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Painting Class Dips Into Vans Competition
By: Heather 

Jordan 
Staff Writer

     Tiffany Munz, art 
teacher, Sophomores 
Josie Martin and Mack-
enzie Aldridge, and 
Juniors Heather Jordan 
and Samantha Ortiz 
applied to the Vans 
Custom Culture Competi-
tion. Thousands of high 
schools entered across 
the nation, and only 
500 schools, including 
Silver Lake, were chosen 
to compete for a grand 
prize of $75,000 for their 
school’s art program. 
Four runner-up schools 
will receive $10,000 for 
their art program. 
      Created to inspire and 
empower high school 
students to embrace their 
creativity through art and 

design and to bring atten-
tion to diminishing arts 
education budgets, Munz 
said the competition was a 
bright opportunity for her 
and the painting class. 
     To create the shoes, the 
Vans shoe company sent 
two different pairs to each 
of the 500 high schools to 
embellish. Munz shared 
what supplies they were 
going to use to decorate 
the shoes.
     “As far as supplies used 
to change and decorate our 
shoes, we are not really 
even sure what we are us-
ing yet! I think we might 
use some paint, but we are 
also looking into using 
things like feathers and 
plaster gauze. We are rip-
ping apart old technology 
that the school tech-guys 

have given us to come 
up with some ideas about 
what we could do with 
these,” Munz said.
     Martin explained what 
she has enjoyed about the 
most challenging part of 
the experience.
     “Coming up with the 
ideas for each shoe has 
been fun, but it’s also been 
really stressful,” Martin 
said.
     Munz shared her 

thoughts about the themes 
given to embellish the 
shoes.
     “The themes this year 
that were given to cre-
ate the shoes are ‘Local 
Flavor’ and ‘Off the Wall.’ 
These seem to be kind of 
similar to other themes that 
the competition has given 
in the past. They usually 
try to go with something 
that is part of the the Vans 
culture and ‘Off the Wall’ 
is one of the ways they 
describe their shoes. 
     “The theme ‘Local Fla-
vor’ is a way for schools to 
use what is unique about 
their towns or cities. I do 
like the themes; I think 
they are going to be good 
for us, especially the ‘Lo-
cal Flavor’ theme; we have 
something really exciting 

planned for that,” she said. 
     As the competition 
is Munz’s first to apply 
to, she described what 
inspired her to apply the 
painting class.
     “I follow a lot of other 
art teachers on Instagram: 
high school art teachers 
in different places of the 
country. Over the years 
that I’ve been following 
them, I noticed that they 
are doing this really cool 
thing with Vans shoes, and 
I was like, ‘Man, I wonder 
why they are doing that?’ 
     “Then, I got an email 
from my colleague and 
friend, Mrs. (Carolyn) 
Worthington, and she had 
included attachments on 
how to apply for this com-
petition, how it works, and 
all of that stuff. That’s why 

I applied for this competi-
tion.
     “When I first applied, 
I didn’t know which class 
I was going to do it with 
or if I would include just a 
few students or a lot of stu-
dents. I applied my paint-
ing class into the competi-
tion because I noticed that 
a lot of people in the past 
have painted their shoes, 
and so I thought it would 
be a good experience for 
them to alter the shoes 
by painting. Now that we 
have gone a different way, 
it’s been really interest-
ing to me how it’s worked 
out,” Munz said.
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Sophomores Mackenzie Aldridge and Josie Martin

“... 
competition 
was a bright 
opportunity...” 
Munz said.



