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Cooperation and
Conflict
Cultural differences and competition 
for land led to conflicts among different 
groups of people in the Americas.

What to Know
 Why did Europeans begin to explore 
different areas of the world?

 What explorers led key expeditions 
and what routes did they follow?

 How did European explorations 
change the lives of Native Americans?
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1400 1450

At the
Same Time

Cultures
Meet

1500

1418  Prince Henry
opens a navigation
school in Portugal, p. 112

1492  Christopher
Columbus claims
land in the Americas
for Spain, p. 116

1506  The Italian 
artist Leonardo da Vinci
paints the Mona Lisa

1450  Johannes
Gutenberg develops 
a new printing press
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1550 1600 1650

1632  Work on the 
Taj Mahal begins in India

1610  Spain establishes a
settlement at Santa Fe, p. 151

1620  English Pilgrims
settle the Plymouth Colony, 
p. 164

1565  Spain sets up the first 
European settlement
in the Philippines
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Cultures MeetCultures Meet
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1484 • Bartolomé de Las Casas 1566

1503? • Estevanico 1539

1510 • Francisco Vásquez de Coronado 1554

1451 • Christopher Columbus 1506

155015001450

Bartolomé de Las Casas

1484–1566
• Catholic priest who 

spoke out against the 
cruel treatment of 
Native Americans

•  Wrote a book called 
Tears of the Indians

Christopher Columbus

1451–1506 
• Italian sailor who 

explored the 
Americas for 
Spain

•  Made four 
journeys to 
the Americas

John Smith

1580–1631
• English sailor who 

traveled to many 
parts of the world

• Served as leader 
of the Jamestown 
settlement

Tisquantum (Squanto)

1585?–1622
• Native American who 

lived near the Plymouth 
Colony

• Became an interpreter 
between the colonists 
and Native 
Americans
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1580 • John Smith 1631

1585? • Tisquantum (Squanto) 1622

1590 • William Bradford 1657

1595? • Pocahontas 1617

1650 17001600

Estevanico

1503?–1539 
• Enslaved African 

who took part in 
several Spanish 
explorations

• Learned to 
speak several 
Native American 
languages

Francisco Vásquez de Coronado

1510–1554 
• Spanish explorer
• Led an expedition in 

search of the Seven 
Cities of Gold

Pocahontas

1595?–1617
• Daughter of Chief 

Powhatan
• Married an English 

settler named John 
Rolfe

William Bradford

1590–1657
• English leader 

who led the 
Pilgrims to North 
America

• Served as 
governor of 
the Plymouth 
Colony
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Chumash tribe 
cultural region
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The Mayflower arrives in 
Massachusetts, 1620

Jamestown settlement, 
in Virginia, 1607

Mission Nombre de Dios, 
in Florida, 1565
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Why It Matters When you identify and understand the main idea and 
details, you can better understand what you read.

The main idea is the most important idea of a paragraph or passage. Details 
give more information about the main idea.

■ The main idea is often given at the beginning of a piece of writing.
■ In a long article, each paragraph has a main idea and details. The whole article 

also has a main idea and details.

Read the paragraphs, and identify details that support the main idea.

The Taino (TY•noh) were Native Americans who lived on islands in the Caribbean 
Sea. They grew crops, fished, and hunted. They were peaceful people.

Other Native Americans who lived on islands in the Caribbean Sea were the 
Carib. Like the Taino, the Carib also farmed, hunted, and fished. Unlike the Taino, 
the Carib were warlike. They were expert navigators who traveled long distances 
in large canoes.

Focus
Skill Main Idea and Details

Main Idea

Details
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1. What is the main idea of the first paragraph?
2.  What main point does the third paragraph 

make about how Taino women spent their time?
3.  What details explain the idea that although 

the Taino were peaceful, they faced dangers?

Read the paragraphs, and answer the questions.

Main Idea and Details

Americans and Europeans Meet
The Taino were among the first 

Americans to meet European explorers. 
The Taino were friendly and generous. 
Christopher Columbus wrote about 
them: “When you ask for something, 
they never say no. To the contrary, they 
offer to share with anyone.”

Taino men spent much of their time 
fishing. They went to sea in canoes and 
used spears and nets to catch fish. They 
also hunted small animals.

Taino women grew manioc, a plant 
used to make flour for bread. They also 
grew sweet potatoes, corn, and cot-
ton. Women used cotton to make mats, 
hammocks, ropes, and small sails for 
fishing boats.

Taino children helped their parents 
by gathering fruit. In their free time, 
they played a game that was like soc-
cer. Many children had pet dogs.

The Taino’s lives were not com-
pletely carefree. They had warlike 
neighbors, the Carib, who lived on 
nearby islands. The two groups did 
not get along and the Carib sometimes 
attacked Taino villages.

Soon after the arrival of Europeans, 
life changed for the Taino, the Carib, 
and many other Native American 
groups. The Taino lost some of their 
people because of warfare. Many oth-
ers died from diseases carried by 
European explorers.

A Native American statue 
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In 1492, most Europeans thought the 
world was only as big as the continents 
of Europe, Asia, and Africa. No one knew 
what existed beyond the Atlantic Ocean. 
However, some people wanted to find out.

The Italian explorer Christopher 
Columbus believed that if he traveled 
west, he could reach Asia. Facing the 
unknown, he and his crew set sail in 
hopes of finding a new trade route and 
riches. What they found was an entirely 
different land. During the journey, 
Columbus kept a logbook that noted 
daily events and the distance traveled.
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This day we completely lost sight of land, and many 
men sighed and wept for fear they would not see it 
again for a long time. I comforted them with great 
promises of land and riches. To sustain their hope and 
dispel their fears of a long voyage, I decided to reckon 
fewer leagues than we actually made. I did this that 
they might not think themselves so great a distance 
from Spain as they really were.

Sunday September 9, 1492

reckon count

leagues a measure of distance
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Friday October 12, 1492Thursday October 11, 1492

sterncastle a building or structure on a ship, raised above 
the deck at the rear of the ship

lay-to rested

At dawn . . . I went ashore in the 
ship’s boat. I unfurled the royal 
banner. After a prayer of thanks-
giving I ordered the captains of the 
Pinta and the Niña . . . to bear faith 
and witness that I was taking posses-
sion of this island for the King and 
Queen. . . . To this island I gave the 
name San Salvador. . . . 

No sooner had we concluded the 
formalities of taking possession 
of the island than people began to 
come to the beach. . . . They are very 
well-built people. . . . Their eyes are 
large and very pretty. . . . Many of the 
natives paint their faces. . . . Others 
paint their whole bodies. . . . They 
are friendly.

About 10 o’clock at night, while 
standing on the sterncastle, I thought 
I saw a light to the west. It looked 
like a little wax candle bobbing up 
and down. . . . I am the first to admit 
that I was so eager to find land that 
I did not trust my own senses, so I 
called for Pedro Gutierrez, the rep-
resentative of the King’s household, 
and asked him to watch for the light. 
After a few moments, he too saw it.

The moon, in its third quarter, rose in 
the east shortly before midnight. . . . I 
hauled in all sails but the mainsail and 
lay-to till daylight. The land is about 
6 miles to the west. 

Friday October 12, 1492
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As I went along the river it was 
marvelous to see the forests and 
greenery, the very clear water, the 
birds, and the fine situation, and 
I almost did not want to leave the 
place. I told the men with me that, 
in order to make a report to the 
Sovereigns of the things they saw, 
a thousand tongues would not be 
sufficient to tell it, nor 
my hand to write it, 
for it looks like an 
enchanted land.

  Focus
Skill Main Idea and Details What 

details in Columbus’s logbook show 
that the goal of his journey was to 
claim land for Spain?

  Make It Relevant Would you have 
told the crew how far away from 
home they really were? Why or 
why not?

Tuesday November 27, 1492

Sovereigns the king 
and queen
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✓ What kind of visual is shown?

✓ What does the visual show?

✓
How does the visual help you better understand 
the subject that you are reading?

USE VISUALS
Looking at visuals, such as photographs, charts, and 
maps, can help you better understand and remember 
what you read.

■  Visuals often show the same information that is in the text but 
in a different way.

■  Many visuals have titles, captions, or labels that help you 
understand what is shown.

PREVIEW VOCABULARY

expedition p. 112 missionary p. 133conquistador p. 129
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CHAPTER

The Age of 
Exploration

REPLICA OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS’S SHIP

Chapter 3 ■ 109
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1450s
Johannes Gutenberg 
develops a new
printing press

1492
Christopher 
Columbus lands
at San Salvador

1450 1750Lesson

Exploration 
and Technology

It is the winter of 1470 in your small village 

in Spain. The fire crackles as your father 

reads aloud from a book. The words describe a 

faraway land in Asia called Cathay. It is a place of 

amazing cities and great riches.

An explorer named Marco Polo wrote the book 

long ago. Now, thanks to a new kind of printing 

press, many Europeans are reading Polo’s book for 

the first time. As you listen, you dream of sailing to 

Asia and finding adventure and riches.

MARCO POLO wrote 
about Asia in The Travels 
of Marco Polo.

WHAT TO KNOW
Why did Europeans begin 

to look for a sea route to 
Asia?

VOCABULARY
technology p. 111

navigation p. 112

expedition p. 112

empire p. 112

entrepreneur p. 114

cost p. 114

benefit p. 114

Reconquista p. 115

PEOPLE
Marco Polo
Prince Henry
Christopher Columbus
King Ferdinand
Queen Isabella

PLACES
Portugal
Spain
San Salvador

Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA 
AND DETAILS
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THE PRINTING PRESS Gutenberg‘s printing press used small metal pieces, each 
with a raised letter or number. Ink was spread over the pieces, and a large screw 
was turned to press them onto paper.

A Rush of New Ideas
In the 1400s, a new age of learn-

ing, science, and art began in Europe. 
Historians call this time of new ideas the 
Renaissance (REH•nuh•sahns), which 
means “rebirth.” It began in Italy and 
then spread across Europe.

Johannes Gutenberg helped with this 
spread of ideas by developing a printing 
press in the 1450s. Before this time, most 
books were hand-written. The new print-
ing press made it faster to print books.

Marco Polo and Trade with Asia
One of the most popular books during 

the Renaissance was The Travels of Marco 
Polo. Written almost 200 years earlier, it 
tells of Marco Polo’s voyage to Cathay, as 
China was then called. Europeans were 

amazed to read about Chinese inventions 
such as gunpowder and the compass—a 
tool for finding directions.

European merchants were interested 
in the riches Marco Polo wrote about. 
They wanted to buy and then resell Asian 
goods such as silks and spices. Soon trad-
ers from Europe began traveling the long, 
difficult land routes to Asia. To reach Asia, 
they had to cross mountains and deserts.

At the time, no Europeans had trav-
eled to Asia by sea. They had no maps 
that showed the world correctly. Sailors 
also lacked the technology, the scientific 
knowledge and tools, needed for such 
a long trip. Sailors and scientists began 
working to solve these problems.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
What kept Europeans from sailing to Asia?

Chapter 3 ■ 111
They did not have accurate maps and they lacked the necessary technology.
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The World Awaits
In 1418, Prince Henry of Portugal helped 

solve some of these problems by opening 
a school of navigation. Navigation is the 
science of planning and following a route. 
The aim of his school was to make better 
ships, maps, and tools for navigation.

New Technology
At the school, sailors learned how to 

sail a new kind of ship called a caravel. 
This long, narrow ship could carry more 
goods than earlier ships. It could also sail 
quickly over long distances.

Mapmakers at Prince Henry’s school 
read the journals of early explorers. They 
read about bodies of water and land 
shapes. Using these details, they drew 
better maps.

To keep their ships going in the right 
direction, sailors needed navigational 
tools. Prince Henry hired scientists to 
improve two of these tools—the compass 
and the astrolabe. Sailors used the com-
pass to help them find their longitude, or 
distance east or west of the prime merid-
ian. They used the astrolabe to figure out 
the positions of the sun, moon, and stars. 

This tool helped sailors try to find their 
latitude, or distance north or south of the 
equator.

These and other developments made 
ocean exploration possible. Portuguese 
ships began making expeditions in search 
of a sea route to Asia. An expedition 
is a trip taken with the goal of explor-
ing. Prince Henry believed that the most 
direct sea route to Asia from Europe 
would be to sail south around Africa 
and then east across the Indian Ocean. In 
time, the Portuguese found this route.

A New View of the World
Europeans knew about Asia because 

of Marco Polo’s book and because of 
trade. Traders had long been using the 
Silk Road—an ancient land route between 
China and Italy. At this time, Europeans 
knew all of Asia as “the Indies.”

