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     In the past, regional journalism has been the 
main source of competition for Silver Lake journal-
ists.
     However, this year, students have been compet-
ing every month in the Kansas Scholastic Press 
Association’s various contests.  The categories are 
open to 6A-1A schools, with all schools competing 
against one another.
     The categories they have been competing in 
include sports photography, video news, and feature 
writing. In September, Junior Kennedy Hamilton 
placed first in sports photography out of 27 pictures 
with a football photo (right). Senior Logan Bledsoe 
took third place in video news with a highlight of 
the new bank unveiling. Bledsoe explained how she 
felt about being recognized by KSPA for her videos.
     “This being my fourth year in the journalism 
program, it’s nice to finally get recognition for all of 
the hours I have put into it. Regionals has been the 
only way I have been able to get acknowledgement, 
and I have never entered a video into the regional 
competition. So finally being able to show off my 
videos and placing in the top three twice has been a 
real honor,” she said.
     In October, Senior Erin Taylor captured third 
place in feature writing with her story about seniors 
entering the Marines. Junior Cameron McGough 
took first place in video news with his news story 

about the Martin/Pearson fire.
     In November, Senior Carney Ziegler took first place 
in sports photography with her state volleyball photo 
(below). Bledsoe captured first in video news with her 
Veterans’ Day Assembly feature highlighting all the 
brave men and woman who helped protect and who 
still are protecting this country. 
     In the December/January contest, Hamilton received 
second place in sports photography when she captured 
a picture of Head Coach Tyler Stewart giving the girls’ 
basketball team a pump-up speech during their timeout.   

Journalists recognized in monthly contests
By Lane Hough
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Senior night, “pink out” basketball game
By Abby Brockmann

     Senior night is set aside for the recogni-
tion of seniors who work hard and are dedi-
cated to their extracurricular activities.
     This year, a group of seniors who either 
wrestle, play basketball, or compete in 
Scholars Bowl or debate were recognized 
on Thursday, Feb. 27 during the “pink out” 
game, where the students and fans all wore 
pink to support breast cancer research.
     Playing basketball all through high 
school, Senior Basketball Player Isaac 
Schultejans said he feels like his role has 
changed from freshman to senior year.
     “Freshman year I was just going in, 
trying to learn everything and trying not to 
make too many mistakes, and senior year 
has evolved to helping out the underclass-
men and helping everyone get better,” 
Schultejans shared.
     Even though this is Schultejans’s last 
year playing basketball in high school, he 
said he feels that his basketball career will 
still continue. 
     “I could see it going to intramural,” he 
joked.

Loren Ziegler, business teacher, prepares to give blood at the National Honor Society’s annual blood drive. (Photo 
by Abby Brockmann)

By Abby Brockmann

     The main aspects Schultejans will miss 
now that he has finished his last high school 
basketball season is the small town enviorn-
ment and student section.
     Senior Braeden Lockhart said he uses win-
ning as an inspiration to keep on wrestling. 
     “My inspiration to wrestle is the feeling 
you get after winning an important match. It’s 
just a good feeling,” Lockhart stated.
     Lockhart takes on a lighthearted way of 
taking the responsibility of leading his team-
mates.     
     “I teach them how to have fun,” Lockhart 
shared.
     Schultejans takes a different approach.
     “(I lead my teammates by) keeping every-
thing under control, making sure everyone is 
doing everything right, and just going out and 
leading,” he said.
     Senior night is an event that allows seniors 
to look back on their seasons, and Lockhart’s 
favorite memory happened at state this year.
     “My favorite memory would have to be 
the look on my stepdad’s and mom’s face 
when I took fifth (at state),” Lockhart said.

