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Junior Micki Moore practices her clarinet before class. 
(Photo by Abeni Feuerbacher)

Freshmen Lexi Keen and Bella Eisenbarth harmonize dur-
ing “Banks of Doon.” (Photo by Ethan Clark)

Sophomore Trey Koelzer warms up with the concert choir. 
(Photo by Ethan Clark)

The spring season remains 
eventful as always. The KSH-
SAA Regional Music Festival 
took place on March 30 at 
Holton, kicking off the start 
of the band and choir festival 
season.

For clarification, a person 
who receives a “I” rating quali-
fies to state. A “II” rating is 
excellent; however, it does not 
qualify the individual to state.

Receiving a “I” included 
the Select Choir, Women’s 
Ensemble, and Men’s En-
semble. Soloists who received 
a “I” included Senior Macey 
Clark; Juniors Logan Matzke 
and Joshua Boucher; Sopho-
more Victoria Haverkamp; and 
Freshmen Cassie Smith and 
Olivia Day.

Receiving a “II” included 
Sophomore Soloists Noah 
Broxterman, Tori Smith, and 
Zoe Brokaw; and Freshmen 
Soloists Bella Eisenbarth, 
Dakota Bottom, and Brooklyn 
Langley.

All band competitors 
received a “II.” This group 
included Junior Micki Moore, 
clarinet; Sophomore Noah 
Broxterman, tuba; Sophomore 
Kayla Brannick, trumpet; and 
the percussion ensemble.

Band Director Andrew 
Rhodes said he had faith in the 
band to pull through.

“The thing I’m most confi-
dent about are the students in 
the band. They are all good 
musicians and when they put 
in the focus and effort, they 

sound awesome and make 
great music,” he said.

Rhodes explained the pro-
cess of choosing their festival 
pieces.

“There are two different 
aspects I look at for deciding 
on which pieces to play. One, I 
look at what the instrumenta-
tion of the band is and what 
I think are our strengths and 
weaknesses as a group. Then 
it’s a matter of sight read-
ing and finding the piece that 

best fits the band. Second is 
whether or not I like the piece 
or think it has something we 
could learn from. If the piece 
isn’t enjoyable or educational, 

then it won’t be interesting to 
learn or work on,” he said.

Moore shared her relation-
ship with her instrument: the 
clarinet.

“I have been playing the 
clarinet since fifth grade. My 
favorite part about the clarinet 
is how elegant it sounds; I 

think it’s very distinct from 
other woodwind instruments 
such as flute or saxophone. It is 
also my favorite instrument to 
hear playing a solo,” she said.

Moore said without any se-
niors in band, the juniors have 

had to take on an insightful 
leadership role.

“The juniors have had to 
step up and show the under-
classmen the ropes. We’ve had 
to guide them on how games 
and functions work as well 
as preparing for competition 
season.

“...I’ve learned that one 
person playing something 
correctly doesn’t matter unless 
everyone is doing it. I’ve really 
learned how to improve my 
own playing in order to work 
as a team,” she said.

Rhodes shared what he 
thought festival season taught 
his band.

“I think competition season 
teaches students how much 
they have to push themselves 
to be successful and what 
they can work on. We have to 
challenge students to get ready 

for competition, and they can 
either rise to the challenge or 
fall short. 

“Also, they receive feedback 
from judges and recordings 
which give the students a 
chance to be an audience and 
hear themselves perform. This 
gives them an accurate repre-
sentation of what level they are 
performing at musically as a 
group and what we can learn 
from and grow on,” he said.

Rhodes discussed what com-
plicated the festival season.

“I would say the hardest part 
of competition is a combina-
tion of preparing and schedul-
ing and finding that balance. 
Getting prepared takes a lot 
of effort. Making sure that ev-
eryone has their parts learned, 
then rehearsing it together, and 
then getting the details right 
to make it all sound like it’s 
supposed to. 

“On top of that, there are 
lots of other events going on 
before we get to competition. 
So, some days students will be 
missing for an event or they’re 
sick or whatever else and that 
makes rehearsing more dif-
ficult. You just have to go with 
the flow and get done what you 
can when you can,” he said.

