
     Do you ever wonder how teachers handle their 
jobs and lives at the same time? How do they handle 
teenage kids every day and still have enough patience 
for their little ones at home? Kimberlynn Uhl provides 
a good example of how she handles all of it. 
     Uhl is a high school science teacher and cheer-
leading coach at Silver Lake. She said she adores her 
job as well as the town she grew up in. She recalled 
everyone knowing each other in her town and that’s 
why she and her husband chose to bring their kids to 
school in Silver Lake. 
     “Having graduated from Silver Lake, I enjoyed be-
ing here and having kids of my own. My husband and 
I talked about what would be best for them. I definite-
ly would say this small town community is amazing.
      “I know so many students disagree, but as you get 
older, you realize. Really being in a small community 
is awesome. Everybody knows everybody. Everyone 
comes together, and I just thought what better way to 
raise my kids. 
     “I love being able to know all my students. Teach-
ing at a bigger school where I wasn’t able to know all 
of them, that kind of bothered me. I enjoy being able 
to know every kiddo here, so that’s a big part of why I 
wanted to come back,” she explained. 
     Uhl was inspired by a line of teachers in her family. 
Her mom, Cyndi Circle, is a junior high art and pho-
tography teacher, as well as a Golden Eagle Graphics 
teacher, at Silver Lake. They work together as spon-
sors for Student Council. She said she loves working 
with her mom in school because she’s her best friend. 
     “I would definitely say my family, my mom, and 
my grandpa inspired me. Especially being really close 
to a teacher, I always enjoyed being in their class-
rooms and watching them interact with students. I 
thought that was a lot of fun, and what better way to 
enjoy your topic than to educate others,” Uhl said. 

(See the rest of the article on pg 3.)

The story behind Uhl

Coach Uhl gives advice on positions for state cheer 
during practice in the gym.

The high school cheerleaders work on their crowd 
leading chant.

Freshman Natalie Olson gets advice  for her roller-
coaster analysis document from Uhl during science 
class.

Freshman Connar Adams explains the length of a roll-
ercoaster track to Uhl.
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     After deciding to teach 
at Silver Lake, Uhl said 
she felt as if she had been 
anticipating that day her 
whole life. Going from 
job to job, she never felt 
in place. Her true passion 
was in a classroom sur-
rounded with students. 
     “I would probably say 
I was just super excited. I 
wouldn’t necessarily say 
I was nervous, I was just 
super pumped because 
I was like, ‘This is what 
I’ve been waiting for,’ 
and to see students come 
in. I was just really excit-
ed for that,” she said. 
     Uhl explained that she 
can’t see herself doing 
anything else in the future 
other than teaching sci-
ence classes. It’s what she 
said she wanted to do the 
rest of her life, along with 
being a mother to two 
young boys, Dayton who 
is 6 and Tallon who is 4. 
     “I essentially see my 
future dreams doing what 
I’m doing. I honestly 
couldn’t see myself doing 
anything different. I real-

ly enjoy being involved 
in different activities and 
being a science teacher. I 
couldn’t really see myself 
doing anything else and 
just continuing to im-
prove upon my role as an 
educator,” Uhl said. 
     Not only is her passion 
with teaching, but with 
coaching as well. She has 
been coaching for eight 
years now and doesn’t 
plan on retiring anytime 
soon. 
     She said every year 
she looks forward to 
seeing what the first day 
of practice will bring to 
the upcoming high school 
year.
     “I would definitely say 
same thing as teaching 
on the first day. Every 
year the first day is super 
fun looking at what is 
our potential, where are 
we headed, what amaz-
ing things can we do this 
year,” she noted. 
     This year was her first 
year coaching Silver Lake 
high school cheer, and she 
managed to get her girls 

into the state competition. 
     State cheer took place 
in Topeka at the Expocen-
tre. There, the cheerlead-
ers performed their band 
dance, fight song, and a 
crowd leading cheer. 
     They ended up making 
it in the top six finalists. 
Getting a score of 74, they 
took third at state. The 
Eagles beat Hays High 
School, Sabetha, and 
Marysville, and lost to 
Cheney and Holton. 
     “I was super excited 
because I didn’t have any 
expectations in the fact 
that I just wanted to see 
the girls perform and do 
their absolute best in what 
they had worked on for so 
long. To see them make 
it into finals was amazing 
and to place third for the 
first time going. It was just 
unbelievably exciting,” she 
explained. 
     Loving the school and 
community at Silver Lake, 
Uhl explained that she 
couldn’t be any happier, 
and that she and her hus-
band feel that they had 

made the right choice by 
building their home here. 
     “Having taught in a 
bigger school that’s what 
made my decision in 
wanting them to grow up 
in a smaller school, and 
just that feeling of family 
in a small community. I 
wanted them to experi-
ence the same things that 
I was able to experience, 
and same thing with my 
husband,” she said. 
     Uhl wants to keep im-
proving the high school 
cheer team to accomplish 
more than what’s expect-
ed, and maybe one day 
take home the state cham-
pionship plaque. 
     “I would love for us to 
go to state each year and 
do the very best that we 
can!  I would also love to 
see our program continue 
to grow so that we can do 
even more with what we 
have!  
     “We have a great 
foundation, and it would 
be even more amazing 
to continue to grow,” she 
noted.