Home forensics tournament, National Honor Society’s blood drive

Eventful Eagles 

Sophomore Sydney Monteith goes 
through her list of judges at the home 
forensics tournament on March 1. 
Monteith served as a judges co-chair. 
(Photo by Erin Taylor)

Students show 
their school spirit 
at the senior 
night “pink out” 
game. (Photo by 
Erin Taylor)

Forensics tournament NHS blood drive
     Members of the forensics team 
hosted one of the largest tournaments 
in the state on Feb. 28 and March 1. 
     Senior Erin Taylor, co-tournament 
director, said there were over 350 
entries this year.
     Forensics is an activity for outgo-
ing students who love to speak pub-
licly about new and interesting topics.
     Taylor started forensics her fresh-
man year and has not stopped since.
     “My sister had been in it all 
throughout high school, and I had 
heard really good things about it. 
Once I started it, I fell in love with 
it,” Taylor said.
     When Taylor gets nervous, she 
said she has some strategies to calm 
her nerves.
     “When I do get nervous I just 
try and calm myself down, take a 
couple of deep breaths, perform my 
speech over and over again, and then 
honestly as lame as this sounds, I just 
walk into the room and say to myself, 
‘YOLO,’” Taylor joked. 

     The National Honor Society’s 
(NHS) blood drive was in full swing 
yet again on Monday, Feb. 24. 
     Junior Megan Deiter donated 
blood for the first time this year, and 
she encourages others to do the same.
     “If you were dying, you would 
want a transfusion and want to be 
saved so this is your way of helping 
them,” Deiter explained. 
     Deiter was one of 21 students who 
signed up to donate blood on Feb. 24.
     She said NHS chooses to be in-
volved with the blood drive because it 
teaches an important lesson.
     “It teaches high school students to 
give back,” Deiter said.
     Overall, Deiter was surprised by 
the number of first-time donors there 
were. She said hopefully the number 
will continue to increase each year.
     Another service project NHS gets 
involved with is highway cleanup. 
Members also recently helped serve 
food at the first annual Silver Lake 
Foundation breakfast.  

Senior Morgan Koelzer
(Photo by Erin Taylor)
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     Lent is a time of purity. Giving up 
items that are a big part of your life 
to dedicate more time to Christ is im-
portant in maintaining or becoming 
closer to your religion. It is a season 
of penance, reflection, and fasting 
which prepares people for Christ’s 
Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
     Ash Wednesday marks the begin-
ning of the Season of lent. The ashes 
are placed on the forehead in the 
sign of the cross.
     Carlie Thompson, sophomore, ex-
plained how she felt while participat-
ing on Ash Wednesday night. 
     “I really enjoyed going to church. 
It made me feel happy and gives me a 
feeling of accomplishment,” Thomp-
son said. 
     Fasting and Abstinence plays a 
major role during this season. A 
Catholic, 14 years of age and older, is 
supposed to abstain from eating meat 
on Fridays in honor of the Passion 
of Jesus on Good Friday. Aside from 
this minimal requirement, Catho-
lics are encouraged to impose some 
personal penance upon themselves at 
other times. 
     Sophomore Jordan Yoder shared 
her opinion of sacrificing for 
Christ.
     “Lent season is a time to give to 
the One who made us and sacrificed 
Himself for us,” Yoder commented. 
     Palm Sunday will lie on April 14 of 
this year. This is a Christian move-
able feast that falls on the Sunday 
before Easter. It commemorates Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Palm 
sunday marks the beginning of Holy 
Week, with the greatest tragedy and 
sorrow of the year. 
     Easter Sunday is one of the great-
est days of the year, all fasting and 
somber thoughts are banished. 
     Mariah Cook, sophomore, de-
scribed the rituals taken by her fam-
ily on Easter Sunday. 
     “On Easter Sunday, my family and 
I usually wake up and go to church. 
After church we go out to eat to 
help partake in the celebration of 
Christ,” Cook shared. 
     During Lent, people are encour-
aged to live as Children of the light, 
performing actions good, just and 
true. - (see Ep 5:1-9)

40 days of renewal 
Top Three Items Given Up For Lent

Candy

Habits

Pop

Poll taken of Catholic students at Silver Lake High

“Follow God’s example, therefore, as 
dearly loved children and walk in 
the way of love, just as Christ loved us 
and gave himself up for us as a fra-
grant offering and sacrifice to God.”
-Ephesians 5:1-9

40%

35%“I participate in lent because 
lent to me is about 

sacrIficing and giving up 
things like the Lord did for 

us.” 
-Dean Honas, freshman

  ● Lent Is a 40-day Christian festival beginning Ash Wednesday and concluding on Easter
  ● Lent comes from the word “lengthen,” which means springtime
  ● The liturgical color for lent is violet, the color of repentance and sorrow for sin
  ● Ahses are applied to the forehead in the sign of the cross 
  ● You are allowed to remove the ashes at any time after the service
  ● The last week of lent is called holy week                                                         www.catholic.org

“Our church does ash 
Wednesday, where they 
make a cross on your 

forehead with ashes. I will 
be giving up chocolate for 

lent.” 
-Ashley Womack, senior

“I’ve been doing lent since 
I was in first grade. Lent is 
important to me because 

this is what my family and 
I have been doing forever.” 