Europeans also traveled to Africa. They 
traded with merchants in North African 
cities such as Gao (GOW), Timbuktu 
(tim•buhk•TOO), and Jenné (jeh•NAY). 
These cities were the centers of rich 
empires. An empire is made up of lands 
ruled by the nation that won control 
of them.
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Few Europeans had any idea that there 
were other continents beyond Europe, 
Africa, and Asia. Most did not know that 
some Europeans had already reached 
North America. In about A.D. 1000, 
Leif Erickson led a group known as 
the Vikings from what is today the 
country of Norway. They sailed west 
across the Atlantic Ocean, stopping 
in Greenland. In time, they sailed to 
Canada and landed in present-day 
Newfoundland.

While hunting and fishing in the 
area, the Vikings fought with Native 
Americans. As the fighting grew worse, 
they chose to leave. The Vikings wrote 
about their voyage, but not many people 
knew about these records or read them. 
For years, most Europeans did not even 
consider sailing west across the Atlantic 
as a way to reach Asia.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
What were the aims of Prince Henry’s school 
of navigation?

CARAVELS were 
smaller, lighter, and 
faster than other ships 
of the time.

Chapter 3 ■ 113

to make better ships, maps, and technology for sea exploration 
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The Business of 
Exploring

Most sailors thought the only way to 
reach Asia was to go east. Not everyone 
agreed. One such sailor was Christopher 
Columbus.

Christopher Columbus
Columbus was fascinated by the 

stories he had heard of the wealth in Asia. 
He had already sailed along the coasts of 
Europe and Africa. Columbus believed 
he could reach Asia by sailing west across 
the Ocean Sea, as the Atlantic Ocean was 
then known. He thought this would be 
a more direct route to Asia than sailing 

around Africa. However, Columbus could 
not prove this until he had money for a 
ship, crew, and supplies.

Risks and Rewards
Explorers had to be entrepreneurs 

(ahn•truh•pruh•NERZ). They set up and 
ran their expeditions just as an entrepre-
neur sets up and runs a business. Often, 
explorers had to persuade others that the 
cost, or effort made to achieve or gain 
something, was worth the risk of an expe-
dition. Ships and supplies cost a great 
deal. There were many risks, too. For 
example, a ship could sink, or an explorer 
might not find any valuable goods.

However, the benefit, or reward 
gained, was the chance of finding riches 

AN EARLY MAP This map was made in 1482, using information from ancient 
times. It shows only Europe, Africa, and Asia.
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worth many times the cost. These riches 
would more than repay the money paid 
by the trip’s supporters.

Columbus Wins Support
Finding a ruler to pay for his trip was 

not easy for Columbus. His idea of sailing 
west seemed risky. No one knew how far 
west you had to sail to reach Asia. First, 
Columbus asked the king of Portugal for 
money, but the king turned him down. By 
sailing around Africa, the Portuguese had 
already found a sea route to Asia from 
Europe.

Three years later, in 1485, Columbus 
asked King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella of Spain to support his plan. 
Ferdinand and Isabella were Catholic, 
and at the time, they were fighting a war 
to push all Muslim people out of Spain. 
They said no to Columbus.

This movement to make Spain all 
Catholic was called the Reconquista 
(ray•kohn•KEES•tah). Under the 
Reconquista, Muslims had to give up 
their Islamic religion. They had to either 
become Catholic or leave Spain. By 1492, 
Ferdinand and Isabella had claimed all of 
the land the Muslims once held in Spain. 
They had also forced many thousands of 
Jews to leave Spain.

When Spain was united under Catholic 
beliefs, Columbus again asked Ferdinand 
and Isabella to pay for his voyage. He 
promised them great riches and new 
lands. Columbus also said that he would 
take Catholic beliefs to Asia. This time, 
the king and queen agreed to help him.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
How did Columbus persuade the king and queen 
of Spain to support his expedition?

SUPPORTING EXPLORATION This painting shows Christopher Columbus 
asking King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain to support his expedition. 
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 He promised 
them great riches and new lands and said he 
would bring Catholic beliefs to the people of 

Asia.
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Two Worlds Meet
On August 3, 1492, Columbus and a 

crew of nearly 90 sailed from Spain on 
three ships. The ships were called the 
Niña (NEEN•yuh), the Pinta (PEEN•tuh), 
and the Santa María. Two months later, 
Columbus and his crew were still at sea. 
They faced many problems. Often, storms 
damaged their ships. When there was no 
wind to fill the sails, the ships drifted for 
days. The sailors grew restless.

Then the sailors began to notice a 
change in the weather. They saw birds 
flying south. Columbus changed direc-
tion, hoping to follow the birds to land.

The night of October 11, 1492, was a 
good night for sailing. A strong wind 
pushed the ships from behind. The moon 
was shining on the sea in front of them. 
In the early morning hours of October 12, 

the sailors finally saw their goal—land! 
Today, we know that Columbus and 
his crew had traveled about 4,100 miles 
across the Atlantic Ocean to an island in 
the Caribbean Sea.

A Historic Meeting
All three ships anchored off an island 

that Columbus named San Salvador. He 
claimed this island for Spain. Columbus 
believed he had reached Asia and was 
now in the Indies. This belief explains 
why he called the people he met on the 
island Indians.

The people Columbus met were part of 
the Taino (TY•noh) tribe. They welcomed 
Columbus and his men. Although the 
Europeans were upset not to find any silk 
or spices, Columbus collected a few gold 
items and some of the islands’ animals 
and plants. He also captured several Taino 
and took them to Spain.

Diego Bermúdez
Some of the sailors on Columbus’s expedition 

were as young as 12. That was the age of Diego 
Bermúdez when he sailed on the Santa María 
in 1492. Diego was a page, which was the 
lowest rank on a ship. Pages did the jobs that 
most sailors did not want to do, like cooking, 
cleaning, and keeping track of the time. Diego 
kept track of the time by using a half-hour glass. 
Every 30 minutes, when all the sand had fallen 
to the bottom of the glass, Diego rang a bell 
and called out a short prayer. His actions let 
everyone know what time it was.

Make It Relevant What jobs do you have to do at 
home or at school?
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Summary

Columbus Returns to Spain
When Columbus and his crew got 

back to Spain, they were treated like 
heroes. They had crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean and then returned home. When 
King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella saw 
the gold, animals, plants, and people 
from the Indies, they paid for another 
expedition. The Spanish rulers made the 
reasons for this second expedition clear. 
Columbus was expected to find more 
riches, start settlements, and convert the 
people he met to the Catholic religion.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
What problems did Columbus and his crew face?

In the 1400s, stories of riches in Asia 
made sailors want to explore. Faster ships 
and new tools made exploration possible. 
While most explorers looked to the 
east for a route to Asia, 
Columbus sailed west 
and reached land 
across the Atlantic Ocean.

1. WHAT TO KNOW Why did Europeans begin 
to look for a sea route to Asia?

2. VOCABULARY Explain how technology 
helped improve navigation.

3. HISTORY What did Columbus find on his 
1492 voyage?

4. CRITICAL THINKING What were the 
advantages and disadvantages of sailing 
west from Europe to Asia?

5. WRITE A CONVERSATION Write a 
short conversation between a 

Spanish sailor and a Taino leader. Have 
the speakers ask one another questions 
about each other’s culture.

6. 
Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.

Europeans faced problems finding a sea route to Asia.
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Navigational Navigational 
ToolsTools

Background Navigational tools helped sailors explore faraway 
lands and return home. With most of these tools, sailors used the 
sun, moon, and stars to determine location. In the 1400s, European 
navigators used the astrolabe and the compass. By the 1700s, more 
accurate tools were made, including the chronometer.

 Document-Based Question Study these primary sources 
and answer the questions.

A compass tells sailors if they are going 
north, south, east, or west.

 How did the compass 
help sailors?

COMPASS

Sailors used an astrolabe to find their 
latitude based on the height of the sun or 
the North Star.

  How might the weather affect the 
use of the astrolabe?

ASTROLABE
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MAP

Abraham Ortelius created this map of the world in 1574. Navi-
gational instruments helped people make more accurate maps.

  Why would explorers need more accurate maps?

Write a paragraph that explains the 
problems sailors might have if they 
did not have navigational tools. 

For more resources, go to 
www.harcourtschool.com/ss1 

A chronometer kept very accurate time 
and was used by sailors to find their 
longitude.

  Why would sailors need to keep 
track of the time?

CHRONOMETER
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1497
Cabot reaches
Newfoundland
and Labrador

1513
Balboa 
reaches the
Pacific Ocean

1522
The Magellan expedition
completes a voyage
around the world

Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
Why did Europeans 

explore the Americas, and 
what did they find?

VOCABULARY
isthmus p. 123

treaty p. 125

PEOPLE
John Cabot
Amerigo Vespucci
Vasco Núñez de Balboa
Ferdinand Magellan

PLACES
England
Newfoundland and

Labrador
Philippine Islands

Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA 
AND DETAILS

A Changing 
World

It is June 1497, and you have been at sea 

for more than a month. Back in England, 

you signed up for this journey after hearing about 

Columbus’s expeditions. However, now you are 

starting to have second thoughts. Fog is all around 

your ship. Almost everyone on board looks worried. 

“This cold air chills me to the bone,” says a crew 

member. You squint to try to see through the fog, but 

it is no use. Whatever is out there remains a mystery.

JOHN CABOT places the English 
flag on what is now Canada.
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England Explores
Columbus returned three times to 

what he thought was the Indies. He 
never found great riches, but he did 
show that it was possible to sail across 
the Atlantic. Columbus’s trips inspired 
several European rulers to send ships 
west to claim lands. In time, Europeans 
created a new culture in the Americas.

John Cabot Sets Sail
In England, King Henry VII heard of 

Columbus’s success for Spain. The king 
paid an Italian sailor, Giovanni Caboto, 
to lead an expedition sailing west across 
the Atlantic. The English called him John 
Cabot. King Henry’s aim was to help 
England compete with other European 
nations for land and wealth.

In May 1497, Cabot and a crew of 
18 sailed west on a course far north 

of Columbus’s first route. After a long, 
slow journey, they reached land on 
June 24. Once on shore, Cabot claimed 
the land for England. He then sailed 
south along the coast before returning 
to England. Cabot’s son Sebastian joined 
him on this voyage. Years later, Sebastian 
described the place as “a very sterile 
[lonely] land.”

When Cabot returned to England, 
he said he had found the Indies. Cabot, 
like Columbus, thought he had reached 
Asia. Many people today believe Cabot 
had actually reached the coast of present-
day Newfoundland and Labrador, now 
a part of Canada. This was the same 
place that the Vikings had visited almost 
500 years earlier.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
What was the aim of King Henry VII when he paid 
for Cabot’s expedition?

A NORTHERN VOYAGE Cabot sailed to present-day Newfoundland and Labrador.
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A New Map of the World
Not everyone believed that Columbus 

and Cabot had found Asia. Amerigo 
Vespucci (veh•SPOO•chee) of Italy aimed 
to find out for himself. In 1499, he sailed 
to a place just south of where Columbus 
had landed. Two years later, Vespucci 
sailed down the coast of South America.

Amerigo Vespucci’s New Idea
Vespucci looked for signs that he had 

reached Asia, but he found none. The 
places he saw did not fit Marco Polo’s 
descriptions of Asia. Vespucci began to 
think that maybe Earth was larger than 
most people thought. If so, that would 
mean Asia was farther away from Europe 
than Columbus believed.

The Naming of America
Over time, Vespucci came to real-

ize that he, Columbus, and Cabot 
had found lands not yet known to 
Europeans. In 1507, a German map-
maker named Martin Waldseemüller 
(VAHLT•zay•mool•er) published a world 
map that included these newly found 
lands. He named the new lands in honor 
of Amerigo Vespucci.

The land on this new map stood for the 
present-day continent of South America. 
Later, the word America was also used for 
the land known today as the continent of 
North America.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS 
How did Vespucci’s voyage change how the 
world was seen?

MAPMAKERS In the 1500s, mapmakers made new maps of the world based on 
information from early explorations of the Americas.
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continent that was new to Europeans.
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Reaching the Pacific
After Vespucci’s voyages, other explor-

ers sailed around the mysterious “new” 
lands. Not one of them found China. Still, 
Europeans wondered what these lands 
could be if they were not a part of Asia.

Vasco Núñez de Balboa
The Spanish explorer Vasco Núñez de 

Balboa (NOON•yays day bahl•BOH•uh) 
was one of the first Europeans to settle in 
the Americas. He had set up a farm on the 
island of Hispaniola (ees•pah•NYOH•lah), 
but he was not a good farmer. Soon he 
owed money to many people. Instead 
of paying them, he escaped from 
Hispaniola by hiding on a ship bound 
for what is now Colombia.