Opinion 2

Complicated Crisis

By: Gracie Johnson 
and Kennedy Kats
Newspaper Editors

     Countless number of 
schools all over the United 
States have been involved in 
or affected by school shoot-
ings. The real questions are 
what triggers these shootings 
and how can we prevent them 
from happening. 
     High School Science 
Teacher Patrick Schultes 
shared what actions he 
believes could be taken to 
help prevent shootings from 
happening.
     “I think a multi-faceted ap-
proach that focuses on policy 
within the school would be 
the best start. Better com-
munication between school 
officials and law enforcement, 
better awareness of clues that 
lead up to a shooting, empha-
sis on anti-bullying cam-
paigns, and efforts to improve 
overall school spirit and sense 
of community are just a few 
examples. 
     “In addition, I feel that  
better physical deterrents, like 
a more visible law enforce-
ment presence, awareness of 
active shooter plans and how 
the school would implement 
them, and a school popula-
tion that is trained and willing 
to fight back, would help to 
discourage a shooter from 
targeting the school,” he said. 
     Schultes shared how he 
felt if he were asked to carry 
a gun.
     “First, I think the question 
reflects a misunderstanding 
most people have about the 
option of arming teachers. 
Most imagine a teacher walk-

ing through class with a gun 
in a holster at their side or 
under their jacket. Would you 
feel comfortable if I leaned 
over to help you on a question 
and there is a gun six inches 
from your head? Of course 
not. I wouldn’t feel comfort-
able with that. I think the 
more viable option would be 
for teachers to have access to 
a weapon stored securely in 
their classroom. This gives the 
teacher the option of defend-
ing their students without cre-
ating an unnecessary tension 
in the room,” he said. 
     Being a father, Schultes 

explained if his child’s safety 
is in danger at school.
     “My son has a higher 
chance of being killed in a 
car accident than being shot 
at school. But because we 
see any threat to children as 
wholly intolerable and the 
continual bombardment of 
news coverage surrounding 
the issue, we perceive the 
problem of school shootings 
as being greater than it is. 
Statistically, schools are safer 
now than when I was in high 
school in the early ‘90s,” 
Schultes stated. 
     He explained what he 

believes is to blame: mental 
health issues or gun laws.
     “This is a false dilemma 
fallacy. If it was a simple as 
either ‘this’ or ‘that,’ there 
would be a solution already. 
We would be ignoring any 
middle ground issues that 
contribute to the problem,” 
Schultes said. 
     He said he did not feel his 
opinion on a student walkout  
was beneficial. 
     “A simple walk-out will 
not have any effect. It will 
get some TV coverage, the 
students will have a sense of 
empowerment, the politicians 
will give them a metaphorical 
pat on the head for speak-
ing up for their safety, and 
nothing will change. The only 
thing that we will see done are 
the precautions enacted here 
at the district level,” he said.
     Journalism Teacher Jamie 
Manhart weighed in on the 
topic.     
     “I believe the conversa-
tion needs to start with mental 
health issues. Schools need to 
have more readily available 
access to social workers, 
therapists, psychologists. 
Schools also need to offer 
training to all employees on 
how to identify students who 
may need additional help and 
how to get them that help.
     “It just breaks my heart 
that I have had to equate 
schools with violence,” Man-
hart explained. 
     She discussed the #Arm-
MeWith movement. 
     “There are so many things 
that teachers should be armed 
with: school supplies, mental 
health services, innovative 

technology, legislative sup-
port, respectable salaries...
not guns.
     “Everyone has their own 
opinion about guns, and many 
of those opinions are formed 
based on personal experienc-
es, upbringing, etc. Person-
ally, I would not carry a gun 
because I do not feel comfort-
able with them, especially in a 
school setting,” she said. 
     Manhart has children ages 
12, 10, and 8. She explained 
her thoughts on sending her 
students to school every day.
     “As a mom, I love my 
children more than I could 
ever explain. So if I felt like 
my children could be harmed 
at school, of course it would 
make me feel uneasy. I 
just have to remember 
that bad things hap-
pen everywhere, and 
I can’t protect them 
against every situa-
tion,” Manhart stated. 
     She said students 
are tired of this fear.
     “I absolutely love 
the fact that students 
across the nation are 
standing up for them-
selves and not waiting 
on adults to fight the 
battle. They are sick 
of going to school and 
feeling scared, and 
they have every right 
to speak up. It’s refreshing to 
see students passionate about 
issues that directly affect 
them.
     “Prior to a few of our stu-
dents gathering at the flagpole 
to remember shooting victims, 
I had an engaging conver-
sation with my students. I 

