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Reality U

     How many students have 
even thought about the reali-
ties of being an adult? Reality 
U was held on Dec. 11 to 
give students, eighth through 
12th grade, the opportunity 
to experience the real world 
by giving them different 
scenarios, as if they were an 
adult. 
     High School Math Teacher 
Deeann Frieden spearheaded 
this project. She explained the 
purpose.
     “In Reality U, students 
went through life as a 26 
year old and made financial 
choices based on their income 
and their family situation.
     “Students got their salary 
and a credit score, based off 
of the lifestyle survey that 

     

By Kennedy Kats & 
Gracie Johnson
Newspaper Editors

took into account the student’s 
GPA, whether they wanted to 
be single or married, and how 
many children they wanted 
to have. Single people got 
to make their own financial 
choices while some students 
went through Reality U as 

“...this would be 
very eye-opening 

for some 
students...”

a married 
couple 
and made 
choices 
together.  
     “Stu-
dents 
hopefully started to see a cor-
relation between their GPAs 
and the potential salary they 
make.  They also got to see 
how money is spent and track 
their money, as they made 
choices from a home, to a car, 
to insurance, and also where 
they chose to shop.  There 
were 13 different vendors that 
the student visited... I had 
a feeling that this would be 
very eye opening for some 
students,” Frieden said.

     She explained the origin of 
this idea. 
     “I had heard of this pro-
gram through my sister.  She 
had volunteered to help with 
the program, and my nephews 
had gone through it.  
     “The idea intrigued me: 

having 
students 
experience 
real life, 
but in a 
learning en-
vironment.  

I think all students need to be 
exposed to as many personal 
finance topics as possible. The 
more that students can learn 
about personal finance when 
they are young, the fewer 
mistakes they will make as an 
adult.
     “I had discussed this 
program last school year with 
Mr. Womack and Mr. Hallacy.  
I went and observed this event 
in August at Sabetha High 
School. Seeing it in action 

made me very excited to bring 
this to Silver Lake. Discussing 
Reality U with the administra-
tion, they decided it would be 
something we could do here. 
The state of Kansas is really 
pushing for financial literacy.  

     She shared how this will 
benefit students with their 
futures.
     “I think that students will 
be benefited in numerous 
ways.  First of all, exposure to 
these topics may make them 
curious and want to learn 
more.  I also think that it will 
be a great conversation piece 
between students and parents.  
Students will get the benefit 
of seeing how much things 
cost and to hopefully correlate 
their work in school to the 
potential earnings they make 
in the future. 
     “I think that the earnings 

that some students had were 
quite shocking when they 
have to pay for rent, insur-
ance, utilities, supermarket, 
and possibly daycare... I 
think they will become more 
appreciative of their parents 
and what their parents have to 
pay for each month,” Frieden 
explained. 
     Freshman Zachary Ruse 
described what he enjoyed 
most about this activity.
     “I was a divorced engineer, 
who got decent pay. I was 
surprised that I was divorced, 
but otherwise I loved the 
experience. What I loved the 
most was how in depth it was; 
it showed us what our parents 
have to go through, so it re-
ally opened my eyes,” Ruse 
stated.
     Sophomore Josie Martin 
shared her scenario and what 
she learned from this experi-
ence.
     “I was a single, registered 
nurse and received $3,610.25 

a month. I’ve learned that 
adult life is very complicated 
and takes a lot of responsibil-
ity and money management,” 
Martin said. 
     On the other side of 
things, Junior Heather Jordan 
explained her scenario.
     “I was divorced with one 
year old twins and a three 
year old. I was a paramedic 
and paid child support of $650 
and received only $744.17 
per month. Ahhh!! SOS!!!!” 
Jordan said.