Moore echoed this senti-
ment, saying that getting 
everyone together was the 
hardest part of the season.

“The hardest part of com-
petition season is trying to 
encourage everyone to practice 
when they can, especially since 
many people are involved in 
several other activities,” she 
said.

State Large Group took 
place on April 10 at Louisburg 

(Cont. on page 4)

Choir, band kick off festival season
MUSIC TO MY EARS

Carving Out a New Path

By Mary Kate Gerber 
Staff Writer 

Advanced woodworking students apply their skills to real-life scenarios

Adorning their homes with 
their woodworking projects 
throughout the year, advanced 
woodworking students are now 
being given the opportunity to 
venture into selling their prod-
ucts to others. 

Kelby 
Brown, 
industrial 
arts teacher, 
explained how 
these addi-
tional projects 
have affected 
his course 
for advanced 
woodworking 
students. 

“Curriculum really hasn’t 
changed, [the advanced wood-
working students] just kind of 
asked if they could do some 
mass production, and I told 
them I was fine with it as long 
as they paid for the materials 
and machine usage. It was re-
ally more their ideas and their 
philosophies. They were look-
ing for stuff to do after they 
finished the required projects 
and they asked if they could 
do it...I mean, as long as they 
took care of business and paid 
for their material usage and 
everything else then I didn’t 
really care,” he said. 

Such opportunities are 
driven by the student’s one-on-
one work with clientele. 

“I am not involved at all. I 
told them if they want to sell 
stuff that’s on them...other 
than Daryn, we haven’t had 
anybody really make stuff for 
themselves to sell. It’s been 
more people come to us saying, 
‘Hey, would you have time to 
build this and that.’ 

“And that’s where a lot of 
the other kids are doing things 
for other people, and some-
times the other people pay 
them individually, sometimes 
they donate money back to the 
program. I kind of let them 
and the kids work that out...,” 

Brown commented. 
Junior Daryn Lamprecht 

is selling handmade phone 
stands. The stands cost $10 
without a logo of choice, and 
$12 with. She explained what 
inspired her to begin the 
project. 

“My older brother, who lives 
in Chicago, has one of these 
phone stands, and I always 
thought it was pretty cool. So, 
when I needed to improve my 
skills on the CNC router in the 
shop, I thought this was a good 
project to use,” said Lampre-
cht. 

She commented on what 
she has enjoyed most about 
participating in industrial arts 
classes. 

“I have been in the wood 
shop since I was a freshman. 
I love all of the opportunities 
that open up all of the time,” 
she said. 

Lamprecht elaborated on the 
steps she must take in order to 
communicate effectively with 
her clients. 

“To decide the price, I think 
about how much the material 
costs and how much time I 
spend on making the project. 
Both of these are key factors 
because if I don’t make more 
than I spent then I lose money. 

“Mr. Brown has helped me 
decide pricing of this project 
and projects in the past by 
helping me learn my worth of 
my skills and time in the shop. 

“But for the last part, he lets 
(the students) decide prices 
on projects we are selling. To 
advertise my project, I have 
posted on Facebook and posted 
signs around the school. I have 
had two or three customers 
from both methods so they 
aren’t completely effective but 
also not a complete fail.

“My family members have 
also talked about them at their 
jobs and some of their cowork-
ers have bought some...” she 
said. 

The lengthy process is worth 
it once the customer receives 
the project, explained Lam-
precht. 

“I have been able to deliver 
some of my product to my cus-
tomers, and it is a good feeling 
to see them smile as they open 
the product,” she said. 

Sophomore Joseph Jordan, 
who is constructing gavels for 
the forensics squad, explained 
how he became involved in the 
project. 

“I’m currently working on 

some gavels for Bledsoe. I was 
pretty much told to make these, 
so it wasn’t much of a choice...
Bledsoe found me during lunch 
and asked if I was able to cre-
ate these gavels,” said Jordan. 

He commented on how the 
work he is currently doing 
with clientele is one of many 
changes that have occurred 
since he began industrial art 
classes. 

 “I’ve been in woodwork-
ing since freshman year. I’ve 
enjoyed getting to use the lathe 
more often, and we also got a 
much larger planer that works 
like a charm,” he said. 

