
Unit 4 ■ 281A

Freedom
Freedom was so important to the 
colonists that they were willing to 
suffer terrible hardships and years of 
war to win it. 

What to Know
 What disagreements led to the 
American Revolution?

 Which people and groups impacted 
the American Revolution?

 What were the major events and 
battles of the American Revolution?

 How did the American Revolution 
affect United States history?
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At the
Same Time

The American
Revolution

1760 1770

1765  The Stamp 
Act is passed,
p. 303

 
1770  The Boston
Massacre takes
place, p. 307  
  

1773  The Boston
Tea Party takes
place, p. 311

1769  English
inventor James
Watt builds a
steam engine 

1762  Catherine 
the Great
becomes ruler 
of Russia

1770  James Cook  
explores Australia

SXENL10ASE4-5X_NoCdstk_U4.indd   281BSXENL10ASE4-5X_NoCdstk_U4.indd   281B 1/16/09   3:57:13 PM1/16/09   3:57:13 PM



1780 1790

1776  The Declaration
of Independence is
approved, p. 328   

 1781  The British surrender
to the Americans at
Yorktown, p. 360   

1783  The Treaty of
Paris is signed, p. 360  

 

 

1789  The French
Revolution begins

1784  Britain takes
control of lands
in India

Unit 4 ■ 281

The American
Revolution

The American
Revolution
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1728 • Mercy Otis Warren

1725? • Crispus Attucks 1770

1732 • George Washington

1746 • Bernardo de Gálvez 1786

1742 • Thayendanegea

1743 • Thomas Jefferson 

1754? • Mary Ludwig Hayes McCauley

1736 • Patrick Henry

177517501725

Mercy Otis Warren

1728–1814
• Massachusetts 

patriot who wrote 
plays to protest 
British rule

• Wrote a history of 
the American 
Revolution 

Crispus Attucks

1725?–1770
• Killed by British 

soldiers at the 
Boston Massacre

• Often called the first 
person to be killed 
in the struggle for 
American freedom

Thayendanegea

1742–1807
• Mohawk leader 

who later took 
the name Joseph 
Brant

• Helped the 
British during 
the American 
Revolution

Thomas Jefferson

1743–1826
• Chief writer of 

the Declaration of 
Independence

• Served as the 
third President 
of the United 
States
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1814

1799

1807

1826

1832

1799

1825 18501800
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George Washington

1732–1799
• Led the Americans to 

victory in the American 
Revolution

• Served as the first 
President of the United 
States

Patrick Henry

1736–1799
• A member of the 

Virginia House of 
Burgesses

• Spoke out against 
British rule and 
taxes

Bernardo de Gálvez

1746–1786
• Governor of Spanish 

Louisiana
• Helped the 

Americans during 
the Revolutionary 
War

Mary Ludwig Hays McCauley

1754?–1832 
• Earned the nickname 

Molly Pitcher by 
carrying water to 
troops during the 
Battle of Monmouth

• Fired cannons during 
the battle after her 
husband was 
wounded
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Old North Church,
in Boston

Pennsylvania State House, 
in Philadelphia

Virginia Capitol, in
WilliamsburgFort San Carlos,

near St. Louis
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1p min

Focus
Skill Cause and Effect

Why It Matters Understanding cause and effect can help 
you see why events happen.

A cause is an action or event that makes something else happen. An effect is 
what happens as the result of that action or event.

■ Words and phrases such as because, since, so, for these reasons, and as a 
result are clues to cause and effect.

■ Sometimes the effect may be stated before the cause.

Read the paragraphs that follow. Then find causes and effects in the second 
paragraph.

In the mid-1600s, people began to leave the Massachusetts Bay Colony and start 
their own settlements. Some left because of religious reasons. Others left 
to find better economic opportunities.

By the mid-1700s, colonists no longer had to buy goods from Europe to live. 
They had their own cities and businesses. Also, more colonists had been born in 
the colonies. It was the only home they knew. For these reasons, the colonists 
began to depend less on England.

Effect Cause

286 ■ Unit 4
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Read the paragraphs, and answer the questions.

From Strangers to Neighbors
In 1765, John Rutledge traveled from 

his home in South Carolina to New 
York. He called it his first trip to a for-
eign country. That says a lot about how 
the colonists viewed one another. 

The colonies had been founded at 
different times and for different rea-
sons. Each had its own mix of people. 
Each had its own economy and its own 
government. As a result, the colonies 
really were like different countries.

Things were about to change, though. 
John Rutledge was going to New York 
City to meet with representatives from 
ten of the colonies. They were to discuss 

a new tax law. The colonists thought 
that the tax was unfair. They wanted 
to figure out what to do about it.

While in New York, Rutledge met 
with Sir William Johnson. Johnson was 
a wealthy English merchant who was 
friendly with the Iroquois. Johnson told 
Rutledge about how members of the 
Iroquois League worked together to 
solve problems.

Rutledge told other colonists about 
the Iroquois League. Like the Iroquois, 
the colonists soon began to work 
together. They started seeing each other 
not as foreigners but as neighbors.

1.  What caused John Rutledge to travel to New York City?
2.  Why were the colonies like different countries? 
3.  How did learning about the Iroquois League affect 

colonists?

Cause and Effect

Colonists began to depend less on England.
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On the night of April 18, 1775, British troops left Boston. 
They were on their way to the nearby towns of Lexington and 
Concord. There they were to arrest colonial leaders Samuel 
Adams and John Hancock. 

When the colonists heard of the plan, they sent several men 
to warn the townspeople. One of those men was Paul Revere, a 
Boston silversmith. He rode across the countryside, risking his 
life to deliver the news. Almost 100 years after the ride, poet 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote a poem to honor Revere’s 
brave deed.
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    isten, my children, and you shall hear
Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,
On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-five;
Hardly a man is now alive
Who remembers that famous day and year.

He said to his friend, “If the British march 
by land or sea from the town to-night, 
Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch
Of the North Church tower as a signal light,—
One if by land, and two, if by sea; 
And I on the opposite shore will be,
Ready to ride and spread the alarm
Through every Middlesex village and farm, 
For the country folk to be up and to arm.” .  .  .

And lo! as he looks, on the belfry’s height
A glimmer, and then a gleam of light!
He springs to the saddle, the bridle he turns, 
But lingers and gazes, till full on his sight
A second lamp in the belfry burns!

belfry a bell tower
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A hurry of hoofs in a village street, 
A shape in the moonlight, a bulk in the dark,
And beneath, from the pebbles, in passing, a spark
Struck out by a steed flying fearless and fleet;

That was all! And yet, through the gloom and the light,
The fate of a nation was riding that night;
And the spark struck out by that steed, in his flight, 
Kindled the land into flame with its heat.  .  .  .

You know the rest. In the books you have read
How the British Regulars fired and fled,—
How the farmers gave them ball for ball,
From behind each fence and farm-yard wall,
Chasing the red-coats down the lane, 
Then crossing the fields to emerge again
Under the trees at the turn of the road,
And only pausing to fire and load.
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So through the night rode Paul Revere;
And so through the night went his cry of alarm
To every Middlesex village and farm,—
A cry of defiance, and not of fear,
A voice in the darkness, a knock at the door,
And a word that shall echo forevermore!
For, borne on the night-wind of the Past,
Through all our history, to the last,
In the hour of darkness and peril and need,
The people will waken and listen to hear 
The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed, 
And the midnight message of Paul Revere.

  Focus
Skill Cause And Effect What signal 

caused Paul Revere to begin his 
ride?

  Make It Relevant Think about how 
people today receive news. Why 
is it important for people to know 
about current events?
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CONNECT IDEAS
Graphic organizers can help you connect ideas.

■  On a concept map, the main idea is written in the center 
bubble.

■  Facts and details are written in surrounding bubbles.

boycott p. 304 blockade p. 312 commander in chief p. 319

PREVIEW VOCABULARY 
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AMERICAN INDIAN FESTIVAL IN 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

CHAPTER

The Colonies 
Unite

CARPENTERS’ HALL IN PHILADELPHIA

Chapter 8 ■ 293Chapter 8 ■ 293
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ARE
OU

HERE

Y
A
O

TTTH

1750 1790

1764
Britain passes the
Sugar Act

1754
The Battle of
Fort Necessity
is fought

1763
The French and
Indian War ends

Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
How did the French 

and Indian War change 
relations between the 
colonists and Britain?

VOCABULARY
alliance p. 296

delegate p. 296

Parliament p. 297

proclamation p. 298

budget p. 299

PEOPLE
Benjamin Franklin
George Washington
King George III

PLACES
Fort Necessity
Ohio Valley
Albany

Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND 
EFFECT

Fighting for 
Control

It’s bright and sunny at Fort Necessity, but 

the Pennsylvania woods around you look 

dark and dangerous. Any minute now, your small fort 

may be attacked. You’re scared, but you will fight to 

keep France from getting control of this land.

 There is a shout as one of the other soldiers in 

your group runs into sight. He is out of breath and 

looks shocked. “It’s the French!” he yells. “We’re 

surrounded!”
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SXENL07ASECX_U4C8L1.indd   294SXENL07ASECX_U4C8L1.indd   294 1/26/06   3:07:14 PM1/26/06   3:07:14 PM



During his career as a 
soldier, George Washington 
won many battles. The 
battle fought at Fort 
Necessity (below) was the 
only battle in which he ever 
surrendered.

 

REGIONS Which two groups of Europeans 
claimed land east and west of the Ohio Valley?

Conflicting Claims
Spain, France, and Britain, as England 

became known, were trying to keep 
control of their lands in North America. 
Spain claimed mostly the southwestern 
lands and Florida. France claimed lands 
to the north and in the middle of what 
is now the United States. Most of the 
land that Britain claimed was along the 
Atlantic coast.

The Ohio Valley
Both Britain and France claimed the 

Ohio Valley. This region stretches along 
the Ohio River from the Appalachians 
to the Mississippi River. The British saw 
the Ohio Valley as an area for trade and 
growth. To the French, it connected their 
lands in New France and Louisiana.

By 1750, France sent soldiers to the 
Ohio Valley to drive out the British. The 
French also built forts near the eastern 
end of the valley. The British saw this as 
an act of war and decided to fight back.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What caused the British and the French to 
compete for the Ohio Valley?

Chapter 8 ■ 295

 France and Britain 
both wanted land in the Ohio Valley.
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The French and Indian 
War Begins

The French and Indian War began in 
North America in 1754 and later spread 
to Europe. Native Americans fought for 
both sides, but mostly for the French.

Alliances and Fighting
By the mid-1700s, both France and 

Britain had formed alliances with many 
of the Native American tribes in the Ohio 
Valley. An alliance is a formal agreement 
among groups or individuals. Once fight-
ing began, the French and the British 
asked their allies for help.

In June 1754, colonial leaders met at 
Albany, New York, to talk about how to 
deal with the French forces. Seven colo-
nies sent delegates, or representatives, 
including Benjamin Franklin.

Franklin said that the colonies should 
unite to fight the French. His idea, which 
became known as the Albany Plan of 
Union, was not approved. The colonies 
were not yet willing to fight as one 
country.

A month earlier, the British governor 
of Virginia sent 150 soldiers to take 
the Ohio Valley from the French. 
George Washington, then only 21 years 
old, led the Virginians. On their way 
to a French fort, the Virginians fought 
some French soldiers. Afterward, the 
Virginians quickly built Fort Necessity. 
On July 3, 1754, the French and their 
Native American allies attacked. 
Outnumbered, the Virginians gave up. 
This battle turned out to be the start of 
the French and Indian War.

 SUMMARIZE
What became known as the Albany Plan?

FIGHTING THE WAR Red uniform jackets made the British easy targets.

296 ■ Unit 4

Benjamin Franklin’s idea of uniting the colonies against France
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The War Expands
The colonists knew they needed help 

if they were to win the war. Parliament, 
the lawmaking branch of the British gov-
ernment, sent an army to help fight the 
French and their Native American allies. 
General Edward Braddock led the British.

Early Defeats for Britain
In April 1755, Braddock and more than 

1,800 troops marched to attack the French 
at Fort Duquesne. Braddock brought 
George Washington along as an adviser. 
Washington later described how the 
soldiers looked in their bright, colorful 
uniforms—British red and colonial blue—
marching through the deep green forest.

The British soldiers had been trained 
to fight in open fields. They were sur-
prised to find that the French fought like 
their Native American allies, from behind 
trees and large rocks. This made the 
British soldiers easy targets.

The early battles did not go well for the 
British, and Braddock was killed in the 
fighting. In a letter home to his family, 
Washington wrote,

“I had four bullets through my coat 
and two horses shot under me, and yet 

escaped unhurt.”
Britain Wins Control

Britain sent more troops and supplies 
to the colonies, and the war slowly 
turned in its favor. British soldiers cap-
tured Fort Duquesne and several other 
French forts. They also defeated the 
French at Quebec and Montreal.

In 1756, the French and the British 
started fighting battles in Europe, too. 
Spain joined France in the fight against 
Britain. The British had a stronger navy 
and defeated the Spanish in 1762. To 
make up for Spain’s losses, France gave 
Spain most of Louisiana.

The Treaty of Paris
The French and Indian War ended in 

1763. The Treaty of Paris gave Britain 
most of Canada, all French lands east 
of the Mississippi River, and Spanish 
Florida. France lost nearly all of its lands 
in North America.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What was the effect of the Treaty of Paris?

 

LOCATION At which French fort in present-
day Pennsylvania was a major battle fought?