Junior Abby Pressgrove
(Photo by Gracie Johnson)

Deeann Frieden and Junior Saylor Steele
(Photo by Gracie Johnson)

Junior Scott Kuhn and 
Sophomore Jayme Lindstrom
(Photo by Gracie Johnson)

Connie Haverkamp
Photo by Gracie Johnson

I’m excited that we are able to 
have Reality U here and hope 
that we can make it an annual 
event,” Frieden explained.
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Santa Claus Is Coming To Town...

By Gracie Johnson
Newspaper Editor

What do you think Santa’s elves do on their day off?

     Santa Claus is coming to town Dec. 25. As students prepare 
for the holiday season by putting up the Christmas tree, decorat-
ing the house with lights, and just enjoying this season, the real 
question remains: “What do you think Santa’s elves do on their 
day off?”
     Check out the responses below from Senior Peyton Fergola, 
Freshman Taylin Hoover, Junior Saxton Johnson, and Sophomore 
Kaidon Kruger.  

   “I think that on their day off, elves 

have conferences on how to deal with 

the catastrophic and existential crisis 

that is climate change.“

~Peyton Fergola, senior

~Taylin Hoover, freshman

   “I think that they dress up as people and go 

around messing with us. If you have ever been 

shopping and can’t remember the one thing you 

went out to get, it is because the elves are playing 

tricks on you.”

“I think Santa’s elves saddle up the reindeer, 

fly to Las Vegas, and have a wild night of 

parties and casinos! They’re stuck in the 

North Pole all year, so they would take the 

chance to warm up and possibly lose all their 

money.” 
~Kaidon Kruger, sophomore

“On their day off, I think Santa’s elves try 

and relax, but all they know what to do is 

build toys; therefore, they go to Santa’s 

workshop anyway because they wouldn’t 

have anything else to do.” ~Saxton Johnson, junior



     As the holidays approach, 
the community has been 
involved in many fundraisers 
and events centered around 
the school. Events such as Pan-
cakes for Parker, a VIP Dance 
for elementary students, and 
Blessing Baskets has united 
the community to support 
students and families in need.
     The first fundraiser stu-
dents, staff, and members of 
the community have partici-
pated in is new this year. 
     Blessing Baskets was cre-
ated by the Environmental 
Green Thumb Club, organized 
by Kimberlynn Uhl, science 
teacher. The baskets were 
filled with food that were put 
together by advisory groups in 
the school, and they were dis-
tributed to families in need by 
Environmental Green Thumb 
Club President Aubrey Dick, 
Vice President Keith Nagy, and 
club members Josie Martin 
and Larissa Mireles.
     Uhl described what she 
thought about the turnout for 
Blessing Baskets.
     “I wasn’t really sure what 
to expect, but we ended up 
having eight complete baskets 
to help eight families. I would 
love to see the support grow to 
have even more for next year,” 
Uhl stated.

     She shared who came up 
with the idea to start Blessing 
Baskets.
     “I got in contact with 
Lynette Renfro (community 
member) who organizes the 
50-4-50 Club in Topeka, and 
she provided us with this awe-
some opportunity in which we 
helped put together over 200 
other baskets as well as our 
own,” Uhl said.
     Uhl explained how the bas-
kets provided an eye-opening 
experience for students.
     “This was an amazing 
opportunity for us to experi-
ence the ability to help others 
and to see the pure joy in the 
families faces to know that 
there are good people in the 
world... So, I want to extend a 
thank you to all of the staff and 
students that participated in 
this wonderful opportunity to 
help others,” Uhl said.
     Some items that were 
included in the baskets were 
canned vegetables, toys, hams, 
brown sugar, stuffing, etc.
     Another fundraiser taking 
place in the school is Adopt-
A-Family. Tiffany Munz, art 
teacher, and other members of 
the staff have invested in this 
fundraiser for families in need 
for many years.
     “We [members of staff] 
adopt families through the 
United Way’s Christmas 
Bureau. Each year, families in 
need apply through the United 

