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     Last year, administration and faculty dis-
cussed a new bell schedule. The thought of a 
blended schedule made students uneasy. There 
were concerns mostly about homework. How 
would students get all of their homework done 
with seven classes a day? How much would be

      Freshman Drew Henderson shared his opinion about the 
new schedule.
     “The pros are that on Tuesday and Wednesday, since classes 
are longer, I have more time to work on homework and study 
more. Cons are that those classes feel really long and slow.
      “I like all seven classes because we can get all of our home-
work that day and that the classes go by quicker,” Henderson 
said.
     Michelle Taylor, English and Speech teacher, said the 
blended schedule has presented some problems for her.
      “I have really struggled to adapt to the new schedule. I think 
this is the first week I knew what time classes ended. I do like 
seeing kids more often, but I also dislike the different ways I 
have to plan my classes,” she said.
      Taylor offered her feedback on the future of the blended 
schedule. 
     “I’m not sure what we should do. Block scheduling really 
comes in handy with my speech and debate classes, and I like 
block. At the same time, I do like seeing those classes regularly 
instead of only two or three times a week. I think I would like to 
keep the schedule the way it is,” Taylor stated.
     Womack explained his reasoning about why he changed the 
schedule in the first place.
     “There were multiple things. One is that the number of 
opportunities teachers and students had to see each other on a 
weekly basis was sometimes two times a week or three times a 
week. I thought it was more beneficial from an academic stand-
point to have teachers and students seeing each other more. That 
was a big one.
      “Another one was the attention span. An attention span for 
most people is in the neighborhood of 20-30 minutes. So having 
shorter class periods allows for making it a little bit easier to 
keep the attention span of our students, and it’s an easier way 
to plan. So those were the two big ones on wanting to get our 
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students in front of our teachers more often, and when they are 
there, keeping their attention on the topic at hand,” Womack 
said.
     He said he has not received the backlash he thought he might 
with such a big change in students’ and teachers’ daily routines.
      “So far the feedback has been minimal. I have had a few 
passing comments. I think some of the younger students prefer...
the shorter class periods. Those of us who have been in the 90- 
minute block for multiple years, some of those are partial to the 
90 minutes. 
     “I haven’t had a lot of direct feedback, but I think there are 
mixed results, some like one way and some like the other, like it 
was last year. I do feel like some of the students that, and this is 
secondhand information, that some of the students maybe who 
voiced concern last year actually prefer the seven-period day 
more than the block day. 
     “I wouldn’t say there are a lot of those out there that I know 
of, but there have been some. I think the other thing that has 
been discussed with me is more about the homework aspect than 
anything else,” Womack stated.
     He said that the new schedule is here to stay for awhile, and 
that the only issue being discussed in terms of revision is the 
90-minute advisory time offered on Wednesdays. Advisory time 
is currently being used for club meetings, college representa-
tive visits, testing, working with teachers on assignments, career 
activities, etc.
     “One of the things we are still trying to work out is how to 
maybe better utilize advisory time. Sometimes we have so many 
meetings we can’t get them all in...for some students. For other 
students, that’s a long period of time if they don’t have anything 
to work on or anything to do. The conversation is a lot around 
advisory on how we either split that up or reschedule that, so it’s 
more impact for students. Overall, right now, 
I don’t anticipate making any adjustments

By Joshua Boucher 
Staff  Writer

assigned? Would the teachers give less homework? 
     Students voiced many concerns back when the schedule was 
first proposed. However, despite the concerns, the new schedule 
was implemented in August. The old block schedule, which was 
in place for 20 years, offered students four 90-minute classes a 
day, not including seminar. The classes alternated each day, with 
a total of eight classes for students on a “maroon” and “gold” 
block schedule.
     The new blended schedule consists all of seven classes on 
Monday, Thursday, and Friday, with each class approximately 
50 minutes long. On Tuesdays, students attend their odd num-
bered classes, which are 90 minutes in length, and on Wednes-
days, students go to their even numbered classes. Students also 
have a 90-minute advisory period on Wednesdays.
    Principal Brad Womack discussed the difficulties the block 
schedule presented. Most of the problems originated from the 
length of the blocks.  
     “It is pretty tough to plan for a 90-minute class period that 
keeps the students’ attention all the way through, especially 
with students cycling through and losing focus a little bit. After 
so many minutes, you start to space off,” Womack said.
     He stated that everything is going better than he originally 
thought.
     “I think the start of the school year went a little more 
smoothly than I expected, so I’m really excited about that,” 
Womack said.

Junior Abby Pressgrove
Photo by Joshua Boucher 

Freshman Garet Crump
Photo by Joshua Boucher 

Freshman Noah Broxterman
Photo by Addison Hamilton



Change Of Plans

Q: What is your take on the new schedule? 
A: I think the new schedule is still in prog-
ress. There are more kinks that still need to 
be worked out. I think the homework load 
should be re-evaluated, as well as the topics 
we are being taught. I feel like teachers are 
teaching from the point of a block schedule 
just in this new format. For some classes it 
works, but for others it does not.

Q: What are the pros and cons of this new 
arrangement? 
A: I get to see my teachers almost every day, 
so if I need help, I can ask them. Cons are 
we have no seminar to go and ask teachers 
questions before class. We have less time for 
projects and discussion. The homework load 
has appeared to grow instead of shrink as 
promised. 