encouraged them to use their 
voice to contact their local 
legislators, whether that be 
about gun control, mental 
health services, or anti-bul-
lying campaigns. Their voice 
is important, and it should be 
heard. It’s important that we 
are all looking around and 
making sure everyone in our 
school has someone he or 
she can rely on emotionally,” 
Manhart explained.
     The continued discussion 
about the “why” of school 
shootings has many strands.
     “I believe that mental 
health issues and gun con-
trol issues both need to be 
reexamined when we look 
at the root of school shoot-
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School shootings have major
impact on students, teachers

ings. However, my belief is 
that mentally stable people 
do not shoot innocent people. 
Therefore, mental health 
issues, trauma, and bullying 
need to be at the forefront 
of the discussion,” Manhart 
explained. 
      For the safety of the 

faculty and students, Junior 
Kyleah Immenschuh shared 
her opinion on teachers being 
armed.
     “I do think teachers should 
be armed during school hours 
for safety, but I also believe 
that they should have the op-
tion on carrying a gun or not 
at school. If the teacher does 
not want to carry a gun, then 
that is their right.
     “I believe that schools 
should not be a gun free 
zone,” Immenschuh shared. 
     She explained when the 
mental health issues come 
into play.
     “I believe that school 
shootings happen when a 
child comes from a broken 

home, has faced enormous 
amounts of bullying, in which 
they get pushed too far. Most 
school shootings happen [I 
think] because of bullying; in 
order to prevent school shoot-
ings, we have to stop bully-
ing, then work from there,” 
she shared. 

“It just 
breaks 

my 
heart...”
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Sparks Middle School

Chardon High School

Freeman HS

North Park Elementary

Townville Elementary
Independence HS

Stoneman Douglas 
High School

Marysville High School

Marshall County HS

Senior Cheyenne Bottom and other students engage in 17 minutes of silence 
to remember the victims of Parkland. (Photo by Gracie Johnson)

     Immenschuh explained her 
thoughts on the walkout.
     “I was very excited when 
I heard about the protest. 
We should be able to use 
our voice, and I think that it 
helped us come together as 
a school. I think it helped. It 
felt good to go out and take a 
minute for the victims,” she 
said.   
     Many students chose not to 
participate in the walkout.
     Junior Jake Lindstrom was 
one of those students.
   “I don’t think that these 
students’ protests will change 
anything. Walking out is not 
going to solve any problems. 
There is already enough atten-
tion on this topic, but things 
need to be done about people 
with mental health problems 
and monitoring their ac-
tions, rather than taking away 
peoples’ guns,” he said.  
     Lindstrom shared his 
opinion about teachers’ option 
to carry a gun during school 
hours.
     “I don’t think that teachers 
should have guns. I think 
that there should be qualified 
people protecting our schools 
during the day,” Lindstrom 
said.
     However, he said he 
believes that Americans still 
should have the right to bear 
arms.
     “These school shootings 

are a mental health problem, 
not a gun control problem. 
People should not have their 
guns taken away because oth-
ers can’t handle them. Even if 

Principal Brad Womack addresses students participating in the 
walkout. (Photo by Gracie Johnson)

*K-12 schools with shootings in the last 25 
years in which someone was killed.

they made these guns illegal, 
people would still find ways 
to get them, just like they do 
with any other illegal thing,” 
Lindstrom shared. 
       

*
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(continued from pg. 3)
      Students across the coun-
try walked out of classes on 
March 14, exactly a month 
after the Parkland shoot-
ing. The event’s purpose 
varied for many people and 
schools. For some, it was 
to be a memorial for those 
killed in Parkland, but others 
used it as a sign of protest 
against current gun laws.
     The walkout lasted 17 
minutes in remembrance 
of the 17 students and staff 
members killed. Accord-
ing to the Women’s March 
Youth Empower organi-
zation, more than 2,500 
walkouts were planned, and 
thousands of students across 
the country participated.
     Around 45 junior and 
senior high students at 
Silver Lake walked out. The 
students gathered outside by 
the flagpole with administra-
tive presence and stood in 
17 minutes of silence for 
the victims of the Parkland 
shooting.  
     Some students wanted 
to show their support for 
the victims and survivors of 
Parkland. 
     Reese Fergola, freshman, 
shared her reason for attend-
ing the walkout.  
     “I walked out mainly 
because I wanted to show 
my support for the 17 kids 
who died. It was not to sup-