Way to be adopted by indi-
vidual families and groups like 
ours. These are families that, 
for whatever reason, won’t be 
able to afford gifts for their 
kids this year,” she said.
     Munz shared what sparked 
an interest in this involvement 
with Adopt-A-Family by staff.
     “I used to participate in 
this charity with my Art Club 
(which is a club I don’t have 
any more). We would raise 
money and take a shopping 
day to buy gifts for the family 
we adopted. It’s always some-
thing students remembered 
and enjoyed. Once I stopped 

having an Art Club, I realized 
there was an interest among 
the staff to adopt families.
     “Many different staff in the 
last few years have participat-
ed. A lot of teachers are very 
interested in giving back to 
their community,” Munz said.
     She explained why she 

By Heather 
Jordan
Staff  Writer

Silver Lake Community Spreads Christmas Spirit

Environmental Green Thumb Club President Aubrey Dick, 
Vice President Keith Nagy, and club members Larissa 
Mireles and Josie Martin begin to distribute the Blessing 
baskets to those in need. (Photo by Kimberlynn Uhl)

Math Teacher Deeann Frieden drags fourth-graders Noah Streit and Braxton Rupp 
onto the dance floor during the VIP dance fundraiser. (Photo by Gracie Johnson)

personally gets involved.
     “I think it’s important to 
realize that a lot of families 
are struggling financially and 
aren’t always able to provide 
a Christmas to their kids. The 
families often ask for things 
that we in Silver Lake consider 
to be necessities, like bed-
sheets, cooking utensils, and 
clothes. It helps us to realize 
that there are people out there 
that need our help,” she said.
     Along with the Blessing 
Baskets and Adopt-A-Family, 
Lady Eagles Head Basketball 
Coach Loren Ziegler also 
made efforts to fundraise.
     “Pancakes for Parker” is 
an annual fundraiser that 
the girls’ basketball team has 
hosted for three years to help 
support the Parker Loved Life 
charity started by the Monhol-
lon family and other families 
fighting DIPG. The fundraiser 

was held in the grade school 
cafeteria on Tuesday, Nov. 21.
     According to Ziegler, the 
team raised around $1,100 last 
year. This year, the team served 
over 200 people and made a 
profit of $635.
     Ziegler said several families 
may benefit from the funds.
     “Some may go to the Parker 
Loved Life charity, and some 
of the funds may be kept to 
give financial help to another 
Silver Lake family/student, 
who may be having a similar 
situation,” Ziegler said.
     According to Ziegler, the 
girls’ basketball team also does 
volunteer work every year at 
the Ronald McDonald house. 
     Linndy Frieden, social 
studies teacher and head boys’ 
basketball coach, decided to 
host a “VIP Dance” in efforts 
to fundraise for new varsity 
warm-ups. The event was held 

on Nov. 18 in the high school 
commons area. Students in 
kindergarten through sixth 
grade invited their parents, 
grandparents, neighbors, 
classmates, etc.
     According to Frieden, 
over 50 students attended the 
dance with their VIP, and the 
event raised over $1,000.
     Since this is the first year 
that the VIP Dance was a fun-
draising event, Frieden shared 
his thoughts about future 
activities.
     “I would love to make it a 
yearly event! I think we can 
make a few small changes next 
year, and it will even be better. 
I had a lot of great help in put-
ting this event on, and would 
like to thank all of those who 
helped and donated items to 
help us with the dance. Ev-
eryone there seemed to have a 
great time,” Frieden said.

(Photo by Taylor Burkhardt)

Freshman Madeline Cregan 
helps serve at Pancakes for 
Parker.
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Band makes sweet music together despite small numbers

     The band has always been an important 
part of the school: playing at games, get-
ting people excited during pep rallies, and 
providing entertainment at concerts. Andrew 
Rhodes is the band director for the fifth 
through 12th grade. The high school band 
consists of: Freshmen Aubrey Bahner, Kayla 
Brannick, Noah Broxterman, Madeline 
Cregan, Tori Haverkamp, Andrew Osterhaus, 