After Balboa arrived, he met the survi-
vors of a failed Spanish settlement. Later, 
he helped them take land from Native 
American groups and start a settlement in 
what is now the country of Panama.

Balboa heard about a huge ocean to the 
west. In 1513, Balboa and other explorers 
made their way west across the Isthmus 
of Panama, which connects North 
America and South America. An isthmus 
is a narrow strip of land that connects 
two large land areas. In time, Balboa’s 
group reached the Pacific Ocean. They 
proved that Amerigo Vespucci was right 
about an unknown continent.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
What caused Balboa to travel across 
the Isthmus of Panama?

BALBOA REACHES THE PACIFIC Balboa was 
38 years old when he first saw the Pacific Ocean. 
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A New View of 
the World

With the aim of finding a western 
route to Asia, the Portuguese explorer 
Ferdinand Magellan (muh•JEH•luhn) 
also proved that Vespucci was right. 
In 1519, Magellan left Spain with five 
ships and about 250 sailors. They passed 
through a waterway at the tip of South 
America. Then the sailors found them-
selves in the same ocean that Balboa 
had seen. Magellan named it the Pacific, 

which means “peaceful.” To him, its 
waters seemed calm compared with those 
of the Atlantic.

Magellan’s Long Voyage
Magellan thought he could cross the 

Pacific in a few days. It took more than 
three months. Many sailors died of hunger 
and illness. Magellan himself was killed 
in a battle in the Philippine Islands, 
500 miles off the coast of southeastern 
Asia. One ship finally made it back to 
Spain in 1522. Its sailors were the first 
Europeans to travel around the world.

Cabot Vespucci Balboa MagellanColumbus

MOVEMENT Which explorer sailed across the Pacific Ocean?
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SummaryThe Treaty of Tordesillas
As more expeditions were organized, 

more lands were claimed. Often, more 
than one country claimed the same land. 
The Catholic rulers of Spain and Portugal 
asked Catholic Church leaders to settle 
such a case. In 1493, Church leaders drew 
a line on a map through the Atlantic 
Ocean. Portugal was promised the land to 
the east of the line. Spain was promised 
the land to the west.

In 1494, Spain and Portugal signed the 
Treaty of Tordesillas. A treaty is an agree-
ment between countries. In this treaty, 
Spain and Portugal agreed to move the 
dividing line farther west. This change 
gave Portugal the land that would 
become part of the country of Brazil.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
What did Magellan’s expedition accomplish?

After Columbus’s voyages, rulers were 
eager to pay for trips across the Atlantic. 
Explorers such as Cabot, Vespucci, Balboa, 
and Magellan explored many different 
areas. Spain and Portugal divided the 
Americas between themselves.

1. WHAT TO KNOW Why did Europeans 
explore the Americas, and what did they 
find?

2. VOCABULARY Use the term treaty to 
explain how Spain and Portugal divided 
lands in the Americas.

3. GEOGRAPHY What two oceans did 
explorers cross when they sailed west 
from Europe to Asia?

4. CRITICAL THINKING Make It Relevant How 
do you think new maps of the world 
affected explorers? How do people use 
maps today?

AN EARLY SPANISH COIN 

Vespucci 
sails to South 
America.

Balboa reaches 
the Pacific 
Ocean.

Magellan sails 
west to Asia.
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5. MAKE A TABLE OF EXPLORERS Make a 
 table that lists the name of each 
explorer in this lesson and the area that 
person explored. Then use your table and 
the map on page 124 to trace their routes 
and describe the distances they traveled.

6. 
Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.
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In all, Christopher Columbus made four voyages to the Americas. 
There is no question that his voyages changed the world. The full mean-
ing of these events in history is still talked about today. Some people see 
Columbus as a heroic figure—a man of courage, curiosity, and daring. 
Others see him as one who brought great hardship to people who meant 
him no harm. Here are three points of view in this ongoing debate. 

Christopher 
Columbus’s Voyages

MODERN DAY REPLICAS In 1992, the government of 
Spain built replicas of Columbus’s original three ships to 
commemorate the 500th anniversary of his first voyage.
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KATHLEEN DEAGAN

Russell Means is a Native American leader. In a newspaper article, 

he wrote about Columbus’s treatment of Native Americans.

“Columbus’ arrival was a disaster from the beginning . . . he 
immediately began the enslavement . . . of the Indian peoples of 
the Caribbean islands.”

Robert S. McElvaine is a teacher and author. 

He wrote about the effects of Columbus’s voyages.

 “The major long-term significance of Columbus’ voyage 
is that it led to the mixing of the people of the world on an 
unprecedented scale and set in motion the process of making 
what would become the United States the most ethnically 
diverse society the world has known.”

Kathleen Deagan is a teacher and author. Her book also describes 

the effect of Columbus’s voyages on the Native Americans.

“Regardless of how many Taínos were living in Hispaniola 
when Columbus arrived, the stunning reduction in their num-
bers was the most shocking immediate repercussion [effect] 
of European contact.”

Summarize Points of View Work with a classmate to 
summarize the point of view held by each writer. Decide how 
each writer views Columbus’s voyages.

Make It Relevant Why might you and a classmate have 
different points of view about an event or idea?

RUSSELL MEANS

ROBERT S. 
MCELVAINE

1

3

2

Chapter 3 ■ 127

SXENL07ASECX_U2C3POV.indd   127SXENL07ASECX_U2C3POV.indd   127 1/19/06   6:37:11 PM1/19/06   6:37:11 PM



ARE
OU

HERE

Y
A
O
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1400 1650

1513
Ponce de León
reaches Florida

1521
Cortés destroys
the Aztec capital

1539
De Soto begins his
exploration of Florida

Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
Why did the Spanish 

explore and conquer large 
areas of the Americas?

VOCABULARY
grant p. 129

conquistador p. 129

reform p. 133

Reformation p. 133

Counter-Reformation p. 133

missionary p. 133

PEOPLE
Juan Ponce de León
Hernando Cortés
Estevanico
Francisco Vásquez 

de Coronado
Francisco Pizarro
Atahuallpa
Hernando de Soto
Martin Luther

PLACES
Florida
Mexico City
New Spain

Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA 
AND DETAILS

Spanish 
Explorations

You make your way through the thick forest, 

waving the flies away from your face. The 

air is hot and sticky. Your armor seems to be getting 

heavier with each step.

Your commander has made it known that he is 

seeking a “fountain of youth.” The idea seems foolish 

to you, but you know it would be unwise to say 

so. Near an opening in the forest, a soldier in front 

orders everyone to stop. Your group has just come 

face to face with a group of Native Americans.

FIRST MEETINGS This painting of Spanish explorers 
meeting Native Americans was made more than 350 
years after the event.
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LA FLORIDA Ponce de León explored the Florida coast while searching for the 
Fountain of Youth.

The Spanish 
Explore Florida

After Spain had claimed land in the 
Americas, more Spanish explorers and 
soldiers soon sailed there. Some wanted 
to find adventure and riches. Some 
dreamed of becoming rich through trade, 
by selling things in Europe they had 
found in the Americas. Others wanted to 
win national glory and to convert Native 
Americans to Christianity.

Juan Ponce de León
The king of Spain encouraged the 

explorers. He offered large sums of 
money, called grants, to those who led 
expeditions. These Spanish explorers 
and soldiers became known as 
conquistadors (kahn•KEES•tah•dawrz), 
or “conquerors.”

One of these conquistadors was Juan 
Ponce de León (POHN•say day lay•OHN). 
He had sailed with Columbus on his 

second voyage. Later, he helped conquer 
Puerto Rico. While in Puerto Rico, Ponce 
de León heard about an island to the 
north called Bimini (BIH•muh•nee). He 
also may have heard that the island had a 
so-called Fountain of Youth. Its water sup-
posedly made old people young again.

In 1513, Ponce de León set out to find 
Bimini. Instead, he landed in what is 
now the state of Florida. He named the 
land La Florida, Spanish for “flowery,” 
and claimed it for Spain.

In 1521, Ponce de León returned to 
Florida to start a settlement. The Calusa 
tribe defended their land against the 
Spanish. Ponce de León was wounded 
and later died. He never found the 
Fountain of Youth. Instead, he became 
the first Spanish explorer to set foot on 
land that became part of the United 
States.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
What was Ponce de León the first Spanish 
explorer to do?
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ILLUSTRATION A Spanish conquistador (left) 
had stronger weapons than an Aztec warrior 
had (right). How might conquistadors on 
horses have had advantages over Aztec 
warriors on foot?

Spanish Conquistador and Aztec Warrior

Harquebus, a gun 
invented in the 1400s

Armor made of steel

Horse

Wooden club

Wood shield with 
feather fringe

Armor made of 
quilted leather

Early Conquistadors
In 1519, Spain sent Hernando Cortés 

to find gold in the land of the Aztecs. 
Cortés landed in what is now Mexico 
with about 650 soldiers. He and his 
soldiers marched west from the coast 
toward the Aztec capital, Tenochtitlán 
(tay•nohch•teet•LAHN). The Aztec 
Empire covered 80,000 square miles. As 
many as 5 million people lived in the 
empire, but some disliked the Aztecs’ 
harsh rule, so they helped the Spanish.

The Fall of the Aztecs
Cortés was also helped by the Aztecs’ 

belief that a light-skinned god would one 
day return to rule them. Motecuhzoma 
(moh•tay•kwah•SOH•mah), the Aztec 
emperor, thought that Cortés might be 
this god. He welcomed Cortés, but this 
peace did not last very long.

Cortés took Motecuhzoma prisoner, 
and fighting broke out between the 
Spanish and the Aztecs. The Aztecs were 
strong fighters, but they did not have 
horses or guns like the Spanish. Many 
Aztecs died in battles, but most died from 
diseases carried by the soldiers. By 1521, 
Cortés had conquered the Aztecs. On the 
ruins of Tenochtitlán, the Spanish built 
Mexico City. The city became the capital 
of Spain’s new empire in the Americas.

The Seven Cities of Gold
After Cortés found gold among the 

Aztecs, the Spanish went on looking for 
more riches. Spanish leaders in Mexico 
City heard a Native American story about 
seven cities of gold. They sent a priest 
named Marcos de Niza (day NEE•sah) 
on an expedition. De Niza took along 
an enslaved African named Estevanico 
(es•tay•vahn•EE•koh), who knew about 
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the region. During the expedi tion, 
Estevanico was killed. De Niza, however, 
returned and said he had seen a golden 
city.

Coronado in the Southwest
Francisco Vásquez de Coronado 

(kawr•oh•NAH•doh) heard Marcos de 
Niza’s story. In 1540, he set out with 
about 300 soldiers, several enslaved 
Africans, and more than 1,000 enslaved 
Native Americans to find the golden 

cities. Coronado explored lands in what 
is now the southwestern United States. 
In all his travels, he never found any 
gold. Coronado brought no riches back to 
Mexico City, but he had claimed lands for 
Spain. The Spanish lands that included 
what are today Mexico, the southwestern 
United States, and Florida became known 
as New Spain.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
What was the aim of Coronado’s expedition? 

MOVEMENT Which conquistador crossed the Mississippi River?

Cortés CoronadoDe SotoPonce de León Cabrillo
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Expeditions Continue
More conquistadors wanted to explore 

the Americas. They came to the Americas 
to claim land and find gold.

Pizarro and the Incas
Francisco Pizarro was a Spanish 

conquistador. In 1531, he led 180 sol-
diers on an expedition into the western 
coast of South America. There, he and his 
soldiers met with people from the Inca 
Empire, which was led by Atahuallpa 
(ah•tah•WAHL•pah).

A priest traveling with Pizarro told the 
Inca leader that the Incas had to accept 
Christianity and Spanish rule. Atahuallpa 
said no, and Pizarro and his soldiers 
attacked the Incas.

The Spanish took Atahuallpa prisoner, 
so the Inca were left without a leader. 
After Atahuallpa’s death, Pizarro traveled 
to Cuzco, the capital of the Inca Empire, 
and took control of the region.

De Soto in the Southeast
Another conquistador named 

Hernando de Soto (day SOH•toh) 
explored the southeastern United States. 
In 1539, he and 600 men sailed from Cuba 
and landed near Tampa Bay. Later, they 
became the first Europeans to see the 
Mississippi River.

De Soto and his soldiers met many 
Native Americans during this expedition. 
These meetings often ended in bloody 
battles. One of the worst battles took 
place against the Mobile tribe in what is 
now the state of Alabama.

In 1542, de Soto died of a fever. Of the 
600 men who started the journey, only 
about 300 survived. De Soto and his men 
claimed the land they explored. Spanish 
claims now covered much of the southern 
half of what is now the United States.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
What part of the present-day United States did 
de Soto explore and claim?