#Enough: Students Walkout Across Country
port getting gun control, but 
in a way it was. Basically, I 
walked out because I thought 
it was important to show our 
support. 
      “My opinion on the recent 
ideas for gun control are that 
I feel like people are right that 
we need gun control because 
there have been people saying 
that we need to protect our 
kids, not guns. 
     “I personally think we 
should have guns, but that 
doesn’t mean everyone should 
get a gun, like if you have 
mental illness and have that 
urge. So, I feel like if you 
have a mental health issue 
there should be more precau-
tions on owning a gun,” 
Fergola said.
     Sophomore Megan Beyer 
explained her stance on the 
topic.
     “My reason for walking 
out is to raise more awareness 
for the victims of Parkland 
and to raise more awareness 
about gun control. I think the 
recent ideas for gun control 
are good. Do I think they 
are done coming up with 
more ideas? No. I think more 
change needs to happen, and I 
would love to see that. I think 
it is a good start to a soon to 
be great end,” Beyer stated.
     Freshman Josiah Ross 
shared why he walked out. 
     “My reason for walking 
out is basically for the victims 

and the children in the Park-
land shooting. My opinion 
on the gun control is how we 
need to make it more safe and 
have better regulations on 
guns,” Ross said.
    While some students 
walked out on March 14, most 
students chose to stay in class. 
     Sophomore Dawson 
Schwarz explained why he 
wanted to stay inside. 
     “I did not choose to go 
out to the walk out because I 
don’t support the idea of more 
gun reforms, and I don’t want 
to get rid of guns. America 
was built off the constitution 
which is the Second Amend-
ment, which is our right to 
bear arms,” Schwarz shared.
     On the other side of the 
spectrum, others did not 
see how walking out would 
benefit.
     Seventh-Grader Mariah 
Farmer explained why she 
didn’t participate.
     “One, I did not want to 
skip class, and two, you 
can do other things besides 
walking out, like sitting 
with people who don’t have 
friends. You just don’t have to 
walk out,” Farmer said.
     Another  event, “March 
for Our Lives,” was started 
by the survivors of Parkland. 
The march will be in favor 
of more gun control laws and 
will be held in Washington 
D.C. on Saturday, March 24.
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By: Kennedy Kats
Newspaper Editor

State Qualifiers

Journalism

DoSomething
Day

     On Tuesday, Jan. 30, Sunflower 
High School students participated 
in the first annual ‘Do Something 
Day.’ Organized by the Sunflower 
Service Club, students could sign 
up to volunteer at one of eight 
different Clinton locations: The 
Clinton Gardens Assisted Living, 
Velocity Church, Clinton Public 
Library, Wagging Tails Animal 
Shelter, Clinton Children’s Center, 
Second Harvest Food Bank, 
YMCA or Clinton Lake. 
     “This year, we decided to make 
our tradition of a school wide 
community service project take 
place on one day, with all students 

actively engaged in a project of 
their choice,” Assistant Principal 
Jamie Turner said.
     Sunflower Service Club sponsor 
and English Language Arts teacher 
Michelle Kahn said she hopes that 
‘Do Something Day’ will continue 
in the years to come.
     Kahn said, “Students helping 
others means that they are learn-
ing to care for others and their 
needs. The experience can be truly 
humbling and create students who 
care about more than themselves. 
It’s through service that young 
people begin to care about creating 
a better society.”

‘Do Something Day’ was honestly an all-around great day 
for me and my friends. I got to hang out with my friends 
and dogs at Wagging Tails Animal Shelter all day, and I got 
service hours while doing it. It was a win-win in my book.