The French
and Indian War,
1754–1763

Chapter 8 ■ 297
It ended the French and Indian War.

SXENL07ASECX_U4C8L1.indd   297SXENL07ASECX_U4C8L1.indd   297 1/17/06   2:33:10 PM1/17/06   2:33:10 PM



More Troubles
The end of the French and Indian 

War did not end Britain’s troubles in 
its colonies. Because the lands between 
the Appalachian Mountains and the 
Mississippi River were now under British 
control, many colonists wanted to settle 
there. However, these lands were already 
home to many Native American groups. 
These groups were determined to keep 
new settlers out of their lands.

In 1763, an Ottawa chief named Pontiac 
united groups along the Mississippi 
River. Together, the Native Americans 
captured some of the British forts. They 
also attacked the colonists’ settlements 
around those forts.

The Proclamation of 1763
Britain’s King George III tried to 

end the fighting. In 1763, the king made 
a proclamation, or public announcement. 
The Proclamation of 1763 said that all 
lands west of the Appalachian Mountains 
belonged to Native Americans. White set-
tlers in those lands were told to leave.

Most colonists ignored the king’s proc-
lamation. They believed they had fought 

FRONTIER SETTLEMENTS Many British leaders 
blamed Pontiac (below) for attacks on frontier settlers. 
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Summarythe war to keep the French from blocking 
their settlement of the western frontier. 
They did not like the British government 
telling them to stay out of those lands. 
As a result, fighting between the Native 
Americans and the settlers continued.

Paying for the War
Colonists were also angry about new 

taxes passed by Parliament. After the 
war ended, British leaders looked at their 
budget, or plan for spending money. 
They realized that Britain needed more 
money to pay off the cost of the war. 
They thought the colonists should help.

In 1764, Parliament passed the Sugar 
Act to raise money for Britain. This act 
taxed the sugar and molasses brought 
into the colonies from the West Indies.

The Sugar Act mostly hurt shipping 
businesses in the New England Colonies. 
Many merchants objected to the tax. Still, 
the British government kept taxing the 
sugar. Soon it would pass more taxes.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
Why did Parliament pass new taxes for the 
colonists?

Conflicting land claims in North America 
led to the French and Indian War. Britain 
defeated France in the war. After the war, 
Britain issued the Proclamation of 1763, 
but many colonists ignored it and kept 
moving west.

1. WHAT TO KNOW How did the French and 
Indian War change relations between the 
colonists and Britain?

2. VOCABULARY Use the term alliance 
in a sentence about the French and 
Indian War.

3. HISTORY What events caused the French 
and Indian War?

4. CRITICAL THINKING Why do you think 
French soldiers chose to fight in the 
same way as their Native American 
allies?

5. WRITE A NEWSPAPER STORY Imagine 
 you are a news reporter in 1763. 
Write a story describing colonists’ 
concerns about the Proclamation of 1763.

6. 
Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND EFFECT
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete the graphic organizer 
below.

The French attack 
troops at Fort 
Necessity.

The British decide 
colonists should help pay 
for the war.
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to pay off the cost of the French and Indian 
War

SXENL07ASECX_U4C8L1.indd   299SXENL07ASECX_U4C8L1.indd   299 2/4/06   10:13:00 AM2/4/06   10:13:00 AM



Compare Historical Maps

Map and Globe Skills

A POWDER HORN

Why It Matters A historical map shows a place at a certain time 
in history. Comparing historical maps can help you learn how a 
place and its borders changed over time.

Follow these steps to compare the historical maps on 
page 301.

Step 1 Study the map key for each map. The colors show the 
areas claimed by Britain, France, Spain, and Russia.

Step 2 Look at Map B. It has a pattern of stripes called hatch 
lines. These hatch lines show areas of British land 
reserved for Native Americans.

Step 3 Find the thick blue line on Map B. It shows the border 
created by the Proclamation of 1763.

Use Maps A and B to answer these questions.

1 Which country claimed Florida before the French and Indian 
War? after the war?

2 Which map shows British lands reserved for Native Americans?

3 Which country claimed Louisiana after the French and 
Indian War?

4 Did Spain gain or lose land as a result of the French and 
Indian War?

Use the maps to write about the changes in land 
claims caused by the French and Indian War. 
Share your work with a classmate.
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 For online activities, go to www.harcourtschool.com/ss1
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ARE
OU

HERE

Y
A
O

TTTH

1750 1790

1765
Britain passes
the Stamp Act

1770
The Boston Massacre
takes place

1767
Britain creates 
the Townshend Acts

Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
Why were colonists 

angered by Britain’s new 
colonial tax laws?

VOCABULARY
representation p. 303

treason p. 303

congress p. 303

boycott p. 304

repeal p. 304

imperial policy p. 305

protest p. 305

PEOPLE
Benjamin Franklin
Mercy Otis Warren
Patrick Henry
Samuel Adams
Crispus Attucks
Paul Revere

PLACES
New York City
Boston

Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND 
EFFECT

Colonists 
Speak Out
A hush falls over the British Parliament.

Benjamin Franklin is about to speak out 

against Britain’s tax law. The year is 1766, and you 

have traveled to London with Franklin.

“Do you think it right that the colonies should be 

protected by Britain and pay no part of the cost?” 

asks one member of Parliament.

“That is not the case,” Franklin says. “The colonies 

raised, clothed, and paid, during the last year, near 

25,000 men, and spent many millions.”

Surely, you think, Parliament must take back the law.

THE BRITISH 
PARLIAMENT
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In Virginia, Patrick Henry told other 
members of the House of Burgesses that 
Parliament did not represent the colo-
nies. Those who supported Parliament’s 
actions shouted “Treason! Treason!” By 
accusing Henry of treason, they were 
saying he was guilty of working against 
his own government.

In October 1765, representatives from 
nine colonies met in New York City in 
what became known as the Stamp Act 
Congress. A congress is a formal meeting 
of representatives. There, colonial leaders 
spoke out against the Stamp Act. Soon 
people began to repeat these words—“no 
taxation without representation.”

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
Why were colonists angry about the Stamp Act?

Stamp Act CartoonStamp Act Cartoon

The coffin 
represents the 
wish to see the 
tax die.

The straw figure 
represents a tax 
collector.

Document-Based Question What does this drawing tell you about how some 
colonists felt about the Stamp Act?

Background This 1765 drawing shows colonists in New 
Hampshire reacting to the Stamp Act.

The Stamp Act
In 1765, Parliament approved another 

tax law. The Stamp Act put a tax on many 
paper items in the colonies. Newspapers, 
legal documents, and even playing cards 
had to have a special stamp on them to 
show that the tax had been paid.

No Taxation Without Representation
British leaders felt the tax was fair. 

Many colonists, however, were angry. 
They said Britain could not tax them 
because they had no representation in 
Parliament. No one was speaking or 
acting for them. Mercy Otis Warren, a 
Massachusetts writer, disagreed with the 
new tax. She began writing plays that 
accused British leaders of being greedy.

Chapter 8 ■ 303
They had no representation in Parliament.
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Boston New York City

Journey starts 1–4 days from Boston 4–8 days from Boston

Philadelphia

Members of the Committees of 
Correspondence wrote letters 
to express their points of view 
about British laws.

Colonists Work Together
Many colonists tried to force Britain to 

take back the Stamp Act. Some wrote let-
ters to Parliament. Some chose not to buy 
taxed goods. Others began to boycott, or 
refuse to buy, all British goods.

The Sons and Daughters of Liberty
Soon after the Stamp Act was passed, 

a group of colonists called the Sons of 
Liberty began to work against it. To most 
colonists, liberty meant freedom to make 
their own laws.

The Sons of Liberty captured several 
British workers who tried to collect the 
tax. They covered these tax collectors 
with sticky tar and dumped feathers on 
them. The Sons of Liberty also chased tax 
collectors out of their towns.

Women also took action against the 
Stamp Act. They formed their own group, 
known as the Daughters of Liberty. 
Members of the group spun thread and 
wove their own cloth instead of buying 
British cloth. The cloth was so popular 
that women in Providence, Rhode Island, 
chose a large place in which to make it—
the city courthouse!

The Stamp Act Is Repealed
By 1766, so many colonists opposed 

the Stamp Act that Parliament voted to 
repeal, or take back, the act. The very 
next day, however, Parliament passed 
the Declaratory Act. It said that Britain 
had the “full power . . . to make laws . . .  
[for the] people of America . . . in all 
cases.” This new law worried many 
colonists.
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12–16 days from Boston8–12 days from Boston

WilliamsburgBaltimore

Committees of Correspondence
The repeal of the Stamp Act showed 

that the colonists could work together, 
but they needed better ways to share 
information. News traveled slowly 
because letters were mostly delivered by 
riders on horseback. It could take many 
days for people to find out about events 
in other colonies.

To spread information between colo-
nies more quickly, the colonists formed 
Committees of Correspondence. Members 
of these committees wrote letters to one 
another. In their letters, they told about 
what was happening in their town and 
colony.

Samuel Adams organized the first 
Committee of Correspondence in Boston 
in 1764. Adams had spoken out many 
times against British imperial policies. 
These were the laws and orders issued by 

the king and the British Parliament. The 
next year, colonists in New York formed 
another committee.

Colonists soon spoke about the need 
for a Committee of Correspondence in 
every colony. Virginia formed a commit-
tee in 1773. Members of the Virginia 
committee wrote that all colonists should 
be “much disturbed by various rumors 
and reports of proceedings tending to 
deprive them of their . . . rights.”

Committee members then asked other 
colonies to start their own Committees 
of Correspondence. Committee members 
in each colony wrote letters to other cit-
ies and towns. They asked people in the 
other colonies to protest, or work against, 
British policies.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
Why were the Committees of Correspondence 
formed?

DIAGRAM Delivering the mail took much longer than it does today. About how long 
did it take mail to go from Boston to New York City? from Boston to Williamsburg?

Delivering the Mail
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The Townshend Acts
In 1767, Parliament passed several new 

tax laws called the Townshend Acts. The 
Townshend Acts taxed imports, such as 
glass, tea, paint, and paper, that were 
brought into the colonies. The new laws 
also set up a new group of tax collectors. 
Even though Parliament had repealed the 
Stamp Act, the Townshend Acts showed 
that Parliament believed it still had the 
right to make laws for the colonists.

More Boycotts
Once again, many colonists joined 

together in boycotting British goods. The 
Daughters of Liberty asked people to 
stop drinking British tea, and merchants 
in Boston would not import taxed goods. 
Some colonists would not paint their 

houses because they did not want to pay 
the tax on paint.

Like the Stamp Act, the Townshend 
Acts did not last very long. Sales of 
British goods in the colonies went down, 
and tax officers collected little money. 
In 1770, Parliament repealed all of the 
Townshend Acts except for the tax on tea. 
However, many colonists still would not 
buy British tea.

As the number of people taking part 
in protests grew, Parliament sent more 
soldiers to the colonies. By 1770, about 
9,000 British soldiers were in the colonies. 
About 4,000 of them were stationed in the 
city of Boston.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What were some of the effects of the Townshend 
Acts?

Supporting the Boycott
To support the boycott against British 

goods, sewing groups sprang up all over 
the colonies. Much of the spinning, weav-
ing, and sewing was done by girls. Twelve-
year-old Anna Green was part of a sewing 
group at her church in Boston. Each morn-
ing, as the minister read from the Bible, 
Anna worked away at the spinning wheel.

Fifteen-year-old Charity Clark spun wool 
in her home in New York City. In a letter to 
her cousin in Britain, she wrote, “Heroines 
may not distinguish themselves at the 
head of an Army, but freedom [will] also 
be won by a fighting army of [women] . . . 
armed with spinning wheels.”

Make It Relevant What would you have done 
to support the colonial boycott? Explain.
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The Boston Massacre
Having British soldiers in their towns 

angered many colonists. They made fun 
of the soldiers’ bright red uniform jackets, 
calling them “lobsters” and “redcoats.” 
Some of the soldiers became so angry that 
they destroyed colonial property.

Shots Are Fired
As anger between the colonists and the 

British soldiers grew, fights often broke 
out. One of the worst fights took place in 
Boston on March 5, 1770, when a large 
crowd of angry colonists gathered near 
several British soldiers. The colonists 
shouted at the soldiers and threw rocks 
and snowballs at them.

When the crowd moved forward, they 
knocked down some of the soldiers. The 
soldiers opened fire. Three colonists were 
killed on the spot, and two others died 

later. Among the dead was an African 
American sailor named Crispus Attucks 
(A•tuhks). Many people think of Crispus 
Attucks as the first person killed in the 
fight for the colonies’ freedom.

BOSTON The building in the 
center of this painting is the 
Massachusetts State House, which 
still stands today.

CRISPUS ATTUCKS This painting shows what 
Crispus Attucks may have looked like.
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SummaryPaul Revere, a Boston silversmith 
known for his simple and beautiful 
work, supported the colonists. He made 
a picture of the shooting and titled it The 
Bloody Massacre (MA•sih•ker). A massacre 
is the killing of many people who cannot 
defend themselves. The shooting soon 
became known as the Boston Massacre.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What was the cause of the Boston Massacre?

Britain’s new tax laws upset many 
colonists. They believed they had a right 
to be represented in the government 
that taxed them. Many colonists worked 
together to protest Britain’s taxes. As 
anger between the colonists and British 
officials grew, fights broke out. Some of 
the worst fighting took place in Boston.

THE BOSTON 
MASSACRE  Paul 
Revere’s engraving 
was meant to stir 
up the colonists’ 
anger against the 
British.