DE SOTO’S EXPEDITION In addition to soldiers, de Soto‘s expedition included 
priests, farmers, and Native American scouts.
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Missionaries to America
While the conquistadors were explor-

ing the Americas, many changes were 
taking place in Europe. Some people 
began to question the power of the 
Catholic Church. At the time, the Church 
forced people to follow its rules and to 
pay taxes. It even had its own courts. The 
courts could punish people for disagree-
ing with Church laws.

Religious Reforms
In 1517, a German priest named 

Martin Luther began to call openly for 
reforms, or changes, in the Catholic 
Church. This period of reforms is called 
the Reformation. Luther was forced out 
of the Church, but he gained many sup-
porters. Those who protested the actions 
of Catholic leaders became known as 

Protestants. They began new churches, 
including the Lutheran Church.

As a result, the Catholic Church made 
some changes. It also tried to keep its 
power through efforts now called the 
Counter-Reformation. The Church 
banned books that went against its 
teachings. People who protested Catholic 
laws were punished in Church courts.

During the Counter-Reformation, 
the Catholic Church worked on spreading 
its power to the Americas. Church lead-
ers wanted to gain new followers. They 
also wanted to share in the wealth of the 
lands claimed by European countries. To 
do this, the Church sent religious teach-
ers, or missionaries, to convert Native 
Americans to the Catholic Church.

Soon after coming to the Americas, 
missionaries held ceremonies to make 
Native Americans they met Catholic. 
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Summary

Spanish conquistadors such as Juan 
Ponce de León, Hernando Cortés, 
Francisco Coronado, Francisco Pizarro, 
and Hernando de Soto explored and 
claimed large areas of the Americas for 
Spain. Missionaries brought Catholic 
beliefs to Native Americans.

It was not until later that the mission-
aries actually started teach ing them 
about Catholic beliefs. Some mission-
aries forced Native Americans to 
become Catholic and also enslaved 
them. Many Native Americans fought 
to hold on to their beliefs, but others 
were forced to change how they lived 
and worshipped.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
What was the main result of the Counter-
Reformation in the Americas?

MISSIONARIES Saint Ignatius founded the Jesuits, 
a Catholic group that did missionary work. 

1. WHAT TO KNOW Why did the Spanish 
explore and conquer large areas of the 
Americas?

2. VOCABULARY Describe the effects of the 
Counter-Reformation on the Americas.

3. GEOGRAPHY What lands in the Americas 
made up the Spanish empire known as 
New Spain?

4. CRITICAL THINKING What were some 
effects of Spanish exploration of the 
Americas?

5. WRITE A JOURNAL Imagine 
that you are traveling with one of 

the explorers discussed in this lesson. 
Write a journal entry describing the 
places you have been.

6. 
Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.

The Spanish explored and built settlements in the 
Americas. 
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Died
1503 1539

Born?

1528  Estevanico 
journeys to
Florida

1539  Estevanico is killed
on an expedition to find 
the Seven Cities of Gold

Died
1539

1528  Estevanico 
journeys to
Florida

1539  Estevanico is killed
on an expedition to find 
the Seven Cities of Gold

Estevanico
Estevanico was not a Spaniard. He was an African who 

had been sold into slavery. He never led an expedition, but 
he may have walked across more of North America than any 
other explorer of his time.

Estevanico and his owner first joined an expedition to 
Florida. Later, they made their way to Mexico City. In Mexico 
City, a Spanish commander chose Estevanico to look for the 
Seven Cities of Gold. The commander must have trusted that 
Estevanico had the ability to survive in the wilderness. He 
also trusted Estevanico to return and to give a true report.

Estevanico was not an explorer by choice. As an enslaved 
person, he had to go where his owner sent him. But he had 
much freedom in the wilderness. He had learned how to 
use plants to cure some illnesses. Many Native Americans 
thought of him as a medicine man.

Estevanico did not survive his journey to find the 
Seven Cities of Gold. Still, his name is remembered today, 
along with those of other explorers who traveled through 
North America.

Why 
Character 

Counts
How did 

Estevanico’s actions 
show that he was 
trustworthy?

For more resources, go to
www.harcourtschool.com/ss1
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Why It Matters An elevation map can help you understand what 
a place looks like—whether it has mountains or is lowland. 

The elevation (eh•luh•VAY•shuhn), or height, of the land is 
measured from sea level. The elevation of land at sea level is 
0 feet. Find sea level on Drawing A. The lines on this drawing of 
a mountain are contour lines. A contour line connects all points 
of equal elevation. The contour line labeled 1,640 feet connects 
all points on the mountain that are 1,640 feet above sea level.

Drawing B shows the mountain as you would see it from 
above. The contour lines are closer together on the steeper side.

On Drawing C, color is added between the contour lines. The 
key shows the range of elevation that each color stands for. For 
example, the key shows that the elevation of every place in 
green is between sea level and 330 feet.

Use an Elevation Map

Map and Globe Skills
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The map above also uses color to show elevation. The map 
key tells you what elevation each color represents. Use the map 
and the map key to answer the questions below.

1 What is the elevation of the land de Soto reached as he 
passed through the Appalachian Mountains?

2 What is the elevation where the Mobile lived?

3 What is the elevation of the land that de Soto passed through 
after crossing the Arkansas River?

Use the map to plan a route for de Soto that might have taken 
him along an easier way through the areas he explored.

 For online activities, go to www.harcourtschool.com/ss1
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1400 1650

1524
Verrazano 
searches for the 
Northwest Passage

1610
Hudson explores
Hudson Bay

1534
Cartier begins 
to explore the
St. Lawrence River

Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
Why did other Europeans 

explore North America, and 
what did they find?

VOCABULARY
Northwest Passage p. 139

mutiny p. 143

PEOPLE
Giovanni da Verrazano
Jacques Cartier
Henry Hudson

PLACES
St. Lawrence River
the Netherlands
Hudson Bay

Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA 
AND DETAILS

Other Nations 
Explore

The year is 1609. You are a member of the 

Lenni Lenape (LEH•nee LEH•nuh•pee) tribe 

living on the island your people call Mannahatta. 

Your father tells you that a few days earlier, scouts 

from your village saw a huge boat on the river. 

The scouts reported that the men on the boat wore 

strange coverings. Some people in your village seem 

eager to talk with the newcomers. You hope they are 

peaceful.

 HENRY HUDSON 
arrived in what is now 
New York in 1609.
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The Northwest Passage
By the early 1500s, Spain ruled over a 

large and very rich empire. Spanish ships 
returned from the Americas with treasure 
chests full of gold and silver. New expe-
ditions also added to Spain’s growing 
land claims. The rulers of other European 
countries still wanted to find a shortcut 
to Asia so that they too could gain wealth 
and power.

Searching for a New Route
The route followed by Magellan’s expe-

dition around South America to Asia was 
long and dangerous. Many people 

thought that Asia might be reached 
more easily by sailing through or around 
North America. This belief led explor-
ers to search for a route they called the 
Northwest Passage.

The first country to find this waterway 
would control an important new trade 
route between Europe and Asia and gain 
great riches. Some European countries 
sent explorers to look for the Northwest 
Passage. The search began in the 1500s 
and lasted for hundreds of years.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
Why did European explorers want to find the 
Northwest Passage?

 THE NORTHWEST PASSAGE For hundreds of years, European explorers 
searched for the Northwest Passage.

Chapter 3 ■ 139
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shortcut to Asia that would bring wealth and 
power.
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Verrazano and Cartier
The French king, Francis I, was one of 

the many European rulers who wanted 
to find the Northwest Passage through 
North America. In 1524, he sent an Italian 
sailor, Giovanni da Verrazano, to find it.

The French in North America
Verrazano set sail in January 1524. He 

landed on the coast of what is now North 
Carolina in early March. Verrazano then 
sailed farther north along the Atlantic 
coast. He sailed into several bays and 
rivers, searching for a waterway that 
led to Asia. Along his route, Verrazano 
met different Native American tribes. 
He could not speak their languages. He 
wrote that some tribes were friendly, but 
others were not.

Verrazano did not sail any farther 
north than Newfoundland. He wrote:

“My intention [aim] on this voyage 
was to reach Cathay and the extreme 

eastern coast of Asia, but I did not 
expect to find such an obstacle of 

new land as I have found.”
Verrazano made two more voyages to 

the Americas to try to find a water route 
to Asia. On these trips, he searched the 
coastlines of North America and South 
America but still found no passage.

In 1534, King Francis sent the French 
navigator Jacques Cartier (ZHAHK 
kar•TYAY) to look for the Northwest 
Passage. The king also told Cartier to 
search for gold. Between 1534 and 1541, 
Cartier made three trips to North 
America. On his first trip, he reached 
the mouth of the St. Lawrence River. 
Cartier claimed all the land around it 
for France.
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JACQUES CARTIER reported seeing many beavers 
and otters along the St. Lawrence River. This 
interested traders in Europe, where they could sell 
furs for high prices. 
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In 1541, Cartier visited the St. Lawrence 
River again but was never able to find 
the Northwest Passage. In search of gold, 
he sailed up the river past what is now 
Quebec. Finding nothing, he returned to 
France. However, Europeans knew more 
about North America because of Cartier’s 
voyages.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
What were the aims of Cartier’s expeditions?

When Cartier left North America to return 
to France, he took a supply of corn that 
the Iroquoian people had given him. Many 
Europeans had never seen corn before.

Cartier traveled up the St. Lawrence 
River on his second voyage. During the 
trip, he wrote that he saw “fish in appear-
ance like horses.” These were not really 
fish, but walruses. The expedition inland 
went as far as what is now Montreal. 
Instead of reaching the Pacific, however, 
Cartier reached a barrier  — river rapids. 
His boat could not pass the fast-moving 
water, and he had to turn back.
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Exploring North America

 1524
Giovanni da Verrazano 
explores what is now New 
York Bay

 1535
Jacques Cartier explores 
what is now Canada

 1609
Henry Hudson meets with 
Native Americans in what 
is now New York

162015701520

Hudson’s Voyages
By the 1600s, exploration was big 

business. Kings and queens were no 
longer the only ones paying for expedi-
tions. European trading companies also 
began sending explorers to look for the 
Northwest Passage. Their goal was to set 
up trade routes.

An English explorer named Henry 
Hudson made four voyages in search 
of the Northwest Passage. A company 
in England paid for his first two expedi-
tions. In 1608, on his first voyage, Hudson 
reached an island east of Greenland. 
He then sailed farther north through 
the Arctic Ocean but failed to find the 
Northwest Passage.

The Dutch East India Company paid 
for Hudson’s third voyage. The company 
was located in Holland, also called the 
Netherlands. The people of this country 
are known as the Dutch. On this voyage, 
Hudson spent a month exploring a river 
in what is now New York. He named 
the river after himself and claimed the 
entire Hudson River valley for the Dutch 
rulers.

A Voyage Ends in Mutiny
In 1610, an English company paid for 

Hudson’s last voyage. He sailed along 
the northern coast of North America 
to the bay that also carries his name, 
Hudson Bay. Hudson claimed the land 
around it for England. He spent three 
months exploring the huge bay, located in 

TIME LINE It took several hundred years for Europeans to explore all of 
North America. Did Cartier explore what is now Canada before or after 
Hudson explored New York?
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Summary

east-central Canada, north of present-day 
Ontario and west of Quebec.

By November, Hudson’s ship was 
frozen in the ice. After a cold winter and 
much suffering, his crew mutinied, or 
rebelled. They set Hudson and eight 
others adrift in a small boat. Hudson and 
the men were never seen again.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
For what two countries did Hudson claim land?

Explorers of North America hoped 
to find both riches and the Northwest 
Passage to Asia. Cartier and Hudson 
claimed lands for the countries that sent 
them. However, none of the explorers 
found the Northwest Passage.

1. WHAT TO KNOW Why did other Europeans 
explore North America, and what did 
they find?

2. VOCABULARY Use the word mutiny 
to describe the last voyage of Henry 
Hudson.

3. HISTORY Why did some trading 
companies send explorers to North 
America?

4. CRITICAL THINKING What were the costs 
and benefits of Hudson’s expeditions?

5. WRITE A SCENE Pick a European 
explorer and write a scene about 

their contact with Native Americans.

6. 
Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.

HENRY HUDSON lands on the coast of 
North America.

Verrazano 
could not speak 
Native American 
languages.

Cartier’s boat 
could not pass 
rapids.

Hudson’s crew 
mutinied.
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1400 1500

Visual Summary

Chapter Review

Focus
Skill Main Idea and Details Complete this graphic organizer to 

show that you understand the main idea and some supporting 
details about European explorations of the Americas.

