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Valedictorians discuss graduation, future

By Ethan Clark
Newspaper
Assistant Editor

Senior Jason Schroeder fights to finish the 800 meter at the 
home track meet on April 23. Schroeder finished in second 
place. (Photo by Kyla Hay) 

Senior Newspaper Editor Kennedy Kats counts out copies of 
the April edition of the “Eagle Times” to be distributed to  
students. (Photo by Ethan Clark)

The Class of 2019’s gradu-
ation is quickly approaching. 
The ceremony will take place 
this Sunday, May 19 at 3 p.m. 
in the high school new gym.

The Class of 2019 has two 
valedictorians who will be 
speaking: Kennedy Kats and 
Jason Schroeder.

According to the student 
handbook, the valedictorian 
must have the highest grade 
point average at the end of the 
seventh semester. They must 

also have never used the “Pass/
Fail” option in a class.

Kats said she wasn’t aiming 
to become valedictorian.

“It wasn’t really a goal of 
mine to be valedictorian. I 
mostly just wanted to try and 
get all A’s throughout high 
school. I always thought it 
would be cool if I got to speak 
at graduation, but it wasn’t a 
priority,” she said.

Kats revealed her favorite 
and least favorite parts of her 
valedictorian run.

“I’m extremely excited 
for this special recognition 
because all my hard work 
has paid off. I wouldn’t say I 

have a least favorite part. I’m 
very stressed about giving my 
speech, but I know it’ll all be 
worth it once I’m graduated,” 
she said.

Schroeder shared how he 

managed to balance all his 
extracurriculars, on top of high 
grades, to become valedicto-
rian.

“Balancing everything was a 
little difficult at first, but there 
was always time for activities, 

so I didn’t have to sacrifice 
anything I was involved with,” 
he said.

Throughout high school, 
Schroeder has been involved in 
cross country, track, wrestling, 

National Honor Society, FFA, 
the Breakfast Club, basketball, 
and he was the class president 
for two years.

Schroeder provided advice 
to underclassmen who wish to 
be valedictorians.

“I’d advise the people that 
want to be valedictorians to 
not stress about it too much. 
They should enjoy high school 
more than worry about being 
perfect because later in life you 
are going to care more about 
having been part of activities 
and making memories than 
stressing about your grades,” 
he said.

Schroeder claimed that it felt 
like only yesterday he was an 
underclassman.

“It feels like it’s been 20 
years long but went by like a 
three day weekend,” he said.

Kats said that if she could 
turn back time, she’d tell her 
freshman self to calm down.

“If I could give some advice 

to my younger self, it would be 
to not stress out over every-
thing. I would just tell myself 
to enjoy this time while I can 
and to be comfortable to try 
new things,” she said.

Kats expressed she’ll miss 
the people she’s been around 
for years the most when she 
graduates.

“I’m especially going to 
miss seeing all my friends ev-
ery day, as well as some of the 
teachers. It’s really sad because 
a lot of us will be going differ-
ent places and not be in contact 
as much,” she said.

Schroeder explained the 
scariest part of being the vale-
dictorian.

“Giving a speech at gradua-

tion makes me a little nervous, 
but I just remember that the 
speech is for graduation, not a 
class, so it doesn’t have to be 
perfect,” he said.

Schroeder said that leaving 
behind his friends is going to 
be hard.

“I am going to miss all the 
friends I made here, and I am 
also going to miss playing 
sports. But on the flip side, I 
am also excited to get a break 
from sports and to go to the 
beach on the weekends,” he 
said.

Schroeder shared some of 
his favorite moments from 
high school.

“My favorite memory has 
been going to state track and 
hanging out in the hotel with 
all the boys,” he said.

Schroeder said that he 
and Kats have been working 
together to uphold this heavy 
title.

“I’ve had Kennedy in a lot of 
my classes, and we’ve helped 
each other out if one of us 
needed help,” he said.

Kats said that the end of this 
year has been hectic for her.

“These past few months 
have been so busy. It’s mostly 
been stressful for me with 
scholarships, work, college 
courses, constant deadlines, 
etc. I have been very stressed 
this semester, but now I’m 
getting very excited for what 
comes next,” she said.

Kats has participated in 
journalism, where she was 
the newspaper’s editor for two 
years, FFA, National Honor 
Society, 4-H, choir, Youth 
Group, track, and she was the 
class president for two years.

Schroeder plans on attend-
ing the University of South 
Florida, studying chemistry. 
He said he wants to go into the 
medical field.

Kats said she plans on at-
tending Kansas State Univer-
sity and majoring in either 
biology or animal science.

Stay tuned to Silver Lake’s 
social media sites to catch the 
highlights of the graduation 
ceremony.
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National Honor Society President Jason Schroeder welcomes the new inductees into 
the organization on Nov. 7. (Photo by Ethan Clark) 
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Editor’s Note:
     My name is Kennedy Kats, and I have been an editor of the “Eagle 
Times” for the past two years.   
     Journalism has had a major impact on my life. It has allowed me to 
think creatively and come up with new designs. I’ve been able to devel-
op my writing and photography skills, and I have learned how to man-
age my time wisely in order to meet the fast approaching deadlines. 
     Being an editor has given me the chance to take on a leadership role 
and learn to work with a large group of people.
     I’d like to thank my amazing staff for making my senior year one to 
remember. I really appreciate all the hard work that they’ve put in to 
make this newspaper creative and informative. 
     I would also like to give a huge shoutout to our adviser, Jamie 
Manhart. She does so much for the journalism crew and school district. 
I’ve learned so much about journalism and life from her. She has defi-
nitely been a major influence throughout my high school career. 
     Thank you for reading the “Eagle Times” for my last time.

- Kennedy Kats
Newspaper Editor
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The Great Debate 
Students give their opinions about which schedule they prefer

Commentary by
 Mary Kate Gerber 
Staff Writer 
When fall rolls around, 

each individual student 
adjusts to many different 
changes. A change in class-
es taken, a change in grade 
level, a change in responsi-
bility, and much more. This 
upcoming year will prove 
to bring a more shocking 
change to the upcoming ju-
nior and senior high school 
students, as they will once 
again undergo a change in 
their everyday schedule. 
Putting aside any potential 
challenges, the shift to a 
new schedule will bring 
forth an abundance of posi-
tive change. 

Shifting from the current 
intermixed schedule with 
seven period days Monday, 
Thursday, and Friday, and 
block days with odd num-
bered classes on Tuesday 
and even numbered classes 
on Wednesday, students 
will now attend all seven 
classes, five times a week. 

The current 95 minute 
advisory period on Wednes-
day will be replaced with 
20 minute advisory periods 
at the beginning of the day 
for which attendance is 
mandatory. 

With rumors swirling, 

many students began ques-
tioning the new schedule 
and how it may affect them 
personally. Such ques-
tions included how heavy 
the homework load would 
become as they begin to see 
teachers daily, if they would 
be given permission to skip 
seminar as many had when 
the schedule included four 
block classes daily, and how 
it may affect classes where 
lengthy tests and labs are a 
necessity. 

Understanding the 
concerns, Principal Brad 
Womack set out to answer 
such questions. 

“After talking to teachers 
who have [classes that re-
quire extended activities or 
labs]..., the adjustment will 
be in the lesson plan. Where 
now you might have a lab 
and an additional teacher 
led lecture or a student-cen-
tered activity, you will only 
have the lab. 

