memories of high school 
by a long shot, pun intended. I also loved 
being the newspaper editor for the past 
three years because that is something I have 
developed a huge passion for.

What was your favorite high school 
course?
My favorite high school course was my math 
classes because as the years went on, the 
classes got smaller and it was always a lot of 
fun being in a small class.

What was your favorite school lunch?
I don’t have a favorite school lunch because 
I have been bringing my own school lunch 
since I was in kindergarten!

What is your best memory of high 
school?
One of my greatest memories of high school 
was when we went to Texas Roadhouse after 
our practice round for state golf junior year. 
AC, our coach, is deathly afraid of horses. So, 
we told the waitress it was his birthday so 
he’d have to sit on the saddle and say “yee-
haw!” After attempting to talk himself out of 
it for a good five to 10 minutes, he finally got 
on the saddle and proceeded to say, “August 
31! My birthday was August 31!”

Alex Ferguson Megan Risetter 
What college will you be attending?
Kansas State University

Major: Kinesiology and Dietetics/ Physical 
Therapy

Dream job: I guess if I could have any job it 
would be someone that gets to travel a lot 
and review different places or something 
like that. Realistically, though, my dream job 
would be a physical therapist!

What is your favorite high school course?
My favorite courses in high school were all of 
my math courses!

What was your favorite sport or activity?
My favorite sport is volleyball because I love 
how much it’s a team sport, and I always 
have a good time when I’m playing it!

What was your favorite school lunch?
I normally brought my lunch to school so I 
don’t know if I have a favorite school lunch! 
I like the French toast sticks and the rolls, 
though!

What is your best memory of high 
school?
My greatest memory of high school is 
probably winning state track as a team my 
sophomore year because we were the first 
group to ever do it at SLHS, and it was just a 
really memorable time for me!

What are your plans after college?
After high school, I’m planning on running 
track at KSU and hopefully just enjoying life 
in college!

What college will you be attending?
University of Rochester

Major: Business Finance and Economics

Dream job: My dream job is to head cor-
porate finance for a major fashion label in 
New York City. And if that led me overseas to 
somewhere like Milan, I definitely wouldn’t 
complain.

What was your favorite school lunch?
I’m not the biggest fan of our school 
lunches... but I do LOVE our salad bar!

What is your best memory of high 
school?
My greatest memory of high school actually 
happened on my very first day of school at 
Silver Lake. I was a sophomore, and I didn’t 
know anyone because I was in a chemistry 
class full of juniors. Mr. Bollig started going 
over the syllabus with us, walking around 
the room, when suddenly I felt something 
wet on my shoulder. He had spit on me! At 
first, he didn’t notice, but then he looked 
down at my shirt and saw the big wet spot. 
He proceeded to try to wipe his spit off of me 
and yelled to the whole class: “Hey! I just spit 
on you!” I was so embarrassed at the time, 
but looking back, that was extremely hilari-
ous. He ended up being one of my favorite 
teachers, and one of the main reasons why 
I’m headed to New York!

What piece of advice would you give 
upcoming seniors?
The biggest piece of advice I can give you is 
to relax. Everything will work out!
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Pathway to

“Going to a four year college 
is going to give me good 

work experience.”
-Nathan Ruby,

Wichita State University

“There are only four 
colleges in the state that 

offer a radiology program, 
and it’s a great school close 

to home.”
-Jennah Ridder,

Washburn University

Seniors reflect on their post-graduate decisions

Success
By Lyndsey Vande Velde
Staff Writer

“It had a smaller community 
feel but still offered many 
opportunities. They also 

have a very good medical 
school outlook.”
-Josh Wilson, 

Wichita State University

“The main factor leading me 
down this path was growing 

up on a farm.”
-Joey Clark, 

Kansas State University

     As the school year comes 
to a close, seniors are being 
persuaded to choose their 
next path. 
     Graduates have the 
option to choose many 
different directions such as 
community college, four 
year college, trade college, 
or the workforce. 
     Some seniors shared 
their opinions and ideas 
about college and their 
future.
     Going to a four-year col-
lege was a common theme 
for many graduates.
     Nathan Ruby is attend-
ing Wichita State Univer-
sity. Ruby stated why he 
chose this school.
     “The cost is low, and it is 
a good engineering school,” 
he said.
     Along with Ruby, Josh 
Wilson will also be attend-
ing Wichita State Univer-
sity. He said he chose this 
school because of the small 
community feel and the 
medical school outlook.