Vocabulary

Identify the term from the word bank that 
correctly matches each definition.

 1. a sum of money given for a specific 
purpose

 2. a trip taken with the goal of exploring

 3. an agreement between two or more 
countries

 4. to rebel against the leader of one’s 
group

 5. a person who sets up and runs a 
business

 6. the scientific knowledge or tools to make or 
do something

 7. a change

 8. a Spanish conqueror in the Americas

1492
Columbus lands 
at San Salvador

1513
Balboa 
sights the 
Pacific 
Ocean

Europeans explored and claimed lands in the Americas.

Word Bank 
technology, p. 111

expedition, p. 112

entrepreneur, p. 114

treaty, p. 125

grant, p. 129

conquistador, p. 129

reform, p. 133

mutiny, p. 143

Summarize the Chapter
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1600 1700

1539
De Soto begins 
exploring the 
Southeast

1610
Hudson explores 
the Atlantic 
coast

Time Line

Use the chapter summary time line above to 
answer these questions.

 9. How many years after Columbus reached 
San Salvador did Balboa see the Pacific?

 10. Did Hudson’s expedition take place before 
or after de Soto’s?

Facts and Main Ideas

Answer these questions.

 11. What group of Europeans explored 
North America about A.D. 1000?

 12. How was Columbus mistaken about the 
lands he claimed for Spain?

 13. What problems did Magellan’s crew face on 
their trip around the world?

14. Which Spanish explorer conquered the Aztec 
Empire in Mexico? the Inca Empire in Peru?

Write the letter of the best choice.

 15. Who was the first European explorer to explore 
land that became part of the United States?

 A Christopher Columbus
 B Juan Ponce de León
 C Giovanni da Verrazano
 D Amerigo Vespucci

 16. What was Coronado searching for?
 A the Northwest Passage
 B the Seven Cities of Gold
 C the Fountain of Youth
 D the Indies

Critical Thinking

 17. How did the Spanish Reconquista affect 
Columbus’s expedition?

 18. What were some of the costs and benefits of 
expeditions for explorers and sponsors?

 19. How did trade and technology play an 
important role in the growth of exploration?

Skills

Use an Elevation Map

 20. Look at the map on page 137. What is the 
elevation of the land where de Soto turned 
toward the Gulf of Mexico?

 21. What is the elevation where the Timucua 
people lived?

 22. What is the elevation at the Ozark Plateau?

Write a Persuasive Letter Imagine 
 that you are an explorer. Write a let-
ter to persuade a king or queen to pay for 
your expedition. Be sure to describe the 
benefits your expedition will deliver and the 
obstacles you will face.

Write a Report Write a report 
 about the Northwest Passage. Explain 
what it was and why Europeans hoped to 
find it. Also describe Henry Hudson and 
some of the other explorers who searched 
for it.
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Building the First Colonies

K—What I Know W—What I Want 
to Learn

L—What I Learned

•  People from Spain 
built settlements.

•

•  How did they build 
settlements?

•

• 

•  

USE A K-W-L CHART
A K-W-L chart helps you focus on what you already 
know about a topic and what you want to learn.

■  Use the K column to list what you know about a topic.

■  Use the W column to list what you want to learn.

■  Use the L column to list what you have learned about the topic 
from your reading.

mission p. 151plantation p. 150

PREVIEW VOCABULARY 

presidio p. 151
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CHAPTER

 JAMESTOWN NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE IN VIRGINIA

Building the
First Colonies
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1565
St. Augustine
is built

1535
New Spain
is formed
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Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
Why did Spain set up 

colonies in North America?

VOCABULARY
colony p. 149

plantation p. 150

slavery p. 150

borderlands p. 151

presidio p. 151

mission p. 151

hacienda p. 152

PEOPLE
Bartolomé de Las Casas
Pedro Menéndez de Avilés

PLACES
New Spain
Mexico City
St. Augustine
Santa Fe

Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA 
AND DETAILS

The Spanish 
Colonies

For many days now, warriors from your 

Hopi village have been watching the actions 

of the newcomers. You have heard stories about how 

they ride animals much larger than wolves. You have 

also heard that sometimes when they arrive in a new 

place a sickness sweeps across the land.

You see one of the warriors making an arrowhead. 

“Are we going to war?” you ask. “We shall see,” he 

says. “But we must be prepared.”
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New Spain
By the 1500s, several European nations, 

including Spain, had sent explorers to 
claim land in the Americas. Most explor-
ers stepped onto a beach and claimed 
the land for hundreds of miles around. 
They knew little about the lands they 
were claiming. After claiming the lands, 
these explorers moved on. No one stayed 
behind to protect the claims.

Competing Claims
The European countries were compet-

ing with each other to win control of as 
much of the Americas as possible. Often 
more than one country claimed the same 
land. Native Americans already lived in 

most places the explorers claimed. 
Usually, no one paid attention to 

anyone else’s rights or claims.

Spain had already claimed large parts 
of the Americas. However, Spain learned 
that claiming land was not the same as 
controlling it. Spain came to understand 
that it needed to protect its lands in the 
Americas from other European nations. 
Spain also tried to overpower Native 
American tribes and take their lands.

Spain formed colonies to protect its 
lands and to govern the people there. 
A colony is a land ruled by another 
country. The colony of New Spain was 
formed in 1535, with most of its land in 
Mexico and its capital in Mexico City. 
New Spain also included many islands in 
the Caribbean Sea and the Spanish lands 
north of what is now Panama.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
How did Spain protect its claims in the 
Americas?

SPANISH FORTS Spain built forts to protect its claims to 
land in North America.

  149

 It formed colonies.
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Slavery in the Americas
At first, very few Europeans settled in 

the Americas. After more gold and silver 
were found, many more colonists came. 
They hoped to get rich. Others came 
to start large farms, called plantations. 
By 1550, there were about 100,000 Spanish 
colonists spread across the Americas. To 
the south of New Spain, Portugal formed 
the colony of Brazil.

The Growth of Slavery
Both Spain and Portugal needed many 

workers to grow crops and to mine 
gold and silver. They forced the Native 
Americans they had conquered into 
slavery. Slavery is the practice of holding 
people against their will and making 
them work without pay. Many thousands 
of Native Americans died from hunger 
and the work they did. Thousands more 

died from diseases that settlers brought 
with them from Europe. Diseases such 
as measles, smallpox, and influenza 
sometimes killed whole tribes.

Some colonists became concerned 
about how the Native Americans 
were being treated. One such colo-
nist was Bartolomé de Las Casas 
(bar•toh•loh•MAY day lahs KAH•sahs). 
Las Casas was a landowner who later 
became a priest. He freed his enslaved 
workers and spoke out in favor of better 
treatment of Native Americans.

As more Native Americans died, the 
colonists began to capture Africans to be 
enslaved workers. Most of these Africans 
were taken to Brazil or the Caribbean 
Islands. Soon enslaved Africans were also 
working under terrible conditions.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
How did slavery develop in the Americas?

SUGAR MILLS Enslaved Africans were forced to work in sugar 
mills in the Portuguese colony of Brazil.
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At first, Native Americans were used as 
enslaved workers, and many died. 
Then colonists used enslaved 
Africans.
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Settling the Borderlands
Spain also wanted to protect its lands 

north of Mexico City. These lands on 
the edge of Spain’s claims were called 
borderlands. The borderlands included 
parts of what are today northern Mexico 
and the southern United States, from 
Florida to California.

St. Augustine and Santa Fe
Spanish soldiers led the way, build-

ing presidios (pray•SEE•dee•ohz), or 
forts, in the borderlands. In 1565, Pedro 
Menéndez de Avilés (may•NAYN•days 
day ah•vee•LAYS) and 1,500 soldiers, sail-
ors, and settlers sailed from Spain. The 
same year they reached the area that is 
now St. Augustine, Florida. There they 

built the first permanent, or long-lasting, 
European settlement in what is now the 
United States.

Spain’s main goal in settling the bor-
derlands was to protect its empire. The 
Spanish king chose leaders to govern 
each new settlement. Settlers in the new 
colonies did not have the right to elect 
their own leaders. The king also sent 
missionaries to convert Native Americans 
to Christianity.

The missionaries built religious settle-
ments called missions in many areas 
of the southern half of North America. 
In 1610, Spanish missionaries helped 
settle Santa Fe, the capital of the New 
Mexico Colony. In such places, missionar-
ies and Native Americans lived very near 
each other.

LOCATION Over time, New Spain’s missions and borders spread northward. 
El Camino Real (el kah•MEE•noh ray•AHL), or “The Royal Road,” connected 

many settlements to Mexico City. Which settlement was farthest north?
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Summary

= 250,000 people= 500,000 people

POPULATIONYEAR

Europeans in the
Western Hemisphere, 1550 –1750

1550

1750

1650

Life in the Borderlands
At first, some Native Americans 

chose to stay at the missions. There they 
learned new ways of living and working. 
However, many Native Americans were 
forced to work on mission farms and 
ranches. Some fought back, tearing down 
churches and other mission buildings.

Some settlers in the borderlands held 
much land. Some built large homes or 
estates called haciendas (ah•see•EN•dahs), 
where they often raised cattle and sheep. 
The Spanish—and the animals they 
brought with them—changed life for many 
Native Americans. Horses, long extinct in 
the Americas, once again roamed the land. 
Some Native American tribes learned to 
tame horses for use in hunting and in war. 
Some learned to raise sheep and to use 
their wool to make clothing.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
How did new animals change Native American 
life?

1. WHAT TO KNOW Why did Spain set up 
colonies in North America?

2. VOCABULARY Write a sentence using the 
terms hacienda and mission to describe 
life on the borderlands.

3. HISTORY What role did religion play in 
Spanish settlements?

4. CRITICAL THINKING Why would it be 
important to Spain to build different 
kinds of settlements in the borderlands?

5. WRITE A REPORT Research and write 
a short report about why Spain set 

up missions.

6. 
Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.

In the 1500s, explorers often paid no 
attention to other countries’ claims to 
lands. Spain tried to hold on to its claims 
by setting up colonies. The Spanish 
needed workers, so they enslaved Native 
Americans and Africans.

GRAPH About how many Europeans lived in the 
Western Hemisphere in 1550?

The Spanish built different kinds of settlements for 
different reasons.
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1484 1566

Born Died

1512  Las Casas 
becomes a priest

1550  Las Casas 
publishes In Defense
of the Indians

1566

Died

1550  Las Casas 
publishes In Defense
of the Indians

Bartolomé de 
Las Casas

“For all the peoples of the world are . . . rational 
beings. All possess understanding. . . .”

Bartolomé de Las Casas was one of the first Europeans 
to try to better the lives of Native Americans. He arrived 
from Spain on the island of Hispaniola in 1502, and started 
a plantation. At first, he used enslaved Native Americans as 
workers. He soon came to understand that slavery and the 
harsh treatment of Native Americans were wrong.

In 1509, Las Casas freed the Native Americans he 
had enslaved and began to work for better treatment of 
Native Americans. In 1512, he became a Catholic priest. 
Later, he wrote letters and essays that questioned the 
enslavement of Native Americans. He also served as a 
missionary to the Taino people of Cuba.

Las Casas spoke out so strongly for Native Americans that 
in 1550, King Charles I of Spain ruled that the Spanish could 
no longer enslave Native Americans. But this order was not 
always followed. Las Casas kept working to better the lives of 
Native Americans until his death in Madrid, Spain, in 1566.

For more resources, go to
www.harcourtschool.com/ss1

Why 
Character 

Counts
In what ways 

did Bartolomé de 
Las Casas take 
responsibility for 
the treatment of 
Native Americans?
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1450 1750

1619
The first Africans
arrive in Virginia

1585
The first colonists
arrive at Roanoke

1607
The Jamestown
settlement is started

Lesson

The Virginia 
Colony

“We’re getting off here!” your friend shouts. 

The year is 1587. You and 116 other settlers 

are on ships off the coast of Roanoke Island, in 

present-day North Carolina.

Earlier settlers had built homes and a fort on 

Roanoke, but they didn’t like the island. They all 

went home to England. “Maybe we’ll be able to use 

the houses they left behind,” you say. Still, you do 

not have a very good feeling 

about this place. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH I wanted an 
English colony in North America.

WHAT TO KNOW
Why did English settlers 

come to North America, and 
where did they settle first?

VOCABULARY
raw material p. 155

stock p. 155

cash crop p. 157

profit p. 157

indentured servant p. 157

legislature p. 157

represent p. 158

royal colony p. 158

PEOPLE
Queen Elizabeth I
Walter Raleigh
John White
John Smith
Pocahontas
John Rolfe

PLACES
Roanoke Island
Jamestown

Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA 
AND DETAILS
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England Attempts 
a Colony

England saw that Spain had grown 
rich from its colonies. England’s rul-
ers now wanted their own colonies in 
the Americas. They knew they would 
benefit from the lumber and other raw 
materials the colonies would provide. 
A raw material is a resource that can be 
used to make a product.