1. WHAT TO KNOW Why were colonists 
angered by Britain’s new colonial tax 
laws?

2. VOCABULARY Explain what representation 
has to do with taxation.

3. HISTORY Why did some colonists accuse 
Patrick Henry of treason?

4. CRITICAL THINKING What made Boston a 
likely place for fighting to begin between 
colonists and British soldiers?

5. DRAW A CARTOON Imagine you are a 
 colonist who is against British tax 
laws. Draw a cartoon that encourages 
others to boycott British goods.

6. 
Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND EFFECT
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete the graphic organizer 
below.

Britain passes the 
Stamp Act.

Shots kill colonists in 
the Boston Massacre.
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Died
1736 1799

Born

1765  Henry 
is elected to the
House of Burgesses 

1775  Henry 
delivers his
famous “liberty
or death” speech

Patrick Henry
“I know not what course others may 
take: but as for me, give me liberty or 

give me death!”
These words rang out in the Virginia House of Burgesses 

on March 23, 1775. The speaker was Patrick Henry. The pur-
pose of his speech was to persuade Virginians to prepare for 
war against Britain.

Patrick Henry was born in Virginia in 1736. As a young 
man, Henry worked as a storekeeper and as a farmer. He 
later became a lawyer.

Over time, Patrick Henry became well known for his 
skill as a public speaker. In 1765, he was elected to the 
Virginia House of Burgesses. Henry became an important 
voice among the colonists who were against British rule. He 
encouraged them to work together and to think of them-
selves as Americans.

In 1776, Henry became the governor of Virginia. As gov-
ernor, he worked hard to get Virginia ready for war. Unlike 
other leaders, Henry never held a high national office. 
However, his words and speeches helped unite Americans.

Why 
Character 

Counts
How did 

Patrick Henry’s 
actions and words 
show his belief in 
liberty?

For more resources, go to
www.harcourtschool.com/ss1
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ARE
OU

HERE

Y
A
O

TTTH

1750 1790

1773
The Boston Tea
Party takes place

1775
The Battles of Lexington
and Concord are fought

Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
What did colonists do to 

protest British rule?

VOCABULARY
monopoly p. 311

blockade p. 312

quarter p. 312

petition p. 313

Minutemen p. 314

revolution p. 315

PEOPLE
Samuel Adams
Thomas Gage
John Hancock

PLACES
Boston
Philadelphia
Lexington
Concord

Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND 
EFFECT

Disagreements
Grow

The year is 1773. It’s late at night, and you 

should be asleep. You hear your father leave 

the house and quietly close the door. Tonight, he is 

going to a meeting with Samuel Adams. Your father 

said they plan to teach the British a lesson.

You’re worried that your father may be hurt, but he 

has promised to be careful. Still, you lie wide awake 

until you hear him come home again.

After the Boston Tea Party, shown 
here, colonists sang a new song:

“Rally Mohawks! 
Bring out your axes
and tell King George
we’ll pay no taxes!”
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The Boston Tea Party
In 1773, Parliament passed the Tea Act. 

It gave Britain’s East India Company a 
monopoly on tea. A legal monopoly gives 
complete control of a good or service 
in an area to one person or group. This 
includes control over pricing and compe-
tition. Only the East India Company was 
allowed to sell tea to the colonies.

A Boycott of Tea
The Tea Act meant that colonists had 

to buy their tea from the East India 
Company. They could either pay the 
tax on tea or not drink tea at all. Many 
colonists decided to boycott tea. Some 
even made a kind of tea from local 
sassafras trees.

Ships carrying thousands of pounds 
of tea set sail for the colonies. In late 
November 1773, three of the ships 

reached Boston. Against the wishes of 
many colonists, the Massachusetts gover-
nor let the ships dock.

Violence in Boston Harbor
Many people think Samuel Adams 

planned what happened next. On the 
night of December 16, 1773, about 150 
members of the Sons of Liberty dressed 
as members of the Mohawk tribe and 
marched down to Boston Harbor.

At the harbor, hundreds of people were 
gathered on the docks to watch. When 
members of the Sons of Liberty arrived, 
they boarded the ships, broke open more 
than 300 chests of tea, and threw it all 
overboard. Their angry protest became 
known as the Boston Tea Party.

 CAUSE 
AND EFFECT What caused 
colonists to take part in the 
Boston Tea Party?

THE BOSTON TEA PARTY The colonists who took part in the 
Boston Tea Party refused to pay for the tea they had destroyed.
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control of British General Thomas Gage. 
All town meetings had to be approved by 
him. Britain also ordered the colonists to 
quarter British soldiers. This order forced 
colonists to give food and housing to the 
soldiers.

Many colonists said the new laws 
were “intolerable,” or unacceptable. As 
a result, the Coercive Acts also became 
known as the Intolerable Acts. These laws 
united many colonists against Britain.

Not all British leaders agreed with 
these laws. In April 1774, Edmund Burke 
said to Parliament, “You will force them 
[to buy taxed goods]? Has seven years’ 
struggle yet been able to force them?” 
However, Parliament did not listen to 
Burke’s call for cooperation.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What was the effect of the Coercive Acts?

QUARTERING 
SOLDIERS The 
Quartering Act of 1774 
was intolerable to 
many colonists.

The Coercive Acts
The Boston Tea Party angered British 

leaders. In March 1774, Parliament 
passed a new set of laws to punish the 
Massachusetts colonists. These laws 
were called the Coercive Acts because 
they coerced (koh•ERST), or forced, the 
colonists to follow laws they felt were 
unfair.

Punishing the Colonies
One law closed the port of Boston until 

the colonists paid for the destroyed tea. 
To enforce this law, Parliament ordered 
the British navy to blockade Boston 
Harbor. British warships stopped other 
ships from entering or leaving the harbor.

To punish the colonists further, Britain 
stopped the Massachusetts legislature 
from meeting. It put the colony under the 
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December 1773
The Boston Tea Party
takes place

September 1774
The First Continental 
Congress meets at 
Carpenters’ Hall in
Philadelphia

April 1775
British and 
colonial forces 
clash at Lexington 
and Concord

1775 177617741773

The Road To War

The First Continental 
Congress

Some people in Britain worried about 
the trouble in the colonies. In June 1774, 
William Pitt, a member of Parliament, 
asked British leaders to be patient. He 
said, “[I] would advise the noble lords in 
office to adopt [try] a more gentle mode 
[way] of governing America. . . .”

A Meeting in Philadelphia
Many colonists were afraid that Britain 

might take stronger action against them. 
In September 1774, colonial leaders met 
in Philadelphia. Because it was the 
first meeting of its kind on the North 

American continent, it was later called 
the First Continental Congress.

Congress sent a signed request to the 
king. This petition reminded the king 
of the colonists’ basic rights as British 
citizens. It said that the colonists had the 
right to life and liberty. It also said that 
they had the right to assemble, or gather 
together, and the right to a trial by jury.

Congress set May 10, 1775, as the dead-
line for Parliament to answer. Congress 
then voted to stop most trade with 
Britain. It also asked the colonies to form 
militias, or armies of citizens.

 SUMMARIZE
What did the petition sent to King George III by 
the First Continental Congress ask for?

TIME LINE Did the First Continental Congress meet before or after 
the Boston Tea Party?
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Lexington and Concord
Colonists in Massachusetts quickly 

formed militia units. They were called 
Minutemen because they were said to be 
ready to fight at a minute’s notice.

The British Take Action
In April 1775, General Gage heard that 

Samuel Adams and John Hancock were 
meeting in Lexington. Gage also heard 
that the Minutemen had weapons in 
nearby Concord. He sent over 700 British 
soldiers to Lexington and Concord. They 
planned to arrest the two leaders of the 
Sons of Liberty and to take the weapons.

The British wanted their march to 
Lexington to be a secret. However, 

Paul Revere, another member of the Sons of 
Liberty, found out about the plan. He rode 
to Lexington ahead of the British to warn 
Adams, Hancock, and the townspeople.

When the British arrived in Lexington, 
the Minutemen were waiting. The leader 
of the Minutemen, John Parker, shouted, 

“Don’t fire unless fired upon, 
but if they mean to have war, 

let it begin here.”
No one knows which side fired first, 

but shots rang out. Eight Minutemen 
were killed, and several others were 
wounded. The British then marched 
to Concord to find the weapons stored 
there, but they had already been moved.

PLACE  In which town did Revere’s route begin?

Paul Revere’s 
route

British army’s 
route

Battle

Concord

Lexington

Menotomy

Cambridge Boston

Charlestown

Medford

Lexington and Concord
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Summary

THE OLD NORTH CHURCH A statue of Paul Revere 
stands near the Old North Church in Boston. Two lanterns 
were hung in the church tower to signal British plans to 
cross the Charles River by boat.

A Revolution Begins
As the British returned to Boston, the 

Minutemen fired at them from nearby 
woods and fields. By the time the British 
arrived in Boston, 73 soldiers had been 
killed and 174 wounded. Fewer than 
100 colonists had been killed or wounded. 

The poet Ralph Waldo Emerson later 
called the first shot fired at Lexington 
“the shot heard ’round the world.” The 
fighting that day moved the colonies 
closer to becoming the United States of 
America. It was the beginning of a long 
war called the American Revolution. A 
revolution is a sudden, complete change 
of government.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What were the causes of the fighting at Lexington 
and Concord?

After the Boston Tea Party, Parliament 
passed laws to punish the colonists. The 
First Continental Congress sent the king 
a petition reminding him of the rights 
of colonists. Fighting at Lexington and 
Concord marked the start of the American 
Revolution.

1. 
 
WHAT TO KNOW What did colonists do to 
protest British rule?

2. VOCABULARY Use the term petition in 
a sentence about the First Continental 
Congress.

3. ECONOMICS How did the Coercive Acts 
affect trade in Boston?

4. CRITICAL THINKING William Pitt’s advice 
to Parliament asked for “a more gentle 
mode [way] of governing America.” What 
might have happened if the king had 
listened to Pitt?

5. WRITE A POEM Write a short poem 
 about the events at the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord. Use details from 
the lesson to describe the battle scenes.

6. 
Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND EFFECT
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete the graphic organizer 
below.

The Coercive Acts are 
passed.

Fighting breaks out 
at Lexington and 
Concord.
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King George III and the British Parliament believed that they should 
govern the 13 colonies. They also believed they had the right to tax the 
colonies. However, many colonists believed that they should be allowed 
to make their own laws. The idea of self-government was very important 
to the colonists.

Who Should Govern 
the Colonies?

John Dickinson was a colonial leader from 

Pennsylvania. He thought the 13 colonies 

should resist British rule.

“We are reduced to the alternative of 
choosing an unconditional submission to 
the tyranny of irritated ministers [being 
ruled by Parliament], or resistance by 
force. The latter is our choice.”

Samuel Adams was a leader of the Sons of Liberty in 

Massachusetts. He thought the colonies had to govern 

themselves or they would lose all their rights.

“We have no other alternative than 
[governing ourselves], or the most 
ignominious [lowly] servitude.”

JOSEPH FISHJOHN DICKINSON SAMUEL ADAMS
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Compare Points of View

Paraphrase each point of view. Then answer the questions.

1.  Who seemed to have the strongest feelings against 
British rule? What did he compare it to?

2. How were the points of view of Samuel Adams and Daniel 
Leonard different?

3. Why might leaders living in Britain have a point of view 
different from that of people living in the colonies?

Make It Relevant Why might people living in different places 
have different points of view about a topic?

George Grenville was the leader of Parliament. 

He explained why the colonies should continue to 

be governed by Britain.

“Clearly, the Parliament and the 
King have authority over the colonies. 
It is in the name of that authority that 
we suggest new rules which will make 
the colonists pay taxes. . . .”

Daniel Leonard was a Massachusetts colonist 

who argued that the colonies should 

obey the king.

“Our [people] have been so intent 
upon building up American rights, that 
they have overlooked the rights of 
Great Britain, and our own interest.”

GEORGE GRENVILLE DANIEL LEONARD
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ARE
OU

HERE

Y
A
O

TTTH

1750 1790

1775
The Battle of
Bunker Hill

1775
The Second Continental 
Congress meets

Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
How did the colonists 

prepare for war with 
Britain?

VOCABULARY
commander in chief p. 319

earthwork p. 320

olive branch p. 322

PEOPLE
John Dickinson
John Adams
King George III

PLACES
Breed’s Hill

Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND 
EFFECT

The Road 
to War

Today, the Second Continental Congress is 

meeting in Philadelphia. You and others are 

waiting for news about the meeting. Several men 

walk by, and a woman nearby grabs your shoulder. 

“Look! That’s George Washington,” she whispers. 

“Some people say he’ll lead us against the British.”

You try to see what Washington looks like. You 

wonder what kind of person 

would lead the fight against the 

powerful British army.

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
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The Second 
Continental Congress

News of the fighting at Lexington and 
Concord spread through the colonies. 
Colonial leaders called for the Second 
Continental Congress to meet in Phila-
delphia on May 10, 1775. Its delegates 
met at the Pennsylvania State House.

The delegates were divided about what 
the colonies should do. Some called for 
war against the British. Others, such as 
John Dickinson of Pennsylvania, tried to 
get the group to avoid fighting. By June, 
Congress agreed that the colonies should 
prepare for war.

Preparing for War
The first step was for Congress to form 

an army. It was called the Continental 
Army. Unlike the part-time militias that 

each of the 13 colonies already had, the 
Continental Army was mostly made up 
of full-time soldiers.

