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Winter Royalty commences
    If you see high school students 
dressed in their pajamas on Tues-
day, Jan. 5 when returning from 
holiday break, it is not because 
they overslept. 
     It is because it is officially Win-
ter Royalty Spirit Week.
     Spirit Days are as follows: Tues-
day is “Pajama Day,” Wednesday 
is “Senior Citizen Day,” Thursday 
is “Squad Day,” and Friday is 
“Student Section Day.”
     As with Homecoming, there 
will be daily judging and prizes 
awarded for the best costumes.
     The events for Friday, Jan. 8 
include a candidate video at 8 
a.m. that will be shown to the 
high school student body as well 
as members of the candidates’ 
families. 
     There will also be a pep rally 

in the new gym at the end of the 
school day.
     According to Cyndi Circle, 
Student Council sponsor, “There 
will be range of characters in the 
lineup, which will include the 
candidates.”
    That evening, the Winter Roy-
alty crowning will occur after the 
boys’ varsity basketball game 
versus Rock Creek. The candi-
dates include Devon Jones, Carlie 
Thompson, Kolton Kirkwood, 
Kenzie Kriss, Taylor Martin, and 
Mariah Cook. Last year’s royalty, 
Greg Larson and Payton Rickel, 
will return for the ceremony.
     On Saturday, Jan. 9, StuCo 
is sponsoring a Winter Formal 
dance from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. in 
the commons area. The cost is $3 
per person or $5 per couple.

Winter Royalty pictures by Cyndi Circle

Mariah Cook and Taylor Martin Kolton Kirkwood and Kenzie Kriss Devon Jones and Carlie Thompson

Spirit Week begins Jan. 5; ceremony slated for Jan. 8



SPoRts page tWo SPoRts page thRee

W

     The freshmen boys came 
out with a bang this season as 
Dillon Byrne, Mason Griffin, 
and Wyatt Heiman all suited up 
varsity at the first game against 
Council Grove on Tuesday, Dec. 
8.
     Head Coach Linndy Frie-
den shared the qualities that 
made these freshmen varsity 
material.
     “I watched them this summer 
and evaluated them the first 
week of the season. We are 
going to suit up our best kids 
no matter what grade they’re 
in. I was not expecting three of 
them to be on varsity, but that’s 
how it turned out.
     “They are coachable and 
do not think they have all the 
answers. All three of these guys 
have played a lot of basketball 
during the off-season, which is 
how you get better. One big key 
will be… do they want to get 

better and not to be satisfied,” 
Frieden explained.
     Frieden shared what kinds of 
skills Byrne, Griffin, and Heiman 
will bring to the team.
     “They are long, athletic, and 
good shooters who can get to 
the basket,” he shared.
     This varsity squad is much 
different than previous years. 
     “This is the youngest team 
I have coached in 25 years. I 
cannot find the last time at 
Silver Lake that three freshmen 
suited up for varsity. On paper, 
this might be the best shooting 
team I have coached at Silver 
Lake,” Frieden said.
     Along with the freshmen, 
there are also sophomores who 
get to suit up and play varsity. 
These fellow underclassmen 
include Cale Adams, Keenan 
Baird, Will Boyd, and Brady 
Snook.
     Other varsity members 

Freshmen
By Abby Brockmann

include Juniors Dean Honas, 
Tyler Koelzer, and Ryan Wagner 
and Seniors Cole Baird, Blake 
Hallacy, and Blake Matzke.
     C. Baird is out with a foot-
ball injury and recent shoulder 
surgery, but he still attends all 
of the practices and games to 
assist the team.
     Griffin started playing 
basketball when he was 5 on a 
YMCA team with other fellow 
Silver Lake kids. He is a guard 
for the varsity squad.
     Griffin explained the tough-
est part about playing varsity.
     “Keeping up with the faster, 
stronger kids. I have to com-
pensate for my weaknesses,” 
he explained.
     As of now, shooting accuracy 
does not seem to be a weak-
ness for Griffin as he was the 
highest scorer in the first game 
against Council Grove with 18 
points, including six two’s and 