-Jessica Johnson, sophomore

25%

By Madison Wegner

Things you may not know about Lent:
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Alice’s Adventures In Wonderland
By Kayce Warren

Photos By Kennedy Hamilton, Carney Ziegler, and Morgan Koelzer

Light Tech..........Jessica Boyden, Tyler 
Billings, Tess Welbourne
Stage Tech.......... Noah Cross, Dawson 
DeShazo, Caleb Kampsen, and Nathan 
Cunningham
Set Design..........Garrett Larson

Alice.......... Gracie Petrie
White Knight..........Noah Cross
Mad Hatter..........Dawson DeShazo
White Rabbit.......... Zach Wilson
King of Hearts.......... Joshua Shroeder
Time Keeper.......... Caleb Kampsen
Time Keeper..........Nathan Cunningham
Knave of Hearts..........Ben Kowach 
Duchess..........Callie Killinger
Cheshire Cat..........Ashley York
WHite Queen..........Jacinta Akin
Queen of Hearts.......... Keegan Weber
Red Chess Queen........... Kristen Howser
Cook..........Dalton Byrne
March Hare.......... Lucas Schroeder
Mouse/Doormouse..........Oen Griff
Rose..........Logan Runnebaum
Daisy..........Oen Griff
Lily....................Haley Warbritton
Humpty Dumpty..........Dylan Womack
Soldier One..........Josh Wilson
Soldier Two..........Darin Martin
Alice’s Sister..........Oen Griff
Turtle Footman..........Austin Coltey
Frog Footman..........Dylan Womack
Caterpillar..........Syndey Monteith
Dodo..........Jacinta Akin

1. Oen Griff   2. Jennah Ridder 3. Keegan Weber 4. Dylan Womack 5. Joshua Schroeder 6. Sydney Monteith 7. Kristen Howser 8. Noah 
Cross 9. Gracie Petrie and Zach Wilson 10. Dawson DeShazo 11. Jacinta Akin 12. Nathan Cunningham and Caleb Kampsen 13. Margaret 
Thomas 

1. 2. 3. 4

5. 6. 7.

8.
9.

10. 11. 12.
13.

Director..........Mary Larson
Assistant Director........Michelle Cross

Mock Turtle..........Anastasia Graves
Lory..........Kallee Watkins
Tweedle Dum..........Jennah Ridder
Tweedle Dee..........Johanna Larson
Flower Chorus.......... Margaret Thomas, 
Erin Johnson, and Gabby Gifford
Triangle and Temple Blocks..........Sydney 
Monteith

Cast

Stage Tech

Directors
Photo By Morgan koelzer

in

in

in

in
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     Many students dream of what 
they want to do after they gradu-
ate, and everyone has different 
plans for their future. 
     Juniors Greg Larson, Ethan 
Soudek, and Michael Marsh all 
want to fly planes. Theys fly at 
Billards Airport in Topeka and fly 
two to three times a week around 
Topeka and Silver Lake. 
     Soudek shared that he flies 
small single engine planes, and 
Larson described the planes he 
navigates.
     “I fly a yellow and white 
Cessna 150 that’s a two-seater 
and a white and striped Cherokee 
180 which has four seats,” Larson 
said. 
     Soudek has been involved with 
planes since he was 4-years-old. 
Larson decided to participate in 
the program after Wright Flight in 
sixth-grade when he had the op-
portunity to fly.
     Flying a plane requires many 
skills. Soudek shared a couple that 
he thinks are important to have.

