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Epperson battles Hodgkin’s lymphoma
By Haley Warbritton

     During her senior year, Shelbie 
Epperson was diagnosed with Hodg-
kin’s lymphoma, a type of cancer that 
started in her lungs. Her battle began 
in November when her health seemed 
to deteriorate.
      Epperson’s diagnosis was a long 
process filled with frequent doctors’ 
appointments and lab work.
     “The process of getting a diag-
nosis was very long. I had labs and 
doctor appointments every day, and 
on Monday, April 6 when I had a CT 
scan, they found a mass. The doctor 
sent me over to my doctor’s office 
so they could tell me the results and 
what was wrong. We then later met 
with an oncologist,” she explained.
     After testing was completed, Ep-
person was diagnosed with Hodg-
kin’s disease when the doctors found 
a large mass in her lung.
      “I was at St. Francis when they 
told me it was cancerous and that it 
was Hodgkin’s disease,” she said.
      Epperson said the disease causes 
fatigue and makes breathing difficult 
for any person who has it. She said 
personally, she was limited to what 
she could do for awhile because she 

felt tired or had no energy. 
     However, after multiple chemo-
therapy treatments, she said she is 
feeling back to her normal self.
     Friends and family have jumped 
in to help the Eppersons financially. 
Many “Hope for Shelbie; Fight Like 
a Girl” bracelets were sold, and on 
May 8, a fundraiser was held at West 
Ridge Lanes Family Fun Center.
     Epperson said she uses a positive 
outlook on life to keep her strong.
      “I was mostly calm when they 
told me that I had a large mass in 
my lung because I knew things had 
to happen for a reason, but I was 
still scared. After meeting with the 
doctor, I had a very positive outlook 
about this cancer and knew that I was 
strong enough and that I was going to 
beat it,” she said.
     Epperson said she wouldn’t have 
been able to beat this disease without 
her inner strength, positivity, and sup-
port from her friends and family.   
     “After being diagnosed, I man-
aged to maintain a positive outlook 
by knowing that I have my whole 
family and great friends with me 
through the journey,” she explained.
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Her blessings far outweigh her disability 
By Sami Fischer

     Think of when you were 
younger, running and danc-
ing all around. That’s what 
children do, right?   
     Unfortunately, not for 
some children with disabili-
ties. Senior Kelsey Johnson, 
who has been deaf since 
the age of two, has been 
diagnosed with progressive 
neuropathy, a condition 
in which the nerves in the 
body do not speak to the 
muscles.
      “My neuropathy has 
taken away my ability to 
walk or run. It has also 
limited things I am able to 
participate in, and has not 
allowed me to play sports or 
do any other physical activ-
ity. My cochlear implant 
has allowed me to hear, 
but I still struggle hearing 

in noisy environments and 
hearing those who speak 
softly,” she said. 
     Recently The National 
Institute of Health (NIH) 
in Maryland asked John-
son and her 
younger sis-
ter, Eighth-
Grader Gra-
cie Johnson, 
to travel to 
Maryland 
for research 
purposes.  
Johnson and 
her sister 
have identi-
cal disabilities. Johnson’s 
are more severe than her 
sister’s because she is older 
and her disabilities have 
had time to grow and be-
come worse.

      “We are part of an 
exome study, and they are 
hoping to find a diagnosis/
syndrome for us. We visited 
with a geneticist, ophthal-
mologist, and neurolo-

gist. (While in 
Maryland) we 
did several tests, 
which included a 
skin biopsy, CAT 
scan, ultrasound 
of the nerves in 
our legs, elec-
tromyography 
(EMG) test, 
and extensive 
eye tests,” she 

explained. 
     They left the institute 
without answers, but are 
still hopeful that when the 
exome study from the blood 
work is complete, they may 

get the answers they are 
searching for. 
     “We are a unique case. 
NIH said it is helpful to 
them that there are two of 
us with identical issues, 
and that we have three 
healthy brothers (Carson, 
fifth-grade; Spencer, third-
grade; Dayne, first-grade) to 
compare the genes to.  They 
asked us to come back to 
Maryland at some point for 
further testing,” Johnson 
commented. 
     Looking to the future 
of her disability, Johnson 
shared her thoughts on how 
she feels it will change in 
the following years.
     “I will, most likely, be 
confined to a wheelchair in 
the future. I’m hoping that 
I will be able to continue to 

walk a little with a walker 
in the future as well, but 
that may not end up being 
the case. There is a small 
chance that my neuropathy 
will spread to my arms,” 
Johnson explained. 
     She shared her thoughts 
on the reactions she re-
ceived about her disability 
throughout her high school 
career. 
     “Everyone has a dif-
ferent reaction. I feel like 
students are more inclined 
to judge me, based on my 
wheelchair and cochlear 
implants, which is a per-
fectly natural response to 
my disability. I just wish 
some could have taken time 
to get to know me, and me 
them. Every teacher seems 
to worry about me a little 
more,” she explained. 
     Johnson was an active 
member of many clubs 
and organizations in high 
school. 
     She was a member of 
the National Honor Society, 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, and a member of 
the junior high and high 
school journalism staffs. 
Johnson qualified for state 
in headline writing her 
senior year in the Kansas 
Scholastic Press Associa-
tion competitions. 
     During high school, 
Johnson participated in 
many aspects of both fall 
and winter spirit weeks and 
attended school dances. She 
shared what her high school 
experience has taught her.
     “High school has taught 
me to never let anyone or 
anything keep me from 