George Washington was chosen as the 
army’s commander in chief, the leader 
of all the military forces. John Adams, a 
delegate from Massachusetts, suggested 
Washington. Adams chose Washington 
partly because he had served in the 
French and Indian War. Adams believed 
that Washington both understood soldiers 
and knew how to fight a war.

To supply the Continental Army, 
Congress asked each colony to give 
money to pay for guns, food, and uni-
forms. Congress also printed its own 
paper money, which became known as 
Continental currency. Congress paid the 
soldiers in bills called Continentals.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What caused Congress to form an army?

INDEPENDENCE HALL The Second Continental Congress met in the assembly 
room of the Pennsylvania State House, now called Independence Hall.

Congress agreed that the colonies should 
prepare for war. Chapter 8 ■ 319
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The Battle of Bunker Hill
By the time George Washington was chosen to lead 

the new Continental Army, the first major battle of the 
Revolutionary War had already been fought. The Battle 
of Bunker Hill took place on June 17, 1775.

The Battle Begins
After sunset on June 16, colonial commanders Israel 

Putnam and William Prescott arrived at Breed’s Hill, 
across the Charles River from Boston. They ordered their 
soldiers to build earthworks, or walls made of earth and 
stone. These earthworks would help the colonists defend 
themselves.

When British General Thomas Gage learned of this 
the next day, he sent General William Howe and 
2,400 British soldiers to capture Breed’s Hill. When the 
British drew close, the 1,600 colonists behind the earth-
works started shooting. To save bullets, Putnam shouted,

“Don’t fire until you see 
the whites of their eyes.”

A Fierce Fight
Fighting on the hill was much tougher than the British 

had expected. Twice they were forced back toward the 
river. In Boston, thousands of people climbed on their 
roofs to view the fighting. They watched in horror as the 
nearby city of Charlestown was hit and set on fire by 
cannons shooting from British ships in the harbor.

Back on Breed’s Hill, the colonists ran out of ammuni-
tion. The British made it over the earthworks, and the 
colonists had to retreat. By early evening, the British 
had captured Breed’s Hill. The battle at Breed’s Hill was 
wrongly named for nearby Bunker Hill. The British won 
the battle, but they had suffered heavy losses. More than 
1,000 British soldiers had been killed or wounded. About 
350 colonists had been killed or wounded.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What caused the colonists to retreat from Breed’s Hill?

British ship

British forces landed and 
formed battle lines.

320 ■ Unit 4

They ran out of ammunition.

SXENL07ASECX_U4C8L4.indd   320SXENL07ASECX_U4C8L4.indd   320 1/17/06   2:37:39 PM1/17/06   2:37:39 PM



ILLUSTRATION The first major battle of the Revolutionary War, the 
Battle of Bunker Hill, was fought on June 17, 1775. Why do you think 
the colonists chose to build earthworks on top of Breed’s Hill?

British forces marched 
up Breed’s Hill to attack 
the colonists.

Colonists fired on the British 
from behind earthworks on 
Breed’s Hill.

Boston

Earthworks

Battle of Bunker Hill
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Summary

Trying for Peace
Although the colonists did not win the 

Battle of Bunker Hill, they had fought 
bravely. The British learned that fighting 
the colonists would not be as easy as they 
had thought.

The Olive Branch Petition
On July 5, 1775, Congress sent another 

petition to King George III. Because it 
asked for peace, this petition became 

known as the Olive Branch Petition. An 
olive branch is an ancient symbol of 
peace.

By the time the Olive Branch Petition 
reached London, it could do little good. 
The Battle of Bunker Hill had further 
angered British leaders. King George III 
promised to do whatever was necessary 
to crush the colonists’ rebellion.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
Why did the British leaders ignore the Olive 
Branch Petition?

The Second Continental Congress 
formed the Continental Army and made 
George Washington the commander in 
chief. By that time, the Battle of Bunker 
Hill had been fought. It was the first major 
battle of the Revolutionary War.

1. WHAT TO KNOW How did the colonists 
prepare for war with Britain?

2. VOCABULARY Use the term earthwork in a 
sentence about the Battle of Bunker Hill.

3. HISTORY What did King George III do 
after the Battle of Bunker Hill?

4. CRITICAL THINKING Why do you think the 
colonists were proud of their actions at 
the Battle of Bunker Hill?

5. CONDUCT AN INTERVIEW Imagine 
 you are a reporter who has been 
asked to interview General Washington. 
Write a list of questions you would ask 
and answers Washington might give.

6. 
Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND EFFECT
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete the graphic organizer 
below.

KING GEORGE III The king’s promise to crush the 
rebellion ended any chance of peace.

Battles are fought at 
 Lexington and Concord.

King George III 
 promises to crush the 
 colonial rebellion.
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Died
1753 1784

1761  Wheatley 
is taken to
Boston

1770  Wheatley’s
first book of poetry 
is published

Born?

Phillis 
Wheatley
“A crown, a mansion, and a throne that shine, 

With gold unfading, WASHINGTON! be thine.”
People are sometimes best able to express their feelings in 

poems, stories, or songs. Phillis Wheatley was such a person. 

Wheatley was one of the best-known poets of her time. 
She was born in Africa but captured, put on a slave ship, and 
taken to Massachusetts in 1761. She was about eight years 
old. During the same year, she was sold to a Boston family 
named Wheatley. They gave her their name. The family later 
helped Phillis learn to read and write.

Wheatley began writing poetry as a teenager. Many of her 
poems are about events in Boston and her life as an enslaved 
person. Her first book of poetry was published in 1770, and 
it became well known in the colonies and Britain. She was 
the first African American woman in the colonies to have her 
writing published. 

In 1775, Wheatley wrote a poem honoring George 
Washington for being named commander in chief of the 
Continental Army. The lines above are from that poem.

Why 
Character 

Counts
How did 

Phillis Wheatley 
express her 
patriotism?

For more resources, go to
www.harcourtschool.com/ss1
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1750 1790

1776
The Declaration of
Independence is issued

1776
Thomas Paine 
publishes 
Common Sense

1777
The Articles of
Confederation 
are written

Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
How did the 13 colonies 

cut their ties with Britain?

VOCABULARY
independence p. 325

resolution p. 325

declaration p. 325

preamble p. 326

grievance p. 326

PEOPLE
Thomas Paine
Richard Henry Lee
Thomas Jefferson
Abigail Adams

PLACES
Independence Hall

Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND 
EFFECT

Declaring 
Independence

Your friend waves a pamphlet in your face. 

“This will change the course of history!” You 

notice that the short book’s title is Common Sense. 

Your friend says, “In here are all the reasons we 

should be our own country.”

The year is 1776, and battles between the colonists 

and British soldiers have already taken place. Your 

friend tells you, “Common Sense is going to make 

everyone want to be free of Britain.”

THOMAS PAINE In Common 
Sense, Thomas Paine argued 
that the colonies should claim 
their independence.
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The committee asked Thomas 
Jefferson of Virginia to write the first 
draft. Jefferson was a 33-year-old lawyer 
who had studied government and law. 
He used this knowledge to explain his 
ideas. The other members of the commit-
tee also added ideas, but Jefferson was 
the main author. Every evening for about 
17 days, he wrote and rewrote the draft of 
the Declaration of Independence.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What were some of the reasons why many people 
in the colonies called for independence?

THOMAS JEFFERSON Members of Congress 
respected Thomas Jefferson’s talents as a writer.

Moving Toward 
Independence

More colonists were starting to think 
that their problems with Britain could not 
be settled. One person who helped shape 
the colonists’ ideas was Thomas Paine. In 
Common Sense, Paine wrote that the colo-
nists should rule themselves.

Congress Debates Independence
From Georgia to New Hampshire, 

people talked about Paine’s ideas. Many 
began to call for independence—the 
freedom to govern themselves.

Delegates at the Second Continental 
Congress in Philadelphia also started to 
talk about independence. John Adams of 
Massachusetts argued strongly for it. He 
said independence was the only way for 
the colonists to have liberty. In time, more 
and more of the delegates came to agree 
with Adams’s point of view.

On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee of 
Virginia slowly rose from his chair at the 
Second Continental Congress. He told 
the other delegates that the 13 colonies no 
longer owed loyalty to the king. Lee then 
called for a resolution, or a formal group 
statement, of independence: 

“Resolved: That these united 
colonies are, and of right ought to 
be, free and independent states.”

A Declaration Is Written
Congress debated Lee’s resolution. 

It also chose a committee to write a 
declaration, or official statement, about 
independence to be sent to the king.
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The Declaration 
of Independence

Thomas Jefferson carefully planned 
the Declaration of Independence. In the 
preamble, or first part, Jefferson told 
why the Declaration was needed. He also 
explained why the colonies had the right 
to break away from Britain and form a 
new nation.

Rights and Grievances
The next part of the Declaration of 

Independence describes the colonists’ 
main ideas about government. It also 
states that all people have certain rights 
that governments cannot take away. 
Jefferson wrote that people have the right 
to live, be free, and seek their own happi-
ness. These words have become some of 
the most famous in United States history:

“We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed 
[provided] by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, 

and the pursuit of Happiness.”
The longest part of the Declaration lists 

the colonists’ grievances, or complaints, 
against King George III and Parliament. 
It also lists the ways the colonists had 
tried to settle their differences with 
Britain peacefully. In the last part of the 
Declaration, Jefferson stated that the colo-
nies were free and independent states.

 SUMMARIZE
What important ideas did Thomas Jefferson give 
in the Declaration of Independence?

PRESENTING THE DECLARATION This mural shows Thomas Jefferson handing a 
draft of the Declaration of Independence to John Hancock.
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He told why the Declaration was needed and 
explained the equality and rights of all people.
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Statement of 
independence

Charges 
against the 
king

 
Document-Based Question How is John Hancock’s 

signature different from those of the other signers?

Date

Signers of the 
Declaration

Preamble

Statement 
of rights

The Declaration of The Declaration of 
IndependenceIndependence

Background This important document includes the idea 
that a government gets its power from the consent of 
the people. You can read the full text of the Declaration 
on pages R23–R26.
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Congress Approves
the Declaration

When he finished writing, Thomas 
Jefferson gave his draft of the Declaration 
of Independence to Congress. On June 28, 
it was read aloud to the delegates. They 
discussed it for several days and made 
edits. Then, on July 2, the delegates voted 
to approve Richard Henry Lee’s resolu-
tion to cut ties with Britain. The colonies 
now thought of themselves as indepen-
dent states. They felt they were free to 
make their own laws.

A Public Reading
 On July 4, 1776, Congress voted to 

accept the Declaration’s final wording. 
Four days later, on July 8, large crowds 

gathered outside the Pennsylvania 
State House, today called Independence 
Hall. Bells rang out, and Colonel John 
Nixon gave the first public reading of the 
Declaration of Independence. Members 
of the Second Continental Congress also 
listened as Nixon read.

News of the Declaration quickly spread 
across the former colonies. Many people 
who supported independence tore down 
pictures and statues of King George III. 
They sang songs, rang bells, and fired 
cannons in celebration.

John Adams was so pleased when he 
heard of these celebrations that he wrote 
about them in a letter to Abigail Adams, 
his wife. He said that Independence Day 
should be celebrated “by succeeding 
generations . . . from this time forward.”

NEW YORK CITY Historical paintings give an artist’s view of an event. The 
women, children, and Native Americans shown in this painting would not have 
been present at this event. 

This statue of King George III was 
melted down, and the metal was 
used to make bullets for American 
soldiers.
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A Dangerous Decision
By August 2, a copy of the Declaration 

was ready to be signed by the members 
of the Second Continental Congress. 
The first to sign it was John Hancock, the 
president of the Congress. He said that 
he wrote his name large enough so that 
King George III could read it without his 
glasses. The way he signed it became so 
famous that the term John Hancock now 
means “a person’s signature.”

Signing the Declaration was danger-
ous. King George III had promised to do 
whatever was necessary to end the rebel-
lion. If the Americans lost the war, the 
British would try the signers for treason, 
a crime punishable by death. Benjamin 
Franklin joked about this when it was his 
turn to sign the Declaration. “We must all 
hang together,” he said, “or . . . we shall 
all hang separately.” He knew the signers 
had to unite against the British.

The Declaration’s Importance
When the Declaration of Independence 

was approved in 1776, only white men 
who owned property could vote. Some 
people believed that was unfair. In a 
letter to her husband in March 1776, 
Abigail Adams wrote about her belief 
that Congress should recognize women’s 
rights. She wrote, “In the new code of law 
which I suppose it will be necessary for 
you to make, I desire you would remem-
ber the ladies. . . .”

It would take many years for women, 
African Americans, Native Americans, 
and other groups of Americans to share 
fully in the promise of the Declaration of 
Independence. However, the Declaration 
has inspired people around the world to 
work for freedom and equal rights.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
Why were the delegates worried about signing 
the Declaration?

A HISTORIC ROOM The Declaration of Independence was first presented in the 
Assembly Room of the Pennsylvania State House.

 They knew they would be 
tried for treason if the British won.
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Forming a New 
Government

The Second Continental Congress set 
up another committee to plan how to 
unite the 13 states. John Dickinson was 
chosen to head the committee. It decided 
that each state would govern itself, but all 
would work together on national issues. 
This first plan of government for the 
United States was called the Articles of 
Confederation. It was a big change from 
being governed by a king.

The Articles of Confederation
The Articles of Confederation were 

approved by Congress in 1777 and later 
by the states. Under the Articles, each 
state elected representatives to serve in 
a national legislature. It was called the 
Confederation Congress. Each state, 

whether large or small, had one vote in 
Congress.