     The Silver Lake cheerleaders 
participated in a variety of activities 
to spread spirit throughout the school. 
They cheered at football and basket-
ball games, prepared pep rallies, and 
lastly did eye-catching stunts that 
excite the crowd. 
     The main two fliers on the squad 
were Senior Morgan Koelzer and 
Sophomore Taylor White. They both 
had been on the squad since their 
freshman year. Koelzer explained why 
she started flying.
     “I started flying in junior high 
because our coach, Val (Roberson), 
wanted all of us to try it. I was natu-
rally pretty good at it, and I enjoyed 
it,” Koelzer said. 
     White shared some qualities fliers 
have to possess to do these stunts.
     “You have to have trust in your 
bases so you know that they won’t 
drop you. Another characteristic 

Aviation
     “To fly a plane you have to have 
exteme focus and be able to multi-
task,” Soudek said.
     Larson commented on what 
characteristics he must possess.
     “You 
need to be 
decent with 
numbers 
and math. 
You need 
quick and 
direct deci-
sion mak-
ing skills. 
Other than 
that, most of the other ‘skills’ can 
be learned or taught,” he said. 
     Larson explained the feeling 
while he is flying.
     “I get a little kid type rush of 
adrenaline whenever I take off 
or come in to land. I feel slightly 
superior to the world when I fly, 
for I am in fact looking down on it. 
It’s a blast, but I keep professional 
composure,” Larson said.
     As they learn new skills and 

improve while practicing every week, 
Larson and Soudek must think about 
the future. 
     Larson commented on what he is 
thinking about for the future.

     “I suppose 
I will attend 
K-State Salina 
and aquire my 
commercial 
pilot rating 
then hopefully 
fly airliners,” 
Larson said.
     Soudek de-
scribed what he 

wants to do after the process is over.
     “I want to become a stunt pilot. I 
like the danger,” Soudek said. 
     No matter how much they fly and 
practice, Larson shared that he will 
never get tired of the view or the feel-
ing of flying.
     “When I fly, I honestly never cease 
to stare out the window (when I’m not 
looking at my instruments) in amaze-
ment. The view of the Earth from the 
sky is incredible,” Larson said.

you have to have to fly is balance 
because you are only being held up 
by little hands,” White said.
     Both Koelzer and White shared 
that they rarely had practices, but 
when they did, they focused on 
stunts so they 
could perfect 
them.
     “We get bet-
ter by practic-
ing stunts and 
sticking with 
them instead 
of giving up. 
The stunt group 
grows stronger and gets better as a 
whole,” Koelzer said. 
     Koelzer described the feeling 
she has when she is flying.

     “I feel so confident and on top 
of the world. The crowd is staring 
at you which doesn’t make me ner-
vous; it exhilarates me,” Koelzer 
said.
     Stunting for the cheerleaders 

not only brings 
them joy during 
the season, it also 
gives them good 
qualities for the 
future.
     “You have to 
be able to be con-
fident in yourself 
to hit a stunt, and 

trust the people underneath you. 
Both of these will help you in the 
long run, and I have become so 
much more confident in myself,” 
Koelzer shared. 

     Stunting 

 

“I get a little kid type rush of 
adrenaline whenever I take off 

or come in to land. I feel slightly 
superior to the world when I fly, 
for I am in fact looking down on 
it. It’s a blast, but I keep profes-
sional composure,” Larson said.

“I feel so confident and 
on top of the world. The 
crowd is staring at you 
which doesn’t make me 
nervous, it exhilarates 
me,” Koelzer said.

By Kelsey Priddy

Photo provided by Greg Larson

Photo 
pro-
Photo 
pro-

Photo provided by Greg Larson

Photo provided by Greg Larson

Photos provided by Greg Larson

Photo by Carney Ziegler Photo by Erin Taylor Photo by Erin Taylor

Photo by Carney Ziegler
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     Inspired by her dad’s love 
of hockey, Freshman Cheyanne 
Yette began skating at age 2 
and playing at age 3.
     Yette played on the Topeka 
Jr. Roadrunners from age 3 
to 14 but got too old for the 
age group after playing on the 
team for 11 years. Currently, 
she is playing on The Kansas 
City Storm’s 16-and-under and 
19-and-under-teams. 
     Yette plays the position of 
center. She said centers cover 
every part of the ice and play 
both offense and defense. She 
practices in Kansas City and 
travels all over the country to 
play, from Chicago to Nash-
ville.
     Yette said she loves the 
sport of hockey, but, to her, the 
bond shared between her and 
her teammates is the best part.
     “My favorite part about 
hockey in general is the sister-
hood. When I’m in the locker 
room or on the bench, I feel 
like all of the girls are my 
sisters. Hockey has helped me 
meet amazing people who I 
love and would definitely fight 
for,” she said.
     Although there are rules in 
women’s hockey against it, 
Yette addressed the physical 
side of hockey.
     “I have actually been in 
a couple of fights, but they 

