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STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TRANSPORTATION 

OF HANDICAPPED CHILDREN  
 
 
At the beginning of each school year an orientation of bus drivers responsible for handicapped children should be held 
between drivers, special education faculty, school nurse(s), principal(s), and other personnel responsible for adapting 
the school program to meet the educational needs of students. 
 
Orientation should include information about pertinent physical, mental, and emotional data that a driver may need to 
know in assisting a handicapped student in riding a bus successfully with the student's peers. 
 
Following are suggested concerns, but not inclusive of all concerns, which the professional staff will be aware of and 
share with drivers when it is necessary for the welfare of the handicapped student: 
 
 1. A communication system must be clearly defined so that information can be shared quickly and efficiently, 

even on a day-to-day basis, if necessary, between drivers and personnel responsible for the educational pro-
gram of handicapped students.  It would be very helpful if the buses were equipped with a two-way radio 
system. 

 
 2. All physically handicapping conditions that may require assistance from the driver such as getting off or on the 

bus because of weather conditions, braces, prosthesis, visual, hearing, or mental or physical disability should 
be known prior to the first bus run or as quickly as possible. 

 
 3. The parent or designee is responsible for "door to curb", "curb to door", and "street crossing" of the child to 

the loading and unloading point and is advised to use extreme caution. 
 
 4. Techniques and procedures should be clearly outlined and understood for children who may cause an emer-

gency.  The bus driver needs to be aware of children with epilepsy, diabetes, cerebral palsy, etc.  Pertinent 
information should be known by the driver at all times. 

 
 5. Drivers will need to know the proper way of lifting those students with braces, etc., or techniques for strapping 

students in the seat for assuring safe riding in consideration of handicapping condition.  Techniques should 
conform to those advocated by the therapist in charge.  Drivers should also be aware of the objectives of the 
therapy program.  For example, if the child can walk independently but prefers the luxury of being carried, the 
driver should abide by the program established for the benefit of the child. 

 
 6. If there are students who for any reason need social or emotional support, instructors of these students should 

assist drivers in understanding and developing techniques in making commuting to and from school successful 
and to reinforce the educational objectives for a particular student. 

 
 7. Socialization is necessary for all children, and bus drivers should share in the responsibility of assisting the 

handicapped to remain as "normalized" as possible with other students, by developing a posture of expectation, 
kindness, and understanding of each individual's need while under his/her responsibility to and from school or 
other school-related activities. 

 