Until 1789, this Congress made laws 
for the new nation. It helped keep the 
states together during the Revolutionary 
War. However, the Articles had weak-
nesses that caused problems for the new 
government.

Weaknesses of the Articles
Americans were fighting a war to win 

their independence. They feared that a 
strong national, or central, government 
might threaten their freedom. As a result, 
the Articles of Confederation left most 
power with the states.

Before Congress could pass any law, 
representatives from at least 9 of the 13 
states had to approve it. However, the 
representatives rarely agreed. No state 
wanted to be under the control of the 
other states. Even if the representatives 

JOHN DICKINSON helped write the Articles of Confederation. 
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Summaryapproved a law, Congress did not have 
the power to enforce it.

The Articles limited the powers of the 
national government in other ways, too. 
For example, Congress had the power to 
declare war, make treaties, and borrow 
money. However, it could not control 
trade or collect taxes. To cover expenses, 
such as debts from the war, Congress 
could only ask the states for money. It 
could not force the states to pay.

The Articles also made Congress 
depend on the states for the nation’s 
defense. Congress could ask for an army, 
but the states had to provide the soldiers.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
Why were the new states afraid of a strong 
national government?

Partly because of Thomas Paine’s 
Common Sense, many colonists began to 
call for independence. Thomas Jefferson 
wrote the Declaration of Independence. 
Later, Congress passed the Articles of 
Confederation, the country’s first plan of 
government.

1. 
 
WHAT TO KNOW How did the 13 colonies 
cut their ties with Britain?

2. VOCABULARY Use the words preamble 
and grievance in a sentence about the 
Declaration of Independence.

3. CIVICS/GOVERNMENT What are some of 
the ideas described in the Declaration of 
Independence?

4. CRITICAL THINKING Make It Relevant How 
do the ideas in the Declaration of 
Independence affect your life?

5. WRITE A PERSUASIVE LETTER Imagine 
it is 1776. Write a letter to the 

local newspaper. Tell why you do or 
do not support independence for the 
13 colonies. Include evidence that 
supports your argument.

6. 
Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND EFFECT
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete the graphic organizer 
below.

EARLY MONEY Most states printed their own money. 
This money might not be accepted in other states.

Many colonists read 
Common Sense.

Thomas Jefferson 
writes the Declaration 
of Independence.
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Why It Matters To understand why things happen, it is important 
to identify multiple causes and effects.

Sometimes events in history have more than one cause and 
more than one effect. A cause is an event or an action that makes 
something happen. An effect is what happens as a result of that 
event or action. You can use these steps to help you identify mul-
tiple causes and their effects.

Step 1 Look for the effects. Decide whether there is more than 
one effect.

Step 2 Look for the causes of the effects.

Step 3 Think about the connections between the causes and 
their effects. An effect of one event can become the cause 
of another event.

Identify Multiple 
Causes and Effects 

Critical Thinking Skills

THE BATTLE OF LEXINGTON What were some effects of the event shown here?
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CAUSES EFFECTS

Britain needed to pay for 
the French and Indian War.

Britain sent more troops
to the colonies.

Colonists boycotted British
goods.

The Boston Tea Party
took place.

Multiple Causes and Effects of the Revolution

Parliament passed new 
laws such as the Sugar Act, 
the Stamp Act, and the 
Tea Act.

Colonists boycotted British
goods.

The Boston Tea Party
took place.

Parliament passed the 
Coercive Acts, and the 
Battles of Lexington and 
Concord were fought.

Parliament passed new 
laws such as the Sugar Act, 
the Stamp Act, and the 
Tea Act.

The 13 colonies declared 
independence from Britain.

Parliament passed the 
Coercive Acts, and the 
Battles of Lexington and 
Concord were fought.

Cr
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The chart above lists many of the causes and effects of 
British actions toward the colonies. Use the chart to answer 
these questions.

1 What caused new taxes such as the Stamp Act to be passed?

2 What were the effects of new tax laws being passed?

3 What effect did the Coercive Acts and the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord have?

Review this chapter. Find at least one multiple cause-and-
effect relationship other than those shown in the chart. Then 
share your findings with a classmate.
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1750 1760

Visual Summary

Chapter Review

Focus
Skill Cause and Effect Complete this graphic organizer to show 

that you understand the causes and effects of events leading 
to the American Revolution. 

Vocabulary

Identify the term from the word bank that 
correctly matches each definition.

 1. to refuse to buy

 2. the act of working against one’s 
own government

 3. a sudden change of government

 4. a plan for spending money

 5. the act of speaking or acting for 
someone else

 6. freedom to govern on one’s own

 7. a formal agreement among groups 
or individuals

 8. a signed request

Summarize the Chapter

1754
The French 
and Indian War 
begins

1765
Parliament 
passes the 
Stamp Act

Britain needed money to pay 
for the French and Indian War.

Congress approves 
the Declaration of 
Independence.

Word Bank 
alliance p. 296

budget p. 299

representation p. 303

treason p. 303

boycott p. 304

petition p. 313

revolution p. 315

independence p. 325
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1770 1780 1790

Time Line

Use the chapter summary time line above to 
answer these questions.

 9. In what year did the French and Indian War 
start?

 10. Did the first battles of the Revolutionary 
War start before or after the Declaration of 
Independence was signed?

Facts and Main Ideas

Answer these questions.

 11. What was the purpose of the Proclamation 
of 1763?

 12. Why did many colonists boycott British 
goods?

 13. How did the Battle of Bunker Hill change 
Britain’s view of the colonists?

Write the letter of the best choice.

 14. Who was chosen to be the commander in 
chief of the Continental Army?

 A Samuel Adams
 B Thomas Gage
 C Thomas Jefferson
 D George Washington

 15. Who headed the committee that wrote the 
Articles of Confederation?

 A George Washington
 B John Dickinson
 C Thomas Jefferson
 D Richard Henry Lee

Critical Thinking

 16. What effects did the Committees of 
Correspondence have on the colonies?

 17. What were some of the benefits of 
declaring independence? What were 
the costs?

Skills

Compare Historical Maps

 18. Study the maps on page 301. Explain how 
Britain’s land claims changed as a result 
of the French and Indian War.

Identify Multiple Causes and Effects

 19. Draw a chart like the one on page 333 
to show the causes and effects of the 
French and Indian War.

1775
The Battles of 
Lexington and 
Concord are fought

1776
Declaration of 
Independence is 
signed

Write a Persuasive Letter 
 Imagine that you are a member of the 
First Continental Congress. Write a letter to 
persuade King George III that he ought to 
respect the colonists’ rights.

Write a Narrative Imagine that you 
 are a newspaper reporter assigned 
to write about the Boston Massacre. Write 
a narrative describing the events. Use 
details from your reading and Paul Revere’s 
engraving on page 308 to help you. 
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Continental
Army

Revolutionary
War

British
Army

•  mostly farmers with 
no military experience

•

•

•  mostly trained and 
experienced soldiers

•

•

ORGANIZE INFORMATION
Graphic organizers can help you organize information.

■ Graphic organizers help you categorize, or group, information.

■  Putting people, places, and events into categories makes it 
easier to find facts and understand what you read.

PREVIEW VOCABULARY 
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WHAT TO KNOW
How did the American 

Revolution affect people’s 
lives?

VOCABULARY
Patriot p. 339

Loyalist p. 339

neutral p. 339

inflation p. 340

profiteering p. 340

veteran p. 341

PEOPLE
Martha Washington
Sybil Ludington
Deborah Sampson
Margaret Corbin
Mercy Otis Warren
Abigail Adams
James Armistead
Peter Salem
Thayendanegea

Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND 
EFFECT

Americans and 
the Revolution

It is 1777. Hundreds of British soldiers are 

marching by your house in New Jersey. 

The stomping of their boots scares you, and your 

mother pulls you and your little brother close. For 

three months, your father has been away fighting 

in the Continental Army. While he has been gone, 

your mother has been running the family’s printing 

business.

Outside, the last of the British soldiers are passing 

by. Their coats make a line of red across the street. 

“Don’t worry,” you whisper to your brother. “We’ll 

beat them all. You’ll see.”

British soldiers spent 
three hours preparing their 
uniforms for review. They 
had to powder their hair, 
shine all their buttons, and 
polish their boots.
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Personal Hardships
The Declaration of Independence 

showed that colonial leaders had united 
against Britain. But the colonists them-
selves were deeply divided. Many had to 
decide whether to support independence 
or to stay loyal to the British king.

Taking Sides
Colonists who supported independence 

called themselves Patriots. Those who 
remained loyal to the king were called 
Loyalists. About one-third of the colonists 
stayed neutral, or did not choose sides.

As people took sides, friendships and 
families were sometimes broken apart. 
Church groups were also divided. Taking 

sides was especially hard for members 
of the Anglican Church, also called the 
Church of England. The king was the 
head of their church.

Colonists faced other hardships, too. 
Often their towns were robbed and 
destroyed by the British army. In 1776, for 
example, British soldiers burned many 
areas of New Jersey. They even stole beds 
from colonists’ houses! In turn, Patriots 
often took goods from the Loyalists.

In some cases, Patriots destroyed their 
own belongings to keep them from the 
British. Others burned their crops so that 
the British could not get them for food.

CAUSE AND EFFECT
How did the war affect some colonial families?

LOSS OF PROPERTY Colonists watch as British soldiers burn their home.
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Economic Hardships
Along with personal problems, 

Americans also faced many economic 
hardships during the Revolutionary War. 
One problem was a shortage of imported 
goods. British ships set up blockades so 
that trading ships could not unload goods 
at American ports.

Prices Rise
As the shortage of goods grew worse, 

Americans also faced inflation. Inflation 
is a rise in the price of all goods. Because 
of inflation, people needed more money 
to buy the same amounts of goods and 
services. In just two months, the prices of 
wheat and beef doubled!

Another cause of inflation was the fall-
ing value of colonial paper money, called 
Continentals. To pay for the war, Congress 

printed more of the paper money. By 
printing too many Continentals, however, 
the government made them less valuable.

Congress also had a difficult time try-
ing to pay for the war. Congress could 
not force the states to contribute money. It 
could only ask them. The states could say 
no if they chose.

Because there was a shortage of goods, 
some farmers and shopkeepers began 
profiteering, or charging extra-high prices 
for their crops or goods. Some states 
passed laws that limited how much farm-
ers could charge for food. These laws also 
made it illegal for people to hoard, or 
collect and hide, large amounts of goods. 
However, these laws were often broken.

CAUSE AND EFFECT
How did inflation affect people during the 
Revolutionary War?

GRAPH Imports from Britain decreased during 
the early years of the war. By about how much did 
the amount of colonial imports decrease from 
1775 to 1776?
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 People needed more 
money to buy the same amount of goods. 
Some people began profiteering.
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Women and the War
As men left their homes to fight in the 

war, women took on new roles. Some 
women ran family farms or businesses. 
Others raised money for the war and 
collected clothing for the soldiers.

In Battle and at Home
Some wives followed their husbands 

from battle to battle. Every winter when 
the armies were in their winter quarters, 
Martha Washington traveled to be with 
her husband, George. In army camps, 
women cooked food and washed clothes. 
Some brought water to soldiers during 
battles.

Some girls and women joined the men 
in battle. One night in 1777, 16-year-old 
Sybil Ludington rode more than 40 miles 
to tell Americans of a British attack. 

Deborah Sampson pretended to be a 
man and dressed in men’s clothes so that 
she could fight during the war. Margaret 
Corbin was wounded after taking her 
husband’s place in battle. She became the 
first woman veteran to be recognized by 
Congress. A veteran is a person who has 
served in the military.

Other women used their talents to sup-
port the Patriot cause. Mercy Otis Warren 
wrote poems and stories about people 
fighting for freedom. Later, she wrote a 
history of the American Revolution, the 
first by a woman. Abigail Adams argued 
for freedom in letters she wrote to her 
husband, John. She also cared for children 
who had been made homeless by the war.

SUMMARIZE
How did women take part in the Revolutionary 
War?

MARTHA 
WASHINGTON

ABIGAIL 
ADAMS

SYBIL LUDINGTON
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 Some took the places of their 
wounded husbands. They wanted to join 
the fight for independence.
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African Americans, 
Free and Enslaved

At the start of the war, one of every 
five people in the 13 colonies was of 
African descent. Some free African Amer-
icans had set up communities in northern 
cities such as Philadelphia. However, 
the majority of African Americans lived 
enslaved, mostly in the South.

The Promise of Freedom
Close to 5,000 enslaved African 

Americans fought for the Continental 
Army. Many were promised their free-
dom as a reward for their service. This 
promise was made to the soldiers of the 
First Rhode Island Regiment.

James Armistead, an enslaved per-
son from Virginia, was a spy for George 
Washington. The information that 

Armistead collected helped the Americans 
win an important battle at Yorktown, 
Virginia. After the war was over, the Virginia 
government gave Armistead his freedom.

The British governor of Virginia prom-
ised freedom to all enslaved people who 
fought for the British. His group of more 
than 300 African American soldiers wore 
patches that said Liberty to Slaves.

Free African Americans in Battle
Free African Americans also took 

sides. Peter Salem was among at least 
five African Americans who fought the 
British at the Battle of Concord. He also 
fought at Bunker Hill. James Forten, from 
Philadelphia, was just 14 years old when he 
joined the Continental Navy.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
Why did some enslaved African Americans fight 
in the Revolutionary War?