“Other teachers discussed 
that in many situations, 
breaking the class into 
48-minute periods would 
not adversely impact their 
classes. Teachers who are 
currently giving longer tests 
than a 45-50 minute class 
period will need to adjust by 
chunking the tests into parts 
or reducing the length of the 
overall test,” Womack said. 

Along with that, Womack 
explained that he does not 
believe that the homework 
load of students will be af-
fected because teachers will 
not be able to cover as much 
material with shorter class 
periods, which leaves no 
reason to implement home-
work limits on teachers. 

Two years ago, when 
block days were endured 
daily, 30 minute seminar 
periods began the day. 

Based on grades, atten-
dance, and grade level in 
the case of freshmen, a list 
was created to allow spe-
cific high schoolers to opt 
out of the seminar period 
in order to make the period 
productive and reward some 
students. 

This was a privilege 
that many enjoyed and 
looked forward to as they 
approached high school, 
but have managed to live 
without as the intermixed 
schedule became the new 
normal. 

Womack explained that 
no such plan will be imple-
mented this upcoming year. 

“Currently, we do not 
have plans for allowing stu-
dents to earn their way out 
of advisory. There has been 
a big push by many students 
to get advisory back in 
order to use printers, work 
on homework, and meet 
with teachers, so allowing 
them to opt out of some 
advisories seems counter-
productive. 

“Additionally, we are 
planning to do more with 
the students' individual 
plans of study and prepar-
ing for student-led parent-
teacher conferences, so the 
time for advisory will be 
necessary for students to 
meet these demands,” Wom-
ack said. 

Though it may not be 
popular, this decision is un-
derstandable. Giving up the 
one time period a week that 
clubs will be able to meet 
and students will be allowed 
to make up work seems 
more harmful than benefi-
cial for the greater good of 
the student body. In fact, 
it would more than likely 
bring forth more issues. 

This plan has been 

under heavy discussion for 
years, and Womack said 
he believes the benefits are 
evident. At the top of the 
list of things to change are 
the problems associated 
with the focus of students  
in a 95-minute class period 
and teachers' lack of a plan 
period.

“...Since moving to the 
current blended schedule, 
many students have been 
asking for an advisory 
period every day, and many 
have said how hard it is to 
focus in the 95-minute class 
period. 

“From a teacher stand-
point, we are trying to 
implement a professional 
learning community pro-
gram among the staff and 
with them not having a plan 
period or advisory each day, 
this has proven to be very 
difficult. 

“So the benefits we will 
see are the students hav-
ing some time each day to 
either get work done, work 
on their individual plans 
of study and/or meet with 
teachers for additional 
help,” said Womack. 

Along with more time to 
grade, create lesson plans, 
and meet with students, 
teachers will be able to see 
their students every day, an 
issue that was stressed when 
the intermixed schedule was 
first introduced. 

During this transitional 
period, one of the benefits 
many believed would come 
from the new schedule was 
the increased amount of 
days that students would be 
in the same class.

Patrick Schultes, science 
teacher, explained why he 
believes seven period days 
are beneficial to his class 
and students. 

"Seven hour class days 
seem to move more quickly 
for my class. There are a 
variety of things I like to 
do each day in class, and 
with the various activities, 
the time flies by. To have 
students tell me, 'Class went 
by fast!' and have us still ac-
complish the day's activites, 
is a 'mission accomplished' 
for me," Schultes said.

 This has proven to be 
true as not only do teach-
ers get to see their students 
more often, the seven day 
periods have been easier to 
hold short attention spans.  

This is obviously essen-
tial if teachers are expected 
to make any impact on these 
students' lives and further 
their knowledge over a 
particular subject. 

Junior Catie Beam ex-
plained why she thinks the 
transition to seven period 

Commentary by 
Reese Fergola
Staff Writer
As the year comes to an 

end, teachers and students 
alike wonder about the 
upcoming year, more spe-
cifically the possibility of a 
new schedule that will come 
along with it. 

There are so many rea-
sons that returning to the 
daily block scheduling is 
more efficient than moving 
to seven classes. 

For one, students can get 
so much more accomplished 
in almost every class when 
they have 90 minutes, 
especially in any science 
class. For instance, labs take 
a huge chunk of time, and 
sometimes even an hour and 
a half isn’t enough. Going 
to less than an hour for each 
class will make this so much 
more difficult, especially if 
the labs are time sensitive.  

If there is extra time in 
other classes, this can be 
used as more homework 
time for other classes. Hav-
ing four different blocks 
each day gives students an 
added amount of time at 
home, where time is limited 
already with jobs and sports 
that can often last until 10 
p.m. 

Additionally, this sched-
ule, unlike seven classes 
every day, doesn’t get re-
petitive. Every day the same 
thing, over and over. 

The block days on top of 
everything else can benefit 
parents as well. If their child 
has an appointment, instead 
of missing anywhere from 
two to three classes, they 
only miss one and part of 
lunch.

This also creates a rift 
in the amount of classes 

students are allowed to take. 
It went from students being 
able to take eight to seven. 
This forced students to drop 
one of the electives that they 
had been taking and were 
passionate about or wanted 
to take. 

Some students had to 
drop an elective that they 
had been taking for years, 
or lose a chance at a schol-
arship because they were 
practically forced to drop 
that certain class in order to 
take another core class. 

There is also the discus-
sion of seminar versus advi-
sory within this change. 

Several years ago, junior 
high students saw that one 
of the rights of passage to 
be in high school was be-
ing able to, as long as your 
grades were up to standards, 
skip seminar in the morn-
ing. Students could sleep in 
almost 30 minutes longer, 
and that was a motivating 
incentive for many students. 
Yet, as the schedule shifted 
and our school became 
guinea pigs in a type of 
schedule experiment, that 
privilege was taken away. 

Sleeping in is one of the 
greatest luxuries of a teen’s 
life between school, work, 
sports, a social life and 
everything else. Having the 
opportunity to be able to get 
that small extra amount of 
freedom in the morning was 
one of the best liberties the 
school gave our high school 
students.

In addition to our seminar 
being taken away, a new 
schedule, that we felt we 

didn’t have any say over, 
was forced upon us. 

The old schedule took 
eight classes and divided 
them into four different 
blocks that switch off each 
day. The new schedule that 
started in the fall of 2017 
consisted of all seven class-
es on Monday, Thursday, 
and Friday, and Tuesday 
and Wednesday having only 
four blocks.

This change was only two 
years ago, and now once 
again it is being altered. 

Many students have 
always voted for the block 
schedule to come back, and 
with the buzz of a schedule 
change, students finally felt 
that they were getting their 
voice back. That excitement 
was soon cut short when 
the schedule change being 
looked at was discovered to 
be not blocks, but all seven 
classes with a short seminar 
every day. 

Now with the new 
schedule, students are also 
hoping for the return of the 
privilege of skipping semi-
nar when they have good 
grades. However, Principal 
Brad Womack stated he 
does not anticipate that it 
will come back, and that if 
it did, it would be structured 
differently. 

Once again, students 
are buzzing with different 
opinions regarding what 
seems like an ever-evolving 
schedule. 

Sophomore Aubrey 
Bahner is passionate that 
the block schedule is more 
efficient. 

“I prefer the block 
scheduling because it allows 
more time in each class. I 
feel that block days move 
faster because the day is not 
fragmented by moving to all 
of the different classes. 

