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     Administrators in USD 372 are making a jump from tradi-
tional textbook learning to a more hands-on approach. Three 
new learning opportunities on the horizon include a district 
greenhouse, a T-shirt shop, and a student-run photography busi-
ness.
     Brad Womack, junior/senior high school principal, laid out 
the timeline for the greenhouse. 

tion” program, and DuPoint Pioneer donated $2,500 toward 
the greenhouse installation. The district will pay the remaining 
balance. 
     Womack explained why the decision to add a greenhouse 
now is beneficial for students and teachers. 
     “At this time, all the necessary components of school and 
community support, additional funding sources, and the oppor-
tunity fitting into our current vision have come together to make 
this the right time to move forward,” Womack said.
      Nick Hamilton, agricultural science teacher, said he will use 
every chance he can get for more teaching opportunities for his 
students. 
      “It will have an everyday use. There will be certain students, 
especially if it’s going to be centered or close to our classroom, 
that will go out and be responsible for watering, checking tem-
peratures, pulling weeds, and things like that. 
     “Definitely going to use it in the spring because we plan 
to support a plant sale every spring. We can kind of bring that 
back and have a traditional selling of the plants to the public,” 
Hamilton stated. 
     He explained how his students will use the greenhouse.
     “On my end, we are going to talk about photosynthesis, plant 
breeding, or crossbreeding of different types of plants, grafting 
different forms of asexual reproduction in plants. We will also 
study some of the commercial end of horticulture by having a 
plant sale or teaching some of the kids how to mass produce 
some of these plants,” he said.
     Hamilton said he looks forward to students getting to experi-
ment and explore outside the traditional classroom. 

     “I feel we will have a positive reaction from students. I see 
a lot of my kids liking it when we go out in the shop and get 
out of the desks and move around. Several students should 
respond to it in the aspect that maybe if they struggle taking 
notes and learning from a book, they are going to actually get 
to do hands-on so they should be able to utilize it.
     “It is an opportunity to take what they are learning from 
Powerpoints and notes and put it into a hands-on situation 
where they can actually see science happening,” Hamilton 
explained. 
     He said he will be able to use the facility to change his 
teaching style. 
     “It gives me a hands-on situation for some of the sciences 
that I’m teaching in my classroom, and it gives me a place 
where I can direct kids on how to do something and then they 
can go experience it,” Hamilton said. 
     Sue Barnes, sixth-grade science teacher, will use the green-
house to her advantage to enhance her students’ learning. 
     “Having a greenhouse offers students hands-on experiential 
learning opportunities through science, math, and language 
arts. The greenhouse will allow students to be actively en-
gaged in their project from start to finish, and hopefully have 
that personal connection to their learning. 
     “The greenhouse will give the students that opportunity 
to explore through inquiry and connect what they learn in the 
classroom to real life. Having a greenhouse will also allow 
for project based learning. Last year, I didn’t have the Science 
Fair, but I am planning on bringing it back this year. I can see 
students being able to use the greenhouse for their fair projects 
in the future,” Barnes stated. 
     She said the greenhouse could potentially be used for all 
elementary level students.
     “Students will be actively engaged in their learning and 
will be able to have a visual from start to finish. For instance, 

     “I was hoping for us to be able to use it next semester. They 
would build it in the next couple of months and then use it next 
semester. After talking with the architect last week, he’s not so 
sure they would be able to do it that fast. Worst case scenario 
would be in August of next school year. If everything goes 
faster, we may be able to get into second semester of this year. 
     “We hope that it will be at or below $200,000 and that 
includes all of the plumbing and electricity and everything that 
goes along with it. We do not have a final budget yet,” Womack 
explained.  
     The greenhouse was made possible by two companies and 
their generosity. Monsanto awarded Silver Lake with a $10,000 
grant through their “America’s Farmers Grow Rural Educa-
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The L     king Glass

By Abby Brockmann
Eagle Times Editor-in-Chief

     The term “goals” has 
become widespread in the 
very worst way throughout 
the years. Instead of being 
happy with the lifestyle, 
body, or possessions some-
one might have, society 
has become restlessly 
unhappy with who they are 
and what they possess.
     Social media is an 
outlet for teens and adults 
to express themselves and 
to take a break from the 
world to get a laugh in, 
but for males, and mainly 
females, their insecurities 
are tested by this social 
outlet.
     Perfectly edited photos 
of girls with flawless bod-

ies, porcelain skin, and 
teeth as white as pearls 
pierce through a teen-
age girl’s eyes and set a 
standard that is impossible 
to achieve.
     The media is imperi-
ously shoving the idea of a 
“perfect body” or “perfect 
lifestyle” down people’s 
throats, creating a seem-
ingly endless cycle of inse-
curity and dissatisfaction. 
     My question is: when 
will it stop?
     Being an incredibly 
media-heavy society, in-
nocently scrolling through 
your Twitter or Insta-
gram feed can turn into a 
detrimental rendezvous 
with you and your phone; 
turning you into a fiend 
who desperately wants to 
get lips like Kylie Jenner’s 
or legs like Carrie Under-
wood’s.
     Since when did that 
become everyone’s goals? 
Who was it that set stan-
dards by which every male 
and female has to live and 
breathe?
     According to Kasey L. 
Serdar, Ph.D., Licensed 