Jordan discussed the step-
by-step process for making the 
gavels. 

“In simple terms, I pretty 
much just use a multitude of 
sharpened metal rods to help 
shape the wood while it is spin-
ning on the lathe. Then I use 
sandpaper to help smooth out 
the wood so it isn’t too coarse. 
Then I use a drill press to make 

the hole in the head part of the 
gavel so I can put the tail end 
inside of it,” said Jordan. 

Such perks are also accom-
panied by obstacles. 

“Some challenges have been 
not cutting 
material long 
enough, so 
the first gavel 
that came 
out came out 
small. I just 
overcame 
that by cut-
ting larger 
portions of 
material,” 
said Jordan.

Another 
issue along 
the way was 
deciding a 
fair amount to 
spend in order 
to complete 
the gavels. 

“We decide 
prices by making mathemati-
cal calculations on how much 
product we used/wasted,” said 
Jordan. 

Michelle Taylor, 
forensics coach, 
elaborated on how 
the gavels Jordan 
constructed would 
be put to use. 

“Congress is 
an event where 
students debate 
legislation as if 
they were a real 
governing body, 
like our Congress. 
The gavel is used 
by the Presiding 
Officer to control 
the chamber,” said 
Taylor. 

She explained 

the convenience of having the 
gavels produced in the shop. 

“...I think one thing that 
makes them special is that 
they were created by one of 
our students. I always forget to 
order awards, so having them 
(made) here in house is nice,” 
said Taylor. 

Brown commented on one 
of many motivations custom-
ers have for reaching out to his 
students. 

“The [products] that [the 
district] used to buy already 
premade, we’re trying to make 
them and see if it costs less for 
us to just do them in house. 
The kids are attempting to 
make these items from scrap 
and hopefully saving money on 
material costs.

“Pricing is just making sure 
they pay for the school’s mate-
rial that they’re using, if they 
don’t bring in their own, and 
then I charge them for wear 
and tear on the machines and 
glue and stuff that I have that 
maybe they haven’t purchased 
for themselves,” said Brown. 

Lamprecht is selling these homemade phone 
stands. (Photo by Mary Kate Gerber)

Jordan uses a ratchet to tighten bolts on his 
gavel. (Photo by Kennedy Kats)

Lamprecht glues and clamps her pieces of 
wood together. (Photo by Kennedy Kats)
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Forensics team works toward state competition

    Forensics is a competition 
between teams and individuals 
featuring the art of speaking 
and acting. The forensics team 
began competing in late Janu-
ary and now are preparing for 
post-season.
     Several individuals have 
qualified for state so far. These 
students include: Freshman 
Bella Eisenbarth in Extempo-
raneous Speaking and Seri-
ous Solo Acting; Sophomore 
Kayla Brannick in Extemp, 
Impromptu, and Oration; 
Sophomores Sailor McDonald 
and Victoria Haverkamp in 
Duet; Sophomore Dylan Wiles 
in Poetry; Junior Ryan Tarner 
in Extemp and Lincoln Douglas 
Debate; Junior Micki Moore 
in Humorous and Serious Solo 
Acting; Junior Anna Schuck-
man in Humorous Solo Acting, 
Poetry, and Programmed Oral 
Interpretation; Senior Macey 
Clark in Prose and Oration; 
and Senior Samantha Ortiz in 
Informative. 
     Coach Michelle Taylor ex-
plained her favorite part about 
forensics.

By Abeni Feuerbacher
Staff Writer

Students, coach discuss goals, achievements
Sailor McDonald and Victoria Haverkamp, sophomores, rehearse their timing in duet acting. 
(Photo by Ethan Clark)