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE WAR The First Rhode Island Regiment fought for 
the Patriots. James Armistead (right) spied on the British army.
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 They fought in 
exchange for their freedom.

SXENL07ASECX_U4C9L1.indd   342SXENL07ASECX_U4C9L1.indd   342 1/27/06   4:47:42 PM1/27/06   4:47:42 PM



Summary

People in the West
When the war began, many Native 

Americans remained neutral. Most white 
settlers in the West, or the lands west 
of the Appalachian Mountains, also 
remained neutral.

New Alliances
Native Americans were soon divided 

by the war. Many groups eventually 
sided with the British. In 1777, the 
Mohawk agreed to help the British. 
The Mohawk leader Thayendanegea 
(thay•en•da•NEG•ah), known as Joseph 
Brant, hoped to stop settlers from mov-
ing west. Groups such as the Oneida and 
Tuscarora fought for the Americans.

The feelings of many western settlers 
also changed. Many did not support the 
Patriot cause, but they wanted to help 
drive the British out of their lands.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What caused Thayendanegea to make alliances 
with the British?

THAYENDANEGEA The Mohawk leader 
Thayendanegea fought for the British. 

During the Revolutionary War, 
Americans faced personal and economic 
hardships. Many women and African 
Americans contributed to the Patriot 
cause. At first, Native Americans and set-
tlers in the western lands were neutral, 
but later they joined the fighting.

1. WHAT TO KNOW How did the American 
Revolution affect people’s lives?

2. VOCABULARY Explain the difference 
between a Loyalist and a Patriot.

3. ECONOMICS Why did Congress have 
problems paying for the war?

4. CRITICAL THINKING Make It Relevant Why do 
you think many people are willing to face 
hardships during war?

5. WRITE A CONVERSATION Write a 
conversation between a Patriot 

and a Loyalist. Make sure each speaker 
supports his or her position with 
evidence.

6. 
Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND EFFECT
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.

Laws are passed against 
profiteering.

The colonies have a 
shortage of goods.
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 He wanted to stop settlers 
from moving west.
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Why It Matters A parallel time line can help you compare events 
that happen at the same time but in different places.

A parallel time line is made up of two or more time lines. 
Each time line shows the same period of time but events that 
happened in different places.

The parallel time line below shows important events that 
took place between 1770 and 1776. The top part of the time line 
shows important events that took place in Britain. The bottom 
part of the time line shows important events that happened in 
the colonies.

Read Parallel Time Lines

Chart and Graph Skills 
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Use the parallel time line below to answer these questions.

1 Which took place first—the Boston Massacre or the passage 
of the Coercive Acts?

2 Which time line shows the date the Declaration of 
Independence was approved?

3 In what year did the First Continental Congress meet?

4 Did the First Continental Congress meet before or after the 
repeal of the Townshend Acts?

Make It Relevant Draw a parallel time line to show events that 
have happened in your lifetime. Use one part of the time line 
to show the events that have taken place in your life, beginning 
with the year you were born and ending with the present year. 
Use the other part of the time line to show events that have 
happened in the United States during the same time.

 For online activities, go to www.harcourtschool.com/ss1
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1750 1790

1776
The Battle
of Trenton

1777
The Battle
of Saratoga
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WHAT TO KNOW
What were some of the 

important early events of 
the Revolutionary War?

VOCABULARY
enlist p. 347

mercenary p. 347

campaign p. 349

turning point p. 349

negotiate p. 351

PEOPLE
Marquis de Lafayette
Benedict Arnold
Friedrich Wilhelm von 

Steuben

PLACES
Trenton
Saratoga
Valley Forge

Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND 
EFFECT

Fighting for 
Independence

“The soldiers are starving,” says the 

Marquis de Lafayette (mar•KEE duh 

lah•fee•ET). “They eat nothing but firecake made of 

flour and water.” Your stomach growls.

“Since Congress won’t send help,” General George 

Washington says, “I’ll order the local farmers to sell 

us their crops.”

The air outside is cold, but you don’t care. “Let’s 

go,” you yell. “We’re finally going to get food!”

MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE 
helped the Continental Army.
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Comparing Armies
In July 1775, George Washington 

arrived in Massachusetts to take com-
mand of the Continental Army. The 
soldiers had no uniforms—only their 
everyday clothes. Many had no guns, so 
they carried spears and axes. Some had 
fought in the French and Indian War, but 
most had no military training. Many were 
farmers who had just enlisted, or signed 
up, to fight. Washington was once so 
angry that he threw his hat on the ground 
and shouted, “Are these the men with 
which I am to defend America?”

Keeping the army fed and clothed took a 
lot of supplies. Washington told Congress 
that his army needed 100,000 barrels of 
flour and 20 million pounds of meat a year! 
Congress could not raise enough money to 
pay for everything the army needed.

A Strong Enemy
The Continental Army went to war 

against one of the most powerful armies 
in the world. The British army was made 
up of experienced soldiers. The British 
had about 50,000 soldiers in the colo-
nies. Washington rarely had more than 
15,000 soldiers in his army at any time. 
The British army also used mercenaries, 
or hired soldiers. Because many of the 
mercenaries came from a German region 
called Hesse-Cassel, Americans called 
them Hessians (HEH•shuhnz).

But the British had problems, too. It was 
hard to fight a war 3,000 miles from home. 
Loyalists gave some aid, but the British 
soldiers still had to wait a long time for 
supplies and soldiers to replace them.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What caused problems for the British army?

SUPPLIES British soldiers (right) often had 
better supplies than Continental soldiers (left). 
What supply item did both types of soldiers carry? British redcoat

Tricorn hat

Cartridge bag 
with sling

Musket

An American Soldier 
and A British Soldier

Musket with 
bayonet

Haversack 
for food
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The colonies were far away from Britain, so it was hard for the British to get supplies.
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Early Battles 
in the North

By the spring of 1776, Washington and 
his army had moved south from Massa-
chusetts to New York. They were camped 
on Long Island when British troops 
attacked them. The Americans suffered 
great losses at the Battle of Long Island.

The British army then chased Washington 
and his army. Many American soldiers 
had left after the Battle of Long Island, and 
Washington had to ask the others to stay. 
He and the soldiers who stayed did their 
best not to get caught by the British. By 
winter, they had marched through New 
Jersey and on to Pennsylvania. British 
General William Howe and most of the 
British army were still in New York.

A Surprise Attack
By December 1776, thousands of 

American soldiers were ready to give up. 
Washington came up with a plan to attack 
the Hessian mercenaries in Trenton, New 
Jersey. At this time in history, armies rarely 
fought battles in winter. Washington knew 
he could surprise the Hessians.

On Christmas night, 1776, Patriot troops 
crossed the icy Delaware River in rowboats 
and marched nine miles to Trenton. There, 
they found the Hessian troops sleeping. 
They attacked and the fighting lasted only 
an hour before the Hessians surrendered. 
The victory at Trenton gave American sol-
diers hope for the future.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What caused Washington to attack Trenton on 
Christmas night?

348 ■ Unit 4

ACROSS THE DELAWARE This famous painting shows Patriot troops rowing across 
the Delaware River. It is unlikely that Washington would have been standing up.

 He knew that he could 
surprise the Hessians.
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An Important Victory
In 1777, the British army planned a 

new campaign. A campaign is a series 
of military actions carried out for a cer-
tain goal. The goal was to separate the 
New England Colonies from the other 
colonies. The British thought that if they 
controlled all of New York, they could 
cut off communications and supplies 
to Massachusetts and the rest of New 
England.

The British campaign called for many 
groups of soldiers to go to Albany, New 
York. There, they were supposed to 
join troops led by British General John 
Burgoyne coming down from Canada. 
Together, they would attack the city from 
the north, south, and west. This plan 
might have worked, but the British troops 
never reached Albany. They were slowed 
by battles along the way.

The Battle of Saratoga
On September 19, 1777, Continental 

forces circled General Burgoyne’s army 
near the town of Saratoga, New York. 
Burgoyne and his soldiers could not 
break through the Americans’ lines.

The Battle of Saratoga was really two 
battles that took place over three weeks. 
During the second battle, the American 
General Benedict Arnold led a group of 
soldiers in a daring attack.

On October 17, Burgoyne surrendered 
to the American General Horatio Gates. 
The British loss at Saratoga was a turn-
ing point in the war. A turning point is an 
event that causes an important change. It 
looked as if the Americans might have a 
chance to win the war.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What caused people to believe America could 
win the war?

AN AMERICAN VICTORY Native Americans helped the British at the 
Battle of Saratoga. This medal (right) shows the British surrendering.

 the American victory at the 
Battle of Saratoga
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Winter at Valley Forge
In the fall of 1777, the Continental 

Army faced trouble. While trying to keep 
the British from taking Philadelphia, 
the Continental Army lost a battle at 
Brandywine, Pennsylvania. In September, 
British soldiers captured Philadelphia, 
where they got ready to spend the winter 
in comfort.

Suffering Through Winter
The tired Continental soldiers moved to 

Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. Washington 
chose this place so that he could keep 
watch on the British.

The Continental Army at Valley Forge 
was a ragged group. Congress did not 
have the money to send supplies. Most 
soldiers wore clothing brought from 
home, but it had been torn and burned 
from battle. Some of the men’s shoes 

were falling apart. Many wrapped their 
feet in rags. To keep their spirits up, sol-
diers sang “Yankee Doodle.” Even though 
the song was written during the French 
and Indian War to make fun of the colo-
nists, the Americans turned it around to 
make fun of the British.

Since food was also running low, 
Washington let his soldiers buy food from 
farmers with money from Congress. New 
York Governor George Clinton sent bar-
rels of salted pork.

Help from Overseas
More help came from the 20-year-old 

Marquis de Lafayette, who traveled from 
France to join the Continental Army. 
Lafayette later said he had an American 
heart. Washington liked the young man 

MARCH TO VALLEY FORGE
Washington (on the white horse) 
and his army in 1777.
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and gave him important jobs. 
Lafayette spent his own money 
to buy warm clothes for the 
soldiers he led. He was so 
giving that they called him 
“the soldier’s friend.”

Life at Valley Forge also 
got better when Friedrich 
Wilhelm von Steuben 
(STOO•buhn) arrived. Von 
Steuben was a German soldier 
who taught the American troops 
better ways to march and fight. 
He showed them how to work together 
and gave them confidence. By 1778, the 
Continental Army was much stronger.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What effect did Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben 
have on the Continental Army?

Contributions from 
Other Nations
While the war raged on 

in North America, Benjamin 
Franklin was in France, 
negotiating with the French 

government. To negotiate 
is to try to reach an agree-
ment among different people. 
Franklin asked the French for 
supplies and soldiers. He said 
that France would benefit from 

helping beat its old enemy, Britain.
At first, the French offered only secret 

help, thinking that Britain would win. 
When news of the American victory 
at Saratoga reached France, the French 
agreed to help the Americans.

FRIEDRICH WILHELM 
VON STEUBEN
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Summary

Guns, Money, and Food
In 1779, Spain declared war on Britain. 

Bernardo de Gálvez (GAHL•ves), the gov-
ernor of Spanish Louisiana, gave guns, 
food, and money to the Americans. Later, 
his troops captured many British forts. 
Jorge Farragut (FAR•uh•guht) came from 
Spain to fight for the Americans.

Other nations also helped. In 1781, 
the Netherlands gave a loan to Congress. 
Russian leaders tried to keep the British 
from blocking trade with the Americans.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What caused the French to join the war in 
support of the Americans?

JORGE FARRAGUT was 21 years old when he came 
from Spain to fight for the Americans in 1776. He later 
became an officer in the United States Navy.

1. WHAT TO KNOW What were some of 
the important early events of the 
Revolutionary War?

2. VOCABULARY Use the word campaign in a 
sentence about the Revolutionary War.

3. HISTORY Who led the Americans’ 
negotiations with France?

4. CRITICAL THINKING Why was Valley 
Forge’s location important to George 
Washington?

5. WRITE A SPEECH Imagine that you 
are camped with the soldiers at 

Valley Forge. Write a speech to lift the 
soldiers’ spirits.

6. 
Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND EFFECT
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.

The Continental Army was less trained 
than the British army. However, the 
Americans won important early victories 
at Trenton and Saratoga. Other nations 
helped the Patriot cause.

Congress could not 
supply all the troops.

Patriot soldiers at 
Valley Forge became 
skilled fighters.
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 The American 
victory at Saratoga persuaded the French 
                            that the Patriots could 
                             win the war.

SXENL07ASECX_U4C9L2.indd   352SXENL07ASECX_U4C9L2.indd   352 2/3/06   11:27:30 AM2/3/06   11:27:30 AM



1746 1786

1777  Gálvez
becomes governor
of Spanish
Louisiana

1781  Gálvez
captures the
town of Pensacola,
Florida

Born Died
1786

1777  Gálvez
becomes governor
of Spanish
Louisiana

1781  Gálvez
captures the
town of Pensacola,
Florida

Died

Bernardo 
de Gálvez

Bernardo de Gálvez was born in Málaga, Spain, in 1746. 
Gálvez first came to North America in 1762 with his uncle, 
who was visiting New Spain. In 1776, he returned to lead 
a Spanish regiment in Louisiana. One year later, Gálvez 
became the governor of Spanish Louisiana.

During the Revolutionary War, Gálvez helped American 
forces. He protected New Orleans against British attack, 
gaining control of the Mississippi River. Gálvez let American 
ships use the river to move weapons and food to Patriot 
forces fighting on the frontier.