     He shared the advantag-
es for his peers who choose 
a different path other than a 
four-year college.
     “You can start debt free 
and have several more years 
in your career. Also, no 
homework,” Wilson said.
     Jennah Ridder will be 
attending Washburn Univer-
sity in the fall, eventually 
enrolling in their radiology 
program.     
     She shared the pros and 
cons of attending an out-of-
state college.
     “If I 
were to 
choose 
to go out 
of state 
or out 
of the 
city, my 
parents wouldn’t be able 
to support me, but I would 
have a lot more freedom,” 
Ridder shared.
     Joey Clark has other 
plans after graduation, 
which he said have been 

influenced from growing up 
on a farm.
     “After graduation, I 
will still be working on the 
farm for the summer. When 
school starts back up, I’ll be 
heading to Manhattan where 
I will be attending K-State 
majoring in Ag business,” 
he said.
     He shared why trade 
school would be an advan-
tageous option for individu-
als.
     “Another good decision 
if you don’t plan on going 

to a four-year 
college after 
high school is 
go to a trade 
school. I went 
to Washburn 
Tech during 
high school 

and learned a trade. 
    “The world doesn’t just 
run on accountants and 
pencil pushers. The world 
needs skilled workers, too, 
and those jobs pay good 
money,” he explained.

“The world doesn’t just 
run on accountants and 
pencil pushers...” Clark 

said.

Photo by 
Don Brent 
Photography
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Paid to play; seniors sign to play sports in college

     Miller is playing softball next year and majoring in 
criminal justice. 
     She explained why she picked Kansas City Kansas 
Community College. 
     “I picked the college that I did because the coach-
ing staff was something I’ve never been around 
before, and the college is small where everybody will 
eventually know everybody,” she said.

KCKCC
Pratt CCBaker

     Dultmeier is playing baseball next year and majoring in exercise 
science. 
     He explained why he chose Baker University.
     “Baker interested me by the location, atmosphere, and the opportu-
nity to get a wonderful education as well as playing baseball,” he said. 
     He shared his goals.
     “My goals for next year are to be able to pitch at the varsity level and 
improve my mechanics,” Dultmeier said.

KSU JCCC

     Ferguson is running track 
next year, while also majoring 
in kinesiology and dietetics.    
     She shared her goals for the 
upcoming season. 
     “I guess my goals for the 
next season would just to be 
able to run times that are on 
pace with the Division 1 level,” 
she shared.

     Ferguson shared why she chose Kansas State University 
instead of taking up a different offer.
     “Yes, I got offers from other schools. I didn’t think they felt 
like my future home when I went to visit them,” she said.

     Burkhardt is playing softball and volleyball next year at 
Johnson County Community College and is undecided on 
her major. 
     She said she wants to further her education at Kansas 

State University studying 
interior design after two 
years at JCCC.
     She shared why she 
choose JCCC.
     “I did receive a few other 
offers although none of 
them were as beautiful of an 
area or they were four years 
which I was not interested 
in,” she said. 

Layout by Taylor Burkhardt
Staff Writer
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     Graves is running cross country next year 
and majoring in nursing. 
     She shared her goals for the upcoming year.     
     “My goal is to get at least 19 minutes (5k) 
but I want to get 18 something. If they have a 
school record then I want to beat that. I want to 
meet new people and get the best experience 
in college,” Graves said.