i n t e r s po r t s und erwa y

vs. Council Grove- W; 70-67
vs. Riley County- W; 59-49

vs. Burlington- L; 52-71
vs. St. Marys- W; 60-54

vs. Council Grove- W; 55-41
vs. Riley County- W; 53-49
vs. Burlington- W; 49-34
vs. St. Marys- W; 56-14

two three’s. 
     Against Riley County, Griffin 
was yet again the leading scor-
er with 26 points. 
     He followed up as the leading 
scorer at Burlington, scoring 16 
points.
     Along with Griffin, at the 
Council Grove game Byrne and 
Heiman scored three points 
each, including one three-point 
shot for Byrne and one two-
point shot and one free throw 
for Heiman.
     Byrne is both a guard and 
a post and has been playing 
since he was in first-grade. He 
explained his reaction when he 
found out he would be playing 
varsity.
     “I was nervous because I 
didn’t know how it was going 
to work out being a freshman 
trying to work with the upper-
classmen. When I went into the 
gym I had only really talked to 

To see the article in its
entirety, click here.
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Freshman 
Mason Griffin

Onaga- Overall first place finish (172.5 points). First place finishers- Jordan Priddy, Scott 
Kuhn, Dalton Dultmeier, Gable Howerton and Hunter Howerton. Second Place Finishers- 
Cody Priddy and Cole Bradford. Other top finishers- Jessie Renfro (third), Timmy Nesbitt 

(fourth), Timmy Williams (fourth), and Ethan Corton (sixth).

Abilene- First place finisher- Gable Howerton. Second place finishers- Dalton Dultmeier 
and Hunter Howerton. Other top finishers- Jordan Priddy (third), and Timmy Nesbitt 

(fifth).
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http://silverlakeschools.org/207788_3
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This month’s recipe is: Christmas Funfetti Cake 
Batter Truffles

SAMI’S COOKING CORNER 

INGREDIENTS:
1 cup white cake mix
1/2 cup all purpose flour
1/2 cup granulated sugar
1/4 cup butter, melted
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
2 tablespoons milk
1 tablespoon Christmas sprinkles plus more for 
decoration
1 1/2 cups white chocolate chips or vanilla 
almond bark

DIRECTIONS:
In a large bowl, whisk cake mix, flour and sugar. Stir in melted butter, vanilla, milk and sprinkles. Mixture should 
be moist and be able to hold its shape easily when formed. Using a cookie scoop, form mixture into even balls 
and refrigerate 20-30 minutes.

In the meantime, melt chocolate in a double boiler or slowly in the microwave. Using a fork, drop one of the cake 
batter truffles into the chocolate and roll around to coat. Tap off the excess gently and transfer to cookie sheet 
lined with wax paper. Top with more sprinkles, if desired.

           Scholars Bowl:                                       
   

JV at Wamego: 
7 wins, 2 losses, Third Place

Varsity at Mission Valley:
9 wins, 0 losses, First Place

Varsity at Silver Lake:
6 wins, 2 losses

Photo by Colton Swaim

Buzzer Beaters
Scholars Bowl team brings home hardware

A Winning Squad
Bigger isn’t always better

     For the Scholars Bowl team, this 
season has proven triumphant as 
they have captured three  medals 
altogether in JV and varsity. Junior 
Nathan Ruby is a team member 
who said he enjoys the activity.
     “I enjoy learning about different 
facts because it helps my knowl-
edge increase,” Ruby said.
     There is a multitude of catego-
ries, so the team must support their 
weaknesses. Ruby has helped with 
those aspects.
     “I think that Fine Arts is my 
strongest category because I know 
most of the music questions. My 
weakest category, however, is 
language arts because I have never 
been spectacular at English,” Ruby 
commented.