Q: Which schedule do you like better? 
Block or all seven classes? Why?
A: I am a supporter of the 4 block day sched-
ule because I felt there was nothing wrong 
with this schedule. This new schedule is too 
compact and uniformed. Seminar was a life 
saver and helped all students. Because a few 
students chose to use this time incorrectly, 
everyone was forced to reform and change. I 
am not fond of the schedule change. 

Steven Meier, 

History Teacher

Olivia Absher, 12

Syndia Coursen, 

Spanish Teacher

Q: What is your take on the new 
schedule?  
A: I like the new schedule because I see 
the students four times a week, and it’s 
the same days of the week, every week.

Q: What are the pros and cons of the 
new arrangement? 
A: I think the pros are that I have one long 
class a week for projects, and the cons are 
trying to adjust to the new start and end-
ing times of classes.

Q: Which schedule do 
you like better: block 
or all seven classes. 
Why?
A: I like the mix of both 
because I have one 
class period a week that 
I can plan the activities 
that take longer. 

Q: What is your 
take on the new 
schedule?   
A: I like it. I like 
that we are trying 
something new for 
the school year. 

Q: What are the pros and cons of 
the new arrangement? 
A: Some pros are we get more time 
to do homework and the shorter 
class days. Cons are maybe more 
homework on the longer block days.

Q: Which schedule do you like 
better: block or all seven classes. 
Why?
A: 7 block days. Those days make 
the school day go by much faster. 

Q: What is your take on 
the new schedule? 
A: I like the speed at which 
the classes seem to go. 
You come in, get a good 
bit done, and hopefully no 
one gets bored. 

Q: What are the pros and cons of the new arrange-
ment? 
A: I think there are pros and cons to any arrangement, 
but I think mostly positive. If you have a longer project 
planned, you can use it on the block day. If not, no big 
deal, either. The one con I would say would be memo-
rizing the class schedule.... so many times.

Q: Which schedule do you 
like better: block or all seven 
classes. Why?
A: I like the blended schedule. 
If it weren’t for new materials, I 
think that this would have been 
an easier transition for me.  

Opinion 

Students and staff react to new schedule
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Logan Matzke, 10



Mixed Schedule- 

Block Schedule-

7 Classes Every Day- 

Undecided-

8%

61%

28%

3%

Block Schedule vs. New Schedule Which Schedule Do You Like?*

*Results come from a Twitter poll with 89 responses

     The school year started off with a big change for students and faculty. 
Adjusting to the new schedule and trying to get out of our summer 
routines was difficult at first, but now it’s smooth sailing. Maybe not 
smooth, but we’re getting there.

     This new schedule change consists of Monday, Thursday, and Friday having all seven 
classes in one for 54 minutes, with Tuesday and Wednesday being our old block sched-
ule. 
     This new schedule has some perks, such as shorter class periods and lunch at an 

By Kennedy Kats 
Newspaper Editor

By Gracie Johnson
Newspaper Editor

     This new schedule has its upsides and its downsides. Now that students 
are getting into full swing into the new school year, people are forming 
opinions on what they think about this new change. My thoughts are that 
the district should change the mixed schedule to all seven classes because 

it definitely makes the day go by faster, and students don’t waste time that they could 
be using for something more beneficial. 
     I say we should change it to all seven because it’s so difficult to go from a fast-
paced day to slow, long hour days. Having to sit through any block day is hard 
because it just drags on. I do agree that we have more homework, but if students can’t 
prioritize their “to do” lists, then that’s on them. Students need to change some things 
in their schedule. I do like advisory because it’s longer, and getting rid of seminar 
prevents students from being able to quickly do their homework the morning it’s due. 

earlier time. The shorter time in class allows students to focus the whole period and be 
more productive. It also makes the day seem to fly by. 
     Some cons to this change are that seminar has now changed to advisory. Students 
only have this once a week, which makes it very difficult for those who have missed 
class to get extra help from the teachers. Also, some students don’t get as much time 
in advisory to do their homework because they have so many club meetings to attend. 
Personally, it was very hard to adjust to this schedule; learning the new times and getting 
used to going to the same classes every day was a struggle. 
     I like the block schedule more because students had a little extra time at the end of 
class to themselves. I always used that time to do homework, so that I would have less 
for that night. The new schedule doesn’t have this extra time, and most of the time the 
homework is due the next day. 

80% percent of those polled on Twitter felt like they 
had more homework compared to last year.
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New Places, Familiar Faces

     The year 
started out 
by introduc-
ing new and 
familiar faces 
to the high 
school. The 

High school welcomes three teachers to various parts of the building

Patrick Schultes, high school science teacher and Silver Lake alumnus, poses a question to his biology students. Schultes has 15 
years of  experience in education and was hired after Judy Hamilton, long-time science teacher, retired in May. (Photo by Ad-
dison Hamilton)