Anna Ruby, Blake Wende, Deacon Zordel, and Tanner Wade; 
Sophomores Josh Boucher, Seth Evans, Kyler Kaniper, Thayden 
Kohler, Micki Moore, Anna Schuckman, and Ryan Tarner; and 
Seniors Josh Dallman, Leah Gustafson, and Brady Snook.
     The size of the band has declined over the years. However, 
Rhodes said this has been an up year so far. 
     “My hope is that everyone will stay in band. The more the 
merrier! I set my expectations very high and push students 
to get better, and this is a great group of hard-working stu-
dents. I’m very proud of them and don’t want to lose anyone. 
However, I also realize with the schedule this makes it a little 
difficult sometimes, but I think there are special opportunities 
that you can only get with band that make it worth being a part 
of their schedule,” Rhodes stated. 
     He explained that current band members have the ability to 
grow individually and as a group. 
     “I’m very excited about how much potential the band has 
this year. I’m ready to get started on our ensemble and concert 
band music for next semester. The band has been doing a great 
job with learning new pieces I have been giving them so far this 
year. They also have a very nice balance and sound when they 
listen to each other and adjust...If we work together, and the 
band buys into what I’m teaching them, this could end up being 
a really great year,” Rhodes said.  
     He explained why he loves teaching band. 
     “I enjoy band for several reasons. First off, I love music, and 
band allows me to make music and express myself through it 
in a unique way. I also enjoy working as a team to make music. 

By Joshua Boucher 
Staff Writer

Every single person has to do their part in band for the group to 
be successful. If one person isn’t focusing for just one measure, 
it can mess it up for everyone because they rely on everyone to 
do their job. No one gets to sit on the bench in band. I also enjoy 
band because it can and has provided me with experiences I 
would have never gotten anywhere else and wouldn’t trade for 
anything,” Rhodes stated. 
     He encouraged students to join band. 
     “I think the way to get more students involved in band is to 
provide them with opportunities. Show the students that there 
are more things to do and places to perform in band outside of 
playing here in Silver Lake. I’m currently working on trying 
to take the band on a trip soon to go somewhere, so they can 
experience what I mean firsthand and have some fun. The other 
way to get more students to participate is by building a program 
with a tradition of success to show students that it’s worth their 
time and effort to be a part of the band and that they will enjoy 
themselves.
     “I hear students tell me which instrument they used to play 
and joke about joining again, or students that say they will join 
next year... Just join already! If you are willing to put in the 
effort and show that you are really trying, I will do everything 
I can to help you. It might take some time, but we can get you 
caught up... You might end up learning a lot and sticking with 

Band members play at their Christmas 
performance on Dec. 6 in the Performing 
Arts Center. (Photo By Kaidon Kruger)

The band kicks off the Homecoming parade 
on Oct. 13. (Photo By Kennedy Kats)

it, if you just give it a try,” Rhodes 
stated.
     Senior Flute Player Leah 
Gustafson described what she likes 
most about band.
     “I like learning a new piece 
and putting the work in, so that we 
can see how it all works together,” 
Gustafson said. 
     She explained what band has 
taught her.
     “I have learned a lot about how 
one person cannot create a beauti-
ful sound. You must work with 
others as a whole for something to 

be amazing,” she shared.
     Rhodes explained his ups and downs with band. 
     “The best part of teaching band for me is watching my stu-
dents grow and achieve... Getting to see them start as a beginner 
and learn new notes. Then they move to starting to learn new 
rhythms and playing sheet music... It’s just really cool when 
you see that progression and get to help them to understand 
and have success with these ideas that were once very foreign. 
Not to mention the excitement a student has when they’ve done 
something correctly or understand a concept that they were 
struggling with. It’s great to see that growth and achievement,” 
Rhodes said. 
     Gustafson shared her possible music career in the future.
     “I have thought about trying to go to Washburn and playing 
there,” Gustafson said.
     Rhodes provided some pointers for anybody who would like 
to follow in his footsteps in the future.
     “My advice would be to ask questions. There is a lot more 
that goes into becoming a band or choir teacher than you think. 
If you’re serious about becoming a teacher, then ask Mrs. 
McGough or I questions so we can help you. Also, start reading 
and learning about music theory. Doing so will give you a foun-
dation of knowledge that will make things much easier when 
you get to college,” Rhodes stated. 
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Musical washes everyone away