being myself. When you 
choose to be your own 
person, it will make you 
happier and bring many 
positives to your life. You’ll 
have good and bad mo-
ments, but if you stay true 
to yourself, you will never 
regret that,” Johnson said. 
     After high school, John-
son plans to attend Wash-
burn University, studying 
elementary education. 
     “I would like to be a 
teacher because it would 
be extremely rewarding to 
work with kids and teach 
them new things. Teachers 
have had a huge impact on 
my life, and I want to have 
that same impact in the 
lives of others. I would like 
to teach second to fourth- 
grade,” she shared. 
     If you ask anyone about 

Johnson, you will most 
likely get the response that 
she is upbeat and positive. 
She explained how she 
stays positive with her dis-
abilities. 
     “Staying positive can be 
very difficult, especially if 
you have a disability. For 
me, I just think about the 
good things in my life. I 
have a family that I love 
more than anything, uncon-
ditional friendships that I 
cherish, and a strong faith 
in God that helps me get 
through the tough moments. 
My blessings far outweigh 
my disability,” Johnson 
explained. 
      Johnson shared what 
her disability has taught her 
in life. 
      “Don’t ever stop being 
yourself. Being yourself 

will be the best thing you 
can do. Also, you should 
form strong friendships. 
Your friends will support 
you every step of the way, 
and that’s important. Enjoy 
life, laugh often (even if 
it’s at yourself), and don’t 
be stingy with love. Doing 
these things will make you 
so much happier, and will 
reap many benefits,” she 
said. 
     Johnson said people 
judge and have many mis-
conceptions about her and 
her disabilities. 
     “When you have a dis-
ability, people may think 
you’re dependent on others 
and that is not always the 
case. I have always been 
fairly independent in many 
things. I get around town 
using my motorized chair, 
and I’m living in the dorms 
at Washburn next year,” she 
explained. 
     She shared one aspect 
about herself and her dis-
ability that people don’t 
know. 
      “If I could change the 
fact that I have a disability, 
I wouldn’t do it. Having a 
disability is so frustrating 
at times, but it can also be 
very rewarding. Thanks to 
my limitations, I’ve learned 
what is important in life and 
I get the chance to inspire 
people. Making an im-
pact on people’s lives, and 
knowing what’s important 
in life feels amazing, and 
my disability brought that 
out in me. My limitations 
have made me a stronger 
person, and a firm believer,” 
she said. 

“My 
limitations 
have made 

me a 
stronger 
person, 

and a firm 
believer.”
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Goodbye high school, hello college

     Seniors graduated on Sunday, 
May 17 in the new gym. This 
year’s ceremony, however, proved 
to be different. Instead of one 
valedictorian and one salutato-
rian, there were five valedicto-
rians: Jace Freeman, Cameron 
McGough, Lucas Schroeder, 
Kaitlyn Shoemaker, and Cheyenne 
White. 
   The reasoning behind the five 
valedictorians is the new GPA sys-
tem at the high school. Since the 
school changed to the traditional 
4.0 scale, there are now five stu-
dents with the same highest GPA.
     Principal Brad Womack shared 
the advantage and disadvantage to 
the new GPA system. 
     “The advantage is it is easier 
for everyone to understand, and it 
gives a true indicator of the level 
of achievement in our classes.
     “The disadvantage is simply 
having potentially a bunch of 
people tied for the number one 
spot in the class,” he shared.
     Womack explained how the 
new GPA system affected this 
year’s ceremony.
     “For this year it did not change 
the ceremony in terms of the 
number of speakers. The differ-
ence was that every speaker was 
recognized as a valedictorian. The 

 Brennan Damman gets a head start in throwing his cap in the air to celebrate the Class of 2015 graduating. (Photo by Abby Brockmann)

New GPA system changes ceremony
By Abby Brockmann

valedictorians, that the Class 
of 2015 is very intelligent, so it 
seems that recognizing multiple 
people for their efforts is a just 
way of doing things,” McGough 

explained.
     White and 
McGough shared 
their favorite part 
about the gradua-
tion ceremony. 
     “I think the 
graduation video 
will be interest-
ing, but actually 
walking across 
the stage is prob-
ably what is most 

exciting,” White shared.
     “I am most looking forward 
to closing this chapter in my life. 
It’s been a long journey, and it’s 
time for a change,” McGough 
explained.
     In McGough’s speech, he com-
mented, “One day you will wake 
up and realize how vastly different 
your life has become. Instead 
of being overwhelmed by this 
change, we must learn to adapt to 
it,” he said.

