
     Locker doors slam-
ming, bookbags unzip-
ping, feet hustling down 
the hall. Kids are making 
their way down to Sadie 
Carlisle’s classroom. The 
classroom is full of games, 
laughing, learning, and 
having fun. 
     Carlisle, a seventh 
and eighth grade English 
teacher, arrives at school 
with a positive attitude. 
Some students come into 
her classroom feeling 
tired, but after a fun game 
or lesson, she hopes the 
kids are ready to work 
hard for the rest of the 
day. 
     Carlisle said, “I chose 

to teach seventh and 
eighth graders because I 
like their personalities. I 
like that they are indepen-
dent, but they also have 
that desire to learn and do 
well.
     “My favorite part about 
being a teacher is getting 
to spend the day with 
some awesome kids, and 
I’m glad I get to have stu-
dents from seventh grade 
to eighth grade because I 
get to see how much they 
grow from starting out as 
a seventh grader to the 
end of their eighth-grade 
year.”
     Carlisle said she really 
loves teaching in the 

Carlisle helps students 
better understand English 

Dani Ross, a seventh 
grader, works on find-
ing information on Rosa 
Parks. (Photo by Jaiden 
Holmes)

Avri Broxterman, seventh 
grader, asks for help from 
Carlisle on finding infor-
mation about the figure 
who inspires her. (Photo 
by Lauren Rollenhagen)

Maci Frehe, seventh grad-
er, writes down informa-
tion she found on Michael 
Oher. (Photo by Lauren 
Rollenhagen)

Broden Bartch, seventh 
grader, researches an 
inspirational figure while 
trying to explain the 
assignment to another 
classmate. (Photo by Lau-
ren Rollenhagen)
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Sadie Carlisle, seventh 
and eighth grade English 
teacher, plays the “helping 
verb” song on the smart 
board as the kids sing 
along. (Photo by Lauren 
Rollenhagen)



district where she went 
to school because she 
already knew most of the 
staff coming in, and she is 
glad she had many co-
workers helping her along 
the way during her first 
year of teaching. 
     “Being a new teacher 
in the district has been 
great. Luckily, I teach 
across the hall from Mr. 
Johnson. He was kind 
of in the same boat as I 
was, so it was nice to have 
somebody in that same 
position, so I didn’t have 
to go through all the new 
stuff alone,” she said. 
     She stated that when 
she first started teaching, 
everything seemed diffi-
cult. She said the college 
professors can’t teach 
students how to handle 
certain situations in col-
lege. However, luckily she 
had coworkers to help her 
out when needed. 
     One of Carlisle’s co-
workers is her mother, 
Tonya McGough. Mc-
Gough is the junior high 
and high school choir 
teacher and has been for 
31 years. 
     “Having my mom in 

the same building as me 
has been great. I was used 
to having her as a teacher 
from junior high to high 
school, so it’s really the 
same thing. It doesn’t re-
ally affect us that much.”
     She said she thought 
the students were nice 
to her and really un-
derstood what she was 
going through last year, 
since it was her first year 
as an Eagle. Carlisle was 
very appreciative of the 
students. She tried to 
be positive toward the 
students, and she always 
tried to teach in a positive 
manner. 
     Seventh Grader Spen-
cer Johnson, said, “She’s 
very energetic all the 
time, and I think it makes 
her class more fun that 
she’s always energetic.”
     Carlisle tries to help 
out her students with 
whatever may come about 
in class. Many students 
say she explains lessons 
thoroughly and makes it 
easier to understand. 
     Ellie Ross, an eighth 
grader, explained, “I do 
enjoy the way she teaches 
because she explains it in 

a really easy way for me to 
understand.”
     According to a recent 
school survey that in-
cluded about 76 junior 
high students, it was 
unanimous that Carlisle 
is always energetic during 
class, and they love her 
instruction. Most re-
sponses stated she makes 
learning English fun and 
easy to understand. 
     In the recent survey, 
Jersey Manhart, a seventh 
grader, said, “I’ve never 
really been great at that 
class, and she really helps 
me understand.” 
      From her two years of 
teaching so far, she has 
many memories, and one 
of them is from the junior 
dance. 
     “We implemented a no 
phone policy at the dance, 
which all the kids were 
really upset with at first, 
but once they all got in 
and got dancing and stuff, 
they really didn’t need 
their phones. 
     “It was cool to see 
them all having fun 
together and interacting 
without the phones,” said 
Carlisle. 