-Junior Noah Summer
“ “

1. Sophomores Sarah Hagan, Rachel Mule and Ryan Lowry laugh 
over music sheets with a Clinton Gardens Assisted Living resi-
dent. Students from the Sunflower High School choir performed 
several songs for the residents on Jan. 30. “I loved seeing their 
smiles as we sang to them, but the best part was visiting with 
them afterwards,” Mule said. “I talked to the sweetest old woman 
who reminded me of my grandma.” (Photo by Jenny McClure)
2. Freshman Leah Ronan fills boxes at the Second Harvest Food 
Bank with other swimming and diving students. (Photo by Jenny 
McClure)
3. Sophomore Madeline Price teaches math at the Clinton Chil-
dren’s Center after school with other Sunflower students. (Photo 
by Jenny McClure)
4. The Sunflower Service Club fill planters with dirt to help grow 
a community garden atop the local library. (Photo by Jenny 
McClure)
5. Students volunteer at Velocity church by providing food to 
those in the community through the church’s after-school out-
reach program. (Photo by Jenny McClure)
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I wanted to help people, 
and I didn’t think 15 hours 
should be the limit. I was so 
pumped about ‘Do Some-
thing Day’ this year because 
I wanted other students to 
see how enjoyable and ful-
filling community service 
can be.

-Senior Kenzie Berry “
“

5

(Bottom) Freshman Ellington Hogle was regional cham-
pion in 3A/4A yearbook layout with this layout design.

Allexis Bahner - 1st in Feature Writing
Taylor Burkhardt - 2nd in Infographics, 
2nd in YB Theme and Graphics, Honorable 
Mention in YB Copywriting, and Honorable 
Mention in Advertising 
Kyla Hay - 3rd in YB Copywriting, 3rd in YB 
Theme and Graphics, and Honorable Mention 
in YB Sports 
Ellington Hogle - 1st in Yearbook Layout and 
Design, 2nd in Sports Writing, and 2nd in YB 
Theme and Graphics
Kaidon Kruger - 2nd in Academic Photogra-
phy, and 2nd in Sports Photography
Kennedy Kats - 3rd in Copy editing, 3rd 
in News Writing, 3rd in Student Life Pho-
tography, and Honorable Mention in Sports 
Photography
Reagan Money - 1st in Cutline Writing, and 
Honorable Mention in Sports Writing

Regional Results

(Top) Sophomore Kaidon Kruger achieved second place 
with this entry in sports photography.

      Regionals were scheduled to be held on Feb. 22 on the 
Kansas State University campus, but due to inclement weather, 
students were unable to travel to Manhattan. Instead, journalists 
completed their events at school in a proctored situation. Digital 
submissions had already been judged by that time. 
     Ten Silver Lake journalists competed against other 3A/4A 
schools in events such as sports photography, cutline writing, 
advertising, and news design. 
     Sophomore Taylor Burkhardt explained how she felt when 
she realized she had qualified to state.
    “When I found out, I was proud that it was my second year 
qualifying. I was also proud of representing my school in some-
thing that is not so popular,” she said.
     Freshman Kyla Hay shared her favorite event in which she 
competed.
     “My favorite event was yearbook copywriting because I was 
able to incorporate creative words in a story to make it more 
interesting,” Hay said.
     Freshman Ellington Hogle described the difficulties she had 
while completing her events.
     “I think the hardest part about my yearbook layout was that 
I could not take any images or anything from the Internet, so I 
had to create all of my designs. With on-site, it was difficult to 
finish my article in an hour and a half because I kept getting new 
ideas,” Hogle said.
      State journalism will be held on Saturday, May 5 at the 
University of Kansas.

(Top) Seniors Keith Nagy and Faith Scheibmeir (Photo by Kaidon Kruger)
(Left) Freshman Kayla Brannick (Photo by Ella Baird) 
(Right) Sophomore Anna Schuckman (Photo by Ella Baird)

Keith Nagy - Extemp and Oration
Claire Austin - Informative and 
Oration
Faith Scheibmeir - Extemp and 
Impromptu
Miranda Graf - Poetry and DI
Micki Moore - HI

Forensics Qualifier 
Results

Senior Keith Nagy is 
a National Qualifier 

in Senate for the 
third year in a row!