In 1779, Spain declared war on Britain. Gálvez captured 
the British towns of Baton Rouge, Natchez, and Mobile. 
In 1781, he captured Pensacola. By the time the war ended, 
Gálvez and his army controlled all of West Florida and 
East Florida. After the war, the new United States Congress 
thanked Bernardo de Gálvez for his help during the 
American Revolution.

Why 
Character 

Counts
How did 

Gálvez prove his 
trustworthiness to 
the Americans?

For more resources, go to
www.harcourtschool.com/ss1
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Life on theLife on the
BattlefieldBattlefield

Background During the Revolutionary War, soldiers used many 
different items to help them during the fighting. They kept these 
materials with them at all times. Other items were important for 
the soldiers’ comfort.

 
Document-Based Question Study these primary sources 
and answer the questions.

Some soldiers used wallets 
to carry documents and 
personal letters.

 How would a wallet keep 
important items safe?

Shot molds were used to make bullets. 
Melted lead was poured into the mold. 
After the lead cooled, the shot was removed.

  How did a shot mold 
create a round bullet?

 Why did soldiers need 
to make their own 
bullets?

LEATHER WALLET

SHOT MOLD

Brass buckle

Lead shot

Handles to close molds
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POWDER HORN

ARMY UNIFORM

POWDER HORN

Some Continental Army soldiers wore 
uniforms made of heavy blue wool.

  Why might it be difficult to fight 
in this uniform in hot weather?

 How did soldiers remove the powder?

 Why would soldiers need to keep 
powder horns near them?

Soldiers carried powder for their guns in powder horns.
These containers were made from the horns of animals. 
Plugs kept the powder dry until soldiers needed it.

WOODEN CANTEEN

Coat

Removable plug

Undershirt

See-through horn to 
measure powder

Canteens let soldiers carry water. 
A plug kept the water from spilling.

  Why would having water be 
important on the battlefield?

What do these primary sources tell 
you about life on the battlefield? Write 
a paragraph that describes the daily 
life of a Continental Army soldier. 

For more resources, go to 
www.harcourtschool.com/ss1 
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1780 1790

1783
The Treaty of Paris

1781
The Battle of Yorktown

1780 1790

1783
The Treaty of Paris

1781
The Battle of Yorktown

Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
How did the Americans 

win the Revolutionary War?

VOCABULARY
civilian p. 357

traitor  p. 359

PEOPLE
John Paul Jones
Nathan Hale
Mary Ludwig Hays 

McCauley
Tadeusz Kosciuszko
Benedict Arnold
Nathanael Greene
Charles Cornwallis

PLACES
West Point
Savannah
Charles Town
Cowpens
Guilford Courthouse
Yorktown

Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND 
EFFECT

Winning 
Independence

The booming sound of cannon fire echoes 

around you. As you stand on the deck of your 

ship, you try to see through the smoke. You wonder 

if the battle is over. Then you see your captain, John 
Paul Jones, walking toward you. “Back to your place, 

sailor!” he shouts. “This battle is far from over!”

NAVAL BATTLES The Continental Navy had about 60 ships 
while the British navy had 270 ships.
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Revolutionary Heroes
During the Revolutionary War,  the 

Continental Army and Navy received 
help from many civilians, or people not 
in the military.

Nathan Hale was a teacher 
who served as an American spy 
in New York City. When he 
was captured by the British, 
they hanged him. According 
to legend, his final words 
were, “I regret that I have but 
one life to lose for my country.”

Fighting Men and Women
At sea, John Paul Jones, an 

American navy commander, bat-
tled larger British ships. During one battle 
in the North Sea near Britain, the British 
asked Jones to give up. He said, “I have 
not yet begun to fight.” Jones kept fight-
ing until the British ship gave up.

American women also won fame 
for their bravery during the war. Mary 
Ludwig Hays McCauley earned the 
name Molly Pitcher by carrying fresh 
water to American troops during the 

Battle of Monmouth in New Jersey 
in 1778. When her husband was 

wounded, she took his place 
in battle, loading the cannons.

As word of the fight 
for freedom spread, 
more volunteers came. 
Tadeusz Kosciuszko 

(kawsh•CHUSH•koh) 
left Poland to serve in the 

Continental Army. He helped 
design the plans for a fort at West 

Point, New York, that is now part of the 
United States Military Academy.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What caused Mary McCauley to take part in the 
Battle of Monmouth?

MARY McCAULEY
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Her husband was 
wounded and she took his place.
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The War Moves
When the British learned that the 

French were helping the Americans, 
they decided to move the fighting to the 
South. The British had already captured 
many important cities in the North. 
They now hoped to defeat the Americans 
in the South before French help could 
arrive.

The British knew that many Loyalists 
lived in the South. They hoped to get 
help from these colonists. British leaders 

also hoped to capture Southern ports so 
they could receive supplies from British 
navy ships. Inland, the fighting was 
much harder. The British lost several bat-
tles along the frontier, including the Battle 
of Vincennes in what is now Indiana.

Battles in the South
Savannah, Georgia, was Britain’s first 

target in the South. On November 25, 
1778, about 3,500 British soldiers landed 
near the town. They quickly attacked the 
American soldiers who were trying to 
defend Savannah.
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REGIONS In which state was the Battle of Cowpens fought?
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In 1780, the British took Charles Town, 
later known as Charleston, in South 
Carolina. There, too, the Americans were 
greatly outnumbered and soon lost.

Early in 1781, Benedict Arnold, a for-
mer Continental Army officer, led British 
attacks on Virginia towns. Arnold had 
become a traitor, or someone who acts 
against his or her country. He betrayed 
his country because he was not happy 
with his rank and salary.

Americans Fight Back
Although the Americans lost several 

battles to the British, they kept fighting. 
General Nathanael Greene, who led the 
Continental Army in the South, told his 
soldiers not to give up. He wrote, “We 
fight, get beat, rise, and fight again.”

Under Greene’s leadership, General 
Daniel Morgan led the Americans to 
a major victory at Cowpens, South 
Carolina, in January 1781. The Battle of 
Cowpens proved that American forces 
could defeat the British in the South.

The British army then pushed into 
North Carolina, where they battled Amer-
ican troops at Guilford Courthouse in 
March 1781. The British held the field, 
but were terribly weakened by the battle. 
Both sides lost many soldiers in the fierce 
fighting. However, the British still could 
not win the war because no one city or 
town was at the heart of America.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
Why did the British decide to move the fighting to 
the South?

THE BATTLE OF COWPENS, South Carolina, was a major victory for the Americans.
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 They wanted to defeat the 
Americans before French help arrived.
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YORKTOWN SURRENDER During the surrender ceremony, a British army 
band played a song called “The World Turned Upside Down.”

The War Ends
By the summer of 1781, British General 

Charles Cornwallis had set up his head-
quarters at Yorktown, Virginia. Yorktown 
was on Chesapeake Bay. The bay made it 
easy for British ships to bring in supplies. 
However, Yorktown was also easy to cir-
cle around. Knowing this, the French and 
the Americans made a plan to surround 
Cornwallis at Yorktown.

Victory at Yorktown
Both French and American soldiers 

marched south to encircle Yorktown. At 
the same time, the French navy took con-
trol of Chesapeake Bay. General Cornwallis 
was trapped. He was under attack from 
both the land and the sea. After being sur-
rounded for weeks, Cornwallis finally gave 
up on October 19, 1781.

The Treaty of Paris
The Battle of Yorktown was the last 

major battle of the war. However, some 
small battles continued to be fought. It 
was not until April 1782 that the two 
sides met in Paris, France, to negotiate a 
peace treaty.

The American negotiators John Jay, 
Benjamin Franklin, and John Adams 
wanted Britain to accept American inde-
pendence. They also wanted all British 
soldiers removed from American lands. 
After a year of talks, the British agreed. 
The Treaty of Paris was signed on 
September 3, 1783, ending the war.

The Treaty of Paris named the United 
States of America as a new nation. 
It also set the new 
nation’s borders. 
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Summary

The United States reached from Georgia 
in the south to the Great Lakes in the 
north. The Mississippi River formed its 
western border.

After the War
After British troops left the country, 

George Washington started for his home 
in Virginia. In Annapolis, Maryland, he 
stopped where Congress was meeting. 
He retired as leader of the army, tell-
ing Congress that his work was done. 

American heroes helped the war effort. 
The Battle of Yorktown was the last major 
battle. In 1783, the Treaty of Paris declared 
the United States a new nation.

1. WHAT TO KNOW How did the Americans 
win the Revolutionary War?

2. VOCABULARY Use the term civilian in 
a sentence about Mary Ludwig Hays 
McCauley.

3. GEOGRAPHY What were the borders of the 
new United States?

4. How did the French help the Americans 
win the Battle of Yorktown?

5. CRITICAL THINKING Make It Relevant Why 
do you think that American heroes risked 
their lives in the war? Who do you think 
are heroes today?

6. DRAW A MEDAL Draw a medal of 
 honor for one of the Patriot heroes. 
Be sure that the medal shows the hero’s 
contribution.

7. 
Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND EFFECT
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.

RETIRING In 1775, when Washington was named commander in chief, he 
promised to retire when the war was over.

Congress thanked Washington for his 
loyal service and wished him well.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What was the effect of the Treaty of Paris?

Many Loyalists lived in 
the South.

The British targeted 
Southern ports.
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Critical Thinking Skills

YORKTOWN Washington worked with French Lieutenant General 
Rochambeau at the Battle of Yorktown.

Tell Fact from Fiction

362 ■ Unit 4

Why It Matters In order to write, research, or talk about history, 
you need to be able to tell the difference between what is true 
and what is fiction, or made-up.

You can make sure information is factual by finding the same 
information in a reference source or a nonfiction book. Other 
sources of facts are documentary sources, such as letters and 
diaries. These sources are written by a person soon after experi-
encing a historical event. Fiction writers sometimes write 
stories about events that take place in the past, but they make 
up details that add to the story.

On page 363 are two descriptions of the British surrender 
after the Battle of Yorktown. The first is by François-Joseph-
Paul Grasse, a French officer who was there. The second is from 
A Message for General Washington, a fictional book. Read both 
accounts, and then answer the questions that follow.
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“In front of each line . . . the commanding officers 
took their place. . . . At the head of the slowly moving 

British [line] was General O’Hara. Cornwallis 
pleaded illness, and O’Hara [carried] his sword.”

“A troop of Redcoats marched forward, then 
halted. . . . ‘That isn’t Cornwallis. . . . That’s Brigadier 
General Charles O’Hara—an Irish officer!’ Muttered 

protests swept through the crowd. ‘Cornwallis is sick,’ one 
woman said . . . ‘or so he says. I think he’s pretending.’”

1 How are the descriptions similar? How are they different?

2 Tell which source is documentary and which source is 
fictional, and why.

Choose any statement in Lesson 3, and check a reference 
source or nonfiction book to make sure the statement is a fact.

YORKTOWN TODAY This photograph shows reenactors at the Yorktown 
Battlefield, which is part of Colonial National Historical Park in Virginia.
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Effects of 
the War

“Slavery is wrong!” a man shouts to 

the crowd. “Just read the Declaration of 

Independence. It says everybody should have liberty.”

Other members of the group nod their heads. “It’s 

not right that we should win our freedom but deny 

freedom to enslaved people,” your mother says.

“We should stop slavery,” another person says. 

“But that’s going to be hard.”

ANTISLAVERY ARTIFACTS
This medal and sermon 
illustrate the antislavery 
movement. 

WHAT TO KNOW
How did the American 

Revolution affect life in the 
new United States?

VOCABULARY
abolitionist p. 365

abolish p. 365

territory p. 367

ordinance p. 367

PEOPLE
Elizabeth Freeman
Michikinikwa
Segoyewatha

PLACES
Northwest Territory

Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND 
EFFECT
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New Ideas
By 1776, the states had begun to write 

their own constitutions. Several of them 
used Virginia’s constitution as a model. 
It began with a list of basic freedoms, 
including the right to trial by jury, the 
freedom to hold elections, and freedom 
of the press. These and many others were 
freedoms that people fought for in the 
American Revolution.

The Declaration of Independence 
had changed the way some Americans 
thought about people’s rights. It said that 
each person has the right to life and lib-
erty. However, state constitutions did not 
give this freedom to all people. Women 
were not given the same rights as men, 
such as voting rights, and most African 
Americans remained enslaved.

Early Attempts to End Slavery
Some people believed that slavery 

should be ended. In 1775, Quakers in 
Philadelphia had started the country’s 
first abolitionist (a•buh•LIH•shuhn•ist), 
or antislavery, group. Antislavery feelings 
grew after the Declaration was approved.

In Massachusetts, an enslaved woman 
named Elizabeth Freeman sued to be 
free. When asked why she was suing, she 
said, “I heard that paper [the Declaration] 
read yesterday that all [people] are born 
equal.” The jury agreed, and she won. In 
1783, Massachusetts abolished, or ended, 
slavery. Over time, other northern states 
also abolished slavery.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
How did the Declaration of Independence change 
the way some people viewed slavery?

SPEAKING AGAINST SLAVERY African American ministers were leaders 
in the effort to end slavery.
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It declared that every person has the right to life and liberty.

SXENL07ASECX_U4C9L4.indd   365SXENL07ASECX_U4C9L4.indd   365 1/27/06   5:00:07 PM1/27/06   5:00:07 PM



Western Settlements
When the Revolutionary War ended, 

the United States did not have enough 
money to pay all the soldiers who had 
served. However, the United States had 
won more land from the British. Instead 
of paying the soldiers with money, 
Congress decided to pay some of them 
with land. Soldiers received different 
amounts of land based on their rank and 
how long they had served. Some soldiers 
were given hundreds of acres of land in 
areas west of the Appalachians.