“I enjoy the block sched-
ule, especially for sports 
and activities because when 
we had the block schedule I 
would only miss one class, 
and it was not the same 
class every week. However, 
now I am missing two to 
three of the same classes 
every week to participate in 
activities. I also prefer block 
days because you get more 
classes, which gives every-
one another elective.

“I am not excited at all 
about changing to all seven 
classes next year. I extreme-
ly dislike the seven period 
days that we have now, so I 
am not looking forward to 
having that type of sched-
ule. 

“I feel as though it is 
harder to get caught back up 
in a class when it is a seven 
period schedule. Also, for 
finals and tests it is more 
convenient to have one long 
block to finish it, instead of 
taking two to three short 
classes to complete it.”

Bahner discussed both 
the pros and cons of the 
three schedules, those being 
four block days, all seven 
classes, and the current 
mixed.

“The pros of having a 
block schedule are that 
we get more time to work 
on homework before it is 
due. Also, it is easier to 
talk to teachers if you do 
not understand something. 
Another pro is that the 
classes and lessons are not 
being rushed and more time 
is spent to make sure that 
the students understand the 
material.

“The cons of having a 
mixed or all seven block 
schedule are that the classes 
seem rushed compared to 
the block days. One big con 
is in shop classes, or classes 
similar to shop, it is harder 
to get work done in a shorter 
amount of time because you 
can’t rush through it. 

“Another big con is 
that teachers assign more 
homework on the seven 
period days than they do on 
the block days, so students 
have to do a larger amount 
of homework for up to seven 
classes instead of up to four 
classes. A con of the mixed 
schedule is that advisory 
is not used well. It seems 
that the only time I actually 
have something to work on 
in advisory is the day that it 
is taken away from us,” she 
said.

It’s not only students who 
seem to have an opinion on 
this. Teachers also have a 
variety of thoughts. 

Special Education Teach-
er Annette Fieger agrees 
that an all block schedule 
is more beneficial to the 
students. 

“The four blocks allow 
for more face-to-face time 
with each student as well as 
more plan time for teachers. 
For those of us in Special 
Education, it significantly 
helps with the additional 
paperwork that must be 
completed. 

“As a parent, I prefer the 
eight blocks because there 
is an extra class for my chil-
dren to enroll in, plus more 
opportunity to explore all of 
the employment-based pro-
grams we have. Consistency 
is the key for me. Trying to 
plan between 54 minutes 
and 90 minutes is not as 
easy as one might think.”

Fieger shared her expe-
rience with planning the 

block days.
“Although it took me 

some time to learn to plan 
appropriately for the 90 
minute classes, once I 
figured that breaking the 
class into 20 minutes of 
work and 10 minutes breaks 
times three, we all started 
enjoying the blocks more. 
Sometimes I feel rushed to 
try to get in two sets of 20 
minutes of work and still 
allow a 10 minute break.”

There is also the question 
of who will be the seminar 
teachers, and how will stu-
dents be divided up? 

As of now, nothing is set 
in stone, but Womack shed 
some light on the subject.

“The advisory teacher 
assignments will likely be 
the same, to start with. As 
we travel further into the In-
dividual Plans of Study for 
students (your Career Cruis-
ing Account), we have given 
some thought to changing 
how students are assigned. 

“Some ideas are to assign 
students based on their 
grade in school, and they 
stay with the same teacher 
for four years. Assign 
students based on career 
interests, or assign students 
based on grade, but your 
grade transitions to a new 
set of teachers each year.”

This discussion will 
continue to be mulled over, 
but so far the plan is to keep 
advisory teachers from this 
year as students’ seminar 
teachers going into next 
year. 

All of the schedules have 
both benefits and down-
sides, and in the end, noth-
ing will ultimately please 
everyone. 

However, the good that 
comes with having four 
blocks will always outway 
the few positives from all 
seven blocks. 

Block Only

7 Periods

days will be beneficial. 
“I think the best part 

about it is going to be at-
tention span, because I get 
really, really bored during 
block days. It feels like it 
goes on forever. I like short 
days better just because I 
like the fast pace,” she said. 

Whether this opinion is 
one shared by the major-
ity of the students at Silver 
Lake, the schedule change 
is inevitable. 

The change may po-
tentially be difficult, but 
many benefits will be seen, 
including more time to see 
teachers, more time for 
teachers to plan for their 
classes, shorter periods that 
capture student’s atten-
tion longer, and advisory 
periods every day. 

All of these put together 
sets the new school year up 
to be a positive one. 

7:55 - 8:17 Seminar
8:22 - 9:10 First
9:15 - 10:03 Second
10:08 - 10:56 Third
11:01 - 11:49 Fourth
11:54 - 1:19 Fifth
1:24 - 2:12 Sixth
2:17 - 3:05 Seventh

11:54 - 12:19 JH Lunch
12:24 - 12:49 First HS Lunch
12:54 - 1:19 Second HS 

Lunch

2019-2020 Bell Schedule

168 students IINDICATED WHICH schedule they 
preferRed (Via a google form question)Which Schedule do you like?
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Forensics students reflect on season

By Ethan Clark
Newspaper
Assistant Editor

Sophomore Dylan Wiles prac-
tices his poetry piece, "Sir 
Scallywag and the Golden 
Underpants" before he per-
forms. (Photo by Ethan Clark)

Sophomores Sailor McDonald  
and Tori Haverkmap fill out 
paperwork for their judges. 
(Photo by Ethan Clark)

Freshman Bella 
Eisenbarth, Senior Macey 
Clark, and Sophomore Kayla 
Brannick medaled at state. 
(Photo provided)

As this school year comes to 
a close, it’s also time for spring 
activities to finish until next 
year. The forensics team fin-
ished their season on Saturday, 
May 4.

Silver Lake placed sixth 
in sweepstakes. Individual 
medalists were Freshman Bella 
Eisenbarth, fourth in serious 
solo acting; Sophomore Kayla 
Brannick, fourth in impromp-
tu; and Senior Macey Clark, 
fifth in oration. 

Other notable placers 
included Sophomore Dylan 
Wiles, eighth in poetry; Junior 
Micki Moore, top 10 in humor-
ous solo acting; Junior Anna 

Schuckman, top 10 in program 
oral interpretation; and in 
extemporaneous speaking, 
Brannick placed ninth and 
Eisenbarth placed 11th.

National forensic compe-
titions are taking place in 
Dallas, Texas on June 16-21. 
Forensics Coach Michelle 
Taylor will be accompanied by 
Brannick and Eisenbarth, who 
qualified to nationals earlier 
this season. 

Taylor revealed that state 
competition is tough on stu-
dents.

“The biggest obstacle in 
getting everyone prepared for 
state competition is seeing 14 
performances, regularly. It can 
be hard, especially with only 
an hour of class to get even six 
in. This requires some fancy 
scheduling, but it also requires 
kids to perform for other 
people for ballots,” she said.

Taylor said that the upper-
classmen have been helping the 
underclassmen.

“We only have three juniors 
with any experience. The other 
upperclassmen are all novices, 
which means it is their first 
year competing. The three 
juniors have been great about 
getting younger kids confi-
dence and teaching them the 

ropes. It has been 
nice being able to 

have them 
to rely on 
when it 
comes to 

compe-
tition,” 
she 
said.