Psychologist, “Mass 
media’s use of such unre-
alistic models sends an im-
plicit message that in order 
for a woman to be consid-
ered beautiful, she must 
be unhealthy. The mindset 
that a person can never be 
‘too rich or too thin’ is all 
too prevalent in society, 
and it makes it difficult 
for females to achieve any 
level of contentment with 
their physical appearance.” 
(“Female Body Image and 
the Mass Media: Perspec-
tives on How Women In-
ternalize the Ideal Beauty 
Standard.”)
     Body image does not 
only pertain to physical 
appearance; the saying 
“His/her Instagram feed 
is goals!” has become a 
reigning chant in the social 
media world.
     Why are other people’s 
feeds a source of worry? 
A certain image has taken 
over the minds of social 
media users far and wide, 
and they end up compar-
ing and beating themselves 
down if their Instagram 
feed doesn’t look a certain 

way.
     Self-depreciation 
should not stem from 
something as trivial as 
someone’s social media 
appearance. Having the 
desire to look and act like 
someone else is heav-
ily induced by the media, 
and something needs to 
change.
     Seeing people such 
as Sadie Robertson or 
her various hip friends 
on Instagram or Twitter, 
finding myself wanting to 
be more like them is not 
unusual. Instead of being 
happy with my wardrobe, 
lifestyle, or body, insecu-
rity sweeps in and says, 
“You need to change. Be 
more like her. Ditch your 
true self.” 
     Don’t let insecurity 
have sovereignty. Don’t let 
your “#goals” outweigh 
your happiness. 
     Instead of hiding behind 
a screen, trying to forge 
yourself into someone you 
know you’re not meant to 
be, embrace your true self 
and be as you are. 
     Let self-love prevail.

Body image vs. social media: will self-love prevail?
Photos by Abby Brockmann

What’s your take ?

How does social media affect 
the way you view yourself?

Social media affects the way I see myself  be-
cause if  I see a picture that someone else posted 

with me in it and just knowing that everyone 
else can see it makes me nervous, especially if  
I don’t necessarily look good in it. Or if  I post a 
picture and then start having second thoughts 
and questioning myself  whether I’m okay with 

everyone seeing it or not, that is not a very good 
feeling.

Right now there seems to be a trend of  posting 
your healthy lifestyle all over Instagram, and 
when I see people posting about their super 

healthy food and how they work out all the time, 
it definitely makes me feel like I need to get a 
move on and live a healthier life. That feeling 
never sticks, though, so I wouldn’t say social 

media affects my body image too much.

“

“

“

“

Freshman Jayme Lindstrom

Junior Calen Schuckman
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Kimberlynn Uhl

     Annette Fieger instructs high 
school special education students. 
This is her first year teaching in 
the classroom, but she has been a 
substitute teacher since graduat-
ing from Washburn University. 
Fieger has subbed in the Auburn-
Washburn school district and at 
Silver Lake and Hays. 
     Fieger explained why she 
wanted to work at Silver Lake.

     “Silver Lake is a small community, (and) working in the school gives you 
a chance to contribute to the lives of your neighbors, friends and family. Not 
many other districts can boast that they have that kind of connection with the 
patrons,” Fieger said.
     Fieger described her favorite part about teaching.
     “(My favorite part is) when ‘the lightbulb turns on!’ Teachers and parents 
know what I mean...that moment when what you’ve been working so hard to 
teach just ‘clicks’ for a student, and you realize you’ve found just the right 
words or just the right way to help them,” Fieger explained.
     Fieger described what she would like to accomplish with her students this 
year.
     “I would like to remind them that learning is fun! No matter what the sub-
ject is...there is always a way to ‘bring it to life,’” Fieger stated.

Where did you used to go to school? 
 Grand Prairie High School in Dallas, TX
Why did you move to Silver Lake?
Better opportunities
What activities/sports are you involved/will be 
involved in?
The musical, basketball, and track
What are three words to describe yourself?
Average, quiet, and hungry
What’s your favorite movie?
“The Nightmare Before Christmas” 
What’s your biggest pet peeve?
Chewing with your mouth open 
What’s your favorite food and why?
Burgers because why not
If you could go anywhere in the world, where 
would you go?
Australia
If you had a million dollars, what would you 
buy?
A Chick-fil-A restaurant 
What’s your favorite animal?
Elephant

     Uhl replaced Jerry Bol-
lig, former high school sci-
ence teacher, who taught for 
20 years at Silver Lake. Uhl 
graduated from SLHS in 2004 
and studied at Washburn University. She has been teaching for seven years 
and recently taught science classes at Shawnee Heights High School for six 
years. 
     She described why she wanted to become a teacher.
     “I have wanted to be a teacher since I was in grade school because I 
love to help others, and when I was in college I realized that I really wanted 
to teach science to young people,” Uhl explained.
     Uhl is currently teaching physical science, chemistry, and physics. 
     She explained why she wanted to work at Silver Lake.
     “I absolutely love this community and really enjoyed my education, so 
I thought this was an amazing opportunity to join a wonderful district to 
share my passion for science with young minds,” Uhl said.

Where did you used to go to school? 
Wabaunsee High School
What activities/sports are you involved/will be involved 
in?
Basketball and softball
What are three words to describe yourself?
Average, clumsy, and clueless
What’s your favorite movie?
Finding Nemo
What’s your biggest pet peeve?
People chewing really loud
If you could have a superpower, what would it be?
Invisibility
If you could go anywhere in the world, where would 
you go?
Not Kansas
If you had a million dollars, what would you buy?
A million things from the dollar store
What’s your favorite animal?
Elephant

By Kennedy Kats
Staff Writer

      Silver Lake High School has welcomed two new 
students, Senior Bailee Arnold and Junior Lauren 
Newell. SLHS also hired two former students, Kim-
berlynn Uhl and Annette Fieger, to serve as its newest 
science and special education teachers.