By Kaidon Kruger
Staff  Writer

only new high school teacher 
to the district is Patrick 
Schultes, the human anatomy, 
biology and forensic science 
teacher. Schultes is a graduate 
of Silver Lake and has re-
turned after years of instruct-
ing at other schools.
     “I have been teaching for 
15 years. Prior to teaching 
here at Silver Lake, I was at 
Washburn Rural High School 
for 11 years, where I taught 
an array of classes rang-
ing from general science to 
freshman biology to honors 
anatomy. 
     “Before Washburn Rural, I 
taught at Dodge City Middle 
School for three years, where 
I taught seventh and eighth 
grade science on the bilingual 

team,” Schultes said.
     He explained that the big-
gest difference between Silver 
Lake and the other schools is 
the smaller classes. He said 
multiple classes at Silver Lake 
are about equal to one Wash-
burn Rural class.
     After many years, Schultes 
finally returned as an Eagle. 
Now, he said he gets to see 
the school from a different 
perspective.
     “Having graduated from 
Silver Lake, the opportunity 
to return and teach here is 
amazing. I had the fortune of 
being taught by some of the 
very best teachers I have ever 
encountered, and the chance to 
continue that tradition is both 
humbling and exciting.
     “Outside of my family, 
there has not been a greater in-
fluence in my life than Silver 
Lake. The sense of commu-
nity and the expectation, plus 
commitment, to excellence 
is unrivaled. Those that have 
never lived or gone to school 
elsewhere don’t understand 
how truly special this place is.   
     “And the chance to follow 
in the footsteps of mentors 

Carrie Podlena, district librarian, explains the rules for the 
junior/senior high school breakout room during advisory time. 
(Photo by Taylor Burkhardt)

like Gail Naylor, CJ Ham-
ilton, or Harry LaMar was 
something I could not pass up 
when the opportunity arose. 
It is my turn to continue the 
cycle and make sure I give 
back to the place that made 
me who I am today,” he said.
     While Schultes may be the 
only new teacher in the high 
school, two familiar faces 
have made the switch from 
the junior high and grade 
school.
     Carrie Podlena, a former 
fifth-grade teacher, replaced 
District Librarian Mary 
LaMar who retired in May. 
Podlena, along with Sandee 
Klucas, are in charge of 

the elementary and junior/
senior high school libraries. 
This was not a sudden career 
change, however, as Podle-
na’s fascination with books 
and reading have led her to 
this position.
     “I have always had a 
passion for children’s books 
and young adult novels. My 
favorite thing to do in my 
fifth-grade classroom for 18 
years was read aloud. I love 
to try different voices and 
use a lot of expression when 
I read. Every summer, I read 
all of the William Allen White 
award books, and I love 
promoting those to students. 
I got my library endorsement 
a few years ago, and I really 
enjoyed the library activities 
I was a part of during my 
practicum,” Podlena said.
     Being the new district li-
brarian has provided Podlena 
with new  opportunities that 
being a fifth-grade teacher 
never offered. 
     “My favorite thing about 
being librarian is that I get to 
see all students in the district, 
preschool through senior, and 
that I get to make connections 

with them through books.        
     “I love to see students 
get excited about reading! I 
absolutely love when students 
come to talk with me about 
the books they are reading,” 
Podlena said.
     However, there are a few 
aspects of her old job that 
Podlena misses.
     “When you have your own 
classroom, those kids become 
like your family. You are with 
them day in and day out. I 
miss that family feel, but I 
still get to develop relation-
ships with the students in the 
library. I also miss teaching 
writing.  
     “I loved teaching students 
how to express themselves 
through their writing.  As 
a fifth grade teacher, I did 
several persuasive writing 
projects that the students were 
really passionate about, and 
I will miss those kinds of 
projects. My daughter is in 
fifth grade now, so sometimes 
I see the different things I 
used to teach coming home 
in her backpack, and it makes 
me miss it a little. I also miss 
my co-teachers, Julie Dick 
and Jenna Johnson,” Podlena 
explained.
     Another teacher who has 
switched classrooms is Kelby 
Brown, the former junior high 
social studies teacher. Ian 
Reel, the former shop teacher, 
left education in May to run 
his own business. Brown then 
made a career move.
     Brown explained why he 
accepted this new job.
     “It is a passion and hobby 
of mine to work in the shop, 
and I thought this would be 

a perfect place for me to 
continue my teaching career,” 
Brown said.
     Transferring to a new 
part of the high school is not 
without its downsides. Brown 
explained that he misses the 
teachers in the junior high 
hall, and that he misses the 
fun he had with his social 
studies’ students. In spite of 
this, Brown has experienced 
many advantages with this 
new job.
     “I get to work with my 
hands every day, and I see 
progress being made each day 
with the students. This was 
something that was harder to 
see when teaching social stud-
ies,” Brown said.
     He shared some of his dis-
likes about teaching industrial 
arts.
     “Truly, I haven’t found 
anything up to this point. I 
love it and am excited to get 
to school and work each day,” 
Brown said.

Kelby Brown, high school 
industrial arts teacher, assists 
Freshman Trent Reamer. 
(Photo by Addison Hamil-
ton)

“Outside of  my 
family, there 

has not been a 
greater 

influence in my 
life than 

Silver Lake.” - 
Schultes
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What school did you previously attend before Silver Lake?
• Preschool - 9th at Rossville
What are your thoughts about Silver Lake?
• Love it! Made more and very caring friends
What do you miss about your old school and why?
• I miss it because of the teachers and some of my old      

friends.
What is the most recent movie you have seen?
• “It”
Who is one celebrity you would love to meet?
• Lil U2i Vert

Coryanna Deiter
Sophomore

What school did you previously attend 
before Silver Lake?
• Washburn Rural High School whole 

life, Auburn-Washburn
Why did you transfer to Silver Lake?
• Not sure, moved to the country
What activities, clubs, sports are you 
involved in at Silver Lake? What is your 
favorite so far and why?
• FFA, Basketball, Baseball and Football 

next year
What is your favorite class?
• Welding
Who is your favorite teacher?
• Nick Hamilton
What is the one place you would like to 
visit in the world?
• Australia

Joshua GordonSophomore

Larissa Mireles
Sophomore

What school did you previously attend before 
Silver Lake?
• I moved around a lot, but attended Silver Lake 

for third grade only. I went to Highland Park 
before coming back.