     “One of the things I like 
most about forensics is it’s 
student driven so students get 
to choose their own pieces and 
own activities and they kinda 
get to let their inhibitions go. 
Forensics is all about acting 
silly and crazy and really just 
enjoying what you do, and I 
think that’s probably my favor-
ite part about it,” Taylor said.    
     Those who were named 
League Champs included  
Moore in Humorous Solo Act-
ing and Eisenbarth in Serious 
Solo Acting. 
     Brannick, state qualifier, 
described her proudest achieve-
ment.
     “My best achievement was 
my first tournament this year, 
when Miss Taylor told me -the 
day of- that I would be doing 
Impromptu (at the time I had no 
idea what the event was), and 
I ended up beating around 40 
kids and state qualified my first 
try. Although I did not get first, 
and pulled second place, I was 
still proud because the success 
showed that I have potential in 
the activity,” Brannick stated. 
     Taylor and McDonald both 
encouraged anyone who is 
thinking about doing forensics 
to try it. 
     McDonald stated that she 
almost didn’t try it, but she 
ended up going to state her first 
year. She explained the benefits 
of participating in forensics. 
     “There is a lot to gain from 
forensics. Not only can you be-
come a more confident speaker, 
but the activity teaches you 
critical thinking, time man-
agement, and communication 
skills,” McDonald said.

Students Secure Success
Art students, Future Farmers of America compete in recent contests  

By Reese Fergola
Staff Writer 

Success: the word that 
pushes students to be the best 
they can be. This month a few 
students engaged in two very 
different competitions but 
came together in the way they 
were victorious. 

Students in FFA, or Future 
Farmers of America, competed 
on site at Highland Commu-
nity College on April 3. On 
April 10, art students sent in 
their artwork to be judged at 
Rossville’s Mid-East League. 

Seniors Saige Steele, Saylor 
Steele, Kennedy Kats, Jason 
Schroeder, Caleb Kats, and 
Junior Gideon Remer were all 
on the Food Science “A” team. 
They placed second as a team 
out of 18 schools. 

The Food Science “B” team 
was comprised of  Juniors 
Cody Hay, Grace Hubbard, 
Daryn Lamprecht, and Sopho-
mores Kai Allen, Ryan Ster-
ling, and Noah Broxterman. 
Together they placed second 
out of 17 schools. 

C. Kats, who captured 
fourth individually, shared 
what his responsibilities were 
in the competition.

“We first had to take a 25 
question test over current 
events that were related to 
food science. Then there was 
a variety of tests that we had 
to do. The hardest part of the 
event was probably the aroma 
section. At this part, there 
were 10 different bottles with 
different scents, and we had to 
determine what it was. 

“It was pretty hard because 
there were some smells that 
I was not used to and had to 
decide what it was. I did not 
expect to place as high as I did. 
It was a good experience, and 
I was able to learn many new 
things from taking part in this 
activity.”

Remer and Allen both 
placed high in the competition 
with Remer capturing first and 
Allen finishing fifth out of 86 

students in food science.  
Lamprecht, one of the few 

girls who traveled to this event, 
placed sixth.

“I was going there to com-
pete, and I didn’t think about 
how I was one of the only girls. 
I am glad I was able to be one 
of the few girls that got to rep-
resent Silver Lake. I competed 
in the Food Science Test. The 
food science test consists of 
four different tests. A written 
test that consists of multiple 
choice questions over various 
topics that mainly have to do 
with food science. Triangle 
tests, this is where you have 
three different varieties of the 
same food (this year it was 
salsa) and you have to taste 
each one and decide which is 
different,” she said.

Lamprecht explained that 
the other two tests were a soda 
tasting test and a simple, five-
question math test that dealt 
with calculations in different 
recipes.

Finally, Todd the only fresh-
man who competed, placed 
sixt as a B team extra. He also 
competed in food science.

“I was very surprised that I 
placed so high. I did not think 
I would do nearly as well as 
I did. I think that the hardest 
part was the smelling test be-
cause some of the scents I had 
never smelled before. I don’t 
think I really did that much to 
prepare. I just tried as hard as I 
could when I was doing it...”

On the other side of things, 
art students sent in their pieces 
to be judged on April 10. Tif-
fany Munz, high school art 
instructor, described MEL. 

“League art really has two 
days. The first day is the judg-
ing day, which was April 10. 
The second day is the work-
shop day where the league 
teachers present workshops to 
students from all of the league 
schools. That day is April 24. 
Additionally, we have gallery 
receptions where award-win-
ning work can be viewed. 

