
     Tonya McGough, 
junior high and high 
school choir teacher, has 
had a passion for music 
ever since she was a 
little kid. Her love for it 
still continues today.
     “I discovered my 
love for music because I 
grew up in a very musi-
cal family. My dad grew 
up playing the guitar, 
and we would all gather 
around and sing, and I 
grew up doing that.
      “And when I was 
in the second grade, I 
started taking piano les-
sons and singing lessons 
in church. It’s some-
thing I found out that I 
was really good at and 
something I loved and it 
has carried through my 

adulthood and become 
a career for me,” Mc-
Gough explained.
     McGough uses her 
love for music to make 
the class fun for her stu-
dents. Makenzie Graf, 
freshman, explained 
why she decided to go 
out for choir.
     “I decided to take 
choir because I like 
singing, and I went out 
in seventh grade. It was 
really fun so I decided 
to do it again,” she said.
     Seventh Grader 
Brooklyn Rupp also de-
scribed why she decided 
to take choir.
     “I decided to take 
choir because I have a 
passion for singing, and 
I have heard so many 
good things about Mrs. 
McGough. So I was 
really excited to see her,” 
she stated.
     McGough explained 
why she thinks choir is 
helpful.
     “I think that choir 
is very beneficial to 
students because first 
of all, it helps them 
express their emotions. 
And also, it makes them 
become better critical 
thinkers because they 
have to think about the 
music, rhythm, breath-
ing, lyrics, facial expres-
sions, the posture, and 
all that at the same time. 
It’s all coming at you at 
once,” she said.
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McGough gives her 
words of wisdom 
before her students 
perform.

Junior high students 
sing “It’s the Most 
Wonderful Time of 
the Year.”

Seventh Grader 
Brooklyn Rupp pre-
pares to perform in 
front of a big crowd at 
their concert.
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Tonya McGough, 
junior/senior high 
school choir teach-
er,  plays the piano 
while her students 
warm up.



     Silver Lake is known 
for winning state cham-
pionships. Graf shared 
how she thinks choir 
impacts the school.
     “I think choir im-
pacts the school because 
just like any other activ-
ity, we win champion-
ships and represent our 
school,” Graf stated.
     Studies show that 
learning how to read 
music can improve your 
test scores.
     “Music is all subjects 
at different times. We 
have history in music 
because we talked about 
how music has evolved 
and we have concerts 
that are based on histor-
ical events. 
     “Math comes in with 
the rhythm. You have 
to know fractions really 
well so you can split 
the beats in half and 
fourths. Science is in the 
sound. Sound is a sci-
ence in itself. Language 
arts because it’s litera-
ture, and you are learn-
ing to dig deep into the 
literature,” McGough 
explained.
     Rupp described what 
she likes about Mc-
Gough’s teaching style 
and how it helps her 
learn.
     “I like her because 
she is really fun, and 
and she doesn’t just 
make us sing. She 
doesn’t just say, ‘Ok sing 
this in this specific way.’ 
She takes time to teach 
us,” stated Rupp.
     The junior high and 

high school choirs 
already include over 100 
students but, as time 
goes on, McGough said 
she would like to see 
more. Graf and Rupp 
agree.
     “I would convince 
kids to come out for 
choir because I think 
it is just a very good 
learning experience, 
and it is just a really fun 
class,” said Graf.
     “I would tell kids to 
go out for choir. Choir 
is not just about singing. 
It’s about singing with 
friends and you get to 
learn how to blend your 
voices,” Rupp said.
     McGough talked 
about how the Silver 
Lake choir has evolved.
     “The first year I 
started teaching I had 
21 students in choir 
with one boy and I had 
two different sections. 
One section had 11 and 
one section that had 10. 
They were scared, and 
I was scared because 
I had never taught a 
choir before. We kind of 
learned together. 
     “Then we started 
having concerts which 
drew more students 
in. Back when we had 
block schedule is when 
I really started getting 
kids in because they had 
more options. We grew 
to a point where we had 
115 students in concert 
choir and now that we 
have changed schedules 
my numbers have gone 
down. 
     

     “I still have really 
good kids that are com-
ing in and still loving it,” 
she explained.
     Rupp described what 
McGough has taught 
her in her first semester 
of choir.
     “Choir has taught me 
many things about sing-
ing that I never knew 
before like, I never 
knew you had to really 
pay attention to breath-
ing between singing 
so it doesn’t sound like 
everyone’s breathing at 
the same time,” she said.
     McGough said her 
favorite part about 
teaching and the con-
nection she has with her 
students.
     “My favorite part 
about choir is that I get 
to see kids all day long, 
and we get to have fun. 
We get to learn new 
music. The music is not 
always their favorite, 
but we will hit one fa-
vorite song in the class.
It is just really fun, and 
I love it.
     “I feel like I have a 
really good connection 
with my students. I try 
to listen to them, and 
they share their music 
with me. One really 
fun part about my job 
is that I’m 53 years 
old, but I still know 
what teenagers are into 
because I get to talk to 
my students. It kind of 
keeps me young. But 
I love learning about 
their Fortnight dances,” 
described McGough.