New girls in town

Annette Fieger

Bailee Arnold

Lauren Newell

Senior
Ju

ni
or

Photos by 
Kennedy Kats



Compassion beyond words

 By Abby Brockmann
Eagle Times Editor-in-Chief
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                         Devin Greeve

     On Thursday, Aug. 18, 
tragedy struck in Silver Lake. 
Senior Devin Greeve, Fresh-
man Tyler Crouse, and Sixth 
Grader Gaby Greeve were 
killed in a quadruple fatality 
car wreck along US Highway 
24. 
     The fourth fatality was 
Lance Lenard of Rossville. 
Lenard was the head coach 
and organizer of the NEK 
Track Club and coached many 
Silver Lake athletes over the 
years.
     Although the three students 
are deeply missed by the 
entire district, a few students 
and faculty members recently 
remembered the kind-hearted, 
selfless, and compassionate 
young souls.
     Junior High Math Teacher 
Shelley Lane and Freshman 
Seth Evans shared what they 
will miss most about Crouse.

     “I will miss Tyler’s 
comments that were often 
unrelated to the task at hand, 
but always made me stop and 
smile. He had a way of keep-
ing everything in perspec-
tive,” Lane shared.
     “I miss the constant loud-
ness and hilarious moments 
that impacted everyone’s 
lives,” Evans said.
     According to Michelle 
Taylor, high school English 
teacher, D. Greeve rarely was 
seen without a smile on his 
face.
     “I will miss his smile 
and his 
kindness. 
I can 
probably 
count the 
number 
of times I 
didn’t see 
Devin 
with a 
smile on two hands. Devin 
was so kind, and usually 
very happy. I feel like a lot of 
people didn’t get to see that 
because they were put off by 
his randomness. 
     “Devin, though, accepted 
everyone on face. And he was 
very good at reading people. 
He had this habit that when I 
would yell at the class or if I 
looked upset, he would say, 
‘Miss Taylor, you look like 
you need a hug.’ This would 

usually make me more angry, 
but it was just such a Devin 
thing,” Taylor shared. 
     Senior Isaac Lynch was 
one of D. Greeve’s friends 
who accepted his randomness.
     “I will miss Devin’s ran-
dom ideas the most. Logically 
and sometimes even scientifi-
cally, they were impossible 
yet always fascinating,” 
Lynch said.
     Sixth Graders Tayler 
Juedes and Alaina Smith 
recalled what they will miss 
most about G. Greeve.
     “How she stood up for 

people,” 
Juedes said.
     “The 
comments 
she made and 
the caring 
she would 
give. Some-
times she 
would make 

really funny comments for 
some reason, and whenever 
I was in a fight she would 
always be on my side, even if 
it was against two of her best 
friends, she would always be 
on my side,” Smith recounted.
     For Smith, when it came to 
the impact G. Greeve had on 
her life, it was anything but 
small.
     “She impacted me because 
I was always trying to do the 
best I could, and always try-

ing to be good and not do any-
thing wrong. When I would 
do stuff wrong and I wouldn’t 
know why, she would actually 
help me understand what was 
wrong and help me know how 
to fix it,” Smith said.
     Fifth Grade Teacher Carrie 
Podlena described the similar 
impact G. Greeve had on her 
life.
     “Gaby taught me the 
importance of being yourself 
and not 
changing 
just to 
please 
others. 
She was 
very 
confident 
in herself 
and who 
she was. 
She also 
taught 
me you 
should 
never 
give up 
on your 
dreams. Gaby was a very 
determined young woman 
who had dreams of being a 
pediatric nurse and adopting 
troubled teens or babies,” 
Podlena said.
     Evans shared the impact 
that Crouse had on his life.
     “He was my friend no 
matter what we did or talked 

about,” he shared.
     Lane agreed with Evans on 
Crouse’s persistence.
     “Tyler taught me how to 
smile through the tough times. 
The opportunities that I had to 
work one-on-one with Tyler 
were the most rewarding. It 
was after being able to sit and 
talk with Tyler about things 
outside of math class that I 
realized what an amazing 
young man he truly was,” 

Lane explained.
     D. Greeve, a former debate 
student of Taylor’s, felt like 
family to her.
     “When a kid joins debate 
or forensics, they become my 
kids, they become my family. 
We laugh, we yell, we have 
fun, and we just experience so 
many things together. Devin 

taught me to appreciate all of 
my students, even the ones 
that on face, other people may 
not appreciate. 
     “Devin had so many great 
qualities that a lot of people 
didn’t bother to see. His kind-
ness, his wonder, his smile, 
his gentleness, his random-
ness...all of these things left 
an impact on me and the other 
people that were willing to get 
to know him,” Taylor said.

     According 
to Lynch, D. 
Greeve opened 
his eyes to new 
perspectives.
     “The impact 
Devin had on my 
life was big. I 
think his impact 
helped me to be 
more open to 
new ideas and 
explore them. He 
was always com-
ing up with some 
crazy stuff that 
was interesting 
and just kinda 

out there,” Lynch explained.
     When it came to choosing 
three adjectives to describe G. 
Greeve, Podlena, Juedes, and 
Smith had no trouble coming 
up with a variety of admirable 
words.
     “Confident, friendly, and 
determined,” Podlena said.
     “Mighty, artistic, and 

