
July 10, 2020 

To Whom It May Concern  

I would like to update you concerning what I know as of today and the school year. The new official 
start date for school from the Governor and the Secretary of Education as of yesterday is August 
24, 2020. We are going to provide the best education possible for our students and practice the 
best health protection for our students, staff and families. We are moving forward but we receive a 
new directive from the state each week due to the changing status of the Covid-19 situation. We 
are governed and sanctioned under the Arkansas Department of Education so we have to follow 
their guidelines and recommendations.  

For the fall our students and families will have the following options.  

1. We will have a traditional brick and mortar classroom. This may also be considered blended 
learning which means if we have to close or your child has to miss we will use the online platforms 
Google Classroom and/or Lincoln Learning (the state has purchased Lincoln Learning for school 
use). The platform your child will use depends on the grade he/she is in. Teachers will prepare 
students for use of those online platforms when we return so that if we do have to close or your 
child needs to stay home due to exposure or possible illness he/she will know how to use them. 
Those learning management systems are online based programs that do not replace the teacher in 
the classroom but it is something from which we can continue to educate. Zoom and email are 
other possible means of reaching students in addition to anything else the state or local school 
deems appropriate but the teachers will prepare students and will be available for any help 
needed.  

2. Virtual school will be provided for those who so choose. The Lincoln Learning platform and 
Google Classroom will also be used for this choice but our teachers will still be available as 
resources and will help those students as needed.  

I know spacing/social distancing is a major concern for you as well as us. If all of our students 
choose the brick and mortar option there is a possibility of alternative attendance. For example, 
students could potentially have 3-2 attendance to provide safe social distancing. What that would 
mean is that your child would attend three days one week and two the next so that we do not have 
all students crowded into a classroom at once.  

 

 

 



Another major concern is the cleaning of space. We are diligent and we are constantly cleaning our 
space which includes hallways, classrooms, busses, anywhere our students are. We have a 
dedicated maintenance staff who makes it their mission to protect our students and staff. I am 
proud of them and appreciate all they do. 
 
There is a lot of controversy concerning masks in the general public. As of now the Arkansas 
Department of Health directive is that in the classroom and on the busses everyone will wear 
masks and will maintain social distancing to the best of our ability. (This is one example of things 
that constantly change. Previously the Department recommended face masks for everyone over 
the age of 10. They are now recommending them for everyone over the age of 2. I am sure they 
received revised guidelines and passed them on but it is these changes that keep us from being 
able to tell you exactly how things will look. We have to change as they change the guidelines.)  
 
On the busses, in addition to wearing masks, students will sit with their own household so we can 
utilize space as productively as possible. Those not in the same household will be spaced out. 
****Update as of 7/9/2020 afternoon Governor’s speech: Masks are strongly recommended but 
districts may use their own judgement if social distancing/spacing is well maintained. (Another 
example of daily changes. This will likely change again--it has several times already.) 

We have purchased washable face masks for those who do not have their own or need to use one 
of ours. We are making plans for them to be laundered. We bought enough to give students a fresh 
one while we are laundering the one they are wearing. These are an added expense so we do need 
to be diligent in caring for them and remembering to bring them. We can't afford to give everyone 
a new mask every day.  

Parents are asked to check their children's temperature each day before sending them to school. 
(This is another example of the state guideline changes. Originally, we were told bus drivers would 
have to check temperatures at the bus stops.) If your child has a temperature or any other 
symptom, please do not send them to school. If you need to keep your child at home his/her 
lessons will be online so keeping up will be easier. Students will have school email accounts so they 
can contact their teacher via email for help or to clarify instructions.  

Elementary and lower middle school students will be issued a chrome book and will have to know 
their login and password. For those who do not have internet access we will provide a USB drive 
from which they can download the lessons.  

General updates  

--Phase II of our Elementary Renovation is moving nicely. We have new flooring, paint, ceiling grid 
and tile. The bathrooms have updated fixtures and flooring. We hope to have some rooms available 
next week for teachers to begin moving back into.  

--Graduation will be Saturday, July 11 at 10 a.m. This is our first public event since the closing of 
school. Students are limited in the number of people they can invite due to social distancing and 
capacity but we hope to provide a memorable experience for those who are finishing their high 
school education in this unusual time. We had to apply for approval with the State Department of 
Education and were only allowed 66% capacity even though the event is outdoor on the track. The 
graduation ceremonies will be live on Facebook so that those who cannot attend may watch.  

The Eureka Springs administrators are diligently keeping up with changing guidelines. It is never our 
goal to keep you in the dark. We will update you as soon as we know what is going to happen. In 



these times we live day by day and do our very best. Our dedicated teachers are preparing for 
students and want to do all they can to help your children learn and grow. At Eureka Springs 
Schools we are committed to providing the best education possible and to helping each and every 
student succeed. The changes outlined that have happened (bus temperature checks and mask 
ages) are indicative of the constantly changing information we receive. Rather than tell you things 
every week that we know are going to change and frustrating you, we have tried to make sure we 
only tell you things of which we are fairly certain. We cannot be exact because we are in a new, 
changing time that none of us have faced in our lifetime. The Department of Health is monitoring, 
experimenting and trying to do all they can to keep us as safe as possible. We must follow their 
guidelines to ensure we are providing our students the best, safest, most productive education 
possible. Thank you for being as patient as possible and for allowing us to educate your children. 
We will post updates to the school website (eurekaspringsschools.k12.ar.us) and Facebook page 
(Eureka Springs Schools).  

Thank you,  

 
Bryan Pruitt, Superintendent  
Eureka Springs School District 