didn’t last very long. Getting 
in a fight is pretty great unless 
the other person beats you. I 
have seen a couple of fights in 
some of my games as well, but 
mostly in higher levels,” Yette 
said.
     She said the downside to 
playing hockey is the time in-
vested into the sport during the 
6-month season from August 
to January.
     “The negative of hockey 
is time. Not only does hockey 
have the longest season, but 
also you have to travel to 
very far away places. Hockey 
demands all of your time and 
energy. Often it’s hard to study 
for tests and get good grades, ” 
she said.
     Playing isn’t the only way 
hockey is a part of Yette’s life. 
She finds time in her busy 
schedule to coach kids who are 
either learning to play or are 8 
and under. Yette coaches every 
Tuesday and Thursday at the 
Topeka Expocentre during the 
season.
     As a coach, she helps 
other players find their own 
strengths and weaknesses. She 
also focuses on her own.
     “I would say my strongest 
skill is skating. I’m the fastest 
on my team and skating is like 
my second nature. The biggest 
weakness I have is shooting. 

By Haley Warbritton

Freshman Cheyanne Yette defends the puck against the Omaha, Jr. Lanc-
ers. (Photos provided)

My shot has gotten better 
recently because I’ve been 
practicing a lot at home,” 
Yette explained.
     Yette’s hockey career 
doesn’t stop at high school.
     “I think hockey will play 
a huge role in my future. I’m 
hoping to play college hockey 
and maybe even go further. 
If not, I will at least play in 
a league somewhere. Also, 
I plan to continue coaching. 
My kids will definitely play 
hockey,” she said.
     Yette expressed her love 
for the sport along with the 
way she feels when she’s on 
the ice.
     “The best part about play-
ing for me is when I step on 
the ice, nothing else matters. 
Hockey could be compared 
to an escape from reality. It 
really clears my mind and 
also helps me get away from 
stress, ” she said. 

 Eagle on Ice

Q: What is your favorite part of Spring Break and why?
A: I think my favorite part is going to be with my band family and spending 
time on the bus and in the hotel.

Q: Do you have any hobbies you do over Spring break? 
A: I’ll probably run or exercise over Spring Break. It’s always nice out, so rid-
ing horses with my grandpa is always something I enjoy as well.

Q:Where will you be going over Spring Break?
A: I will be vacationing to Clearwater, Florida. We will be going to just have 
fun and spend time together.

Q: Do you spend time wtih family over break. If so, what do you do?
A: I spend quite a bit of time with my family over Spring Break. We travel 
together, and if it is nice enough, I like to take my brothers to play outside.

Q: What is your favorite part of Spring Break?
A: My favorite part is being able to hang out with all my friends and sleep in.

Q: Where do you wish you could go?
A: I really want to go to Florida because it will be warmer, and I love the 
ocean.

Q: What are you doing for Spring Break?
A: I will probably have softball practice and go shopping in Kansas City with family.

Q: Where do you wish you could go?
A: I would really like to go see my cousins in Sharon Springs, Kan. because they 
are my age, and we always have fun.