                      
Tyler Crouse

                        G
aby Greeve

“I miss the constant 
loudness and hilarious 

moments that 
impacted everyone’s 
lives,” Evans said.
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In loving memory of Devin and Gaby Greeve, and Tyler Crouse
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silly. Mighty because she 
stood up for anyone. If you 
were getting treated bad or 
someone was picking on us, 
she would stand up for us and 
tell them to stop. Creative 
because she loved to draw and 
she was always really good 
at drawing. Silly because she 
would always tell us really 
funny jokes or just make silly 
faces,” Juedes said.
     “Artistic, creative, and 
free. Free because she didn’t 
care what anyone would think 
about her. 
She’s artistic 
because she 
would draw 
in any free 
time. She’s 
creative 
because 
whenever we 
would make 
projects, she 
would go 
overboard 
because she wanted it to be 
the best, which I thought that 
it was,” Smith recalled. 
     Lynch and Taylor shared 
three adjectives they would 
use to describe D. Greeve.
     “Creative, passionate, and 
funny,” Lynch said.
     “I would describe Devin 
as goofy, kind, and easygoing. 
Devin was very go with the 
flow. He never stressed too 
much, he always smiled at ev-

eryone, and a lot of times he 
was talking about some crazy 
thing he had read,” Taylor 
described.
     Crouse was an easy 
subject for Evans and Lane to 
describe.
     “Funny and one-in-a-
million,” Evans said.
     “Spirited, kindhearted, and 
lively,” Lane shared.
     According to Lane, Crouse 
proved to have a character of 
selflessness and care toward 
his fellow classmates.

     “Last year during one of 
our blocks we decided to 
make origami designs for a 
classmate. The kids had the 
opportunity to find a design 
they were interested in and 
follow the directions to try to 
fold their designs. Everyone 
quickly realized that Tyler 
was the expert at understand-
ing the steps and getting 
everyone to the end of their 
designs when they were stuck. 

     “He even gave up one of 
his elective blocks to come 
back down and assist in one 
of the later classes. I guaran-
tee some of the designs would 
have been left unfinished if 
it had not been for Tyler. He 
was so patient with anyone 
and everyone that needed 
help! I loved watching Tyler 

take this over,” Lane 
described.
     Evans accredited 
Crouse for being someone 
with whom to laugh.
     “My favorite moments 
are when we did anything 
and we laughed and joked 
about it,” he shared.
     D. Greeve provided 
for many interesting 
stories for friends and 
faculty. Taylor shared one 

of the many stories she 
loves most.
     “There are a lot of Devin 
stories, but one of my favor-
ites was when Devin was a 
novice in debate, I was talking 
in class and he raised his hand 
randomly and said, ‘Miss 
Taylor, this weekend I learned 
how to make chloroform.’ It 
was completely random and 
had nothing to do with what I 
was talking about, but a very 

Devin thing to say.
     “I told him he should be 
careful about sharing that 
because the 
only people 
who use 
chloroform 
are serial 
killers, and 
he said, ‘Oh 
no, Miss 
Taylor, I 
wouldn’t 
actually use 
it on any-
one, I’m a pacifist.’ He said 
it in such a innocent manner, 
like he was totally bewildered 
that chloroform could be used 
for unsavory purposes. Most 
of my favorite stories about 
Devin include him talking 
about all of the things he 
read,” Taylor explained.
     Ac-
cording to 
Podlena, 
G. Greeve 
was best 
remembered as being an 
enthusiastic listener and story-
teller.
     “Gaby, along with about 
five other students, were not 
in band last year. Normally I 
made them read or work on 

homework when the band 
students were gone, but one 
day towards the end of the 
year we just sat around tell-
ing funny stories the whole 
time. Ever since Gaby passed 
away, I remember her smile 
on that day and how much she 

enjoyed 
tell-
ing and 
listening 
to the 
stories,” 
Podlena 
shared.
     
Podlena 
described 
the pride 

she felt in G. Greeve.
     “I had been looking for 
Gaby in the hallways so that I 
could tell her how proud I was 
of her fifth grade state assess-
ment scores. She had worked 
so hard on those tests in the 
spring; always one of the last 
ones done and showing all of 

her work. I 
had not run 
into her yet, 
so I would 
tell her how 

much I appreciated her hard 
work and effort,” Podlena 
shared.
     In reflection, Lane shared 
what she wishes she could say 
to Crouse one last time.
     “Thank you for leaving 

your mark! We love you and 
will never forget you,” she 
said.
     Taylor shared her final 
words for D. Greeve.
     “Thank you for being 
you,” she said.
     Lastly, Juedes and Smith 
said their final words in trib-
ute to G. Greeve.
     “I miss you and I wish you 
were here right now,” Juedes 
said. 
     “I miss you,” Smith said.
 

“I miss you.”
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SL is LOCO
Students go for gold during Homecoming week

By Abby Brockmann
Eagle Times Editor-in-Chief

     Homecoming was on 
Friday, Oct. 7 with the 
theme of “Training for the 
2020 Olympics.” 
     Homecoming week was 
set in motion by an Olym-
pic opening ceremony on 
Monday morning. 
     The student body 
selected the following 
royalty candidates: Torey 

Burkhardt, Cassie Dewey, 
Mackensie Haverkamp, 
Kayla Lane, Dalton Dult-
meier, Dean Honas, Tyler 
Koelzer, and Ryan Wagner.
     Due to deadlines, the 
results of the crowing can 
be found on the district’s 
social media and website.
     Spirit dress-up days 
were as follows: Mon.-
Getting Rest Before the 
Olympics/ PJ Day, Tues.-
Touring the Arenas/ Tourist 
Day, Wed.-Favorite Athlete 
Day,  Thurs.-U.S.A. Day, 
and Fri.-Spirit Day.
     Spirit day dress-up win-
ners were as follows: 
Mon.- Dalton Dultmeier, 
Jordan Mountain, Tucker 
McCaffrey and Keith 

Nagy; Tues.- Haulston 
Steele, Cooper Davis, and 
Micki Moore; Wed.- Logan 
Matzke, Caleb Schwarz, 
Cassie Dewey, Torey Bur-
khardt, Ashley Martinek, 
Mackensie Haverkamp, 
and Leah Gustafson; 
Thurs.- Leah Gustafson, 
Gabe TenEyck, and Caden 
Cromer.
     The community parade 
was held at 1:45 p.m. on 
Friday around town.  
     The football team 
kicked off the night against 
Riley County.
     Scores can be found on 
the district’s social media 
and website. 
http://www.silverlakeschools.org/

     

     

Want to catch 
up on what you 

missed?