  Cast List
Ariel-Olivia English                          
Prince Eric- Logan Matzke            
Sailors- Cody Hay, Mason Maldonado, Cooper Davis, Josh Adee, 
Josh Boucher       
Flounder- Noah Broxterman
Grimsby- Calen Schuckman
Scuttle- Lyndsey Vande Velde
Jelly Fish- Cody Hay, Mason Maldonado, Cooper Davis, Leah 
Gustafson
Turtles- Tori Smith, Josh Adee, Anna Ruby, Mary Kate Gerber
Fish- Samantha Ortiz, Micki Moore, Olivia Fieger
Windward and Leeward- Joshua Boucher and Zoe Brokaw
King Triton- Alex Holder
Sebastian- Keith Nagy
Aquata- Reese Fergola 
Andrina- Anna Schuckman
Arista- Tori Haverkamp
Atina- Alyssa Reeder
Adella- Peyton Fergola
Allana- Nicole Gerber
Flotsam and Jetsam- Olivia Fieger and Micki Moore
Ursula- Macey Clark
Gulls- Anna Ruby, Mary Kate Gerber, Zoe Brokaw
Maids- Leah Gustafson, Anna Ruby, Mary Kate Gerber, Tori 
Smith
Chef Louis- Josh Dallman
Chefs- Cody Hay, Mason Maldonado, Cooper Davis, Josh Adee

                                       Tech/Stage Crew
Light Design- Zachary Ruse
Light Board Assistant- Dylan Wiles
Sound- Garet Crump
Set Director- Andrew Rhodes
Set Crew- Mackenzie Aldrige, Catie Beam, Broden Call, Hallie 
Hay, Brianna Henderson, Santana Raub, Erica Strausbaugh, 
Shelbie Todd 
Director- Tonya McGough
Assistant Director- Andy Rhodes
Accompanist- Cathy Altman
Choreographer- Micki Moore

Photo by Kennedy Kats

Photo by Kennedy Kats

Photo by Kennedy Kats

Photo by Heather Jordan

Photo by Rivers Schwenn

Layout Design by Joshua BoucherStudents put on production 
of ‘The Little Mermaid’ on 

Dec. 1, 2 in 
Performing Arts Center

Photo by Kennedy Kats

Photo by Kennedy Kats
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By Kennedy 
Kats
Newspaper  
Editor

Basketball boys determined to fight for state title
Photos by Kennedy Kats, Calen Schuckman, and Gracie Johnson

     New seasons, new players, 
and new goals. The boys’ 
basketball team is ready to 
fight their way back to the 
state championship. The 
varsity boys have started their 
season with a 3-0 record. Last 
year, these boys made it to the 
state tournament, only being 
defeated by Marysville. This 
team of returning players, 
only losing one senior from 
last year, is now looking to 
improve and aim to win the 
state title this season.
      Junior Mason Griffin 
explained his goals for this 

season.
      “My main goal this year is 
a state championship. We got 
a great opportunity to go to 
state last year, and I think that 
will help us out this year. I 
think the nerves are gone, and 
we are ready to go,” Griffin 
said.
     Junior Dillon Byrne also 
said he hopes to make it to 
state this season. He shared 
his thoughts on which team 
will be the biggest competi-
tion.
     “Rock Creek is always a 
tough match up; they are on 
top of the league every year, 
and I feel like we have a shot 
at knocking them off this 
season,” Byrne said.
     Senior Ethan Cregan 
shared who he is most excited 
to play.
     “I’m excited to play St. 
Marys because they are very 
good this year, and it will be a 