Freshman Sami Fischer 

Junior Katlyn Kirkwood

Sophomore Logan Wolfey

Sophomore Carlie Thompson

S P R I N G BR E AK

Page by Riley Calderwood
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     Silver Lake wrestlers 
finished second as a team 
at the regional tournament, 
qualifying Junior Michael 
Marsh, 106; Freshman 
Dalton Dultmeier, 113; 
Junior Haegan Schaefer, 
126; Sophomore Hunter 
Howerton, 132;  and 
Senior Braeden Lockhart, 
182.
     Marsh described the 
match that qualified him to 
state.
     “It was a good match. 
Nothing happened in the 
first period. In the second, 
he chose to be down and 
I put him to his back in a 
Half Nelson and nearly 
pinned him. After that, I 
knew I had won. The last 
period, no points were 
scored, and I won!” Marsh 
said.
     Although Marsh went 
1-2 at the state tourna-
ment, he said his goal for 
next year is to win state, 
along with Dultmeier. 
     “My goals next year are 
to work my hardest every 
day and be a state cham-
pion,” Dultmeier said.
     Harry LaMar, former 
high school wrestling 
coach, inspires Howerton 
every day.
     “Harry LaMar has al-
ways been the person I can 
ask if I’m down or need 
someone to talk to.

Twisted the Competition
By Kennedy Hamilton

     “When I was getting 
upset during the season, 
he was the one who helped 
me turn the corner and 
helped me bring back a 
state medal,” he said.
     Schaefer, state cham-
pion, said he hopes to be 
a role model just like the 
state champions before 
him.
     “My role models are all 
the state champs who have 
ever been through Silver 
Lake because I wanted to 
be the best just like them,” 
Schaefer said.
     Four out of the five 
wrestlers placed at the 

state tournament, which 
is only the second time 
in Silver Lake history so 
many have placed at the 
same tournament. 
     Marsh described what 
wrestling means to him.
     “Wrestling has taught 
me to work hard and be 
disciplined. I have learned 
that after wrestling, every-
thing else in life is easy,” 
Marsh said.
     Lockhart , who placed 
fifth, said he believes 
wrestling has helped him 
prepare for the Marines.
     “In many ways, wres-
tling has helped me for the 

Marines. It taught me to 
work through the grind. 
It made me a lot stronger 
mentally and physically,” 
he said.
     Dultmeier, who 
medaled third, tries to mo-
tivate his teammates.
     “I tell them to just 
focus on your match and 
wrestle your best. I also 
tell them to just believe in 
themselves and to give it 
all they have,” he said.
     Schaefer described 
what it’s like to be a state 
champion.
     “It is the best feeling in 
the world knowing that it 

was just me out there with 
no help and knowing that 
none of my teammates can 
help. It was all me,” he 
said.
     Howerton, who 
medaled fourth, said he 
believes his dad, head 
wrestling coach, is a major 
contributor to his wrestling 
career.
     “My dad is my role 
model because he was the 
one who got me started in 
wrestling. He supports me 
at whatever I do, he gives 
me advice if I need it, and 
he was the first person I 
hugged at state when I  

The state qualifiers pose for some photo opps between matches at the state tournament. The wrestlers finished 
seventh overall as a team.        

Freshman Dalton Dultmeier 
wrestles Chris Deters of Marysville 
to advance. Dultmeier went 3-1 in 
the state tournament.

 

Senior Braeden Lockhart wrestles 
for fifth at state. He finished the 
season with an overall record of 
31-15. 

Junior Michael Marsh wrestles 
Jarrett Johnson his second round 
at the state tournament. Marsh 
went 1-2 to finish his season at 
state.
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Sophomore Hunter Howerton 
takes control of his opponent in 
the state tournament. He placed 
fourth.

 

Junior Haegan Schaefer 
wrestles Macrae Migchelbrink 
of Rawlings-Atwood in the state 
championship match. He won the 
match 10-4.

 

(All photos by Josey Morgan) 

won to get in the semifi-
nals. He wants me to al-
ways do my best. That’s 
why I love his support so 
much,” Howerton said. 
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ROBERSON 
LUMBER CO. 

BOX 94
9941 NW HWY 24

SILVER LAKE, KANSAS 66539
ELDEN ROBERSON

BUILDING SUPPLIES
COMMERCIAL & INDURSTRIAL

Thank You For 
Advertising 

With Us! 

DOUG’S PHARMACY & THE 
FLOWER MART

430 MAIN STREET
ROSSVILLE, KS 66533

584-6722
1-800-750-0006

North topeka 
vision center

Lance Eisenbarth, O.D.
Complete Eye Exams

Advanced Contact Lenses
New Selection of Frames & Lenses

www.topekavisioncenter.com

403 NW Lyman Rd
Topeka
785-235-6550