Silver Lake 
Schools, USD 372

@SilverLakeEagle
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Eagles soar across the seas

By Mackensie Haverkamp
Head of Social Media

     Over the summer, some of Silver Lake’s 
very own Eagles were given the opportunity to 
travel across the sea. Their travels consisted of 
backpacking across Europe to visiting family 
in Japan. Each experience was unique, and 
every story held life changing moments and 
memories. Faculty and students shared their 
most treasured and memorable moments from 
their trips across the globe.

All photos provided

I am always reminded of 
the importance of being 

open-minded,     
Kroge said.

“
“

    
     Karen Kroge, junior high english teacher, took the summer to travel across the 
continent of Europe. Kroge was able to travel with her friend Rachelle, a teacher from 
Portland. Together they tried to conquer Europe in 21 days, one city at a time.
      Together they backpacked through England, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
and Belgium; sightseeing, visiting friends, and eating the local dishes along the way. 
     “We visited the top tourist attractions in each place that we stayed. London and 
Paris, in particular, kept us extremely busy. Furthermore, we visited with friends and 
family friends. When we weren’t visiting with people, navigating public transporta-
tion, sightseeing, or walking around, we were eating. For example, when in England 
we had a traditional English breakfast, crepes in France, Black Forest cake in the 
Black Forest, and witlof and ham in Belgium,” Kroge said.
     Kroge is a very seasoned traveler who has attempted to visit a new country every 
year since her trip back in 2009 when she went to China. She said her travels have 
taught her to push the boundaries and keep an open mind.
     “Each time I travel, I am always reminded of the importance of being open-
minded. This trip was no exception in reiterating this. When traveling you are forced 
outside of what you are use to experiencing in your everyday comfort zone. Be open. 
Instead of passing judgement on what is different, observe and learn with an attitude 
of gratitude open mind. In other words, use travel as a learning and growing experi-
ence in order to achieve self betterment,” Kroge said. 
     Kroge had many amazing experiences interwoven in her three week adventure, 
but she said her favorite was bicycling the grounds from Belgium to Holland with her 
friends Rachelle and Xenia. 
     “My favorite day of this trip was when Rachelle, Xenia, and I bicycled 100K from 
Belgium to Holland and back! A smile was plastered across my face as I reflected on 
the fact that without my previous travels, this moment of three adventurous people 
bicycling together would never have occurred,” Kroge said. 
     Looking back on this summer’s adventures, Kroge advised to any future travelers 
that before going anywhere, you should do your research and know your heritage. 
     “Prior to this trip, both my parents pulled out their family genealogy books. It was 
neat to trace both my dad’s and my mom’s side of the family back to Germany. There 
is value in knowing, researching, and exploring your heritage,” Kroge said.  
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    Senior Sami Fischer was able to travel to Poland this summer for World 
Youth Day, a widely celebrated event for the youth of the Catholic Church 
where teenagers become more engrossed in their religion, interact with others 
who participate in the same religion, and are able to participate in mass with 
the current Pope. 
     On this trip, Fischer traveled to many of Poland’s cities with a group of 
people who were from her home church that is based in Rossville.
     “Mostly we were in Krakow for the festivities, but we also traveled to Leg-
nica, Wadowice, which is the birthplace of Saint John Paul II, and other small 
towns, chapels, and churches,” Fischer said. 
     Fischer had a couple reasons for traveling to Poland. Her desire to see the 
world and invest more into her religion is what drove her to go halfway across 
the world. 
     “There were two reasons I went on this trip. First was the fact that I wanted 
to see the world, and second was to see the Pope. While I was in Poland, the 
Pope gave a talk about how he was glad that we were all excited to see him, 
but the reason we were all there was because of Jesus and mass,” she said. 
     Fischer said she was able to make memories that would have never been 
made had she not had the courage to visit a place so far away from home.
     “This trip taught me a lot about my faith and a lot about myself. My fa-
vorite part of the trip was being able to experience new things and make new 
friends, as well as getting to celebrate mass with that many people,” Fischer 
said. 
     Some advice she would give to anyone planning on traveling to Poland 
would be to prepare for the weather. 
     “Bring a rain jacket and an umbrella! Almost every day we were there it 
rained at some point in the day. The weather there is even more unpredictable 
than here in Kansas,” Fischer said. 