“The judges this year were 
Charlotte Pemberton, who is 
a Lawrence-based artist; and 
Matthew Lord, who is a profes-
sor of art at KU. Judges tend to 
use different criteria from year 
to year. 

“This year, they were look-
ing at a combination of artistic 

technique and creativity.  I try 
to pick out any pieces that are 
neatly done, students spent a 
lot of time on, and are unique 
from artwork produced by 
other students,” Munz said.

The results from the April 
10 judging included Senior 
Macey Clark, first place pastels 
(chalk/oil) and third place char-
coal; Sophomore Sidney Kuhn, 
first place watercolor painting; 
Freshman Bella Eisenbarth, 
second place tempera painting; 
and Freshman Dakota Bottom, 
second place commercial art.     

There were also many 
honorable mentions including 
Senior Samantha Ortiz with 
watercolor painting; Senior 
Kennedy Kats who made hand-
built ceramics; Junior Shelbie 
Todd who taught herself fibers; 
Bottom with commercial art; 
and Junior Tanner Brown in 
modified curriculum.

Todd shared the process of 
teaching herself how to make 
recycled paper.

“I have not really run into 
any problems while teaching 
myself how to recycle paper. 
Sometimes the paper does not 
turn out how I expect it to, but 
that’s okay because it always 
comes out interesting in the 
end…

“To make the paper you have 
to start by choosing pieces of 

old scrap paper headed for the 
trash or recycling and tear that 
into small pieces. 

“Then you add the paper into 
a blender with some water and 
puree it. This is where you can 
get creative. While blending, 
you can add whatever special 
blends and plant materials you 
want. I have done variations of 
things such as plants, lemons, 
even glitter. 

“After you add these things, 
finish blending the scraps until 
you have a smooth slurry. You 
pour this into a special box 
called a Deckle box which is 
a frame on top of a mold tray 
with a screen between them to 
catch the slurry... 

“If desired you may add 
more materials to the paper at 
this point. You do this now if 
you want a design or shapes in 
the paper. For example, after I 
poured my pulp on one of my 
papers I decided to add dried 
lemon slices on top. 

“After it’s how you want it, 
cover the paper with an-
other screen then dab it with a 
sponge. Once you are done do-
ing this you must move it to a 
different screen then continue 
to dab. 

“After you have gotten rid 
of all the excess water, you 
will press the paper then let it 
dry. Once it’s dry you’re done, 

and you have a lovely piece of 
recycled paper,” Todd said. 

Bottom, who received both 
second place and an honorable 
mention, shared how she felt 

Sophomore Sidney Kuhn’s watercolor placed first at League. 
(Photo by Mary Kate Gerber) 

Sophomore Kai Allen sniffs pop before doing a taste test at an 
FFA competition. (Photo by Kennedy Kats) 

     Taylor described a couple of 
the team’s strengths.
    “We have a really good 
squad. Everyone’s really 
friendly with each other, and 
we really focus on making sure 
that we’re nice to each other 
and we support each other. I’d 
say that’s one of the biggest 
benefits that we have right 
now. Everyone gets along, 
and we have a lot of fun in the 
classroom.           
     “There’s a lot of talent on 
the squad. It’s the first time, I 
think, ever that I’ve had more 
acting talent than speaking 
talent, which is weird for me 
because we’re usually a much 
more speaking heavy squad, 
but we have a lot of very good 
actors who are very talented 
and like to have fun and work 
hard, and it’s definitely helped 
with our success,” Taylor said.
     State forensics will be held 
on May 3 and 4 at Wichita East 
High School. 

Micki Moore, junior, gets into character for her Humorous Solo Acting piece. Cooper Davis, junior, practices his prose before the 
home meet. Anna Schuckman, junior, delivers her performance for last-minute advice. (Photos by Ethan Clark)

about her results. 
“...I was really surprised 

that I placed second because 
I didn’t realize how good my 
pieces were,” she said.