McDon-
ald revealed 
forensics is a 

taxing activity.
“I put in a great deal of ef-

fort during forensics season. To 
do well, you must work hard, 
as no one else can do it for you. 
Memorization is overwhelming 
at times, but the pain is worth 
the gain. Like Miss Taylor al-
ways says, ‘What you put into 
the activity is what you 
get out.’ Fortunately, I’ve 
found that her advice holds 
true,” she said.

McDonald said that, despite 
the long hours, all the time 
spent practicing is worth 
it. Aside from duet with 
Haverkamp, McDonald has 
also competed in informative, 
impromptu, and Congress.

“The most rewarding thing 
about competing in forensics  
is representing our school. Ev-
ery tournament, I strive to up-
hold Silver Lake’s reputation. 
I aim to portray Silver Lake as 
home to respectful, amiable, 
and talented students. Doing 
well in forensics is about more 
than personal achievement. 
Miss Taylor and our district 
as a whole are to thank for our 
success,” she said.

McDonald shared what she 
enjoyed most about her events.

“For state, I’m competing in 
duet. I consider acting a mental 
break, so duet is welcome in 
my book. Although acting 
requires extensive work, it’s a 
pleasant break from my day-
to-day life. It’s also enjoyable 
to stop being serious and let 
loose. Although I love public 
speaking, the thought was 
daunting after having a long 
debate season. The last thing 
I want to happen is feeling 
burned out.

“Another one of my favorite 
things, about forensics in 
general, is making friends. 
Even if they’re only a friend 
during tournaments, it’s so 
fun to converse with a diverse 
group of people. I always try 
to find people to talk to or help 
out. Encouraging others to feel 
more confident in their abilities 
is one of the best feelings,” she 
said.

Wiles explained the process 

of preparing for competition.
“I prepare by practicing 

my piece in the hallway, then 
I practice acting confident 
before going into the room and 
performing,” he said.

Wiles shared what he enjoys 
most about forensics.

“I love how everyone on the 
team is supportive, friendly, 
and all around awesome 
people,” he said.

Taylor said that debate and 
forensics focuses on skills 
students aren’t able to exercise 
fully in other activities.

“I think debate and foren-
sics teaches students to have a 
voice that is unique and their 
own. In these activities they 
learn confidence, they learn 
critical thinking, and they 
learn adaptability. They learn 
to listen, and they learn reason. 
While there are snippets of 
these in other classes and 
activities, I don’t think you can 
find any activity that holisti-
cally teaches these important 
things like debate and foren-
sics,” she said.

Wiles said 
forensics offers 
him potential 
careers based 
off of skills he 
practices.

“I exercise my voice a lot 
in forensics. I use it a lot with 
my pieces. Sometimes I have 
to sound like a frail old man 
or a angry Scotsman. So, hav-
ing the ability to do a lot of 
impressions and being able to 
learn more is a great thing to 

have. And I think 
that having the 

ability to do 
voices can 

give 
me a 

career path 
that will 
allow me to 
do voice-

acting, if I so desire,” he said.
McDonald shared that her 

duet performance relies on 
teamwork and dependence.

“My favorite part about 
competing in duet...is having a 
partner! Partner performances 
come naturally for me because 
of my work in theatre and 
debate. Victoria (Haverkamp) 
and I became friends before the 
forensics season, so the chem-
istry is natural. It’s crucial to 
collaborate since we depend 
on each other’s lines. Most of 
what we do couldn’t be done 
if one of us doesn’t perform to 
our potential,” she said.

Haverkamp also commented 
on her duet with McDonald.

“My favorite 
part of doing 
the duet with 
Sailor is really 
getting into 
character with 
my person and 
having a fun 
time with our 

acting. We work really well 
together, but what helps is that 
we are already close friends, 
which makes it all the better,” 
she said.

Haverkamp shared that 
emotions can interfere with 
performance.

“The hardest part about 
forensics is to keep going on a 
bad day because you just aren’t 
feeling in the groove of things, 
knowing that I could have 
done better on a different day,” 
she said.

Haverkamp added that 
Taylor kept her engaged all 
throughout the season.

“Ms. Taylor is very posi-
tive and pushes me to do my 
best every time. And being 
in forensics is really fun, so 
I wouldn’t want to stop,” she 
said.

Taylor revealed the piece of 
advice she always tells first-
time competitors.

“Well, half of our entry is 
comprised of novices, which 
means not only is it their first 
year ever doing forensics, it 
is also their first time to state. 
I think the best advice I give 
them is to perform with joy 
and don’t leave a round with 
any regrets. Too often novices 
let the pressure of the experi-
ence get to them and end up 
having minor breakdowns or 
underperforming at state. 

“The key is to relax, have 
fun, and keep up the positive 
energy. In the weeks of prepa-
ration, the best advice is to 
prepare harder than everyone 
else. Forensics success usually 
equates to hard work and con-
fidence. Talent will only get 

you so far,” 
she said.

Broadcasting State News
Journalism students take competition to next level

By Reese Fergola
Staff Writer

The most common way 
people hear about a team go-
ing to state is in sports. It’s in 
the news, on TV, talked about 
in school, and everything in 
between. Even though it is less 
known about, students can 
qualify to state in almost every 
activity, including extracur-
ricular classes like journalism. 

At regional journalism on 
Feb. 26, a select few from the 
journalism team qualified to 
state. 

These included Senior Ken-
nedy Kats, regional champion 
in copy editing and in aca-
demic photography, third in 
news writing and student life 
photography, and honorable 
mention in news page design. 

Junior Kaidon Kruger was 
named regional champion 
in sports photography and 
received an honorable mention 
in academic photography and 
in student life photography.

Junior Taylor Burkhardt was 
crowned regional champion in 
advertising and placed third in 
yearbook theme and graphics 
with Sophomore Ellie Hogle. 

Sophomore Aubrey Bahner 
earned second in yearbook 
copy writing, while Freshman 
Taryn Burkhardt took third in 
yearbook copy writing and in 
cut line writing.

Sophomore Ethan Clark 
captured third in feature writ-
ing and received honorable 
mention in editorial writing. 
Sophomore Reese Fergola 
earned second in editorial 
writing, and Sophomore Kyla 
Hay received honorable men-
tion in advertising and sports 

photography. Hogle earned 
honorable mention in yearbook 
layout and third in yearbook 
theme and graphics with Taylor 
Burkhardt. 

Not only did the students 
compete against 3A schools but 
4A as well.

All students who qualified 
at regionals competed at state 
on May 4 at the University of 
Kansas.

Kats achieved third place 
in academic photography and 
honorable mention in copy 
editing, news page design, and 
news writing. Hay earned an 
honorable mention in advertis-
ing and sports photography. 

Kruger scored an honor-
able mention in academic 
photography. Taryn Burkhardt 
received an honorable mention 
in cutline writing, and Bahner 
earned an honorable mention 
in yearbook copy writing.

Kats, who is currently the 
only senior in journalism this 
semester, shared how qualify-
ing in all of her events felt and 
explained a little more about 

exciting to see how I will do at 
state. I’m also sad because this 
is the last time I can enter the 
state contest…

“I’m also proud of the news-
paper and other projects that 
I’ve got to work on through-
out the course of this year. I 
don’t think I will continue any 
journalistic type writing while 
in college. Doing journalism 
throughout high school has 
definitely helped me to become 
a better writer and editor, and 
I will miss the class and staff 
after I am gone,” Kats said.

Bahner, who has only been 
in journalism for one year, 
shared her thoughts surround-
ing state. 