     Over the summer, Sophomore Jason Schro-
eder and his family went to Japan to see his older 
brother that was studying abroad. While they were 
there visiting, they were able to see many Japanese 
shrines and temples. Schroeder said the trip gave 
him a sense of worldliness, and was able to expand 
his views on other cultures. 
     “[Japan] gave me a perspective of a culture that 
I had never witnessed before. It was eye opening 
to see how different other cultures are,” Schroeder 
said. 
     While overseas, Schroeder consumed various 
native foods and participated in some local tradi-
tions. He said that his favorite was the Japanese 
baseball game.
     “My favorite part about the trip was the Japa-
nese baseball game I went to because, in Japanese 
baseball, the crowds are a much larger part of the 
game,” Schroeder said. 
     Schroeder came home from the trip as an advo-
cate of the food over in Japan, and that if anyone 
were to decide to take a trip to Japan they should 
try it as well. 
     “I would recommend to try all the foods, even 
if they look gross, because it’s all part of the expe-
rience,” Schroeder said.

     Junior Claire Austin was able to make a trip over summer 
break that she had been longing to take. Austin and her fam-
ily went to Tokyo, Japan. While on vacation, Austin said she 
explored, shopped, and met relatives for the first time. 
     “Going to Japan is something I’ve always wanted to do, so 
actually being able to go and experience everything was amaz-
ing.
     “In Japan I mostly explored the city and shopped. I actually 
got to meet some of my cousins as well...I’ve always known we 
had family over there, but actually meeting my relatives was re-
ally cool,” Austin said. 
     Austin expressed her love of the food in Japan by stating it 
was one of her favorite parts of the trip. 
     “The food was easily the best part,” Austin said.

The food was easily the 
best part, 

Austin said.

“
“

““

This trip taught me a lot 
about my faith and a lot 

about myself, 
Fischer said.
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WEATHERING
CHANGES

     As sum-
mer came to a close and school 

sports started up again, many students found themselves 
in the same routine as the past. However, the girls’ golf team had some-

thing else in mind. This summer, Girls Golf Coach Alan Cunningham resigned and 
Kelby Brown, assistant basketball coach and junior high social studies teacher, was hired. 

     “I have considered coaching something in the fall since I began teaching at Silver Lake.  I saw 
this as a great opportunity to work with a different set of students, and I looked at it as another great oppor-

tunity to help spread the love I have for a lifelong sport like golf,” Brown said.
     Cunningham had been the girls’ golf coach for 14 years. 

     “Tami Holthus, the first coach of the program, was leaving the community and urged me to apply for the position. My 
daughter (Lauren) was a sophomore golfer that year, so I got to spend more time with her which was fun,” Cunningham said.

     He shared what he missed most about coaching this season. 
     “What I miss most is the relationships with the players and other coaches. Lots of time is spent in the golf van going to/from 

practices and tournaments. You get to see how the girls get to manage school work, golf improvement, and other responsibilities. 
Since I’m not a golf pro, I would guess that the place to have the biggest impact on the golf team is how to manage the mental ap-
proach to golf, specifically, and life responsibilities, in general,” Cunningham said. 
     Senior Abby Brockmann has been on the golf team all four years. She shared what she missed most about Cunningham. 
     “I missed his humor and random comments in the golf van the most. I even miss the sarcastic remarks after I made a bad shot,” 
Brockmann said. 
She also shared what she enjoyed most about Brown. 
“I like how he is always positive and how encouraging he always is,” she said.

     Brown took over the boys golf position during the spring of last school year. He shared what he feels is different from boys to 
girls. 

     “No matter what you coach, boys, girls, basketball, golf, every season is different, so you have to adapt to your players. 
What works for one team or sport will most of the time not work with another.  I find myself having to break the game 

down more for the girls, but that’s only because we have so many that have never played before,” Brown stated. 
     Brown shared what he is most looking forward to this season. 

     “Getting to see the younger players improve and learn to love the game.  We have a lot of first time 
golfers and inexperienced golfers. So hopefully I will get to see them develop and start to re-

ally enjoy playing.  For my older golfers, I am excited to see them compete at a very 
high level this year.  We have already been very successful as a team and 

individuals, and I hope to continue to see them further their 
success,” he said.

Aug. 31 @ Western Hills: Kayla Lane 
placed eighth.

Sept. 1 @ Lake Perry: Lane placed 
fourth, Liz Perry placed sixth, and 
Abby Brockmann earned a special 

memorial award.
Sept. 7 @ Village Greens: Lane placed 

first, Brockmann placed eighth, and 
Perry placed fourteenth. The team 

placed third.
Sept. 12 (JV) @ Holton: Leah 

Gustafson placed third.
Sept. 15 @ Osage City: Brockmann 
placed sixth and Jayme Lindstrom 
placed eighth. The team took fourth
Sept. 20 (JV) @ North Topeka Golf 

Course: Lindstrom placed eighth. The 
team placed third.

Sept. 26 @ Village Greens: Lane me-
daled third, and Brockmann medaled 

fourteenth.
Oct. 3 @ Western Hills: Brockmann 

medaled sixth and Lane medaled 
seventh.

Results:

By Sami Fischer
Yearbook Editor

Senior Abby Brockmann
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V   LLYBALL F        TBALL
   The golf team is not 
the only team weathering 
changes this season. The 
Lady Eagle volleyball team 
is coming off of a second 
place finish at the state tour-
nament last season lead by 
four senior starters. 
     Head Coach Sarah John-
son shared her view on this 
season. 
     “We will be filling more 
spots on the court this year 
than any other year, with 
only two players returning 

that played all six rotations. 
We are also expecting two 
freshman to fill some very big 
shoes on the court,” Johnson 
said. 
      Senior Alex Ferguson 
is one of the two returning 
starters from last season, after 
being out from an ACL injury 
this winter. She explained 
what she is most anticipating 
this season. 
     “I’m most excited about 
not just getting to play again, 
but to play with all the seniors 

for one final season,” Fergu-
son said. 
     Johnson is also looking 
forward to working with the 
seniors. 
     “With a large senior class, 
I hope to have strong leader-
ship and guidance from them. 
I hope to adapt quickly to 
new players on the court and 
keep an open line of commu-
nication between players and 
coaches to allow our team to 
reach our potential and suc-
ceed in the highest possible 
way,” she said. 