good game,” Cregan said.
     Head Basketball Coach 
Linndy Frieden described 
what the team has been work-
ing on in preparation for this 
season.
     “(We’ve been working on) 
team defense and to get better, 
with more steals, and pushing 
the ball more on offense, fast 
breaks, and rebounding,” 
Frieden stated.
     Griffin explained some of 
the strengths of the returning 
team.
     “I think we are pretty 
athletic and tall. We have a 
fast team that can get up and 
run when we need to, and I 
think fast games will benefit 
us if we can take care of the 
ball and play under control,” 
he said.
     Frieden shared his opinion 
on the best quality of his 
team.
     “(They are) seven, expe-

rienced returning lettermen, 
athletic, and we shoot it well 
most of the time,” Frieden 
stated.
     The community has very 
high expectations for its 
students and athletes. Griffin 
described the pressure coming 
into this season.
     “In my opinion, there isn’t 
any pressure. We know what 
we need to do to win, and we 

are very capable of doing so. 
I think the fact that we were 
able to go last year, actu-
ally relieves a lot of pressure 
because we got to experience 
that, and now we are hungry 
to go back and have a better 
showing this year,” Griffin 
said.
      Byrne described the pres-
sures of being a part of this 
team.

     “In this community, there 
is always pressure to get to 
state, but with the young 
team last year and only losing 
one senior, we are looking 
forward to making a deep run 
in the playoffs and get another 
state title,” Byrne said.
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Winter Sports 
Schedule

Girls’ Basketball

Boys’ Basketball

Wrestling

Nov. 30 @ Frankfort
   Varsity ~  43 - 52
   JV ~  34 - 22
   C-Team ~  38 - 31
Dec. 2 C-Team Tournament @ 
Abilene
    vs. Abilene ~ 25 - 32
    vs Chapman ~ 40 - 11
Dec. 5 @ Council Grove
   Varsity ~  44 - 52
   JV ~  45 - 16
   C-Team ~ 22 - 15
Dec. 8 vs. Riley County
   Varsity ~  26 - 56
   JV ~ 34 - 27 
   C-Team ~ 19 - 44
Dec. 12 @ Royal Valley
Dec. 15 vs. St. Marys
Dec. 19 @ Rossville

Nov. 30 @ Frankfort
   Varsity ~ 75 - 22
   JV ~ 85 - 21
Dec. 5 @ Council Grove
   Varsity ~  59 - 56
   JV ~  48 - 26
   C-Team ~ 65 - 21
Dec. 8 vs. Riley County
   Varsity ~  65 - 35
   JV ~  52 - 43
   C-Team ~ 50 - 49
Dec. 12 @ Royal Valley
Dec. 15 vs. St. Marys
Dec. 19 @ Rossville

Nov. 30 @ Effingham- 
Cavanaugh 1-0; Allen 1-0;  
Schroeder 1-0; Priddy 1-0; 
Cook 1-1; Redmond 0-1; 
Kuhn 2-0; McCaffrey 0-2; 
D.Schwarz 1-0; Howerton 
1-0; Remer 1-0; Maldo-
nado 1-0

Dec. 7&9 @ Onaga- Ca-
vanaugh (106) 3rd; Allen 
(113) 2nd; Priddy (126) 
1st; Cook (132) 4th; Kuhn 
(145) 2nd; Howerton (170) 
1st; C. Schwarz (182) 4th; 
Maldonado (195) 3rd; Re-
mer (220) 3rd

2nd place as a team

Sectionals - Nov. 10 @ Galena - 13-6
Sub-State - Nov. 17 vs. Sabetha - 14-17

Fall Wrapup
Football

Photo by Kennedy Kats

Photo by Kennedy Kats

Photo by Calen Schuckman

(As of 12/11)