What is your favorite thing about Silver Lake? 
Your old school and why?
• I like that everyone knows everyone because 

then it’s a safer school and community. At my 
previous school, it was more diverse, and it was 
cool to see different cultures.

What activities and clubs are you involved in at 
Silver Lake? 
•  I am in the Environmental Thumb Club and 

Scholars Bowl. I really like the Environmental 
Club because it’s a chance to do things for the 
community. 

Who is your favorite teacher?
• Weber
Who is one celebrity you would love to meet?
• Shawn Mendes

What school did you previously attend 
before Silver Lake?
• Jefferson West
What is your favorite thing about Silver 
Lake? Your old school and why?
• Favorite thing about Silver Lake is 

how friendly everyone is. Favorite 
thing about Jeff West was my track 
coach.

What do you miss about your old school 
and why?
• My friends because I hardly ever get 

to see them.
What is your favorite animal?
• Fox
Anything you would like to add?
• Mr. Workman played slow pitch soft-

ball with my grandpa about 30 years 
ago, and Mr. Workman’s nickname 
was “Wheels.”

Kyler Kaniper

SophomoreAdam Smith

Sophomore

What school did you previously attend 
before Silver Lake?
• Topeka West
What is your favorite thing about Silver 
Lake? Your old school and why?
• I like how the teachers at Silver Lake are 

engaging and that keeps me interested. 
At Topeka West, I like the open campus 
because I could go outside.

What do you miss about your old school 
and why?
• It was bigger so I had more room.
What activites or clubs are you involved 
in?
• Environmental Club
What is your favorite restaurant?
• Red Robin

Tyler Glenn
Junior

What school did you previously attend be-
fore Silver Lake?
• Seaman High School, and I was in the 

10th grade
What are your thoughts about Silver Lake?
• It is a good school. I have made new 

friends faster than I thought I was going 
to.

What is your favorite thing about Silver 
Lake? Your old school and why?
• My favorite thing at Silver Lake is the 

teachers because they are nice and helpful. 
My favorite thing of Seaman was the kids 
because they were nice.

What is your favorite animal?
• German Shepherd
Who is your favorite teacher?
• Backman

Dylan Wiles

Freshman
What school did you previously attend before 
Silver Lake?
• Eisenhower High School in Goddard 7th, 8th, 

9th
What is your favorite thing about Silver Lake? 
Your old school and why?
• The fact that it’s smaller. What I liked about 

EHS is that it was right next to Wichita
Why did you transfer to Silver Lake?
• I came to live with my aunt.
What is the most recent movie you have seen?
• “Jurassic Park” for the 45th time
What is the most recent book you have read?
• “Fahrenheit 451”
Who is your favorite teacher?
• Mrs. Munz

* Senior Brooke Lamberson, new student, 
was not available for an interview.
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Homecoming - Freaky Friday Fun 

Photos by
Halie Bouton, 
Kennedy Kats, 

Rivers Schwenn,
and Kaidon Kruger

Queen Miranda Graf
and King Josh Dallman

Trent Byers

Andrea Hoffen and Josh Boyd

Josh Dallman and Keenan Baird

Miranda Graf  and Josh Dallman
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      Homecoming was held on Friday, Oct. 13 with the parade starting at 1:45 p.m. The theme for the parade was 
Friday the 13th, and the annual pep rally followed after at CJ Hamilton Stadium.  
      The dress up day themes for the week were: Zombie Day on Monday, Trick or Treat on Tuesday, Scary Movie 
Day on Wednesday, Dead Celebrity on Thursday, and Freaky Friday the 13th Spirit Day on Friday. 
     Winners included Leah Gustafson for Zombie Day; Ethan Schulz and Miranda Graf for Trick or Treat; Sailor 
McDonald for Scary Movie; Calen Schuckman for Dead Celebrity; and Jordan Mountain and Tucker McCaffrey for 
Friday the 13th. 
      The Homecoming Ceremony was held before the football game, as Silver Lake played and defeated the Oska-
loosa Bears. The candidates were Jade Mountain and Keenan Baird; Trent Byers and Nicole Gerber; Andrea Hoffen 
and Josh Boyd; and Josh Dallman and Miranda Graf. The King and Queen were Graf and Dallman.
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Seniors’ determination leads team’s drive
By Andrea Hoffen
Staff  Writer

     Small town Silver Lake is all about 
community, dedication and, most of all, 
tradition. The Eagles football team has 
been working hard to make it to state 
this year. Going to state has always been 
a part of Silver Lake athletics.
     The senior boys have a strong incen-
tive to make it to state, as six of them 
have older brothers who have made it 
to the championship game. As league 
games wind down for the football team, 
the Eagles remain the only undefeated 
team in the Mid-East League. 
     Knowing the community has high 
expectations for these senior boys has 
the team even more determined.
     Senior Joshua Dallman explained 
how the community affects how they 
play.
     “The community constantly 
reminds us how we haven’t 
been to state, and as someone 
whose brother won not one, 
but two, state championships, 
I always get kicked into be-
cause of that,” Dallman said.
     The football team’s ultimate 
goal is another state title, but the next 
game in front of them is their main 
focus as of now. 
     Will Boyd, senior, explained how
the seniors keep the team motivated.