The Lost Colony
In 1584, England’s Queen Elizabeth I 

chose Walter Raleigh (RAW•lee) to set up 
a colony in North America. A year later, 
Raleigh sent John White and about 100 
colonists to Roanoke Island, in an area 
Raleigh named Virginia. These colonists 
did not stay long. They ran low on food 
and returned to England.

John White led another group of set-
tlers to Roanoke Island in 1587. After a 
time, White sailed back to England to get 
more supplies. When he returned—three 
years later—all the settlers were gone! 
What happened there is still a mystery. 
Roanoke is known as the Lost Colony.

The Virginia Company
In the early 1600s, a group of English 

merchants wanted to try again to start 
a colony in Virginia. With the approval 
of King James I, they set up the Virginia 
Company. In return for money that the 
merchants had given to set up the com-
pany, each owner received stock in the 
company. Stock is part ownership in 
a business.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
Why did England’s rulers want to start colonies 
in North America?

THE LOST COLONY When John White returned to Roanoke Island, he found that 
the word Croatoan, the name of a local Native American tribe, had been carved 
into a post.
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Jamestown
In 1607, three ships sent by the Virginia 

Company sailed into the deep bay now 
called the Chesapeake. The 105 colonists 
aboard sailed up a river they named 
the James, in honor of their king. Along 
the shore, they built the settlement of 
Jamestown.

England’s First Permanent Colony
Jamestown was a poor choice for a set-

tlement. The swampy land was not good 
for farming. The colonists had no interest 
in farming anyway. Most came to Virginia 
to find gold and get rich. No one both-
ered to plant or gather food. More than 
half the colonists died the first year.

Jamestown might have failed without 
Captain John Smith. As the leader of 
Jamestown, Smith made an important 

rule  —anyone who did not work did not 
eat. The colonists were soon busy plant-
ing crops and building a fort.

The Powhatan Confederacy
Most of the Native Americans living 

in Virginia at this time belonged to the 
Powhatan (POW•uh•tan) Confederacy. Its 
tribes were united under one main chief. 
Colonists gave the name Powhatan to all 
the tribes as well as to the chief.

From the start, there was trouble 
between the Powhatan and the colo-
nists, as hungry colonists often stole the 
tribes’ crops. Chief Powhatan’s daugh-
ter Pocahontas (poh•kuh•HAHN•tuhs) 
helped bring about a short time of peace 
between the groups. During this time, 
both groups cooperated by trading goods. 

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
How did John Smith help save Jamestown?

JAMESTOWN For one year, John Smith (left) served as the leader of Jamestown. 
Today, a reconstruction of Jamestown (above) stands near the original site.
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AFRICANS ARRIVE IN JAMESTOWN Dutch traders sold Africans 
as enslaved workers.

Growth and Government
For all of its troubles, Jamestown grew. 

A leader named John Rolfe brought 
tobacco plants from the West Indies to the 
colony. The colonists were soon growing 
tobacco as a cash crop—a crop that peo-
ple grow to sell. The Virginia Company 
sold tobacco all over Europe and made 
huge profits. A profit is the money left 
over after all costs have been paid.

Newcomers Arrive
Growing tobacco required many work-

ers. The Virginia Company paid for 
people’s passages, or trips, to Virginia. 
In return, the people agreed to work 
without pay for a length of time. These 
workers were called indentured servants. 
They usually worked from four to seven 
years. After that time, they were freed.

In 1619, the first Africans were brought 
to Jamestown. No one knows whether 
they were treated as indentured servants 
or as enslaved people. Over time, more 
Africans were brought to the colony. 
They came as enslaved workers. Unlike 
indentured servants, they were rarely 
freed. Their hard work helped Virginia 
prosper.

The House of Burgesses
By 1619, the Virginia Colony had 

more than 1,000 people. Laws were 
needed to keep order. The Virginia 
Company said the colonists could have 
the same rights as people living in 
England. So colonists chose to set up a 
legislature, or lawmaking branch of the 
government.

Virginia’s legislature, the House of 
Burgesses (BER•juhs•iz), met in 1619. 
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Summary

It was the first representative assembly 
in the English colonies. Now some colo-
nists could elect members to represent, or 
speak for, them in the government.

Only men who owned property could 
become members and vote in the House 
of Burgesses. Women, indentured ser-
vants, and enslaved people were not 
allowed to hold office or to vote.

The Powhatan Wars
As more colonists came to Virginia, 

they took over more Powhatan land. In 
1622, the Powhatan fought back. This 
started years of fighting. The Powhatan 
Wars led King James I to make Virginia 
a royal colony in 1624. This meant that 
the king owned the colony. To help run 
the colony, the king picked a governor, 
who shared power with the House of 
Burgesses.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
What cash crop helped Virginia grow?

Starting in the 1580s, England set up 
colonies in North America. The Virginia 
Colony developed slowly. As the colony 
grew, slavery was introduced and the 
Powhatan Wars were fought.

1. WHAT TO KNOW  Why did English settlers 
come to North America, and where did 
they settle first?

2. VOCABULARY Use the term royal colony in 
a sentence about Virginia.

3. GOVERNMENT What was the job of the 
House of Burgesses?

4. CRITICAL THINKING How did enslaved 
workers help the Virginia Colony 
succeed?

5. CONSTRUCT A TIME LINE Make a time 
 line showing the important events 
in Jamestown’s history and how they are 
related.

6. 
Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.

POWHATAN WARS The Powhatan tried to defend 
their lands against colonists.

The population 
of Virginia 
grew.

People wanted 
laws to keep 
order.

The Virginia 
Company gave 
some colonists 
rights.

158 ■ Unit 2

tobacco

SXENL07ASECX_U2C4L2.indd   158SXENL07ASECX_U2C4L2.indd   158 2/4/06   10:05:07 AM2/4/06   10:05:07 AM



Died
1595 1617

Born?

1607  Pocahontas 
meets English
settlers

1614  Pocahontas
marries John Rolfe

Died
1617

1614  Pocahontas
marries John Rolfe

Pocahontas
The name Pocahontas means “Playful One” in the 

Algonquian language. Pocahontas was the daughter of the 
powerful Chief Powhatan. She was about 12 years old when 
the first English settlers arrived at Jamestown.

In 1607, members of the Powhatan tribe captured John 
Smith and took him to Chief Powhatan. Smith believed that 
he was going to be killed, but Pocahontas kept him from 
being harmed. This famous event was probably just acted 
out as a ceremony, but no one is sure.

Pocahontas’s friendship with the settlers helped bring 
about a peace between her people and the English. She 
convinced the English to release Powhatan prisoners and 
stopped Powhatan warriors from attacking the English. This 
time of cooperation did not last long, however. In 1613, an 
English settler kidnapped Pocahontas, hoping her father 
would pay for her freedom.

While she was held by the English, Pocahontas met John 
Rolfe. They were married in 1614. In 1616, Pocahontas, Rolfe, 
and their baby son, Thomas, went to England. Later, on the 
way home to Virginia, Pocahontas died. She was only about 
22 years old when she died, but the story of her life is still 
told in books and art.

Why 
Character 

Counts
How did 

Pocahontas’s 
actions show she 
cared for others?

For more resources, go to
www.harcourtschool.com/ss1
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Why It Matters To know what really happened in the past, you 
need to find evidence. You can do this by studying and compar-
ing primary and secondary sources.

Primary sources are the records and artifacts made by people 
who saw or took part in an event. These people may have writ-
ten down their thoughts in a journal, letter, or poem. They 
may have taken a photograph or painted a picture. A primary 
source gives people of today a direct link to a past event.

A secondary source is a record of an event made by 
someone who was not there at the time. It is not a direct link 
to an event. If someone who only heard or read about an 
event writes a newspaper story or a book, that is a 
secondary source.

Sometimes a source can be either primary or 
secondary. A newspaper story written by a reporter 
who saw an event is a primary source. A newspaper 
story written by a reporter who heard about the event 

from an eyewitness is a secondary source.

Compare Primary and 
Secondary Sources

Critical Thinking Skills

This title page of a book by John Smith 
, coins found at Jamestown , and 

John White’s drawing of an Algonquian 
Indian  are primary sources.
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Look at the photographs on pages 160 and 161 of objects 
and printed materials that give information about the Virginia 
Colony. Use them to answer these questions.

1  How are items C and E alike and different?

2  What kind of information might be found in item A but not 
in item F?

3  How might secondary sources such as D and F also be 
primary sources?

Look through your textbook for examples of primary and 
secondary sources. Explain to a classmate what makes each 
source a primary source or a secondary source.

This Jamestown website , the photograph of 
reenactors making a dugout canoe , and this recent 
book about Jamestown  are secondary sources.
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1400 1650

1620
The Mayflower 
lands at Plymouth

1630
About 300 colonists
live in Plymouth

Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
Why did the English 

settle in New England?

VOCABULARY
pilgrim p. 163

compact p. 164

self-government p. 164

majority rule p. 164

PEOPLE
King Henry VIII
William Bradford
Samoset
Tisquantum

PLACES
Plymouth

Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA 
AND DETAILS

The Plymouth 
Colony

You are sitting below deck on a ship called 

the Mayflower. You have barely enough light 

to see. The air is so stale that you wish you didn’t 

have to breathe. The ship is rising and falling with the 

waves, but you’re getting used to that. Your mother 

brings your dinner—dry bread, cold dried meat, and 

an onion.

You’ve been living like this for two months. 

America will have to be a 

wonderful place, you think, to 

make up for this awful trip.
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The Pilgrims’ Journey
John Smith left Jamestown and in 1614 

explored north along the Atlantic coast. 
He made a map of the northern area 
he visited. He also named the region 
New England and wrote a book called 
A Description of New England. Today, the 
region includes six states—Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, 
New Hampshire, and Maine.

Seeking Religious Freedom
Many people in England read Smith’s 

book. It made them think about build-
ing new communities in the region he 
described. Some people wanted to move 
there to make money. Others wanted to 
move there for religious reasons.

Years earlier, King Henry VIII had 
banned the Catholic Church in England 
and replaced it with the Church of 
England. Everyone in England had to 
belong to the Church of England, and 
those who chose not to were punished.

Hoping to follow their own religious 
beliefs, one group of English people had 
moved to the Netherlands. They came 
to be known as Pilgrims. A pilgrim is a 
person who makes a journey for religious 
reasons.

The Pilgrims had religious freedom 
in the Netherlands, but they did not like 
the Dutch way of life. They wanted to 
build a society where everyone shared 
the same religious beliefs. In North 
America, they would get their chance.

The Virginia Company agreed to pay 
the Pilgrims’ passage to North America. 
In return, the Pilgrims would repay the 
company with lumber and furs from their 
new land. On a cold day in September 
1620, they left from England on a ship 
called the Mayflower.

 MAIN 
IDEA AND DETAILS
Why did the Pilgrims 
want to go to North 
America?

BOARDING THE MAYFLOWER In this painting, Pilgrims board rowboats 
to make their way toward the Mayflower.
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The Mayflower Compact
The Mayflower was headed for Virginia, 

but storms blew the ship off course. 
Instead, the Mayflower landed at Cape 
Cod, in what is now Massachusetts.

Self-Government
The settlers arrived in a place with no 

government. To keep order, all the men 
aboard the Mayflower signed a compact, 
or agreement. This document became 
known as the Mayflower Compact. The 
signers agreed that fair laws would be 
made for the good of the colony. They 
promised to obey these laws.

The Mayflower Compact gave those 
who signed it the right to govern them-
selves. At a time when monarchs ruled, 
self-government was a very new idea. 

The Mayflower Compact also included 
the idea of majority rule. If more than 
half the people agreed to a law or a deci-
sion, everyone had to follow it.

The settlers took several weeks to find 
a place for their colony. They chose a site 
on a harbor. Fresh water and good land 
for growing crops were nearby. John 
Smith had named the place Plymouth.

William Bradford, one of Plymouth’s 
early governors, wrote, 

“Being thus arrived in a good 
harbor and brought safe to land, 
they fell upon their knees and 
blessed the God of heaven.”

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
Why was the Mayflower Compact important?

PILGRIMS’ RIGHTS Women were not allowed to sign the Mayflower Compact 
because at this time in history, women had fewer rights than men had.

It gave the Pilgrims the right to govern 
themselves.
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Building a Colony
Although the Plymouth settlers tried 

to make wise decisions, the first winter 
was very hard. It was cold and long. By 
spring, 50 of the 102 settlers had died.