Freshman Jacob Todd focuses on his test at the Super CDE. 
(Photo by Kennedy Kats)

Junior Shelbie Todd’s fibers received an honorable mention at 
League. (Photo by Mary Kate Gerber) 
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A Prom to Remember
Teens attend annual events

Prom…for some, a magical, 
or even a hectic, event that 
happens every year. Girls 
spend weeks planning dinner, 
their hair, their dress, getting 
alterations and then switching 
everything last minute when 
the plans don’t go as intended. 

Boys organize buying their 
tuxedos, corsages, fixing their 
hair, and adjusting their outfits 
to match their dates. 

Prom began at 8 p.m. and 
ended at 11 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 6, and it was held 
at Great Overland Station. 
According to Prom Spon-
sor Tiffany Munz, juniors, 
once again, were in charge of 
the event. The class officers 
included Micki Moore, Taylor 
Burkhardt, and Daryn Lam-
precht. Class sponsors who 
attended were Kathy Bartels, 
Syndia Coursen, Linndy 

Frieden, and Patrick Schultes. 
Principal Brad Womack and 
Superintendent Tim Hallacy 
were also in attendance.

After-Prom was held at the 
high school, and went from 12 
a.m. to 4 a.m.

Amanda Hay, one of the or-
ganizers of After-Prom, shared 
that the committee was made 
up of junior and senior parents, 
and it was chaired by Tonia 
Schuckman. 

She also said that the parents 
managed to raise over $10,000 
for After-Prom.

The theme for this year’s 
After-Prom was “Catch Me at 
the Lake,” a camping theme.

Junior Aaron Fowler said 
that Prom and After-Prom 
were different compared to his 
former school.

“Prom at my old school was 
a lot bigger because there’s a 
lot more people. The venue 
was bigger, but the prom was 
pretty much the same, and 
After-Prom was pretty differ-
ent because no one really went 
to it,” he said.

Senior Heather Jordan gave 
insight into her entire prom 
experience. 

“I actually was not going to 

go to prom up until two weeks 
beforehand. I didn’t go to prom 
my junior year, nor did I go 
with my boyfriend as a sopho-
more for his senior prom. I 
genuinely thought, and still do, 
that prom and school dances 
just aren’t for me…

“I went to Homecoming and 
winter formal my freshman 
year and decided that they just 
weren’t my cup of tea. It was 
actually a couple of my friends 
(Abby Pressgrove and Ken-
nedy Kats, both seniors) who 
talked me, or dragged I should 
say, into going!... 

“My mom was also a big 
influence on me as well. She 
set up most of my appoint-
ments and quite frankly picked 
out my dress for me! I think 
it’s safe to say she vicariously 
lived her prom that she never 
got to go to, through me!...

“As advised from Kennedy 
and Abby, I bought my prom 
dress in Overland Park, KS at 
the Oak Park Mall. I attended 
prom with Kennedy Kats, and 
I couldn’t imagine spending 
my night with anyone else, 
other than a best friend. I know 
that was super cheesy, but it’s 
true!” Jordan said. 

By Reese Fergola
Staff Writer
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(1) Juniors Josie Martin, Dustin Swain, and Grace Hubbard (Photo By Kaidon Kruger) 
(2) Junior Jayme Lindstrom (Photo By Aubrey Bahner) 
(3) Sophomores Kai Allen and Ellington Hogle (Photo By Kyla Hay)
(4) Sophomore Andrew Osterhaus (Photo By Aubrey Bahner)
(5) Juniors Dustin Swain and Amber Martinek (Photo By Kaidon Kruger)
(6) Senior Tristen Stoner and Junior Cody Hay (Photo By Kaidon Kruger)
(7) Juniors Larissa Mireles and Aaron Fowler (Photo By Kaidon Kruger)
(8) Junior Anna Schuckman and Senior Reid Walker (Photo By Kaidon Kruger)
(9) Juniors Grace North, Amber Martinek, Grace Hubbard, Daryn Lamprecht, Clara Caralt, 
and Logan Matzke (Photo By Kaidon Kruger)  
(10) Seniors Rebecca Wagner, Saylor Steele, Jenna Johnson, Hallie Hay, Kennedy Kats, Macey 
Clark, Samantha Ortiz, Abby Pressgrove, Heather Jordan, Saige Steele, and Brooke Lindstrom 
(Photo By Aubrey Bahner)
(11) Sophomore Mason Maldonado and Senior Tristen Stoner (Photo By Kaidon Kruger)
(12) Juniors Logan Matzke and Grace Hubbard (Photo By Kaidon Kruger)
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Athletes welcome spring season

By Kennedy Kats
Newspaper Editor

Photos by Ethan Clark, 
Clara Caralt, 

Cooper Davis, Kyla Hay, 
Chelbe Johnson, 

Michael Kalas, and 
Kaidon Kruger

Check out our school 
website for athletic 

scores 
and schedules!