The forensics squad celebrates a team victory at the 
Rossville tournament. (Photo provided)
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Scoreboard
Winter sports Wrap Up seasons
Boys’ Basketball

Varsity
Feb 21 @ Riley County - 53 - 27 
Feb 23 (H) Wabaunsee - 53 - 42 
Feb 26 (H) Sub State vs Rossville - 63 - 44 
March 1 (H) Sub State vs St Marys - 57 - 58 - 4OT

JV
Feb 21 @ Riley County - 67 - 66
Feb 23 (H) Wabaunsee - 66 - 45

C-Team
Feb 23 (H) Wabaunsee - 64 - 52 

Girls’ Basketball

Varsity
Feb 16 @ Rock Creek - 51 - 53 Double OT
Feb 21 @ Riley County - 36 - 52
Feb 23 (H) Wabaunsee - 37 - 73
Feb 26 Sub State @ Rossville - 39 - 60 

JV
Feb 16 @ Rock Creek - 29 - 32 
Feb 21 @ Riley County - 43 - 41
Feb 23 (H) Wabaunsee - 44 - 32

C-Team
Feb 16 @ Rock Creek - 15 - 18

Wrestling 

Feb 16 Regional Wrestling (H) - 1st place as a team - State 
Qualifiers include Kai Allen (113), Jordan Priddy (126), Peyton 
Cook (132), Scott Kuhn (145), Gable Howerton (170), and 
Gideon Remer (195)

Feb 23 State Wrestling @ Fort Hays State University - 5th 
place as a team with 64 pts - State placers include third place 
Allen (113) and runner-ups Priddy (126) and Howerton (170) 

Photo by Taylor Burkhardt Photo by Allexis Bahner

Photo by Gracie Johnson

Photo by Gracie Johnson

Photo by Gracie Johnson

Photo by Gracie Johnson Photo by Gracie Johnson

Photo by Gracie JohnsonPhoto by Anna Schuckman 

Photo by Anna Schuckman 
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Schedule
A look into spring sports...

Baseball (Home Games)

Varsity 
April 12 (H) vs Wabaunsee @ 4:30 
April 16 (H) vs Riley County @ 4:30 
May 9 (H) vs Jefferson West @ 4:30

JV
March 27 (H) vs Holton @ 4:30 
April 5 (H) vs St. Marys @ 4:30
April 10 (H) vs Piper @ 4:30
April 23 (H) vs St. Mary’s Academy @ 4:30
April 27 (H) vs Rossville @ 4:30
May 1 (H) vs Sabetha @ 4:30
May 4 (H) vs Rock Creek  @ 4:30

Softball (Home Games)

Varsity
April 12 (H) vs Wabaunsee @ 4:00
April 17 (H) Riley County @ 4:00
April 30 (H) vs Sabetha @ 4:00
May 7 (H) vs Oskaloosa @ 4:00

JV
April 30 (H) vs Sabetha @ 4:00
May 4 (H) vs Wabaunsee @ 4:00

Track (Home Meets)

March 29 (H) @ 3:00
April 24 (H) @ 3:00

Boys’ Golf 

Varsity
April 6  @ Emporia Municipal Golf Course @ 1:00
April 9 @ Sabetha @ 1:00
April 16 @ Shawnee Country Club @ 3:00
April 17 @ Hidden Springs Golf Course @ 1:00
April 23 @ Lake Shawnee Golf Course @ 10:00 am
April 26 @ Junction City Rolling Meadows @ 9:00 am 
May 1 @ Western Hills Golf Course @ 1:00
May 8 @ Stagg Hills Golf Course @ 3:00

JV
April 3 @ Village Greens Golf Course @ 3:00
April 19 @ Forbes Golf Course @ 3:00
April 23 @ St. Marys Golf Course @ 3:00
April 26 @ Mission Lake Country Club @ 3:00

