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Course Description 
8th grade Reading will promote reading comprehension, analysis, and reading fluency. 
ELA will work towards the development of argumentative, narrative, and informative 
writing skills.  The ultimate goal of both, is to meet academic standards for grade eight 
and prepare students for high school curriculum.  
 
Class Rules 
Be prompt and prepared, work hard, be respectful, and think for yourself.  
 
Overview  
1st 9-Weeks: short stories, myths, fiction novel, plot and literary elements, figurative 
language, vocabulary, spelling, narrative and informative writing. 
 
2nd 9-Weeks: nonfiction analysis, drama, poetry, plot and literary elements, fiction novel, 
drama, vocabulary, spelling, research, narrative, informative and argumentative writing. 
 
3rd 9-Weeks: biographies, compare and contrast works, nonfiction analysis, drama, short 
stories, poetry, vocabulary, spelling, independent reading project, argumentative writing. 
 
4th 9-Weeks: argumentative writing, fiction novel, informative writing, academic and 
grade level vocabulary and spelling, and end-of-year review. 
 
Grading 
All homework/daily grades will be 50%; tests/projects will be 50% of the composite 
average. All grades are posted online.  If you do not have a current password for the 
online grade book, please contact the middle school office. 
 
Ineligible lists will be generated on Thursdays.  Students listed will be ineligible for all 
extra-curricular activities until they have a passing grade and are removed from the list.  
 
Homework Policy 
Homework concerning classroom work will be assigned as needed. Independent reading 
is considered homework. Daily schedule found on website: www.tishomingo.k12.ok.us 
 
All excused absences will be allowed the same number of days missed, to make up work 
or tests.  It is the student’s responsibility to pick up missed work.  
 
Late work will be accepted at a deduction of 25 points per day, up to 3 days late. 
 



Accelerated Reader (AR):  
TMS students will be required to earn AR points each semester (18 weeks) through 
independent reading.  

 
● Points are earned by the student answering a quiz, after reading, that is based on 

questions concerning the book’s plot (fiction) or information given (non-fiction).  
 

● A test grade will be taken at the end of the semester in Reading for this 
assignment.  This Earning all points will earn a 100.  Anything below required 
number receives a percentage of the goal. 
 

● Any points earned, exceeding the required points, will serve as extra credit in 
class.  For example: for every point earned, 10 points can be added to a daily 
grade in reading. Books used for extra credit must be age appropriate selections. 
 

● Teacher will assign the genre of books to be read.  No books that have been made 
into (major) movies can be used without prior approval.  Additionally, books read 
as a class in the classroom will be used in AR, as extra credit. 
 

● Books can be used from outside sources, other than the TMS Library, however, 
the student is responsible for checking to see if the book is testable on AR.  
 

● Awards will be given to the top readers at the end of each semester. 
 
Resources 
Pearson Literature Grade 8 textbook 
Accelerated Reader 
Accelerated Reader STAR testing (used as benchmarks) 
Novels (including but not limited to): Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry, The Outsiders and 
The House of the Scorpion, and My Brother Sam is Dead. 
Google Drive/Classroom 
Dictionary.com 