final year,” said Baird. 
     Not only do other people’s words 
and actions affect how they play, but so 
do their own.
    Josh Boyd, senior, shared how he 
stays motivated.
     “My self motivation is that I hate 
to lose, so I always work my hardest 
because I have to win,” explained Boyd.       
     To Dallman, football can have 
more meaning than just winning. He 
explained what football has taught him 
throughout the years. 
     “Football has taught me that you 
have to work for the things you really 
want in life. Things are not just handed 
to you,” he said. 
      This group of senior boys have 
played together since grade school, 
which gives them a special connection. 
As the season goes on, they believe in 
the potential they have. Brady Snook, 
senior, explained how the senior boys 
have grown together.
     “Playing together for so long has 
helped us to bond. We know the other’s 
style of play and how we compliment 
each other. We have become a family,” 
Snook shared. 
     Baird shared why he wants to win.
     “I mainly just want to win it because 
it would be a great way to go out,” he 
explained. 
     The Eagles football team will be 
hosting Royal Valley this Thursday, 
which is also Pink Out and Senior 
Night. 
     The following Tuesday there will be 
a bi-district game. Check the school’s 
Facebook and Twitter pages for an-
nouncements about this game later this 
week. 

     “We try to bring a lot of energy to 
each practice and take steps forward, 
not backward,” explained Boyd. 
     Working hard in practice is not the 
only key to success. Having supportive 
fans is also a factor. 
     Senior Jordan Priddy explained who 
his biggest supporters are.
     “Family and teammates are my big-
gest supporters. Family has always been 
a huge support because they care about 
my success. Teammates are like family 
on the field, and we care about what 
happens to each other,” Priddy said.
     Head Coach CJ Hamilton shared his 
thoughts on this year’s group of players. 
     “Through seven games we have done 
some really good things, but also at 
times have done some uncharacteristic 
things. If we do not self destruct by not 
taking care of the bad, there is a great 
deal of potential shown by this group,” 
Hamilton said. 
     The Eagles have fallen short on   
  making it all the way to the state 
championship these past few years. 

  In 2015, the Eagles lost 
  against Rossville at sub-state, 
  and in 2016, they were  
  stopped by Sabetha at 
  regionals. It was the same 
  story last year, ending their 
  season at regionals, this time 
  against Nemaha Central.
Not reaching that state cham-

pionship goal has only made their drive 
increase. 
    Senior Keenan Baird explained his 
view over the past years. 
     “I think we have all been pretty 
determined since last year’s loss in the 
playoffs. We want to make it to state our 

“...there is a 
great deal of  

potential shown 
by this group.”
-CJ Hamilton

(Photos by staff)



Cross Country
Girls Golf

Football

League Record
Varsity:

Friday, September 1 (H) KC Washington
81-14

Friday, September 15 @ St. Marys 
27-20

Friday, September 22 (H) Rock Creek
41-14

Friday, September 29 (H) Rossville
14-0

Friday, October 6 (H) Riley County
41-14

Friday, October 13 (H) Oskaloosa
68-0

Upcoming
Friday, October 20 @ Perry-Lecompton
Thursday, October 26 (H) Royal Valley

Tuesday, October 31 – Bi-District
Saturday, November 4 – Regional
Friday, November 10 – Sectional
Friday, November 17 – Sub-State
Saturday, November 25 – State 

@ Hutchinson Community College

JV Football: 6-0

As of: 10/19/17
Volleyball

League Record
As of: 10/19/17

Varsity: 8-2

JV: 9-1

C-Team: 4-6

August 28 @ Village Greens GC
Team- 1st 
Claire Austin and Jayme Lindstrom-2-man team title
Liz Perry and Grace Hubbard- 5th place medal
August 30 @ Seaman Invitational
Lindstrom places 7th and Perry places 15th
August 31 @ Lake Perry Country Club
Leah Gustafson- 13th
September 5 @ Shawnee CC
Lindstrom- 4th 
September 11 @ Holton CC
JV- 2nd 
Tori Smith- 3rd 
September 19 @ North Topeka GC JV
JV- 1st
Medalists: Smith- 2nd, Madelyn Field- 4th, and 
Madeline Cregan- 7th
September 25 @ Village Greens GC
Team- 5th
Lindstrom- 13th 
September 26 @ Hidden Springs GC
Team- 3rd
Medalists: Austin- 11th, Lindstrom- 14th, Perry- 
15th
October 2  @ Western Hills
Team- 4th
Medalists: Creagen- 7th, Lindstrom 8th
 October 5  @ North Topeka Gold Course
Lady Eagles place 3rd
Medalists: Lindstrom- 9th, Austin- 10th, Cregen- 
15th
October 10 @ Lake Shawnee – Regionals 
Team- 3rd
Medalists: Lindstrom-4th, Austin-9th 

October 16 @ Hays/Smoky 
Hill Country Club – State
Golfers competing:
Claire Austin
Madeline Cregan
Leah Gustafson
Jayme Lindstrom
Tori Smith