     Spring sports are right 
around the corner, and 
coaches and their athletes are 
looking forward to successful 
seasons. 
     Head Baseball Coach Alan 
Cunningham expressed con-
cerns he has for this upcom-
ing season after his varsity 
team placed third at the state 
tournament last year. 
     “Injuries, particularly to 
pitchers, is always a wild 
card. With the pitching restric-
tions that dictate pitch count 
and mandatory days of rest, a 
team can suffer if the pitching 
staff gets thinned out. 
     “We’re lucky in that we 
have players that can throw 
strikes and get guys out. 
We just need them to stay 
healthy,” he said. 
     Mark Workman, head 
softball coach, explained what 
he is most excited about this 
season. 
     “Hitters! We lost a really 
nice group of six hitters last 
season. However, I personally 
like the 
con-
fident 
feel of 
our new 
team’s 
ability 
to hit the 
ball,” he 
stated. 
    Work-
man ex-
pressed 
how 
success-
ful he 
believes 
this new 
team 
will be. 
     “The 
nucleus of players is as strong 
as any team we have ever had. 
     “Pitching will be the key 
ingredient. If we [get] great 
pitching, the sky is the limit,” 

he said.  
     Senior Aubrey Dick, soft-
ball player, said she hopes the 
team can redeem themselves 
at regionals this year after 
losing game three to Rossville 
last year. 
     Dick stated what she is 
looking forward to most. 
     “I am most looking for-
ward to showing people how 
great of a team we are. 
     “If we all work together 
and do our part, no one can 
beat us. We have a lot of 
confidence when we work 
together,” she said. 
     Boys’ Golf Coach Johnny 
Roberts described what this 
season will look like. 
     “2018 is going to be a sea-
son of growth and develop-
ment. We have five freshmen, 
two sophomores, a junior, and 
a senior. 
     “We are a young group 
who is eager, excited, and 
ready to make gains in 
practice and tournaments,” 
he said. 
     Roberts said he is ready 
to work with a new group of 
athletes. 
     “(I am ready) to teach 
them, to help them learn and 
grow in the game of golf. It’s 
fun each and every day to go 

out to the courses, practice, 
and develop relationships 
with these guys.   
     “They’re a great group 
who is eager to succeed and 

By: Allexis 
Bahner
 Staff Writer

learn the game,” he stated. 
     Junior Golfer Drew Sharpe 
is looking forward to a strong 
season after achieving a score 
of 112 at regionals last year.  
     Sharpe explained a con-
cern he 
has this 
season. 
     “The 
only con-
cerns I 
have for 
this sea-
son are 
trying to 
play [as] 
consis-
tently as 
possible, 
and limit 
as many 
mistakes 
in my 
swing 
the best I 
can,” he stated. 
     Track season has also 
started up, and Loren Ziegler, 
head coach, expressed how 
this season should go.  
     “We have a nice mixture 
of athletes out in both boys 
and girls.  We can score points 
in the field events and on the 
track.  
     “We have some talented 
boys in the sprints, distance, 
relays, jumps, and throws.  
The girls will be able to score 
in the throws, sprints, jumps, 
and distance races,” he stated. 
     Ziegler said balance is 
always important. 
     “The coaching staffs’ 
biggest concern is putting 
together hard workouts to 
get the athletes prepared to 
compete at the meets. 
     “At the same time, making 
sure the athletes don’t get 
injured. You have to find a 
happy medium there,” he said.
     Mason Jones, senior run-
ner, competes in multiple 
relay races including 4x1, 
4x4, and 4x8. 
     Jones said he is excited 
for his last year in track after 
placing in the seventh in the 
4x1 and 11th in the 4x8 at 
state last season.  
     “I’m excited to go out and 

compete with my teammates 
one last year,” he stated.   
     Head Throwing Coach 
Amy Farlee noted the leader-
ship she sees in her athletes. 
     “I think this season will be 

as success-
ful as past 
seasons 
because 
we have a 
great group 
of leaders.  
These kids 
have taken 
younger ath-
letes under 
their wings 
and pushed 
them to do 
their best.  
     “Through 
their daily 
practices, 
they convey 
a level of 