(Photos by Abby Brockmann)

good news for the audience is that 
I gave up my slot in the ceremony 
so all five students could speak,” 
Womack explained.
     Determining ranks within the 
five vale-
dictorians 
was another 
obstacle for 
this year’s 
gradua-
tion. White 
described 
how they 
handled the 
situation.
     “To 
determine 
rank within those five, we had to 
look back at second semester of 
last year. Overall, though, the GPA 
change didn’t really affect very 
much,” she said. 
     McGough agreed with White 
on the GPA system not affecting 
his school year. He explained why 
he would rather share the valedic-
torian position.
     “I am fine with sharing the 
valedictorian position. If we were 
still using our old system, I would 
be the sole valedictorian, but I 
have always felt a little weird 
about that idea. 
     “It is quite apparent, with five 

“It’s been a 
long journey, 
and it’s time 

for a change,” 
McGough said.

Cameron McGough

Payton Rickel and Cassie Dewey

Cheyenne White

Ryan Matzke

Morgan Simmonds

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY

Marsh achieves elite accomplishment
     Silver Lake Senior Michael Marsh recent-
ly achieved his life goal of getting accepted 
into the United States Air Force Academy. 
Out of the 9,000 who applied, only 1,200 
were accepted to attend Colorado Spring’s 
United States Air Force Academy.
     Marsh was honored at a high school 
awards assembly on May 15 by Nathan O. 
Drewry, Maj, USAF. Drewry stated that 
all four years are paid for at 100 percent 
for every student who is accepted into the 
academy. He said each year is estimated to 
be valued at over $45,000 with a total for the 
four-year degree to be worth over $180,000. 
     Marsh will be able to choose from 27 dif-
ferent majors, just like any other university. 
     Marsh said the process of acceptance was 
very strenuous and challenging. Last sum-
mer before his senior year, Marsh filled out a 
questionnaire and provided contact informa-
tion. The USAFA sent him an application 
with around 15 items to complete. 
     These included sections on school in-
volvement, volunteer work, sports activities, 
academics, and three written essays. 
     Marsh said the USAFA is investing a 
lot of money into each individual, so they 
required a lengthy medical screening for 
health and fitness. Marsh not only had to be 
accepted by the academy admissions, but he 
also had to obtain a congressional nomina-
tion from a Senator or Representative. 
     Marsh went to three interviews and re-
ceived his nomination from U.S. Representa-
tive Lynn Jenkins.   
     All of this had to be completed by Dec. 
31 at the latest. At the end of the process, he 
said all you do is hope and wait for the best. 
     Marsh explained his feelings when re-
ceiving the acceptance letter in the mail.
     “I was home alone, and the first thing I 

By Madison Wegner
attending an amazing school and receiv-
ing such a great opportunity. Because I got 
accepted over so many other people, I feel 
like I have to take every opportunity they 
present, and overcome every challenge so 
that I can prove I was a good choice,” he 
explained.
     He plans to not only excel in becoming a 
United States Air Force pilot, but he is also 
thinking about trying out for the Air Force 
wrestling team this fall.
     Drewry said that Marsh will be com-
missioned as an Air Force Officer with the 
rank of 2nd Lieutenant and that he will have 
the opportunity to go into one of 38 officer 
career fields. These include, contracting, 
engineering, maintenance, pilot, navigator, 
or finance.   
     Marsh shared what he plans for after 
schooling in Colorado.
     “My goal is to become a fighter pilot for 
the Air Force and eventually a test pilot for 
NASA, but that is too far ahead to be sure,” 
he said. 

did was run through the house yelling. I was 
so surprised, excited, nervous, and even a 
little scared,” he said.
     He described what USAFA means to him.
     “Right now, it is the pinnacle of my 
achievements in life. I had dedicated my life 
into getting into the academy and now the 
hard work has paid off,” Marsh shared.
     Marsh said his parents supported him 
through the process. Being the youngest 
of nine children, Marsh said his family has 
always pushed him to achieve his goals, 
but specifically his older brother Ryan was 
the one who inspired him to go into the Air 
Force and become an officer. 
     Marsh acquired his pilot’s license in 
2014. The next step is to officially start train-
ing, which will occur June 25. Since this is a 
military academy, all students must undergo 
military training, and then proceed into the 
academic year without stopping.
     During one of the summer trainings, he 
will be required to visit one of the many 
worldwide Air Force bases. He will have the 
option to participate in free-fall parachute 
training and learn how to fly a glider.
     Marsh described his feelings about at-
tending the academy.
     “I am most excited about putting on 
the uniform of an Air Force officer. I have 
admired military members and their selfless 
sacrifice for my entire life, and I cannot wait 
to do the same. 
     “I am most nervous for basic training be-
cause it is going to push me past my break-
ing point physically and mentally,” he said.
     As Marsh begins the next chapter of his 
life, he already has new goals set for himself. 
He described what his future will look like at 
the academy.
     “I hope that I can get all that I can from 
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Congratulations 
Class of 2015!

Not pictured: Melisa Martin