Help from Native Americans
In the spring, the survivors got a very 

welcome surprise when an Abenaki 
Native American named Samoset 
arrived, saying, “Welcome, Englishmen.” 
Samoset had learned English from sailors 
who fished along the Atlantic coast.

Several days later, Samoset returned 
to Plymouth with Tisquantum, or 
Squanto, as the English called him. 
He was a member of the Wampanoag 
(wahm•puh•NOH•ag) tribe and also 
spoke English. Years before, Tisquantum 
had been taken and sold as an enslaved 

worker in Spain. After he escaped, he 
spent several years in England before 
returning home.

Tisquantum showed the Pilgrims where 
to fish and how to plant squash, corn, and 
pumpkins. Because food was scarce, the 
Pilgrims were glad to live in peace with 
the Wampanoag. Both groups benefited 
from their cooperation. The colonists and 
the Native Americans both had valuable 
items that the other group wanted.

Tisquantum helped the colonists trade 
for furs from neighboring tribes. The 
Native Americans were able to trade furs 
for items such as metal goods and cloth. 
Metal goods were very useful to them 
because the metal could be reshaped and 
used to make tools or jewelry.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS 
How did Tisquantum help the Pilgrims?
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How did people share 
news in earlier times? If 
there was important news 
to announce in Plymouth, 
a drummer would call the 
colonists to gather.

He helped colonists trade with other tribes and taught them how to get food.
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Plymouth Grows
When the Plymouth colonists first 

arrived, there was very little food to 
be had. To help, the colony’s leaders 
divided the harvest equally among 
the families. Then, in 1623, the leaders 
decided to divide the land among the 
colonists. The result was that the people 
worked harder.

Growing Prosperity
The Plymouth colonists began to 

prosper from their farming, as well as 
from fishing and fur trading. As new 
colonists came, earlier colonists had extra 

goods ready to trade. However, the num-
ber of people living in Plymouth stayed 
low in its first ten years. By 1630, there 
were only about 300 colonists. 

Trouble Starts
After 1630, other English colonists 

began to settle in different areas of New 
England. Life there began to change. 
Many of the new colonists were not 
friendly toward the Native Americans and 
settled on more of their lands. Some colo-
nists did not see a need to cooperate with 
the Native Americans. As fights broke out 
between the two groups, trade between 
them came to an end.

THE PILGRIMS’ THANKSGIVING This painting was made nearly 300 years after 
the original event. How do you think this artist viewed the event?
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Summary

This made life harder for the colo-
nists and the Native Americans. William 
Bradford had once helped make peace 
with local tribes. He later supported a war 
to push many Native Americans out of 
New England. Such actions also caused 
problems among the tribes. As their home-
lands grew smaller, tribes fought with 
each other for control of hunting grounds.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
Why did the relationship between the Native 
Americans and the colonists change?

The Pilgrims left Europe to establish a 
society based on their religious beliefs. 
When they arrived in Plymouth, the settlers 
wrote the Mayflower Compact to set up self-
government. Early on, Native Americans 
helped the colonists, but when colonists 
moved onto their land, fighting broke out.

1. WHAT TO KNOW Why did the English settle 
in New England?

2. VOCABULARY Write a sentence about 
the Plymouth Colony using the terms 
compact and self-government.

3. HISTORY How did growing troubles 
between English colonists and Native 
Americans change life in New England?

4. CRITICAL THINKING Make It Relevant Do 
you think the ideas of the Mayflower 
Compact are still important to people 
today? Why or why not?

5. WRITE A SPEECH Write a speech 
 that gives reasons why Pilgrims 
should or should not sign the Mayflower 
Compact.

6. 
Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.

PLIMOTH PLANTATION teaches visitors about 
life in the Plymouth Colony. This woman is wearing 
traditional Wampanoag clothing.

The Virginia Company agreed to pay for the Pilgrims’ 
passage to North America.
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Why It Matters Knowing how to solve problems is a skill that 
will help you all your life.

Here are some steps that you can use to help you solve a 
problem.

Step 1 Identify the problem.

Step 2 Gather information.

Step 3 List possible solutions, and consider the advantages and 
disadvantages of each solution.

Step 4 Choose and try the best solution.

Step 5 Determine how to judge if your solution worked. Think 
about how well your solution helped solve the problem.

The Pilgrims were far from home, in a new land with no 
government. There was no one to make laws or keep order.

1 What problem did the Pilgrims have?

2 How might this problem have affected them?

3 What were some possible solutions to their problem?

4 How did the Pilgrims solve their problem?

5 How well did their solution work? What 
advantages do you think self-government 
had over a distant ruler in making laws?

Solve a Problem

Critical Thinking Skills

PILGRIM HAT This beaver-fur hat 
was worn by a settler on the 
Mayflower.
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ART SPEC NUMBER:
SXENL07ASECX_1764A

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. We, whose names are under-

written, the Loyal Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, 

by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, 

Defender of the Faith, &c. Having undertaken for the Glory of God, 

and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour of our 

King and Country, a Voyage to plant the first Colony in the north-

ern Parts of Virginia; Do by these Presents, solemnly and mutually, 

in the Presence of God and one another, covenant and combine our-

selves together into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and 

Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid: And by Virtue 

hereof do enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, 

Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions, and Officers, from time to time, as 

shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general Good of 

the Colony; unto which we promise all due Submission and Obedience.

IN WITNESS whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at 

Cape-Cod the eleventh of November, in the Reign of our Sovereign 

Lord King James, of England, France, and Ireland, the eighteenth, and 

of Scotland the fifty-fourth, Anno Domini; 1620. Cr
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Make It Relevant Identify a problem in your community or 
school. Use the steps shown to write a plan for solving the prob-
lem. What solution did you choose? Why do you think that your 
solution will help solve that problem?
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1400 1650

1626
The Dutch set up
New Amsterdam

1608
Champlain
founds Quebec
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Lesson

WHAT TO KNOW
Why did the French and 

the Dutch set up colonies?

VOCABULARY
demand p. 172

supply p. 172

ally p. 174

proprietary colony p. 176

PEOPLE
Samuel de Champlain
Peter Minuit
Jacques Marquette
Louis Joliet
Sieur de la Salle

PLACES
Quebec
New Netherland
New Amsterdam
New Sweden
New Orleans

Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA 
AND DETAILS

The French 
and the Dutch

The year is 1608, and you’re traveling 

with your father on a trading mission. Your 

people, the Huron, have started trading furs with 

the French.

When you arrive at the trading place, you sit 

quietly and watch. The men use hand signals to 

communicate. When a trade is agreed on, they nod 

their heads. Your father has brought several furs to 

trade, so you expect to take many new things back 

home. You just hope you’ll be able to carry them all!
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New France
While Spain and England were build-

ing colonies in North America, France 
was also claiming land in what are today 
Canada and the northeastern United 
States. French claims to this region, which 
became known as New France, began 
with Jacques Cartier. He explored the St. 
Lawrence River in the early 1500s. He 
also started a trading partnership with 
the Huron people.

French merchants wanted the wealth 
that came from the fur trade. The French 
king wanted to add to his country’s 
power. He pushed merchants to start 
colonies in North America.

Champlain Founds Quebec
In time, a group of merchants hired 

Samuel de Champlain (sham•PLAYN) to 
find a place to build a settlement. In 1608, 
Champlain founded Quebec along the 
St. Lawrence River. Quebec 
was the first French settle-
ment in North America.

In the 1630s, French 
Catholic missionaries 
began arriving in New 
France. These missionar-
ies often lived with Native 
Americans and learned their lan-
guages. The aim of the mission-
aries was to convert the Native 
Americans to the Catholic religion.

Some French fur traders also 
lived with the Native Americans. 

They learned their languages and ways 
of life. Since these traders spent much of 

their time trapping and hunting, they 
did not build many long-lasting 
settlements.

Unlike the Spanish and 
English colonies, New France 
grew slowly. Most French 
people were not interested in 

moving to North America. In 
the 1600s, the French built 

only two main settlements 
in all of North America—
Quebec and Montreal. By 

1625, the population of Quebec had 
grown to only about 60 people.

 MAIN IDEA AND 
DETAILS Why did New France grow 

slowly?
SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN This statue 

of Champlain stands in Canada.

 

MOVEMENT About how far did Champlain 
travel to reach Lake Huron from Montreal?
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New Netherland
Not long after the English started colo-

nies in North America, the Dutch began 
to settle their own colony. They called it 
New Netherland. They built settlements 
along the Hudson River, in parts of what 
are now New York and New Jersey.

The Dutch Fur Trade
The Dutch set up a colony in order to 

profit from the fur trade. The demand, 
or desire, for furs was high. The Dutch 
traded with Native Americans, adding to 
their supply of fur. Supply is the amount 
of a good that is offered for sale. When 
the demand for a good is high, and the 
supply of a good is low, the price of the 
good usually goes up.

By 1626, Peter Minuit (MIN•yuh•wuht) 
was governor of New Netherland. During 
this time, the Dutch believed they had 
bought Manhattan Island from the Native 
Americans who were living there. As in 
other places, the Native Americans’ ideas 
about land were different from those 
of the new settlers. They believed that 
the land was for all people to use, and 
that nobody could own the land. They 
thought the Dutch were paying them 
only for the use of what was on the land.

In 1626, the Dutch began laying out 
a town on the south end of Manhattan 
Island. They called the settlement New 
Amsterdam, after the city of Amsterdam 
in the Netherlands. New Amsterdam was 
built next to a harbor where the Hudson 
River flows into the Atlantic Ocean. 

ILLUSTRATION New Amsterdam continued to grow. By 1643, more than 400 people lived 
there. What were the advantages and disadvantages of New Amsterdam’s location?

New Amsterdam, 1640s

The center of New Amsterdam 
grew up around the fort. The 
marketplace, the church, and 
the windmill were there. 

Ships arrived at the public 
dock on the East River.
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This was a good place for trade. Ships 
could sail down the Hudson to New 
Amsterdam to drop off their furs and to 
get supplies. Ships waited in the harbor 
to carry the furs to Europe.

By the 1630s, New Amsterdam had 
about 200 people and 30 houses. There 
were warehouses for storing food and 
furs. For protection, the Dutch built a fort 
with high walls made of stone.

New Sweden and More Conflicts
In 1638, Swedish settlers founded the 

colony of New Sweden to the south of 
New Netherland. New Sweden included 
parts of present-day Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Delaware. When the Swedes 
began building homes, the Dutch wor-
ried that these new settlers would enter 
the fur trade. Dutch colonists and the 

Algonquian who lived nearby had a 
strong fur-trading relationship. This 
relationship would soon face trouble.

By the late 1630s, conflicts with the 
Native Americans had grown because the 
settlers had cleared more land for farms. 
The colonists and the Native Americans 
attacked each other’s farms and villages. 
The colonists then sent out an army that 
destroyed Native American villages all 
over New Netherland.

In 1645, after many colonists and 
Native Americans had been killed, the 
two sides signed a peace treaty. By then, 
the Algonquian of New Netherland had 
almost been wiped out.

 CAUSE AND EFFECT
How did conflicts with the Dutch affect Native 
Americans in New Netherland?
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In the 1630s, there were only 
about 200 people living in New 
Amsterdam. Today, the population 
of the island of Manhattan is over 
one and a half million people.

Streets were made from paths 
that farmers used to travel to 
and from the town center.

The Algonquian were nearly wiped out.
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Exploring New France
As English and Dutch colonists moved 

into parts of New France, fighting over 
the fur trade began among the settlers. 
Native American groups also fought with 
each other. Both the Huron and Iroquois 
wanted to control lands in present-day 
Canada. The Huron were allies, or part-
ners, with the French. The Iroquois were 
partners with the Dutch and the English. 
Fighting between these groups nearly 
destroyed the Huron population and the 
French fur trade.

Marquette and Joliet
The new French king, Louis XIV, did 

not want to lose France’s North American 
lands. To protect them, he made New 
France a royal colony. Then he sent out 
more explorers to find a river west 
of Quebec called the Mississippi, 
meaning “Father of Waters.” He 
hoped the Mississippi would 
prove to be the Northwest 
Passage.

In 1673, a small 
group, led by Catholic 
missionary Jacques 
Marquette (mahr•KET) 
and fur trader Louis 
Joliet (zhohl•YAY), 
set out to find 
the Mississippi. 
With help from 
Native Americans, 
they found the 
Mississippi. How-
ever, because the 

river kept taking them south, they knew 
it was not the Northwest Passage. They 
floated down the river to the present-day 
state of Mississippi. There, they met some 
Native Americans who told them that 
Europeans lived farther south. Fearing 
the Europeans might be Spanish soldiers, 
the French turned back.