excellence and expectation 
that they are part of some-
thing bigger than themselves.  
They know it’s important to 
improve each week, not only 
for personal gain and reward, 
but to represent our team 
well,” she said. 
     Farlee stated what this 
season will look like. 
     “I think the 2018 season 
looks very promising, and I 
am very excited to coach this 
amazing group of athletes. On 
the throwers side, we have 
some great depth.  
     “I have very high hopes 
for our ability to contribute 
more points to our team and 
improve personal goals each 
week. We have a lot of strong 
returners that have shown 
great leadership, work ethic, 
and drive to succeed,” she 
stated. 
     Junior Thrower Macey 
Clark competes in the discus 
throw and placed fourth at 
regionals and sixth at state 
last season. 
     Clark described what she 
is looking forward to most. 
     “I am looking forward to 
improvement in my event, 
having fun with my friends, 
and enjoying the spring 
weather,” she said. 
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Feature 8

Get to work!

“...starting early helps 
instill core values in you,” 

Adee said. 

     For many students, the 
end of school is not the 
end of their daily schedule. 
Students stay busy balancing 
schoolwork, extracurriculars, 
and part-time jobs. Jobs and 
money are necessities when 
students enter the realities of 
adulthood, and some teens 
are starting early. 
     According to a survey of 
50 responses from juniors 
and seniors, 18 percent of 
teenagers have after-school 
jobs ranging from working at 
restaurants to working with 
animals to working in retail.
     Junior Addison Hamilton 
balances two jobs at Josey 
Baking Company and the 
nursery at Fellowship Bible 
Church, with schoolwork 
added to her schedule. 
     “Having two jobs can 
be somewhat of a struggle; 
however, I choose most of 
my hours on the weekends 
so I can focus on my studies 
during the week. Also, who 
wouldn’t want to work with 
food and babies?” Hamilton 
said. 
     Some working teens learn 
time managment skills while 
balancing work with school 
activities and homework. 
Junior Josh Adee explained 
how he manages his time.
     “I’m better at getting my 
homework done I think with 

having two jobs. You realize 
you have X amount of hours, 
so you prioritize more and get 
homework done as soon as 
possible.
     “It helps you manage and 
keep track of your time and 
money better. Same for being 
an adult. I think starting early 
helps instill core values in 
you,” Adee explained. 
     Junior Ryan Slechta, Glory 
Days Pizza employee, stated 
the disadvantage of having a 
job at this age.
     “What I like least about 
my job is that it doesn’t give 
me enough time for a social 
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life outside of school and 
work,” Slechta said. 
     He stated how this job will 
prepare him for the future.
     “It prepares me for the 
adult world by forcing me 
to have responsibility about 
managing my paychecks,” 
Slechta said. 
     With busy schedules 
during the school year, some 
teens choose to work during 

82.4% have 
no after-
school job

17.6% have 
after-school-
jobs

Junior Addison Hamilton
(Photo provided)

Students balance academics, activities with their after-school jobs 
Junior Ryan Slechta
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Junior Josh Adee
(Photo provided)

the summer. 
     Junior Jenna Johnson 
explained her thoughts on 
working during school versus 
not.
     “I like working during 
the summer because I’m not 
as busy. If I worked during 
school, I think it would be 
pretty overwhelming with all 
my activities,” Johnson said. 
     Being in a career-like 
setting, whether it’s being 
a lifeguard or in a business 
office, teaches students many 
core values that will help in 
the future.
     “Being a lifeguard really 

showed me 
how to work 
with all 
certain types 
of people,” 
Johnson said.
     Senior 
Erica Straus-
baugh, an 
employee at 
Bullfrogs and 
Butterflies 

daycare center, explained 
how she feels about graduat-
ing high school and leaving 
the part-time job she has had 
throughout her high school 
career.
     “I’ve been working at the 
daycare for a year and six 
months now and I’ve made so 
many bonds with the kids and 
parents.
     “Leaving next year is 

going to be hard 
because Bullfrogs 
and Butterflies 
has became part 
of my family, and 
I love everyone 
who works there. 
All the kids are so 
great. I will truly 
miss working 
there next year,” 
Strausbaugh 
explained.  