Sept. 3: Jeff West tournament- First place 
Sept. 17: Rossville tournament- First 
place 
Sept. 24: Seaman tournament- Second 
place 
Oct. 1: Silver Lake tournament- First 
place 

Sept. 2: KC Washington- 58-8 (W)
Sept. 9: Wabaunsee- 54-8 (W)
Sept. 16: St. Marys- 41-0 (W)
Sept. 23: Rock Creek- 49-26 (W)
Sept. 30: Rossville- 36-28 (W)

     Every year brings a new 
challenge in every sport. For 
the Eagle football team this 
year’s challenge is experience. 
     Head Coach CJ Hamilton 
explained his hopes for this 
season. 
     “I think that my expectations 
will be the development of 
our young players to play and 
contribute at the varsity level. 
We are a young team and the 
development of these players 

will be important to our suc-
cess,” he said. 
     Senior Dalton Dultmeier 
has been the quarterback for 
two seasons. He shared what 
he expects for this season. 
     “I am most excited about 
being able to play my last 
year in high school and hav-
ing a great bond with my 
team,” Dultmeier said. 
     Along with Dultmeier, 
Hamilton is excited to see 

what this team can do.
     “We have a schedule that 
includes some teams we have 
not played before, such as KC 
Washington, a Class 5A team, 
and Royal Valley, who just 
dropped down from 4A. I am 
excited to see our seniors re-
spond to their leadership role. 
They are quite a bunch and it 
will be interesting to see how 
they accept the role of being 
leaders,” Hamilton said.

XC
Expectations also include 
competing for a league title, 
and then also competing well 
at regionals so that we take 
as many runners to the state 
meet as possible. I look for-
ward to seeing the progression 
of all the runners and seeing 
where we can end up, as the 
season ends. I think we have 
the potential to compete very 
well throughout the season, 
in league and at regionals,” 
Brokaw said. 
     Senior Josh Wilson also 
feels the team can compete at 
a high level. 
      “Our team truly has a 
chance to achieve something 
as a team, and until this year 

     Cross country is some-
times a sport that gets 
overlooked with all the 
hype about football dur-
ing the fall. Head coach 
Kevin Brokaw shared his 
thoughts on this year’s 
team.
    “My expectations for 
the season are to build 
strength and speed as 
the season progresses.  

that has never really hap-
pened,” he said. 
     Senior Anastasia Graves 
broke the girls’ 5k record 
on Sept. 29 with a time of 
22:06.75.
      Although the team has 
the numbers, they don’t have 
the experience as many teams 
before them had. 
     “We have more junior high 
runners than we have ever 
had before. This is also the 
first time that we have ever 
had 30 or more total runners.  
We have a lot of youth and 
inexperience this year,  but 
we also have what should be 
a very competitive group of 
runners,” Brokaw explained. 

     

Senior Mariah Pridey 
Photo by Mackensie Haverkamp

Sophomore Abby Pressgrove
Photo by Gracie Johnson

Sept. 10: Highland Park tournament- First 
place 
Sept. 17: Santa Fe Trail tournament- First 
place 
Oct. 1: Jeff West tournament- First place 

Varsity places: JV places: Varsity Scores:
Sept. 6: KC Washington- 63-0 (W)

Sept. 12: Wabaunsee- 26-6 (W)
Sept. 19: St. Marys- 35-0 (W)

Sept. 26: Rock Creek- 22-21 (W)
Oct. 3: Rossville- 35-41 (L)

JV Scores:

Senior Garrett Huske
Photo by Sami Fischer

Photo by Sami Fischer

Seniors Jadon Taylor 
and Dean HonasPhoto by Kennedy Kats

See the district 
website for more 
scores and cross 
country times!
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students in grade two might start with the question, ‘What is 
needed to make a plant grow?’                  
     “The students can experiment and learn not only what is 
needed, but also what other factors affect plant growth-aphids 
or disease. The greenhouse will help connect projects in the 
classroom to the real world,” Barnes explained. 
     Barnes said she thinks students will enjoy using it, as well as 
herself. 
     “I can see students and teachers using it all year long. It is a 
great opportunity for students in our district, and I am excited to 
get started,” Barnes said.
     Womack shared the process for the greenhouse. 
     “Mr. (Nick) Hamilton has had the idea for quite a while. 
Probably for four or five years, he and I have been talking about 
it. More recently, Melissa Clark, a para for us, and her husband 
came to us and asked about applying for a grant which kind of 
renewed the conversation and kind of got the ball rolling. Mr. 
Hamilton was the one who, when he first started working for us 
said, ‘Hey, how about a greenhouse?’
     “It will probably run through Mr. Hamilton and the FFA 
(Future Farmers of America) just because they are going to 
be closer to it. But, it is going to be open and utilized by all 
of the students. So, in this building, I would see Mr. (David) 
Schooler (junior high science teacher) using it a lot, Mrs. (Judy) 
Hamilton (high school biology teacher) using it some, and the 
elementary classrooms using it quite a bit,” Womack explained.  
     He said the greenhouse will create new hands-on opportuni-
ties that other departments are already exploring.
     “Right now, one of the biggest philosophies for Mr. Hallacy 
and myself, and if you look at the past board of education goals 
for the district, has been to try and create opportunities for 
students to be hands on, be innovative, so they can apply their 
knowledge and skills at a deeper level.