September 9 @ Wamego
Anna Ruby 11th, Grace North 23rd, Kristen 
Rakestraw 24th, Mary Kate Gerber 29th, Aubrey 
Bahner 40th, Gabe TenEyck 9th

September 14 @ Hiawatha
Gabe TenEyck 2nd, Blake Wende 5th, 
Drew Henderson 7th, Jason Schroeder 8th, 
Aubrey Bahner 16th, Grace North 18th, Kristen 
Rakestraw 21st, Anna Ruby 22nd, 

September 21 @ Alma
Girls team- 1st
Aubrey Bahner 2nd, Anna Ruby 3rd, Kristen 
Rakestraw 4th, Mary Kate Gerber 7th,
Seth Evans 1st, Blake Wende 5th, 
Jacob Taylor 12th

September 23 @ Rim Rock Farm
Girls team- 4th
Boys team- 6th
Grace North 109th, Gabe TenEyck 33rd, Jason 
Schroeder 120th

Thursday, October 5 @ Osage City
Grace North 5th, Anna Ruby 13th, Gabe TenEyck 
2nd, Jason Schroeder 5th

Thursday, October 12 @ Alma
Gabe TenEyck 2nd (All League), 
Jason Schroeder 10th (All League)

As of: 10/19/17

As of: 10/19/17

Good luck to our 
post season athletes!

Congrats to the Lady Eagles on their 
No. 1 seed at Sub-State!

Sports 9
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     Nick Crump, senior, is 
known by many as a tal-
ented artist and a kind-hearted 
person. 
     He has been drawing since 
he was about 3 or 4 years old, 
about the same time he was 
diagnosed with Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy, a dis-
ease that has confined him to 
a wheelchair since he was 6.
     Crump described his all-
time favorite drawing.
     “My favorite piece of art 

is the one I did of the video 
game character Yhorn the Gi-
ant. I find it to be my favorite 
because it’s probably the 
most advanced and realistic 
one I have done,” he said.
     He shared what he is look-
ing forward to in the future 
and some fun memories he 
has already experienced his 
senior year.
     “I am most excited about 
graduating. Since I was diag-
nosed with my disease, the 
doctors did not think I was 
going to make it as far as I 
have. So that is what my goal 
is for this year - to graduate. 
Something exciting I’ve done 
so far this year was when I 
played Mario Kart with some 
of my classmates and some 
of the school staff,” Crump 
explained.

     He shared what motivates 
him to keep drawing.
     “Drawing is one of the few 
abilities that I still have, so 
I’m trying to see how far I can 
push that ability to make it 
better,” he said.
     After he graduates, Crump 
said he plans to spend time 
with family, play video 
games, and of course, draw. 
     Annette Fieger, special 
education teacher, has known 
Crump for many years and 
shared some details about his 
personality.
     “Nick is a respectful young 
man, who also has an ornery 
side! He is thoughtful enough 
to get to know each of us in 
the room, as well as other 
adults who provide services 
for him. He is very consid-
erate, saying thank you to 
everyone. 
     “His mischievousness not 
only catches us off guard at 
times, but also is a sure fire 
way to get a smile out of him.  
Don’t let his innocent face 
fool you; it was Nick! 
     “Nick is an extremely 
talented artist. He is able to 
simply look at a reference and 
draw a similar picture.  He 
can create images from his 
imagination that are always 
very detailed and eye-catch-
ing.  

     “He is also a strong re-
searcher.  When he has a topic 
that he is interested in, he is 
very conscientious in finding 
information. He will not just 
look through the first search 
and be done. He continues 
with many sources and will 
expand his search to include 
related topics he comes 
across,” Fieger said.
     Donna Abrams, parapro-
fessional, described a funny 
memory that she shares with 
Crump.
     “Nick loves to draw so 
much that I would have to 
take his pencil away from 
him, so he would listen to the 
teacher!” she said.
     Marie Kalas, paraprofes-
sional, shared some other 
special memories.
     “I love seeing him. He 
brings a smile to my face all 
the time. I have done different 
projects with him over the 
years, making a large diorama 
of Crater Lake in Oregon 
(watching him use an X-Acto 
knife on the Styrofoam made 
me nervous), numerous sci-
ence events from dinosaurs 
to rocks, looking at haunted 
places, to researching places 
he’d like to visit (warm, clear, 
blue ocean water locations). 
     “But I’d have to say the 
one thing I enjoyed the most 

with him was last April after 
he returned from his vaca-
tion to Gulf Coast, Alabama. 
I worked with him on doing 
a journal of his trip. I loved 
hearing the great stories and 
seeing the pictures,” Kalas 
said.
     Mendy Crump, N. 

Crump’s mother, said that 
at age 4, his family began 
to notice that he was having 
trouble walking, and he was 
falling a great deal. N. Crump 
lost his ability to walk at age 
6. 
     She said Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy is an 

“Yhorn the Giant,” a favorite of  
Crump’s, is a drawing of  a video 
game character that he created.