“When I qualified to state, 
I was pleasantly surprised 
because I never thought that 
I would qualify to state in my 
events. However, I am glad that 
I went to regionals because I 
did better than I ever expected. 
As of now, my expectation 
of state is that it will be hard 
because there will be so many 
good competitors…

“I also think that it will be 
a fun experience because it’s 
state, and it is something that 
you don’t get to go to often. My 
plan is to continue journalism 
throughout high school, as my 
schedule allows me to. 

“This accomplishment has 
made me want to continue 
attending regionals because it 
was a good experience...

“I realized that I can do bet-
ter than I thought. I decided to 
compete because I wanted to 
try it out. Also, it was a chance 
to see how well I could actu-
ally do,” Bahner said.

After state competition, 

the experience. Kats has been 
in journalism for five years. 

“I have gone to state both 
sophomore and junior year. It’s 
pretty exciting going into state 
because I’m always excited to 
see if I will place...

"I really like spending the 
day with some of the journal-
ism staff and going out to eat 
for lunch. I haven’t actually 
placed at state before, so I’m 
really excited this year. Espe-
cially because I am entered in 
five events!" Kats said.

She explained how it felt 
entering into state again.

“I feel very accomplished 
with what I’ve accomplished in 
journalism. I haven’t got first in 
an event before, so it was really 
cool to get first in two regional 
events this year," she said. 

Kats shared her feelings 
while wrapping up her senior 
year in journalism.

“It’s pretty sad because I 
will miss being in journalism 
after I graduate. I’ve developed 
my writing and photography 
skills over the years, so it’s 

Freshman Taryn Burkhardt, Sophomore Reese Fergola, Senior Kennedy Kats, and Sopho-
mores Aubrey Bahner and Ethan Clark pose by their "good luck" signs on Highway 24 on 
their way to state competition in Lawrence. (Photo by staff)

Senior Kennedy Kats stands behind a custom-made sign 
before heading off to compete at state. (Photo by staff)

Bahner shared her thoughts on 
the process.

“At state, I received an 
honorable mention. Compared 
to my expectations before 
state, I thought it was fun, and 
I enjoyed competing. I also felt 
that it was a little harder than 
regionals. 

“I thought that state would 
be like regionals was, but there 
were more people than I ever 
imagined competing at state. 
State was fun to experience 
because it’s a state competition 
and something that you don’t 
always get to compete at,” 
Bahner stated.
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Farewell To Our Exchange Students

By Aubrey Bahner
Staff Writer

Moving onto next chapter

Senior year marks an end 
to high school and an end 
to sports for many students. 
However, some students are 
continuing their athletics in 
college.

This year, six students have 
commited continuing their 
career in college. Abby Press-
grove signed to play softball 
at Benedictine College; Hallie 
Hay signed to play softball at 
Johnson County Community 
College; Wyatt Heiman signed 
for track and field at Washburn 
University; and Tristen Stoner, 
Christian Stoner, and Mason 
Griffin signed to play football 
at Ottawa University.

Griffin explained his inter-
est in playing college football.

“I have always wanted to 
play college sports, and as 
senior year moved along, I 
realized I was not ready to be 
done playing sports yet,” Grif-
fin stated.

Pressgrove expressed why 
she chose to sign to Benedic-
tine to continue her softball 
career.

“I chose Benedictine 
because I fell in love with 
the campus, and it gave me a 
homey feeling. It had a great 
atmosphere, and everyone 
was so nice and welcoming,” 
Presgrove described.

Heiman said he wanted to 
continue track in college be-
cause he’s going to be able to 
compete at a higher level.

“I wanted to continue track 
because my marks have really 
improved this year, and I’ll be 
able to compete next year at 
the next level,” he said.

Heiman shared what he 
liked about Washburn.

“Washburn has a nice cam-
pus, and I like how it is like a 
small family. Also, a lot of my 
family has attended Washburn. 
So, I thought Washburn was a 
good fit for me,” he said.

Heiman said signing to run 
track in college is a surreal 
experience.

“I’m excited that I get to 
contnue my athletic career at 
college. It has been a goal of 
mine for the longest time, so 
getting to continue at the next 
level is a dream come true,” 
he said.

T. Stoner described his 
choice to play football at Ot-
tawa.

“I decided to play because 
I love the game so much. I 
didn’t want it to end. I get to 
play with my brother and one 
of my closest friends,” Stoner 
explained.

Hay explained why she 
decided to play softball after 
high school.

“I’ve always loved the sport, 
so when I was given the oppor-
tunity to play and go to school 
for free, I couldn’t let myself 
pass it up and neither could my 
mom!” Hay said.

C. Stoner explained what ap-
pealed to him about Ottawa.

“Ottawa, to me, is a lot like 
Silver Lake. It’s close knit, 
and you pretty much know ev-
erybody. The football players 
support all the sports just as we 
did here, and you get a bond 
with everyone. 

“You feel like you’re at 
home with how welcomed you 
are. The people are nice, and 
their football program is even 
better,” Stoner commented.

Not only are students 
signing to play sports in col-
lege, but many are receiving 
academic scholarships toward 
their college education.

Saxton Johnson explained 
the hard work he put in to re-
ceive his academic scholarship 
from Washburn University.

“Earning my scholarship 
felt incredible, and now just 
because of the work I ac-
complished in the classroom, 
the university recognized my 
efforts and rewarded me for it,” 
Johnson stated.

Brooke Lindstrom described 
how she felt about receiving 
her scholarships. 

“I was really grateful to 
receive these scholarships 
because it helps me financially 
be more prepared for college,” 
Lindstrom said.

Ryan Slechta explained the 
eligibility to apply for certain  
scholarships.

“To get this scholarship (Al-
lied Health Academic Oppor-
tunity Award), I had to figure 
out what I wanted to major in 
and fill out the application,” 
Slechta said.

Josh Adee explained the 
specifics of scholarships that 
he has received.

“A lot of the scholarships 
that I applied for/received 
require effort outside of school 
and not just good grades. You 
have to put in more work to 
see the results you want,” Adee 
commented.

All local scholarships will be 
handed out today at the Senior 
Awards Assembly in the high 
school new gym. 

Christian Stoner, Tristen Stoner, and Mason Griffin sign their papers to play at Ottawa University. 
(Photo by Kyla Hay)

Abby Pressgrove signs to play softball at Benedictine. (Photo 
by Taylor Burkhardt)

Hallie Hay makes her commitment to play at Johnson County Community College. (Photo by Taylor Burkhardt)

Football Coach CJ Hamilton addresses the audience 
about Christian Stoner, Tristen Stoner, and Mason 
Griffin during their signing. (Photo by Kyla Hay)

Ottawa

Johnson County

Benedictine

Scholarship Recipients   As of 5/9/19
Josh Adee
     Activity Scholarship 
- Kansas State Univer-
sity
     Memorial Scholar-
ship - Kansas State 
University
Macey Clark
     Rudy Fritz Scholar-
ship
     Crimson & Blue 
Academic Scholarship - 
Kansas University
Hallie Hay
     Harriet Hayes Aus-
tin Memorial Scholar-
ship

     Sprint Foundation 
Scholarship - Johnson 
County Community 
College
     Softball Scholar-
ship - Johnson County 
Community College
Saxton Johnson
      Academic Scholar-
ship - Washburn Uni-
versity
Mason Griffin
     Black & Gold 
Academic Scholarship - 
Ottawa University
     Football Scholarship 
- Ottawa University