Photo by Cooper Davis 
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Staff changes in effect for entire district; retirements, resignations, swaps

     There are many changes 
taking place within the 
district for the next school 
year. Whether it be a teacher 
moving to a different job 
while staying in USD 372, or 
a teacher retiring, it’s hard to 
keep up with all the switches.
     After 35 years of teaching, 
34 of which were at Silver 
Lake, Biology Teacher Judy 
Hamilton has decided to 
retire. 
     Hamilton has taught a 
variety of subjects, including 
biology, anatomy, ecology, 
zoology, college biology, 
general science, general math, 
Pre-Algebra I and Pre-Alge-
bra II.
     Hamilton also shared why 
she decided to retire at the end 
of this school year.
     “I now have two adorable 
grandsons that I want to spend 
more time with.  And I will 
have the time to travel when-
ever I want,” she explained.
     Her replacement has not 
been hired as of the publica-
tion date.

     In the shop, Instructor Ian 
Reel is leaving his job to work 
in the private sector. Reel 
has been teaching at the high 
school for six years. 
     Reel shared what he is 
looking forward to in the 
future.
     “The most exciting part is 
also the most scary part. The 
unknown, the potential for 
success, and the potential for 
failure is all very scary, but 
yet exciting at the same time. 

It’s time for me to explore that 
different avenue that I have 
and make the best of it,” he 
said.
     Kelby Brown, junior high 
social studies teacher, is 
taking the job as high school 
shop teacher. Brown shared 
why he made the decision to 
move from social studies to 
shop.
     “It felt like a great op-
portunity for me to teach 
young people skills that they 
can take with them into the 
‘real world’ and apply them 

By Lexi Cobb
Staff Writer

to their everyday lives.  From 
remodeling their own home or 
starting a business, I believe I 
will be able to offer students 
so much more than I currently 
am,” he explained.
     Brown’s replacement is 
Mark Johnson. Johnson is 
new to Silver Lake and shared 
why he decided to teach in 
USD 372.
     “Silver Lake really was 
my dream destination for a 
school! I wanted to be in a 

strong community with good 
leadership, and that was close 
to home,” Johnson said.
     In the junior high english 
department, Teacher Karen 
Kroge is leaving Silver Lake 
to embark on a new journey in 
Kansas City. Kroge has taught 
at different schools and has 
taught multiple subjects. 
     Kroge shared where she 
has taught over the years.
     “I’ve taught high school 
social studies in Silver Lake, 
5-8 English Language Arts 
at a project based charter 

school in Emporia, Kansas, 
and most recently I’ve served 
for two years as a 7-8 English 
Language Arts teacher here 
at Silver Lake Jr/Sr High 
School,” Kroge shared.
     Her replacement is Sadie 
McGough. McGough is no 
stranger to the district, as she 
was a part of the Class of 
2012. Also, she has been long-
term subbing this year for 
Joan Thomas, second-grade 
teacher, and Shannon Vander-
bilt, sixth-grade teacher.
     At the grade school, Julie 
Ross, first-grade teacher, has 
decided to retire at the end of 
the school year. Ross has been 
teaching for 35 years, and has 
been teaching in USD 372 for 
28 years. She has taught at all 
different age levels but began 
and ended her career at the 
first grade level. 
     Ross shared what she is 
looking forward to most about 
her retirement.
     “I am just really looking 
forward to having more time 
to spend with my own family. 
I have eight grandkids, four 
adult children, and it will just 
be fun to have more time to 
devote with them,” she said.
     Tyler Seele is her replace-
ment. Seele was a former 
student and is currently the 
assistant coach for the high 
school baseball team.
     Another change in the 

