
     Tiffany Munz, high 
school art teacher, said 
she followed a different 
path to the classroom.
      Munz said, “I did not 
actually choose to teach 
art, which is kind of sur-
prising to a lot of people. 
When I was in college, I 
wanted to be a photogra-
pher, so I was taking a lot 
of photography classes. 
     “I decided to get my 
teaching certificate as a 
backup. Once you decide 
to get your teaching cer-
tificate as a backup, your 
professors decide, ‘Hey, 
you’re going to be an art 
teacher’ so that's basically 
how it happened.”
      Although art wasn’t 
her initial career choice, 
she said that she loves it 
a lot.
      Another shocking fact 
is that Munz didn’t take 
any art classes in high 

school.
      “I was in theatre, and 
I was in choir. The only 
time that I did art was in 
middle school when they 
made us,” she said.
     Munz went to college 
at Washburn University 
on an art scholarship.
     “I bought a really 
dinky camera and started 
playing with it, and I got a 
scholarship for art. That's 
kind of how I got into art 
which is really weird and 
not how most people typ-
ically do it,” she explained.
     Once she got a job at 
Silver Lake, there were 
a few changes for her 
because she had never 
taught more than one 
class before.
     “I didn’t know any-
thing about teaching a 
whole bunch of different 
subjects at once, but it 
worked out,” she said.

     She teaches graphic de-
sign, drawing, ceramics, 
jewelry, art exploration, 
and advanced art. Stu-
dents enjoy the variety of 
classes that she offers.
     “I’m interested in jew-
elry and graphic design,” 
said Freshman Dakota 
Bottom.
     Freshman Austin 
Schulz said, “I’m in-
terested in ceramics if 
anything because the clay 
was something I actually 
enjoyed.”
     Munz also gave her 
thoughts on why she 
thinks kids gravitate to-
ward the art room.
     “I think a lot of kids 
gravitate toward art be-
cause it’s not the same as 
other classes. I don’t give 
homework. I don’t really 
do tests, plus I’m a little 
more laid back than other 
teachers. I’ll let you bring 

in food and drinks, and 
we usually have music on 
or you’re allowed to talk 
to each other while you 
work. There are a lot of 
different reasons why kids 
gravitate toward the art 
room.”
     Students like how 
much freedom they have 
in the art classroom.
     “My favorite part about 
art class is going to have 
to be talking a lot, and the 
hot cocoa,” said Schulz.
     Although art is a fun 
class to take, there is more 
to the class than that.
     “I think that art educa-
tion is important because 
it teaches kids a lot of 
different skills that I don’t 
even think they realize 

that they’re learning. We 
learn about problem solv-
ing, we learn to reinforce 
some of our math skills 
like measuring and mak-
ing straight marks with 
rulers, and I think that it 
teaches kids about critical 
thinking and things like 
that. 
     “So art education is 
really important to me, 
and I think everyone who 
wants kids to be educated 
for those reasons,” stated 
Munz.
     When it comes to 
making an impact on her 
students, Munz looks 
back on her past teachers 
as an influence.
     She said, “When I 
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think about making an 
impact I think about my 
high school physics teach-
er, Mr. Shetler, and how 
awesome he was at teach-
ing and how he made us 
feel like physics was the 
best thing in the world, 
even though it’s physics. 
     “His enthusiasm for his 
subject, the fun that we 
had doing the subject and 
the fun that we had doing 
the stuff, that’s what I try 
to do with kids. I don’t 
know if I’m getting there 
or not, but I try. I want 
kids to have fun, and I 
want them to learn about 
art and I want them to 
remember they had fun 
in art.”

Dakota Bottom, 
freshman, works on 
finishing her final 
project in art class 
by adding cursive 
lettering to her 
work. (Photo by 
Kaicee Johnson)

Bailey Badsky, freshman, paints her clay project to finish it up. (Photo by Kaicee 
Johnson)

Freshman Channer Feuerbacher lays out the 
outline of the beads for his final project in art 
exploration class. (Photo by Kaicee Johnson)
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High School Art Teacher Tiffany Munz helps 
Sophomore Taylin Hoover on her project in 
ceramics class. (Photo by Kaicee Johnson)

Tiffany Munz as-
sists Sophomore 
Maddie Field 
with her project. 
(Photo by Kaicee 
Johnson)