    Spring sports are underway 
with endless games, tourna-
ments, and meets listed on the 
school schedule.
     Senior Jake Lindstrom 
has played baseball since his 
freshman year and is also dual-
sporting with golf. He shared 
the difficulties with participat-
ing in two sports. 
     “The hardest part is trying 
to find time to practice golf 
and keep up with everyone 
else during the busy baseball 
schedule,” Lindstrom shared.
     He explained why he 
wanted to go out for golf for 
the first time. 
     “I decided to go out for golf 
this year because I have been 
playing for the past couple 
years during the summer and 
thought that I could compete 
and help the team out. It is 
going to get busy, but I knew 
that I would regret not playing 
if I didn’t go out. A lot of my 
friends are playing this year as 
well,” he said. 
     He described what he likes 
about each sport respectively.
     “My favorite part about 
baseball is pitching and hang-
ing out with my friends during 
practices and games. My 
favorite part about golf is all of 
it, as long as I’m playing good, 
and because I get to go out and 
have fun with my friends,” 
Lindstrom said. 
      Freshman Eli Herkenrath is 
also trying golf. He explained 

what he is looking forward to 
this season.
      “I am looking forward to 
going to the JV meets with the 
other golfers.
      “I love talking to and 
meeting new people that I am 
playing with. I went out for 
golf this year because it is the 
first year I could and because 
you can play it at almost any 
age,” he said.
     Track athletes have also 
completed a few meets, and 
Junior Gabe TenEyck shared 
he is already looking at the 
finish line. 
     “The meet I’m looking 
forward to the most is prob-
ably either regionals or state 
because those two are always 
fun and intense and the crowd 

is awesome at both of them.
     “My goals for this season 
are to PR in the 2 mile and also 
make it to state in it,” TenEyck 
said.
     He primarily runs long dis-
tance and shared his favorite 
event.
     “My favorite is the 4x800 
relay because of the energy in 

Senior Jake Lindstrom
Photo by Ella Baird

the race. It’s the first race, so 
I’m always feeling good and 
ready to go. The crowd is also 
cheering you on all over be-
cause people are still walking 
to the bleachers or watching 
other field events, too,” he said. 
     Brianna Henderson, junior, 
is tackling something new in 
track.
     “I am most excited for 
trying a new event this year in 
throwing because it’s just a lot 
of fun, and I can tell that I am 
getting better every day.
     “My favorite event this 
year would have to be shot put 
because, for one, I am new and 
get to practice with different 
people, and I like that I am 
getting to learn something new 
to get better at and improve on 

Junior Jarek Clark gets ready to swing at the Shawnee County 
Country Club. (Photo by Cooper Davis)

every day,” she said.
     On the softball side of 
things, Freshman Lauren Rol-
lenhagen shared what she is 
hoping to gain from the season. 
     “As a freshman, I am most 
looking forward to learning 
new skills from the upperclass-
men that can help benefit the 
team,” Rollenhagen said. 

     She explained what she 
enjoys about softball. 
     “I mostly play centerfield, 
but I also pitch sometimes. 
I enjoy playing centerfield 
because I like catching fly 
balls and diving for balls in the 
outfield. 
     “My favorite thing about 
softball is my teammates 
because they are all supportive 
and always positive,” she said. 
     Sophomore Chelbe Johnson, 
pitcher, stated she likes how 
competitive the sport is. She 
shared why she likes playing 
softball and pitching. 
     “I enjoy it because it gives 
me a lot of control over the 
game and how both teams do 
during the game. 
     “My favorite part about 
softball is how many people 
have to give their part and be 
competitive in the game for 
there to be a good outcome. 
If one person isn’t doing what 
needs to be done then the team 
also falls with them. The sport 
requires everyone to be there 
on their best game,” Johnson 
said.
     She explained that she is 
looking forward to a leadership 
role.
     “This season I am most ex-
cited about being a team leader 
with the JV girls and getting to 
know them all better,” Johnson 
said. 