Founding Louisiana
Later, French explorer René-Robert 

Cavelier (ka•vuhl•YAY), known as Sieur 
de la Salle, set out to find the mouth of 
the Mississippi River. In 1682, La Salle led 
an expedition that traveled south from 
the Illinois River. During the difficult trip, 
a member of the expedition wrote that, 
after running out of food, they were 
“living only on potatoes and alligators.”

After two months, the explorers 
reached the mouth of the 
Mississippi, at the Gulf of 

Mexico. La Salle claimed 
all of the Mississippi 
River valley for France. 
He named the region 
Louisiana in honor of King 

Louis XIV.
In 1684, La Salle tried to 

start a settlement near the 
mouth of the Mississippi 
River. Hardships led to dis-

agreements among the settlers. 
Three years later La Salle was 
killed, and the settlement 
failed.

 MAIN IDEA AND 
DETAILS How did French explorers 

try to reach the king’s goals?

HURON STATUE

They claimed new lands for France.
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Native Americans and the French often cooperated at 
trading posts. French traders exchanged blankets and 

cooking pots for furs and animal skins.

Champlain settles Quebec, 
1608.

Marquette and Joliet on the 
banks of the Mississippi, 1673

La Salle claims the valley of 
the Mississippi in 1682.

  Marquette and 
Joliet’s route

 La Salle’s route
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Louisiana
The French king then sent another 

expedition to Louisiana. Pierre Le Moyne 
(luh•MWAHN) and his brother Jean-
Baptiste (ZHAHN ba•TEEST) reached the 
northern coast of the Gulf of Mexico 
in 1699. Soon after, they found the mouth 
of the Mississippi River. The members of 
the expedition built a settlement along 
the river. In time, more settlers came, but 
they experienced many of the same hard-
ships that La Salle had faced.

New Orleans
In 1712, the French king made 

Louisiana a proprietary colony 
(pruh•PRY•uh•ter•ee). This meant that 

he gave the whole colony to one person, 
who would own it. In 1717, John Law, 
a Scottish banker, became Louisiana’s 
owner. Law started a company to build 
plantations and towns. He also brought 
in thousands of new settlers. In 1722, 
New Orleans, one of the colony’s first 
towns, became Louisiana’s capital. 
Settlers built levees, or earthen walls, 
to protect the low-lying town from 
floodwater.

Despite Law’s efforts, the colony still 
needed more workers. Many plantation 
owners brought in enslaved Africans to 
do the work. The French government 
soon passed laws that limited where 
Africans in Louisiana could live and what 
kinds of work they could do.
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Summary

FRENCH
COLONIES

ENGLISH
COLONIES

SPANISH
COLONIES

Northeastern
North
America and
Mississippi
River valley

Ruled by 
leaders 
loyal to the
French
monarch

Most 
settlers
were
Catholic

Mostly fur
trading

Central
America
and southern
North 
America

Ruled by 
leaders
loyal to
the Spanish
monarch

Only 
Catholics
allowed to
settle

Mostly gold
and silver
mining

Atlantic
Coast of
North
America

Ruled by 
leaders 
loyal to the
English
monarch
and colonial 
assemblies

Most early
settlers 
were
Protestant

Farming,
fishing,
and trading

European Colonies
in North America

Location

Government

Religion

Economy

Like the rest of New France, Louisiana 
failed to attract many people. This made it 
difficult for France to control its lands in 
North America. By 1763, there were only 
80,000 French colonists living in North 
America. By the same year, there were 
more than 1,500,000 English colonists in 
North America.

 MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
Why was it hard for the French to control land in 
North America?

The French and the Dutch both began 
building settlements in North America 
in the 1600s. Both groups wanted to 
control the fur trade. This often led to 
fighting between the settlers and their 
Native American allies. The French and 
the Dutch had trouble bringing settlers to 
North America, so the population of their 
colonies remained low.

1. WHAT TO KNOW Why did the French and 
the Dutch set up colonies?

2. VOCABULARY Write definitions of the 
terms ally and proprietary colony.

3. GEOGRAPHY How was New Amsterdam’s 
location an advantage?

4. CRITICAL THINKING Why do you think 
some Native American tribes made 
partnerships with settlers?

5. DRAW A MAP Create a map showing 
 European land claims in North 
America. Label each region’s main 
religion and language.

6. 
Focus
Skill

MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS
On a separate sheet of paper, copy 

and complete this graphic organizer.

CHART How was English colonial government 
different from that of Spain and France?

The Dutch 
bought 
Manhattan 
Island in 1626.

The Dutch 
founded New 
Amsterdam in 
1626.

By the 1630s, 
New Amsterdam 
had about 200 
people.
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 They claimed large land 
areas but had few colonists to settle their 
  lands.
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1400 1500

Visual Summary

Chapter Review

Europeans started colonies in North America.

1535
New Spain 
is formed
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Vocabulary

Write a sentence to explain how each pair of 
terms is related.

1. plantation (p. 150), slavery (p. 150)

2. raw material (p. 155), cash crop (p. 157)

3. legislature (p. 157), represent (p. 158)

4. royal colony (p. 158), proprietary colony 
(p. 176)

5. supply (p. 172), demand (p. 172)

Time Line

Use the chapter summary time line above to 
answer these questions.

 6. When was New Spain formed?

 7. How many years after the English founded 
Jamestown did the Mayflower sail to 
Plymouth?

 8. When did La Salle found Louisiana 
for France?

Summarize the Chapter
Focus
Skill Main Idea and Details Complete this graphic organizer to 

show that you understand the main idea and some supporting 
details about the first European colonies in the Americas.
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1600 1700

1682
La Salle claims 
Louisiana for 
France

Facts and Main Ideas

Answer these questions.

 9. Why did Spain build missions in the 
borderlands of New Spain?

 10. What was England’s first permanent 
settlement in North America?

 11. Who settled the Plymouth Colony, and what 
was their reason for doing so?

 12. Why did some colonists enslave Native 
Americans and Africans?

Write the letter of the best choice.

 13. Which cash crop required many workers but 
helped the Virginia Colony grow?

 A cotton
 B rice
 C sugarcane
 D tobacco

14. How did traders with the Plymouth Colony 
benefit Native Americans in the area?

 A They traded for tobacco.
 B They traded for horses.
 C They traded for metal goods and cloth.
 D They traded for corn and beans.

 15. Which was the main reason French and 
Dutch settlers started colonies in North 
America?

 A They wanted religious freedom.
 B They wanted to gain profits from the sale 

of furs to Europe.
 C They wanted to set up plantations.
 D They wanted to govern themselves.

Critical Thinking

 16. What are two examples of cooperation and 
two examples of conflict between early 
European colonists and Native Americans?

 17. How were the Mayflower Compact and 
the House of Burgesses important to 
self-government?

18. Compare the settlement of Jamestown to the 
settlement of St. Augustine.

19. Compare the French settlement of Quebec 
to the Dutch settlement of New Amsterdam.

Skills

Compare Primary and Secondary Sources

 20. Look at page 168. Identify the object as a 
primary or a secondary source.

Write an Informational Report 
 Write a report that gives information 
about the Virginia Colony and the Plymouth 
Colony. Describe at least two events that 
helped the settlements prosper.

Write a Narrative Imagine that 
 you are a reporter in colonial 
St. Augustine, New Amsterdam, or New 
Orleans. Write a short story that describes 
your chosen city, including its location and 
why it was founded. 

1607
The settlement 
of Jamestown 
is founded

1620
The Mayflower 
sails to 
Plymouth
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Who might have written these books?

Borrow some 

consonants 

from the word 

consonant to 

complete the 

vocabulary words 

that fit the clues.

M I • • I O • • R E A • Y

• O • Q U I • • A D O R • • O • K• O M PA • •

John Smith

Hernando 
Cortés

Pilgrim
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What vacation spot is each 

postcard from?

Now Eco is sailing away 

on the Time Ship. In this 

online game, you will travel to 

North America during the Age 

of Exploration. Eco’s expedition is 

especially exciting because you have found an old 

treasure map to follow. Use your knowledge of 

the unit to explore St. Augustine and Jamestown 

in search of the secret treasure. Play now at 

www.harcourtschool.com/ss1
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Reading Comprehension and VocabularyReading Comprehension and Vocabulary

In the late 1400s, new technology 

allowed Europeans to begin exploring the 

world. Many hoped to find a sea route to 

Asia for trade. The explorations led people 

to the Americas. European countries soon 

sent more explorers to claim and settle the 

new lands.

As a result of these expeditions, Spain 

formed New Spain from lands claimed 

in North America, including what is now 

Mexico and much of the southwestern 

United States. England claimed much of 

the Atlantic Coast and built settlements in 

present-day Virginia and Massachusetts. 

The Dutch founded the colony of New 

Netherland in present-day New York and 

New Jersey. France claimed much of what 

is now Canada and the entire Mississippi 

River valley to form New France. 

By 1700, much of North America was 

divided among these European nations, 

even though Native Americans already 

lived there. Some colonists and Native 

Americans lived in peace and exchanged 

goods and ideas, but many more fought 

over the land and resources.

Cultures Meet

Review and Test Prep 

 1. What is an expedition? 
 A a ship designed for long voyages
 B a trip taken with the goal of exploring
 C a method of finding and following a route
 D an agreement between two nations

 2. What were Europeans searching for when 
they first reached the Americas?

 A more land for farming and 
ranching

 B furs and lumber to sell in Europe
C a sea route to Asia for trade

 D religious freedom

 3. What is a colony?
 A a group of people who make laws
 B a person who conquers other people
 C a share in the ownership of something
 D a land that is ruled by another country

 4. Which European country explored and 
claimed much of what is now Canada?

 A England
 B France
 C the Netherlands
 D Spain

Use the summary above to answer these questions.

 THE BIG IDEA
Cooperation and Conflict Cultural differences and 
competition for land led to conflicts among different 
groups of people in the Americas.
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Facts and Main Ideas
Answer these questions.

 5. Who was the first explorer sent by Spain to 
find a western route to Asia?

 6. How did Spain’s success in finding gold and 
land in the Americas affect other nations?

 7. What were Verrazano, Cartier, and Hudson 
searching for in the Americas?

 8. Why did Dutch and English companies pay 
Henry Hudson to explore?

 9. How did the Spanish protect settlers and 
claims in the borderlands of New Spain?

 10. What was the Mayflower Compact?

 11. Who claimed for France all of the 
Mississippi River valley?

 12. Put the following settlements in order from 
earliest to latest: Jamestown, Quebec, New 
Amsterdam, St. Augustine, Plymouth.

Write the letter of the best choice.

 13. With which settlers did Native Americans 
mainly fight in the Powhatan Wars?

 A the Dutch
 B the English
 C the French
 D the Spanish

 14. Which leader became the governor of the 
Plymouth Colony?

 A Pedro Menéndez de Avilés
 B William Bradford
 C John Law
 D Peter Minuit

 15. When do the supply and the demand for a 
good usually raise the good’s price?

 A when supply is low and demand is low
 B when supply is low and demand is high
 C when supply is high and demand is low
 D when supply is high and demand is high

Critical Thinking 
 16. What were some of the costs and 

possible benefits of expeditions?

 17. What role did the Reformation and the 
Reconquista play in the exploration and 
settlement of North America?

 18. Why do you think enslaved people were not 
allowed to take part in the government of 
the Virginia Colony?

Skills
Use Elevation Maps
Use the elevation map below to answer the 
question.

 19. What range of elevations is shown by the 
color green?
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Activities

Unit Writing Activity
Write a Persuasive Advertisement 
Write an advertisement to persuade set-
tlers to come to a new colony in North 
America. Support your position with 
evidence.
■ Describe the location of the colony.
■ Tell why the colony was founded.
■ Describe life in the colony.

Unit Project
A Museum of Exploration Build a 
museum exhibit about the exploration and 
early colonization of North America.
■ Decide which people, places, and events 

to include in your museum.
■ Prepare brief reports, journal entries, 

drawings, maps, and models for your 
museum.

■  Pocahontas 1595–1617 

by Liz Sonneborn. Blue 

Earth Books.

■  Squanto's Journey: The Story 

of the First Thanksgiving 

by Joseph Bruchac. Silver 

Whistle.
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■  Miracle: The True 

Story of the Wreck 

of the Sea Venture 

by Gail Langer 

Karwoski. Darby 

Creek Publishing.

For more resources, go to
www.harcourtschool.com/ss1

SXENL07ASECX_U2ACT.indd   184SXENL07ASECX_U2ACT.indd   184 5/19/06   5:33:23 PM5/19/06   5:33:23 PM