By Rivers Schwenn, 
Staff  Writer

 
         
      
Crump pursues his artistic   
abilities despite life’s setbacks



Feature 11Nick Crump works on one of  his many pencil sketches in the 
resource room. (Photo by Rivers Schwenn)

inherited disease that attacks 
every muscle in the body and 
affects only males. There is no 
cure for this terrible disease.
     In addition to being con-
fined to a wheelchair since 
age 6, M. Crump said he has 
also been on a ventilator for 
the past two and a half years. 
This disease has attacked and 
weakened his lungs, making it 
hard for him to breathe. Due 
to his DMD, he spends most 
of his time in the resource 
room at the high school to 
avoid catching any illnesses.
     She explained that her son 
has countless amazing quali-
ties and noted his creative 
talent.
     “He is so funny, intelligent, 

and courageous to name just 
a few. He is artistic. He has 
limited ability to use his arms 
and hands due to the muscular 
dystrophy, but he still man-
ages to draw amazing draw-
ings free hand. He spends 
countless hours drawing.
     “He is a courageous war-
rior who fights each day to 
live, to breathe, to be here on 
this earth with his family. He 
does it with such grace. He 
never complains about the 
hand he was dealt. He also 
thinks about others,” she said.
     M. Crump spoke about her 
son’s future after he finishes 
high school.
     “Our goals for Nicholas 
as he graduates, it is hard to 

say, as we have spent his life 
trying to keep him alive and 
healthy and to make his time 
on this earth enjoyable. I think 
our goals as parents are that 
everyone in this community 
know Nicholas for who he is. 
Not for this horrible disease, 
but for the great admirable 
young man that he is. Nicho-
las will continue to draw, 
and we have talked with him 
about taking a drawing class 
online after graduation,” she 
explained.
     She shared where she 
thinks his drawing ability 
came from.
     “Nicholas definitely does 
not get his artistic ability from 
his mother, as I cannot draw a 

stick figure!
     “He gets his artistic abil-
ity from his father and his 
two late uncles. Nicholas 
has two uncles whom have 
passed away with Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy before 
he was born. They, too, were 
tremendous artists. 
     “Jake, Nicholas’ dad, is a 
very artistic person. He can do 
anything,” she said.
     N. Crump is constantly 
creating new pieces of 
artwork, and his mom noted 
some of her favorites.
     “We have scrapbooks that 
when he comes home from 
school we immediately put the 
drawings in his scrapbooks. I 
think my favorite pieces are 

those of the dragons and the 
dinosaurs. Nicholas always 
said that he was going to be a 
paleontologist when he grew 
up. He had every toy dinosaur 
in the surrounding region. 
You can really tell that when 
he draws those dinosaurs 
and dragons, he is drawing 
from the heart. He truly loves 
the dinosaurs, and I believe 
would do an amazing job as a 
paleontologist,” she said.
     She explained how his 
disease has slowly taken away 
function over time.
     “Throughout the years, 
Nicholas went from being 
able to walk on the bus to rid-
ing onto the bus in a wheel-
chair. He went from breathing 

“As far as the prognosis, it is terminal. That is why we 
are hoping that everyone that comes into contact with 
Nicholas will seize every moment and strive to be the 

very best they can. Too many people take for granted the 
health that they have been given. I want the students at 

Silver Lake and their parents to realize how precious life 
really is,”  M. Crump said. 

 

on his own to needing to use 
a ventilator. He went from 
spending time in the class-
room with his classmates to 
spending time in the resource 
room to keep him from get-
ting sick. Nicholas went from 
going to school full time to 
only three days a week, as he 
gets too fatigued throughout 
the week.
     “He now is having trouble 
eating. The muscular dystro-
phy has attacked the muscles 
that assist with chewing and 
swallowing. He has to eat 
pureed food now, and that is 
getting hard for him. 
     “Nicholas had a feeding 
tube placed and will start 
night feedings to assist with 
his nutrition. And we are 
hoping this will assist with 
decreasing the fatigue that 
Nicholas has when he eats.
     “The littlest thing that you 
and I do as far as brushing our 
teeth, breathing, eating, is the 
hardest thing for Nicholas.
     “As far as the prognosis, 
it is terminal. That is why 
we are hoping that everyone 
that comes into contact with 
Nicholas will seize every mo-
ment and strive to be the very 
best they can. 
     “Too many people take for 
granted the health that they 
have been given. I want the 
students at Silver Lake and 
their parents to realize how 
precious life really is,” M. 
Crump said.
     
    
      
 

Sketched Sept. 18. Sketched Aug. 28.
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     With winds traveling the 
speed of 130 mph, Hurricane 
Harvey struck a powerful 
blow to the larger-than-life 
state of Texas, including the 
community of Refugio, Texas 
and its school, causing cata-
strophic flooding and damage.
     The Silver Lake district 
has taken the opportunity to 
help the process of  rebuild-
ing the devastation in that 
close-knit town. Eagle Pride 
Printing, the high school’s 
student-run printing busi-
ness, made approximately 
866 T-shirts in an attempt to 
assist Refugio High School’s 
students, as the community 
restores their hometown. 
     Carolyn Worthington, 
Eagle Pride Printing director, 
shared how the printing busi-
ness got involved.
     “Their school already 
had plans in place to provide 
a school T-shirt for every 
student prior to the hurricane. 
Now that they have all of the 
issues with the hurricane, we 
are stepping in and taking that 
over and trying to provide 
them with something to help 
boost their school spirit.