grade school includes Librar-
ian Mary LaMar, who is retir-
ing after 28 years in educa-
tion. LaMar explained why 
she decided to retire at the end 
of this year.
     “I felt like this was the 
right time to retire. It will 
make the transition for the 
new librarian easier with the 
upcoming schedule changes in 
the 7-12 building,” she said.
     LaMar’s replacement is 
Fifth-Grade Teacher Carrie 
Podlena. Podlena has taught 
for 18 years but split her time 
between Avondale West and 
Silver Lake, teaching nine 
years at both schools.
     Podlena said she is excited 
and ready for the change.
     “I got my librarian en-
dorsement last year, and I re-
ally enjoyed all of my classes.  
Children’s books have always 
been my passion, and I love 
reading aloud to students… 
I just really want to get kids 
excited about books and 
motivate them to read,” she 
explained.
     Replacing Podlena is 
Sixth-Grade Teacher Shannon 
Vanderbilt. Vanderbilt has 
taught for six years, both at 
Silver Lake and Oskaloosa.
Vanderbilt shared what she is 
looking forward to most about 
her new position.
     “What I am looking 
forward to most is teaching 

Frenzy

Faculty

“Silver Lake really was my dream 
destination for a school! I 
wanted to be in a strong 
community with good 

leadership, and that was close to 
home,” Johnson said.

English/Language Arts, which 
is what my focus was in 
college. I am also looking for-
ward to planning new lessons 
over content I haven’t taught 
before,” she commented.
     Vanderbilt’s replacement 
has not yet been decided on 
by the board.
     All hires are contingent 
on the board’s approval at 
the May 10 board meeting.

Silver Lake Schools, 
USD 372

@SilverLakeEagle

Want to catch 
up on what you 

missed?

or visit the district website, 
www.silverlakeschools.org

Layout and photos by Abby 
Brockmann

Editor-in-Chief

Librarian Mary LaMar
Biology Teacher Judy Hamilton and 
Sophomore Rebecca Wagner

First Grade Teacher Julie Ross and 
First-Grader Kailynn Freed
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Bailee Arnold Olivia Beach Dawson Berndt Abby Brockmann Torey Burkhardt Riley Calderwood

Joey Clark Austyn Coltey Jackson Correa Jacey Creech Cassie Dewey Dalton Dultmeier

Alex Ferguson Sami Fischer Kyle Frick Payton Gillen Anastasia Graves Mackensie Haverkamp

Trace Henderson Dean Honas Garrett Huske Tyler Koelzer Kayla Lane Johanna Larson
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Congratulations 
class of 2017!

Layout by Abby Brockmann
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Tagen Lindstrom Isaac Lynch Thad Madere Ashley Martinek Cade McMillan Chelsea Miller
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Nathan Ruby Michael Schaefer Haulston Steele Jadon Taylor Ryan Wagner Haley Warbritton

Timmy Williams Josh Wilson Cheyanne Yette
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Guess that Senior!

By Abby Brockmann
Editor-In-Chief

1. Cassie Dewey 2. Josh Wilson 3. Chelsea Miller 4. Jadon Taylor 5. Haulston Steele 6. Mariah Pridey 7. Garrett Huske 8. Tagen Lindstrom 9. Ashley Martinek 10. Haley 
Warbritton 11. Sami Fischer 12. Abby Brockmann 13. Anastasia Graves 14. Austyn Coltey 15. Mackensie Haverkamp 16. Jacey Creech 17. Payton Gillen 18. Jacob Reeder 
19. Dalton Dultmeier 20. Torey Burkhardt 21. Joey Clark 22. Cheyanne Yette 23. Alex Ferguson 24. Olivia Beach 25. Kyle Frick 26. Dean Honas 27. Bailee Arnold 28. Dawson 
Berndt 29. Megan Risetter 30. Reagan Rickel 31. Ryan Wagner 32. Jennah Ridder 33. Riley Calderwood 34. Nathan Ruby 35. Jackson Correa 36. Tyler Koelzer 37. Thad Madere 
38. Kayla Lane 39. Isaac Lynch 40. Johanna Larson 41. Timmy Williams 42. Summer Root 43. Michael Schaefer 44. Trace Henderson 45. Cade McMillan

Answer key:

Can you match each senior with their baby
 picture? Try it out then check the answer key!

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8.

9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16.

17. 18. 19. 20. 21.

22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29.

30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37.

38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45.