Photo by Gracie Johnson
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     For decades, at every game, every school event, and every fundraiser, there have been journal-
ism students on the sidelines dedicating their time to capturing the memories of the school year. 
In addition to these responsibilities, these students now run an in-school business: Eagle Eye 
Photography. Junior Addison Hamilton, photo editor for Eagle Eye Photography, piles on the re-
sponsibility of taking school portraits and sports pictures on top of her regular schoolwork. Inside 
the classroom, students take school portraits ranging from grades seventh to eleventh, as well as 
the junior high and high school staff. Students involved with Eagle Eye also shoot all of the fall, 
winter, and spring sports individual photos, all club photos, and the team photos. In addition, they 
also process and edit the photos, and send a proof to the parents so they may purchase the photos.
     Hamilton is a veteran when it comes to school photography.
     “I was first photo editor my sophomore year and that is when Manhart asked me if I would like 
to take this on. So, this year is my second year working with the business,” she explained.
     Eagle Eye has given Hamilton even more of a connection within the school.
     “My favorite part about overseeing Eagle Eye is the connection I get with the other students. I 
knew most of the students, but when it got down to the junior high, I really struggled to get their 
names down. Now, I feel like I almost know most of them personally. Aside from the connections, 
I feel as if I have more leadership skills as well as a better understanding of how running a busi-
ness might play out,” she said.
     Jamie Manhart, journalism instructor, explained where the funds made by Eagle Eye are used.
     “So far, we have used the funds raised through Eagle Eye Photography to upgrade the class-
room to feel more like a workplace environment than school. Last year, the bulk of the money 
went toward purchasing an executive table for the students, a Keurig machine, coffee mugs with 
the Eagle Eye logo, a microwave, etc. 
     “Students work many hours in my classroom - before school, after school, and anytime they 
can break away from another class. I felt they needed to have some luxuries for all of their dedica-
tion to the program. In a work setting, employers do the same for their employees,” Manhart said.
     The business helps the school immensely in ways that often go unnoticed.
     “The benefit of Eagle Eye Photography is three-fold. One, it certainly gives my photography 
students an opportunity to practice real-world skills. Second, it benefits the school and community 
by offering products at half the price parents were paying with outside companies. And finally, it 
helps the journalism program by allowing ourselves to be almost self-sustaining in a time where 

By Rivers 
Schwenn
Staff  Writer

(Left) Junior Photo Editor Addison Hamilton takes Sophomore Cooper 
Davis’ school portrait for the yearbook. (Photo by staff) 

(Top Right) Money made by the student-run business is used to 
enhance the classroom with items such as a Keurig, microwave, and 
screenprinted mugs with the company logo. (Photo by Rivers Schwenn)

(Bottom Right) Hamilton edits photos in Adobe Lightroom 
for the student-run business. (Photo by Taylor Burkhardt)

money is tight for most districts, including ours,” she explained.
     Manhart described her favorite part of managing the business.
     “I love to see my students gaining skills that they were not being exposed to as much, prior 
to the inception of the business. They are dealing with clients, working with every student and 
teacher in the building, creating promotional material, learning new software, etc. It’s really awe-
some to watch them work! Addison Hamilton has been in charge since we started the business last 
year, and her dedication, organization, and talent go beyond all expectations I had for her. She is 
an amazing student,” she said.
     With running any business, struggles and obstacles are part of the process. Manhart listed some 
particular difficulties that Eagle Eye has endured.
     “The most difficult aspect of Eagle Eye Photography is just keeping up with all of the respon-
sibilities and orders. While we are organizing all of the photo times, taking the photos, process-
ing them, emailing them to parents, and completing monthly orders as they come in, those same 
students are also producing a newspaper, a yearbook, and video projects; updating social media 
and our school website; and attending outside-of-school events, capturing photos and videos for 
our student body. 
     “The responsibilities can seem overwhelming some days, but the skills these students are gain-
ing make all of the hard work worth it. The students amaze me every day with their creativity and 
their dedication to getting things right and improving. They own their learning, and for a teacher, 
that’s what it is all about,” she explained.