      
     “So in different departments we’ve added opportunities 
for students to apply their knowledge and skills, so this was 
something that we saw being an opportunity as not only for the 
science department in K-12, but also the ag department, so kind 

of hitting two birds with one stone,” Womack said. 
     The greenhouse is not the only addition to the school facili-
ties this year.   
     Loren Ziegler, business teacher, had the idea to bring a T-
shirt shop to the school.
     “I picked up the idea when I went to a conference. There was 
a teacher there presenting it from Frontenac, down by Pittsburg. 
They have been doing it in their school. I thought, ‘We sell so 
many T-shirts here, why aren’t we doing that here?’ We may as 
well keep some of that money here instead of giving it to some 
T-shirt business,” Ziegler said. 
     He explained the process of implementing the student-run 
business. 
     “I think the way Mr. Womack 
has it set up is that I will be in 
charge of the students who leave 
(Tiffany Wiles’s) graphic design 
once they know how to do all of 
the software. Then, they will come 
to me and I have to know how to 
run all of the machines and teach 
them how to do it. All of that is 
similar to the bank. When we start-
ed it, we had to learn how to do all 
of the software and the kids had to 
come in for training and then we 
were able to open the bank. 
     “Obviously they can’t run it 
until they know how to design and 
that’s why that class is kind of a 
prerequisite before they have to 
take the actual T-shirt shop. We are 
going to try to run it as a business 
and make money,” he explained. 
     Ziegler stated that students 
will be expected to acquire certain 
skills in order to be successful with 
the T-shirt shop. 
     “They have to get the skills 
and learn how to use the software 
to create patterns and designs that 
we can now put on the shirt. Then 
later on, obviously we will teach 
them how to do screen printing and 
the sublimation machines and all 
of that sort of stuff it takes to make 
shirts. But, they have to have the skills and knowledge,” Ziegler 
explained. 
     Not only will they have to figure out how to use the equip-
ment, but they will also have to figure out where to put it.
     “We are supposed to get started in the spring. In October we 
are going to be getting bids, trying to find the equipment, and 
getting it bought. The biggest thing Ms. Wiles and I are talking 
about is what room to put it in. We need a room bigger than my 
classroom because we need access to water, and that is dark. We 
are still trying to figure out where’s the best location,” Ziegler 
stated.  
     Ziegler and administrators recently visited Wabaunsee High 
School and were told it would cost them approximately $20,000 
to set up the shop. The funding is coming from a combination of 
private donations and district funds.
     Faculty members from Wabaunsee also gave advice. 
     “According to Wabaunsee’s Industrial Arts teacher, the big-
gest thing is just going to be staying caught up. They are consis-
tently behind. They can make between 80-120 shirts in a block. 
In the day that we were up there, they made 80 something shirts 

even while we were watching and talking and asking questions 
and stuff like that. 
     “She said the most shirts they made in one day was 204. 
She said they were going like crazy because they had to get this 
order done,” Ziegler explained. 
     More business skills will be taught in the journalism room 
as well.
     Jamie Manhart, journalism teacher, explained how a student- 
run photography business will benefit students and the com-
munity. 
     “I feel like this idea of a student-run photography business 
is a win-win-win situation. The students win because they will 

gain real-life skills through market-
ing their business, trouble-shooting 
photography issues, processing or-
ders, managing financial accounts, 
fielding customer phone calls, etc. 
     “The community will win 
because we will be able to offer 
parents a cheaper price for our 
sports and portrait photos.
     “And, third, the school will win 
because the money the department 
makes will be used to improve the 
curriculum and the department, 
plus we will be able to offer more 
flexibility when it comes to sched-
uling and taking photos,” Manhart 
said. 
     She explained the premise 
behind the business.  
     “We are still working out logis-
tics, but essentially we will take 
the sports group photos and the 
individual portraits and use those 
photos for the yearbook.
     “We will offer photo pack-
ages to parents for purchase, just 
like they used to get with outside 
photography businesses. Once we 
take the photos and receive orders, 
we will send those photos off to 
Miller’s Professional Imaging 
in Pittsburg, Kansas. They work 
with several schools in this same 
capacity. They will print the digital 

photos, send the prints back to us, and we will organize and 
distribute,” Manhart said. 
     Manhart explained how the photography business will ben-
efit students. 
     “I believe my students will enjoy the practical experience 
of gaining portrait photography, and I believe the student body 
and the coaches and sponsors will enjoy the flexibility we will 
be able to offer in terms of scheduling photos. In terms of the 
quality, we can only hope that we will continue to improve with 
experience, just like any business.
     “Next year will be easier, but right now, the whole idea of 
starting up the business is still an idea. With only 10 production 
students who are also producing a printed newspaper, sports 
bulletins, a yearbook, managing the district’s web page and 
social media, plus attending events and obtaining photos and 
videos, they are stretched to the max. After Homecoming is 
over, we will dive head first into the business and start taking 
fall photos and portraits. We appreciate everyone’s patience and 
understanding as we muddle through a process that is new to all 
of us,” Manhart said.

“...so this was something 
that we saw as being an 

opportunity as not only for 
the science department in 

K-12, but also the ag 
department...,” Womack said. Senior Mackensie Haverkamp, head of social media, and 

Sophomore Addison Hamilton, photo editor, set up the 
backdrop for the new portrait studio.

Sophomore Abby Pressgrove works on a design for Wiles’s graphic 
design class, which is the prerequisite course for the T-shirt shop.

Photo by Addison Hamilton 