Ryan Slechta
     Allied Health - 
Academic Opportu-
nity Award - Fort Hays 
University
Abby Pressgrove
     Rudy Fritz Scholar-
ship
     Academic Schol-
arship - Benedictine 
College
     Softball Scholarship 
- Benedictine College
Brooke Lindstrom
     Rudy Frtiz Scholar-
ship
     Silver Lake Alumni 

Scholarship
     Shawnee County 
Farm Bureau Associa-
tion Scholarship
Christian Stoner
     Black & Gold 
Academic Scholarship - 
Ottawa University
Kennedy Kats
     Foundation Plus 
Scholarship - Kansas 
State University
Caleb Kats
      Achievement Award 
- Kansas State Univer-
sity
      Agriculture Schol- Feature   5

Christian Stoner, Tristen Stoner, and Mason Griffin sign their 
papers to play at Ottawa University. (Photo by Kyla Hay)

Students commit to athletics, receive scholarships

arship - Kansas State 
University
Wyatt Heiman
       Academic Scholar-
ship - Washburn Uni-
versity
       Presidential Schol-
arship - Washburn 
University
       Alumni Associa-
tion Legacy Scholarship 
- Washburn University
     Track & Field 
Scholarship - Washburn 
University
Reid Walker
     Activity Scholarship 

Catalonia Italy

- Kansas State Univer-
sity
     Rudy Fritz Scholar-
ship
Jason Schroeder
     Benacquisto Schol-
arship - University of 
South Florida
     USF Tradition of 
Excellence - National 
Merit - University of 
South Florida
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Children with technology 
How much screentime is too much? 

Commentary by 
Reese Fergola
Staff Writer 

their very own iPad or phone 
from as young as 6 to 10 has 
gotten and will continue to get 
more and more out of hand 
with every passing day.

But, the youngest age a child 
should be able to get their own 
personal technology device 
is 12 or 13-years-old. The 
developing young mind starts 
to make its own associations 
and could be damaging prior to 
that age.

Children in this day and 
age are exposed to technology 
almost immediately. Two and 

even one-year-olds are already 
crying for a phone to watch 
shows or play games.

Technology is one of the best 

learning tools at our disposal, 
so why shouldn’t we use it?

While it might not seem 
damaging or causing any harm 
to a child’s mind, constant 
screen time teaches the still 
developing brain a relationship 
between happiness or a sense 
of calm with a screen. Growing 
up constantly attached to a 
screen has also been proven to 
damage the psyche of a grow-
ing mind. Some parents don’t 
even realize the negative ef-
fects that technology can have 
on children’s minds. 

According to HuffPost.com, 
some of the negative effects 
can include disturbed sleep 
patterns and insomnia, slower 

development in social and life 
skills, a decrease in physical 
health, damage to the develop-
ment of key relationships such 
as with the family, increased 
susceptibility to brainwashing 
and problems with self-confi-
dence or anxiety issues. 

Yet, parenting even with the 
type of technology that is in 
the palm of your hand, is hard. 
Today it is nearly impossible. 
Most of the time a wailing 
child in any environment can 
be pacified with a screen with 
their favorite show on it, and Most generations spend 

their time as children play-
ing outside or  coloring with 
crayons, but now  the one item 
that is most sought after is 

technology, whether 
it is being on a 
computer or iPad 
at school, watching 
TV after school, or 
having a phone. One 
of the most exciting 
moments as a young 
child was finally 
getting a phone after 
years of waiting, beg-

ging and wanting. Finally, you 
get to be a part of a community 
that feels special and inclusive. 

Cell phones are used as a 
way for people to communi-
cate, and kids and teens alike 
want to feel just as included as 
everyone else. 

Being 12-years-old felt like 
the perfect time to be allowed 
into the world of technol-
ogy. Having a cell phone felt 
liberating, no longer having to 
rely on adults for every part of 
communication with friends. 

This was back in 2013, and 
it truly was a time to be alive. 
Now since technology has 
advanced so much, parents 
seem to be growing more open 
to the idea of children using 
technology or getting their 
own cell phone earlier and 
earlier in life. 

The amount of children with 

Third-grader Havyn Krentz and First-grader Hudsen Krentz watch a video 
on the computer while posing for a photo. (Photo by staff) 

as hard as it may 
be to not use 
technology with 
a child out in 
public or to get 
a few minutes 
of silence, it is 
sometimes the 
only solution 
available. 

While tech-
nology can be 
damaging, it is 
being integrated 
into classrooms 
and is being 
used as a very 
helpful learning 
tool. However, 
there is also a 
grey area for 
when technology 
should be used. 
There is technol-
ogy incorporated 
everywhere, 
especially in 
schools, grades 
K-12. At school 
alone, children 
get at least three 
or more hours 
of screen time. 
Schools are also 
giving students 
personal com-

puters, so they have a chance 
to get homework, that is done 
online, accomplished. 

Kids who are using technol-

ogy from such a young age, are 
creating a new era of kids with 
such a great amount of knowl-
edge. With this comes a grey 
area because since screens are 
used in school, somtimes for 
the majority of the day, how 
much should they be allowed to 
use at home?

While there can be a great 
amount of learning that can 
come from technology, there 
needs to be a line drawn on 
how far people should be will-
ing to take it. If millenials keep 
using and introducing technol-
ogy to kids at this rapid pace, 
handwriting as we know it will 
become obsolete. Future gen-
erations will no longer know 
how to hand write, and that is 
almost unfathomable. 

Technology should be used 
more as a learning tool and less 
as a use for relaxation. This 
generation has taken to the 
extreme use, and there needs to 
be a balance.

Wellington High School in 
Kansas recently welcomed a 
Summit Learning model that 
requires a lot of student screen 
time. There is much less face-
to-face time between students 
and teachers. The concept of 
this model could be life chang-
ing, but since the screen time 
got so extreme, students and 
parents started revolting. Stu-
dents started protests for some 
personal interaction. Parents 
were equally concerned; some 
even started pulling their kids 
out of school.

When people take technol-
ogy to an extreme, especially 
when children are involved, 
there needs to be balance. Chil-
dren under the age of 12 or 13 
should not have a phone or per-
sonal technology device. They 
should also have restricted 
access to other technology.    

Sophomore Mary Kate 
Gerber explained her thoughts 
on phones.

“I believe that the youngest 
age a child should get a person-
al phone is 12-years-old. There 
may be certain situations that 
call for a kid to receive a phone 
earlier than that, but for the 
most part I don’t feel like it is a 
necessity, prior to that. 

“I feel like once they reach 
that age, they are to the point 
where they are able to go off 
by themselves and are probably 
involved in activities where 
their parents are not there, so 
it is necessary for communica-
tion.”

Gerber shared her and 
her sisters’ experiences with 
technology.

“I was 13 when I got my 
first phone. My sisters who are 
12, 10, and 8-years-old have 
access to my mom’s phone 
and the computers and iPads 
that we have at home. So, they 
do spend quite a bit of time 
playing games together and by 
themselves. None of them have 
social media yet. But, they 
also know when it’s time to go 
outside or get off technology 
and just enjoy themselves.”

The overall lasting effects 
of technology on a young mind 
can be drastic. Children only 
need to have the right amount 
of discipline and in the future 
the damage can be prevented.      

Parents need to be more 
aware of how technology can 

affect their child’s mind 
and do their 

best to 
protect them. 