     “The students, faculty, and 
staff for the entire district will 
be receiving the shirts. We 
did try to go as inexpensive 
with the cost of the T-shirts as 
we could, so we went with a 
white T-shirt instead of some-
thing with color,” she said. 
     According to Worthington, 
the cost was $1.20-$1.30 per 
shirt. The actual bill for the 
T-shirts amounted to just less 
than $1,400, not including 
the cost of the materials and 
the ink.
     “Our class is basically do-
nating that part of the expense. 
We are having fundraisers, for 
example, the Teacher vs. Stu-
dent basketball game. Those 
funds will go toward trying to 
offset the cost. We have asked 
for a few donations. We have 
had a few individuals in our 
community actually donate 
toward the cause. 
     “People like to help when 
there is a need, and Silver 
Lake always steps up,” 
Worthington said.
     On Oct. 12, Eagle Pride 
Printing completed the T-shirt 
production for the district of 
Refugio. The T-shirts shipped 
out Oct. 17.
     Science Teacher Kim-
berlynn Uhl contributed to 
assisting Refugio’s commu-
nity by organizing a Teacher 
vs. Student basketball game 
to increase awareness of the 

knew that it was a rather poor 
area. I just contacted them to 
see how hard hit they were.   
     “I was struck by how simi-
lar their school was to Silver 
Lake: almost the same size, a 
state championship football 
team they all rally around, and 
that school is really the center 
of their community like Silver 
Lake is. They were really hard 
hit, and they had just finished 
renovations on their school. 
They lost their entire school 
library for grades 7-12.
     “I thought, ‘This is the 
kind of school we’d want to 
help,’ and to make it even 
more clear that Refugio was 
a good school, all of the sur-
rounding schools were telling 
their students to go elsewhere. 
Refugio was different; they 
wanted their students in 
Refugio, not someplace else. 
Those kids on the football 
team came back and were 
actually living in the weight 
room of their school, so they 
could play football for the 
community. That really struck 
me that Refugio is different,” 
Hockett said.
     Hockett shared what 
the junior high has done in 
regards to helping Refugio’s 
school.
     “We have had some school 
supplies brought in. A lot of 
the supplies were books, so 
we could help restore their 

catastrophe. 
     “During one of our Envi-
ronmental Green Thumb Club 
meetings, we talked about 
what ways we could help, 
and a Teacher vs. Student 
basketball game was one of 
the ideas that was thrown out 
and that was the one that had 
a lot of interest,” Uhl said.
     She shared her reaction 
to the participation of the 
community the day of the bas-
ketball game, where donations 
were welcome.
     “I wasn’t sure what to ex-
pect, but it had a lot of interest 
from students and from teach-
ers wanting to participate. For 
the actual game, seeing the 
number of community mem-
bers is really exciting. To see 
people come together all for a 
good cause to help our com-
munity help another commu-
nity in need is awesome. The 
total amount of how much 
money was donated during 
the game came to just a little 
over $804,” she said.
     Uhl shared her thoughts 
on why it is important for 
students and teachers to get 
involved in such a great 
cause.
     “I think it’s great for a 
variety of reasons. One, it 
allows not only students and 
teachers to work together, but 
from a teacher’s perspective, 
you get to see students outside 

Every Student Matters, Every Moment Counts
library. I’m not sure they are 
quite ready to replace their li-
brary; it still has a lot of mold 
issues. I’m thinking about 
having a book drive at Barnes 
and Noble, but mostly we’ve 
just been asking students to 
bring in school supplies and 
money. 
     “We have one student, Ol-
ivia Day, who has really been 
instrumental from the junior 
high: trying to collect money, 
working through her church 
youth group, and going 
around the community asking 
for donations. She’s been a 
real push behind that from the 
junior high standpoint. Refu-
gio is such a poor district that 
anything we can offer them 
will certainly be of use. 
     “Their superintendent said 
before the storm, their motto 
was, ‘Every student matters, 
every moment counts,’ and 
she said after the storm that 
their motto was much more 
important for them. 
     “As poor as they are, and 
as many obstacles as they 
face, they come together and 
do their best, and they want 
what is best for their com-
munity,” Hockett said.

By 
Heather Jordan,
Staff  Writer

of the classroom environment 
- the same for students. They 
get to see teachers in a differ-
ent environment other than 
the classroom.
     “Everybody is coming 
together and incorporating the 
community into it, and I think 
it’s wonderful for students to 
have that experience in help-
ing others,” Uhl said.
     Junior High English / Lit-
erature Teacher Joy Hockett 
provided the push behind the 
idea of Silver Lake helping 
Refugio’s community.
     “I had been down there 
this summer. I went down 
there for a week to Rockport, 
Texas to take my godson 
to the beach and just goof 
around. We really liked the 
area; it was a lot of fun, 
and we want to go back. 
After I saw the devastation 
in Rockport, I wanted to do 
something for their school 
down there.
     “Initially I thought, ‘Well, 
let’s help somewhere in 
Houston because it was so 
hard hit,’ but Mrs. McGough 
said, ‘No, let’s pick a smaller 
town because they’re getting 
forgotten.’ So, initially, I did 
contact Rockport schools to 
try to help them, but they said 
they had been inundated with 
offers. We looked elsewhere. 
     “Refugio was just a few 
miles inland, and I already 

Junior Ryan Slechta, Sophomore Seth Evans, and Junior Macey Clark
Photo by Addison Hamilton

Sophomore Jayme Lindstrom and 
Science Teacher Patrick Schultes
Photo by Taylor Burkhardt

The students play defense against the teachers.
Photo by Taylor Burkhardt

Photo by Taylor Burkhardt

Photo by Addison Hamilton

Senior Ethan Cregan
Photo by Taylor Burkhardt