Ch o i r , b a n d  p r e p a r e  f o r  c o n t e s t s

Percussionists Freshman Michael Blackwell and Sophomore Madeline Cregan beat along to 
the “Rivercrest Overture.” (Photo by Abeni Feuerbacher)

(Cont. from page 1)

High School. The 65 member 
concert choir received a “I,” 
and the band received a “II.”

Choir Director Tonya 
McGough claimed that festival 
season was less about the score 
and more about the betterment 
of the choir.

“The hardest part about 
going to festival, and being 
judged by total strangers, is 
that I know where we started 
and how far we’ve come in the 
process of learning the pieces. 
We may have made major im-
provements over the semester, 
but the judges will give a ‘II’ 
or ‘III’ because it’s not up to 
their expectations. 

“What sounds good to a 
person who has their doctorate 
in choral music is not the same 
as a person working with high 
school voices on a daily basis. 
I always tell my students that 
as long as we have done the 
best we possibly can, the rating 
doesn’t matter. Of course, it 
is fun to say that we got a ‘I,’ 
but a ‘II’ or ‘III’ is not unheard 
of and is nothing to hang our 
heads about,” she said.

McGough detailed her 

process of  =bettering her 
students.

“I employ many differ-
ent vocal strategies to help 
each singer achieve their best 
possible sound. Singing is an 
art form and there are many 
fundamentals that must be 
mastered in order to express 
effectively through music. 

Proper breathing techniques, 
posture, vowel shapes, balance, 
blend, stage presence, expres-
sion, and tone placement are 
just a starting point to master-
ing singing,” she said.

Eisenbarth explained her 
mentality going into a perfor-
mance.

“Nerves are all in your head. 

I like to think that if you think 
positively, you will do well. 
Before I perform, I center my-
self, take a deep breath in then 
out, I find my note, I believe in 
myself, and finally I perform 
to my highest capability,” she 
said.

McGough explained how 
she chose performance songs.

“I choose the music based 
upon the personnel I have in 
the choir.  If I have a veteran 
choir, I will choose more dif-
ficult pieces than if I am heavy 
on freshman and sophomore 
members. I also have to choose 
music from a list put out by 
KSHSAA. As a 3A choir, we 
have to perform music at a 
level two or above. We are 
required to sing two pieces of 
contrasting nature,” she said.

Eisenbarth shared some 
details about her solo perfor-
mances.

“The two pieces I performed 
are called ‘Love Has Eyes,’ by 
Henry Bishop and ‘Think On 
Me,’ by Richard D. Row. What 
I enjoy most about my pieces 
are the meaning and the feeling 
hidden inside them.

“Overall, for my two solo 
performances, I would say I 
have spent about five hours 
practicing. I work on memo-
rization first, then I slowly 
adjust all bumps in the solo, 
with Mrs. McGough’s help, of 
course!” she said.

McGough claimed that there 
were many benefits to compet-
ing in the festival.

“Festival season is my fa-
vorite time of the year because 
it reinforces the learning that 
is taking place in my class-
room. It’s good for the students 
to hear either accolades or 
constructive criticism from an 
expert besides myself. It’s like 
when your parents tell you the 
same thing over and over. You 
tend to block them out after a 
while. 

“We have a strong tradi-
tion of success in the choir 
program, and we have an 
expectation of excellence when 
we perform. We also usually 
have one of the larger choirs in 
the state. 

“Numbers don’t assure a 
good rating, but I do believe 
that there is a certain strength 
in numbers when it comes to 
singing. It’s a great feeling to 
work together and achieve a 
common goal while expressing 
ourselves through music,” she 
said.

State Small Group will be 
held at Southeast Saline High 
School on April 27. Stay tuned 
to Silver Lake’s social media 
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