Moving West
Many former soldiers moved to these 

western areas. However, not all of the 
people who moved west were sol-
diers. Many families moved west of the 
Appalachians to start farms. Eager to 
raise more money, Congress sold large 

amounts of land to these settlers and to 
land companies.

The United States now stretched west 
to the Mississippi River, but British 
troops were still in some northwestern 
forts. Spain also claimed lands along the 
country’s western and southern borders. 
Many Native American groups lived in 
the lands along the Ohio River.

South of the Ohio River
Some of the fastest growing areas in 

the country were those lands south of 
the Ohio River. During the American 
Revolution, more than 100,000 people 
moved to the area that later became 
the state of Kentucky. Others moved 
to the area that became the state of 
Tennessee.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What caused Congress to pay many soldiers with 
land?

MOVING WEST Settlers moved west of the Appalachians to build new lives.
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 After the war ended, the government 
did not have enough money to pay all the 
soldiers who had served.
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The Northwest 
Territory

Over time, thousands of Americans fol-
lowed the Ohio River west and settled the 
lands north of it. That area became known 
as the Northwest Territory. A territory is 
land that belongs to a nation but is not a 
state and is not represented in the national 
government.

Governing the Land
At first, there was no plan for how land 

in the territory should be divided. It was 
hard to tell where each person’s property 
ended. In 1785, Congress passed a new 
land ordinance, or set of laws. The 
ordinance explained how land in the 

territory would be measured, divided, and 
sold. Land was first divided into squares 
called townships. Each township was then 
divided into 36 smaller squares, or sections.

In 1787, Congress passed another ordi-
nance called the Northwest Ordinance of 
1787. It set up a plan for governing the 
Northwest Territory and for forming new 
states from its lands. When any region of 
the Northwest Territory had more than 
60,000 people, it could become a state. 
The ordinance promised settlers freedom 
of religion. It also said that slavery would 
not be allowed in states formed from the 
Northwest Territory.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
How did the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 affect 
slavery?

 

LOCATION The Northwest Territory covered more than 260,000 square miles. 
What river formed its southern boundary?
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    It did not allow slavery in the 
states formed from the Northwest Territory.
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Battles for Land
In the months after the Revolutionary 

War, the British left many of their forts in 
the West. Without British help, it became 
harder for Native Americans to stop set-
tlers from moving onto their lands.

New Fighting Breaks Out
Native Americans in the Northwest 

Territory united to fight against the 
new settlers. Their leaders included 
Michikinikwa (mih•chih•kin•EE•kwah), 
also known as Little Turtle, a member of 
the Miami tribe in what are now Ohio 
and Indiana.

In the early 1790s, Native American 
forces soundly defeated United States sol-
diers in battles in what are now the states 
of Indiana and Ohio. In 1794, a larger 
United States force won a major victory 
at the Battle of Fallen Timbers, near what 
is now Toledo, Ohio.

More Lands Are Taken
In 1795, Michikinikwa and the lead-

ers of the other tribes agreed to accept 
the Treaty of Greenville. In this treaty, 
they gave up most of their land in the 
Northwest Territory. Many Native 
Americans were angry that the United 
States demanded their lands. After the 
treaty was signed, they stopped trusting 
in the United States government.

Some Native Americans sold their land 
to land companies. The Holland Land 
Company, for example, wanted to buy 
much of the land in western New York 
from the Seneca Indians. The Seneca 
leader Segoyewatha, also known as Red 
Jacket, warned his tribe not to sell its 
land. However, other leaders ignored his 
advice and signed the Big Tree Treaty, 
which let the company buy most of the 
Seneca’s land.

In the years to come, settlers from the 
United States moved farther and farther 

1791 1794

The Battle of Fallen Timbers is fought

Michikinikwa 
organizes Native 
Americans 

NATIVE AMERICANS
AFTER THE REVOLUTION
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Summarywest. They cleared the land for farms and 
towns. The lives of Native Americans 
would never be the same.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What was the effect of the Treaty of 
Greenville?

After the Revolutionary War, states 
wrote constitutions. Views on slavery 
changed. Western settlement led to land 
policies and fights with Native Americans.

1. WHAT TO KNOW How did the American 
Revolution affect life in the new United 
States?

2. VOCABULARY Describe the difference 
between a state and a territory.

3. HISTORY How did Congress pay 
some soldiers for their service in the 
Revolutionary War?

4. CRITICAL THINKING How do you think 
Native Americans felt about the Treaty of 
Greenville?

5. WRITE A NEWS ARTICLE Imagine 
you are a reporter covering the 

Elizabeth Freeman court case. Write an 
article about the jury’s decision.

6. 
Focus
Skill

CAUSE AND EFFECT
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.

17971795

Red Jacket warns 
against the Big Tree Treaty

The Treaty of Greenville is signed Treaty of Greenville peace medal

Settlers moved 
farther west

Antislavery feelings 
grew.
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 Many Native American tribes lost 
their land in the Northwest Territory.
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Visual Summary

Chapter Review
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Focus
Skill Cause and Effect Complete this graphic organizer to show 

that you understand the causes and effects of some of the key 
events of the Revolutionary War.

Vocabulary

Write a sentence or two to explain how 
each pair of terms is related.

1. Patriot (p. 339), Loyalist (p. 339)

 2. inflation (p. 340), profiteering (p. 340)

 3. veteran (p. 341), enlist (p. 347)

 4. abolish (p. 365), abolitionist (p. 365)

 5. territory (p. 367), ordinance (p. 367)

6. campaign (p. 349), turning point (p. 349)

Time Line

Use the chapter summary time line above to 
answer these questions.

 7. In which year was the Battle of Trenton 
fought?

 8. Did the Battle of Saratoga happen before or 
after the Battle of Trenton?

 9. What happened at Yorktown?

 10. How many years after the Battle of Yorktown 
was the Treaty of Paris signed?

Summarize the Chapter

France agreed to help 
the Americans.

Congress printed more 
money.

1777
The Americans 
win the Battle 
of Saratoga

1776
The Battle 
of Trenton is 
fought
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Facts and Main Ideas

Answer these questions.

 11. How did the British navy cause economic 
hardship for the colonies?

 12. Why did some African Americans decide to 
fight in the Revolutionary War?

 13. How were Native Americans divided by the 
Revolutionary War?

 14. Why did Britain move the fighting to the 
Southern Colonies?

Write the letter of the best choice.

 15. Which country helped the Americans win 
the Battle of Yorktown?

 A France
 B Germany
 C Spain
 D the Netherlands

 16. What was the name of the plan for 
governing the western lands north of 
the Ohio River?

 A the Articles of Confederation
 B the Ohio Valley Authority 
 C the Northwest Ordinance of 1787
 D the Treaty of Paris

 17. What document changed the way many 
Americans viewed slavery?

 A the Declaration of Independence
 B the Treaty of Paris
 C the Northwest Ordinance
 D the Virginia Constitution

Critical Thinking

18. What do you think might have happened 
if American soldiers had lost the Battle of 
Saratoga?

 19. How did Yorktown’s location help the 
American forces?

Skills

Read Parallel Time Lines

Use the parallel time line on pages 344–345 to 
answer these questions.

 20. What event happened in Britain in the same 
year that the Boston Massacre took place?

 21. What event happened in Britain in 1774? 
What happened in the colonies that same 
year?

1781
The Americans 
defeat the 
British at 
Yorktown

1783
The Treaty of 
Paris is signed

Write a Narrative Imagine that you 
 are one of the soldiers camped at 
Valley Forge in the winter of 1777. Write 
a story that explains why you are there. 
Describe the hardships you are facing.

Write a Report Choose one person 
 you read about in this chapter. Then 
write a report for your class that describes 
who that person was and what role he or 
she played in the Revolutionary War. 
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au ?

?

?

?

James 
Armistead

Find two of each—writers, 

commanders, and spies—from 

the pictures at the right.

Find the rebus 

word that 

doesn’t belong.

Thomas
Paine

Nathan 
Hale

Joseph 
Brant

George 
Washington

Phillis 
Wheatley
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Rebus
RevolutionRevolution

Writers,
Commanders,

and Spiesand Spies
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What vacation 

spot does each 

poster advertise?

See where 

Feel the joy of the end

General Cornwallis
surrendered to the Americans. 

independence. 
of the long fight for 

You and Eco are on your way to 

Massachusetts in 1775. In this 

online game, you will become a 

Patriot in Boston. Work to discover what is 

happening in the city. People in the colonies are 

getting ready for war, and British soldiers are on 

the march. Can you find out where the British are 

going and warn the colonists in time? Play now at 

www.harcourtschool.com/ss1

The thump of marching feet . . . shouts 

of soldiers . . . sounds of musket fire . . .

the beginning of war . . . April 1775, on 

our town square. Come and stroll the 

green grass where the Minutemen first 

stood their ground against the British.

Come on board a replica 

of an East India Company ship. Imagine 

you’re one of the Sons of Liberty, turning 

this vacation spot into a giant teapot! 

Come see where history was made.
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Vacation
StationStation

Online
AdventuresAdventures
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Review and Test Prep 

Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary

The American Revolution

374 ■ Unit 4

 1. What does representation mean? 
 A freedom to govern on one’s own
 B an agreement between two nations
 C the act of speaking for someone else 
 D a formal statement

 2. Which role did George Washington play in 
the American Revolution?

 A He raised tax money to pay for the war.
 B He negotiated with France for support.

C He led the Continental Army.
 D He wrote the Declaration of 

Independence.

 3. What does the word Patriots mean in the 
sentence above?

 A hired soldiers
 B colonists who supported independence
 C Britain’s Native American allies
 D colonists who remained loyal to Britain

 4. When did the United States officially become 
a new nation?

 A 1764
 B 1776
 C 1781
 D 1783

Use the summary above to answer these questions. Write the letter of the best choice.

 THE BIG IDEA
Freedom Freedom was so important to the colonists that they 
were willing to suffer terrible hardships and years of war to 
win it.

In 1764, the British Parliament passed a 
tax law to help pay the costs of the French 
and Indian War. This law made many colo-
nists angry. They did not think it was fair 
to have to pay taxes to a government in 
which they had no representation.

Anger grew as Parliament passed even 
more tax laws. Many colonists protested. 
Some refused to pay taxes, and others 
began to boycott all British goods.

In 1776, the 13 colonies declared their 
independence from Britain. They knew this 
act would cause a war against one of the 
most powerful nations in the world. The 

colonies had little money and few trained 
soldiers. Still, they fought.

George Washington was the leader of 
the Continental Army. With the help of 
citizens and other nations, the Patriots 
began to win battles. After eight difficult 
years of fighting, the Americans won the 
war.

The Treaty of Paris officially ended the 
war in 1783. It also made the United States 
a new nation. The United States faced many 
challenges. It had to deal with settlement in 
the western lands, the problem of slavery, 
and many other issues.
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Land Claims in 1783

Land Claims in 1763

Facts and Main Ideas
Answer these questions.

 5. The French and Indian War began as 
competition for control of what region?

 6. What was the Stamp Act?

 7. How did many colonists protest the 
Townshend Acts?

 8. What was Thomas Jefferson’s main job at 
the Second Continental Congress?

 9. How did Mercy Otis Warren contribute to 
the Patriot cause?

 10. How did France help the Americans in the 
Revolutionary War?

Write the letter of the best choice.

11. Which key idea is included in the 
Declaration of Independence?

 A the right to send grievances to 
Parliament

 B the right to live, be free, and seek 
happiness

 C the importance of remaining neutral
 D the abolition of slavery

12. Who was known as “the soldier’s friend” 
at Valley Forge?

 A Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben
 B George Washington
 C Benedict Arnold
 D Marquis de Lafayette

13. Which was the last major battle of the 
Revolutionary War?

 A the Battle of Bunker Hill
 B the Battle of Long Island
 C the Battle of Saratoga
 D the Battle of Yorktown

14. How did the United States government pay 
some Revolutionary War soldiers?

 A with money from the British 
 B with positions in the government
 C with land
 D with British goods taken in the war

Critical Thinking 
15. Do you think Britain could have avoided war 

with the American colonists? Explain.

16. How did Thomas Paine change people’s 
attitudes toward government?

Skills
Compare Historical Maps
Use the historical maps below to answer these 
questions.

17. Why is an area marked in hatch lines on the 
1763 map but not on the 1783 map?

18. What areas shown on the maps changed 
very little between 1763 and 1783? Why?
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Unit Writing Activity
Write a Summary Describe the causes 
and effects of the American Revolution.
■ List three main causes of the war.
■ Tell how the colonists won their 

freedom.
■ Explain why the war was important.

Unit Project
A Colonial Newspaper Publish a 
colonial newspaper that tells about the 
Revolutionary War. 
■ Describe events leading up to the war.
■ Tell how the colonists won their freedom.
■ Decide which people, places, and events 

to include.

■  A Voice of Her Own: 

The Story of Phillis 

Wheatley, Slave Poet  

by Kathryn Lasky. 

Candlewick Press.

■  Fight for Freedom 

by Benson Bobrick. 

Atheneum.

■  When Washington Crossed 

the Delaware by Lynne 

Cheney. Simon & Schuster.

For more resources, go to
www.harcourtschool.com/ss1
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Activities
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