                      Debate:

Faith Scheibmeir, Sydney Monteith:
Sixth Place at Emporia, second at 

Seaman, fourth at Shawnee Heights

Claire Austin and Keith Nagy:
Fourteenth at Washburn Rural

Scheibmeir, Monteith, Austin, Nagy:
Regional Champions

     Behind any successful team is a  good 
coach. Science Teacher and Coach Judy 
Hamilton talked about the team’s victo-
ries.                
     “This team has been successful, and I 
am definitely not surprised by that. They 
have the ability to do great at the activi-
ty,” Hamilton commented.
     She said she also notices differences in 
this year’s team. 
     “I think that we’ve got more aggres-
sive with buzzing in, mainly because we 
aren’t afraid to fail. We know what works 
now,” Hamilton responded.
     Lastly, Hamilton talked about how she 
plans to keep the team going through 
the season.
     “We have to stay sharp. It’s always a 
challenge because of how few meets 
are left. That’s why we need practice,” 
Hamilton said.

     This season’s debate squad 
is finishing strong as they went 
11-1 at regionals on Saturday, 
becoming regional champs.   
     The regional team consisted 
of Senior Sydney Monteith 
and Sophomores Claire Austin, 
Keith Nagy, and Faith Scheib-
meir. Freshman Saxton John-
son served as an alternate.
     There has been strength in 
small numbers. Monteith ex-
plained what his biggest goal 
was this year.
     “My biggest goal was to 
teach the underclassmen how 
to be better debaters as well 
as better decision-makers,” 
Monteith said.
     Monteith also explained 
how debate has impacted his 
life.
     “Debate has opened my 
eyes to a whole new world. It 
has taught me how to navigate

life effectively while still main-
taining my own personality,” 
Monteith explained.
     English Teacher Michelle 
Taylor is a former debater and 
is also the debate and forensics 
coach. She shared what it takes 
to be champions.  
     “I think that to be success-
ful, you have to want it. You 
have to show that drive and 
energy for whatever that you 
are passionate for. That’s why 
I think that we do well,” Taylor 
commented.
     Taylor said she thinks that 
even with small numbers, win-
ning is obviously still possible.
     “Our team is definitely on 
the small side, but that doesn’t 
mean that we can’t be good. 
We’ve brought our fair share 
of hardware home, and I want 
to see us keep doing that for 
awhile,” Taylor commented. 

Photo by Colton Swaim

To see the debate and Scholars Bowl articles in their 
entirety, click here.

Layout and articles by Colton Swaim
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     Sophomore Cheyenne 
Bottom may come off as soft 
spoken, but her singing voice is 
anything but that.
     Bottom has a passion for 
singing, and she has brought 
this passion into vocal con-
certs, a musical, and even the 
classroom.
     She explained her favorite 
part about singing.
     “My favorite part about 
singing is how happy it makes 
other people when I sing. When 
I sing it makes me happy, and I 
have a huge smile on my face,” 
Bottom shared.
     Bottom participated in hon-
ors choir at McClure Elemen-
tary School in Topeka. She said 
that during those years, she 
took choir every chance 
she could get.
     Since Bottom was new as 
a freshman at Silver Lake last 
year, she has seen some differ-
ences between her last music 
program and the program at 
USD 372.
     “My other school was bigger 
but had a smaller choir. Each 
school has different opinions on 
singing,” she said.
     Singing isn’t Bottom’s only 
passion. She also plays the 
guitar, trumpet, flute, violin, 

and piano.
     Social Studies teacher Steven 
Meier shared how Bottom has 
brought her musical abilities to 
his Modern Civilizations class.
     “Cheyenne talked about a 
12-string guitar, and I hadn’t 
heard of one of those before. 
I asked her if she would bring 
it to class, along with her six- 
string guitar to demonstrate. 
She said yes and played some 
songs for us.
     “She has since talked and 
also written songs with histor-
ical and informative lyrics to 
modern day melodies. Music 
allows her to open up and show 
off her ability,” Meier explained. 
     Nerves are a factor when it 
comes to Bottom’s singing, but 
she has a positive outlook when 
it comes to getting nervous.
     “Yes, I get extremely ner-
vous. I just have to go out there 
and start singing and then 
notice that it’s all fine and I can 
do it,” she shared.
     Overall, singing is a way for 
Bottom to open up and get out 
of her shell. 
     “When I sing it makes me a 
happier person, and makes me 
crawl out of my shell.  I can’t 
imagine myself without sing-
ing,” Bottom commented.

By Halie Bouton amd Abby Brockmann

Snowflakes and singing 

Bottom stays busy during 
winter with her singing
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