Photo by 
Taryn Burkhardt

"But, they also 
know when it’s 
time to go out-
side or get off                    
technology and just 
enjoy themselves..." 
Gerber said.
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Teachers resign from positions
Jamie Manhart, Syndia Coursen pursue new opportunities

By Abeni Feuerbacher
Staff Writer

     With the end of each school 
year comes many changes. 
The most unfortunate of these 
changes is when a teacher 
resigns from his or her position. 
Jamie Manhart, journalism 
teacher, and Syndia Coursen, 
Spanish teacher, are resigning 
to pursue new opportunities. 
     Manhart has been teaching 
at Silver Lake for 20 years. 
Some of the most notable 
changes she has made to the 
journalism classroom were 
the following: In 1995, she 
started a broadcast department 
where the students record daily 
morning announcements and 

produce highlight and feature 
videos. In 2006, she put her 
students in charge of the district 
website, and in 2016, she cre-
ated a more realistic environ-
ment for her students to work in 
by transforming her classroom 
to look more like a news room. 
She also created a student-run 
photography business called 
Eagle Eye Photography.
   “I had no plans to leave Sil-
ver Lake for at least another 10 
years when my youngest child 
graduates from here. 
     “However, before spring 
break, Greenbush approached 
me about this new position they 
were creating, and it sounded 
exciting and challenging. Most 
importantly, it offered me the 
opportunity to impact students 
across the state, and not just 
in Silver Lake. The opportu-
nity was too good to pass up!” 
Manhart said. 
     She described what she 
would be doing in her new job.
     “I will be the Career and 
Technical Education Coordina-
tor for Greenbush, an education 

service center that partners with 
schools, communities and agen-
cies statewide with the central 
mission of ensuring equal 
education opportunities for all 
students. I will provide profes-
sional development support and 
technical assistance for CTE 
teachers across the state.” 

     Manhart explained that even 
though her job is in Lawrence, 
she will still reside with her 
family in Silver Lake.   
     Junior Taylor Burkhardt, 
yearbook editor, expressed 
her feelings about Manhart’s 
leaving.
      “With Mrs. Manhart leav-

ing, a little piece of my heart 
is definitely leaving, too! She’s 
consistently been one of my 
favorite teachers, and I don’t 
think I would be where I am in 
school, today, without her.
     “Her optimism and  eager-
ness to learn is amazing. She 
has definitely inspired me to be 
a better student in every single 
aspect of school, and I hope 
she enjoys where she’s going. 
Greenbush is getting a good 
one!” Burkhardt stated.
     Manhart explained how she 
feels about her students.    
     “Over these past 20 years, I 
have been amazed every day at 
their creativity, their motiva-
tion, their compassion and their 
humor. They are amazing stu-
dents who are going to become 
even more amazing, productive 
citizens in this world. The tears 
start to flow when I think about 
not being with them next year!” 
Manhart said.
     Coursen has been teaching 

Jamie Manhart, journalism teacher, instructs Sophomore Aubryonna Webster on writing the daily 
morning announcements. (Photo by Ethan Clark)

Syndia Coursen, Spanish teacher, helps Junior Josie Martin with her project in Coursen's 
Learning Lab class. (Photo by Abeni Feuerbacher)

at Silver Lake for 10 years. 
Next year, she will be teaching 
at Topeka High School. She 
explained why she is making 
the change. 
     “I added Family & Con-
sumer Sciences to my teaching 
license two years ago and have 
become passionate about teach-

ing those life skills. Silver Lake 
doesn’t have the opportunity 
for me to teach those types of 
classes full time so when I saw 
Topeka had that opportunity I 
decided to check into it. When 
they offered me a position as a 
Family & Consumer Science 
teacher, it was too good of 

an opportunity to pass up,” 
Coursen said. 
     She stated that she is excited 
to teach these subjects because 
they offer life skills that can be 
used by her students after high 
school. Coursen also said that 

Topeka High School is a bilin-
gual school, and that, at some 
point, she may be able to use 
her Spanish skills as well. 
     Grace Fitzgerald, sopho-
more, explained her feelings 
toward Coursen’s leaving.
     “I was really bad at Span-
ish but because I like her so 
much as a teacher, I took her 
Building Healthy Family class 
this semester, which was really 
really fun. I am super sad that 
she is leaving because she is 
one of my favorite teachers and 
she’s just really easy to talk to 
and understands her students 
very well.” Fitzgerald stated. 
        Although she is excited 
to make the change, there are 
moments and people Coursen 
enjoyed at Silver Lake. She de-
scribed her favorite part about 
her current job.. 
     “My favorite part has been 
the students and the staff.  I’ve 
met so many fabulous students 
and had the opportunity to see 
them mature and enter their 
adult life and be successful.”
     “The staff and administra-
tion has always been support-
ive of anything I’ve wanted to 
try in my room. I have some 
amazing teacher friends that 
I will miss. They have seen 
me through the best and worst 
times in my life; I’m very 
grateful to them,” Coursen 
said.
      Both Manhart and Cours-
en's replacements were hired 
at the May Board of Education 
meeting. Allie Crome, who will 
graduate from Emporia State 
University this month, is the 
new journalism teacher. She is 
currently student teaching at 
Shawnee Heights High School 
USD 450 in English and Jour-
nalism. 
     Michele Gerber, a Kansas 
State University graduate, 
will be taking over Coursen's 
classes. Gerber is the current 
Spanish teacher at Kaw Valley 
USD 321. 
     Tammy Swaim, the current 
Food Service Manager for the 
district, resigned as well.

"... it was too 
good of an 
oppor tunity 
to pass up," 
Coursen said.
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Record Breakers 
Team Boys' School  Record Discus Throw: Trenten Cole, Gideon 
Remer, and Gannon Remer, with a distance of 432’5” (4/23/19)
Trenten – 158’5” ; Gideon – 157’11” ; Gannon – 115’1”
Team Girls' School Record Javelin : Saylor Steele, Taylin Hoover, and
Saige Steele, with a distance of 329’0” (4/26/19)
Taylin – 121’4” ; Saige – 106’9” ; Saylor – 100’11” 
Team Girls' School Record Pole Vault: Grace North, Taylin Hoover,
and Abeni Feuerbacher, with a height of 26’0” (4/23/19)
Grace – 9’6” ; Taylin – 9’0” ; Abeni – 7’6”
Wyatt Heiman - Beat 100-meter dash school record (10.7) and league 
record (10.64) with a time of 10.59. The league record was held by 
Riley County's Jordy Nelson.
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New SeaSoN, New reSultS
Spring sports athletes delve into competitions

By Mary Kate Gerber 
Staff Writer
Although it seemed like 

spring sports just started, post-
season action is already here.

Constantly traveling, the 
boys golf team has had their 
fair share of wins this season. 
Varsity has placed fourth at 
Emporia, second at Hidden 
Springs, fifth at Lake Shaw-
nee, third at Village Greens, 
and third at St.Marys. JV 
racked up some points as well, 
finishing fifth as a team at 
Osage City. 

The highlight so far was 
when the golfers clinched the 
Mid-East League Champion-
ship title on May 9 at Cool 
Springs Golf Course in Onaga 
with a team score of 355.

Junior Dusty Swain earned 
league champion honors with 
an 82. Senior Drew Calder-
wood medaled in second place 
with an 85, while Sophomore 
Tristan Smith medaled fifth 
(94) and Senior Jake Lind-
strom placed sixth (94).

Regionals were held at Lake 
Shawnee on Tuesday, May 14. 
Due to publication deadlines, 
please check our school web-
site for results.

Ending the season with a 
third place in the league, the 
varsity baseball team currently 
boasts a record of 12-6, while 
the junior varsity team is cur-
rently 9-6 as on May 10. The 
baseball team was able to once 
again play a game at Kauff-
man Stadium in Kansas City. 
Taking place on May 4, the 
Eagles beat the Wamego Red 
Raiders, 12-7. 

Senior Ethan Schulz, second 
baseman, has played baseball 

since grade school. 
He explained how he 
believes his season has 
gone so far. 

“For me this season 
has been great, as I have 
been playing in the field 
on varsity and have had 
a blast doing so...Our 
season as a whole has 
been somewhat suc-
cessful. We have faced 
some good competition 
this year and have had 
some rough games with 
our hitting and fielding, 
but we are continuing to 
try to get better as the 
season comes to an end 
here in a few weeks,” 
said Schulz. 

Schulz commented on 
what he will miss most 
about baseball after he 
graduates. 

“I feel the thing I will miss 
most about baseball is the feel-
ing of playing double headers 
throughout a nice evening and 
enjoying the game of baseball 
in general,” he explained.

The baseball team received 
the number three seed at re-
gionals. They played their first 
round game at home on Mon-
day, May 13 versus number six 
seed Perry-Lecompton. Again, 
due to publication deadlines, 
check the district website for 
results.

The varsity and junior var-
sity track teams have also been 
hard at work and seeing results. 
Over the course of the season, 
the varsity boys have placed 
first as a team at Silver Lake, 
Rossville, Rock Creek, and 
they were crowned Mid-East 
League champs with a score 
of 194. 

The varsity girls have pulled 
out two second place finishes 
at Rossville and Silver Lake 
and third place finishes at Rock 

Creek and league, while the ju-
nior varsity boys placed first at 
Rossville and second at Silver 
Lake. The junior varsity girls 
have placed second at Rossville 
and Santa Fe Trail. 

Freshman Brogan Renfro, 
a participant in both baseball 
and track and field, explained 
why he chose to dual sport this 
season. 

“My reasoning for doing 
a dual sport is that I have a 
genuine love for both sports, 
and I don’t want to give up one 
of them,” he explained.

Running the 4x1, 100-meter 
dash, 200-meter dash, partici-
pating in triple jump, and play-
ing centerfield has not proven 
to be easy. Renfro elaborated 
on what difficulties have sur-
faced, as he has attempted to 
balance both activities. 

“The challenges that have 
presented themselves are what 
practice I am going to and 
which one to go to if I have 
both of them on the same day. I 
have dealt with these chal-

lenges by switching off every 
day between practices. I have 
dealt with the other challenge 
by communicating with my 
coaches on what they want me 
to do and what I want to do,” 
he said. 

Sophomore Ryan Sterling, 
who competes in high jump, 
long jump, the 100-meter dash, 
and the 4x100 meter relay, 
commented on why he chose to 
once again participate in track. 

 “I came out for track this 
year because I enjoyed it last 
year, and it gives me another 
chance to hang out with some 
good people. I would say this 
year has been successful be-
cause I’m improving, and that’s 
all that you can ask for.

"Wyatt Heiman is an up-
perclassman that motivates a 
lot of people because of his 
speed and jumping skills,” said 
Sterling. 

Sterling has a reason to be 
impressed. At league, Heiman 
not only beat the school record  
in the 100-meter dash with a 
time of 10.59, but he also beat 
the league record of 10.64 
set by Riley County's Jordy 
Nelson.

Freshman Carsyn Frieden, 
who participates in the 400, 
800, 100, and 4x1, explained 
why she chose to go out for 
track in high school. 

“I came back for track this 
year because I had a good year 
last year and I wanted to see 
how I would do competing 
against different grade levels,” 
she said. 

Along with competing 
against a variety of people 
and in a wide array of events, 
Frieden explained what sets 
track apart from other sports 
she plays.

“Track is more of an indi-
vidual sport where you are 

competing for yourself, while 
volleyball and basketball, you 
are competing with a team,” 
she said. 

Frieden has placed in the 
top three every time in the 400 
and 4x1.

Taylin Hoover, sophomore, 
has also consistently placed 
well at meets. Hoover, who 
competes solely in javelin and 
pole vault, has contributed 
to breaking two team school 
records this year. She threw 
121’4” at St. Marys in order 
to contribute to the overall 
distance of 329’ 0”, alongside 
Seniors Saige and Saylor Steele 
for the javelin school record. 

At Silver Lake, she jumped 
9’0” in order to reach 26’0” 
with Juniors Grace North and 
Abeni Feuerbacher for the pole 
vault team record. 

Hoover explained how the 
broken records have contrib-
uted to enthusiasm toward the 
season. 

“I have been extremely 
excited to be a part of both of 
these because of how much 
talent each one of us has, and 
it’s only getting better as the 
season continues,” she said. 

Hoping to continue her suc-
cess, Hoover commented on 
how she anticipates the season 
will end. 

“I’m hoping by the end of 
the season I will have beaten 
the school record for javelin, 
along with a PR in pole vault-
ing of 10 feet,” she explained.

The track and field team will 
host 16 other schools at region-
als on May 17. 

Capping off their season 
as league champs, the Lady 
Eagles softball team has also 
had their fair share of success. 
Varsity went 16-4, and junior 
varsity went 14-7. 

Brooke Lindstrom, senior 

1. Sophomore Aubrey 
Bahner (Photo by Mary 
Kate Gerber)

2. Sophomores Mary 
Kate Gerber and Kristen 
Rakestraw (Photo by Grace 
Fitzgerald)

3. Senior Abby 
Pressgrove (Photo by 
Chelbe Johnson)

4. Junior Lyndsey Vande 
Velde (Photo by Mary Kate 
Gerber) 

5. Senior Jake Lindstrom 
(Photo by Ella Baird)

6. Senior Hallie Hay 
(Photo by Chelbe Johnson)

7. Junior Dustin Swain 
(Photo by Taylor
 Burkhardt)

8. Sophomore Deacon 
Zordel (Photo by Ethan 
Clark)

9. Sophomore Broden 
Call (Photo by Mary Kate 
Gerber)
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and four year participant in 
softball, explained how her 
involvement in the sport began 
and where it led her. 

“I have played second 
base since my junior year. I 
like how you are involved in 
almost every play and you 
have to always be on your toes 
ready to play...I started playing 
T-ball at age 4 and then began 
playing regular softball at age 
6. Softball has always been my 
favorite sport, and I have en-
joyed being able to play many 
different positions throughout 
my life.

“We have adjusted to a few 
changes this year, and we are 
all working hard to meet our 
team goals and win another 
state championship,” she said. 

She explained what she will 
miss.

“I will miss softball season 
because you are always sur-
rounded by your friends and 
playing the sport we all love," 
she said.

The Lady Eagles received 
the number three seed at re-
gionals. They headed to Osage 
City on Monday, May 13 to 
face number six seed Santa Fe 
Trail. 

Make sure to check out the 
district website and social 
media pages for post-season-
results. 

Sophomore Tristan Smith walks to the 
next hole at the Lake Shawnee tourna-
ment. (Photo by Taylor Burkhardt)


