ROXTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL YEAR 2016-2017
GRADES 9-12
SUBJECT AREAS IN WHICH GRADES ARE TO BE GIVEN

	
	English 1, 2, 3, 4
	
	PE/Athletics/Band
	

	
	Business English
	
	Spanish 1, 2
	

	
	Alg. 1, Geo., Alg. 2, Financial Math, 
	
	BIM/DIM/Yearbook
Statistics/Risk Anal.
	

	
	US/World History
Bio., A&P, Chem, 
Principles of Tech
	
	Digital Animation/Art
Wildlife, Ag Design, Livestock
Dual Credit Courses
	


METHODS OF MARKING

· Numerical grades based on a scale of 0 – 100 are to be used in all courses.  
· In each 6-week grading period, progress reports will be sent at the 3 week mark.  A minimum of 3 grades per 3-week period, per subject, will be taken in all core subject areas. A minimum of 6 grades per subject area will be required per 6-week period.  A minimum of 2 tests are required per 6-weeks in each core subject.  **Tests comprise 40% of a student’s 6-weeks average, and Daily Grades comprise 60% of the average per subject.  

· Tests comprise 40% of a student’s 6-weeks average, and Daily Grades comprise 60% of the average per subject.  Six-weeks tests should be given in all academic subjects in Grades 9-12.  In addition, students will take a semester exam in all academic classes, and this exam will count as 25% of the semester average. 

Students can earn exemptions from semester exams through strong academic performance and good attendance in the course as follows:  
Absences:          Average Grade:

3 Days                     95

2 Days                     90

1 Days                     85

0 Days                     80

· Grades are not to be recorded in excess of 100 on the grade sheet, report card, or cumulative record.  However, bonus grades and additional grades can be given for participation, journals and notebook grades, etc.  

· Numerical grades are not to be converted to letter grades on any school records; however, the following grading scale is for reference if needed.

GRADING SCALE



A+ = 98 – 100


B+ = 88 – 89


C+ = 78 – 79



A   = 94 – 97


B   = 84 – 87


C   = 74 – 77

A-  = 90 – 93 


B-  = 80 – 83 


C-  = 70 – 73 


      

Below 70, Failure 

HONOR ROLL

A student is to be designated on the Honor Roll only if he/she has made a grade of 90-100 in each subject area in which numerical grades are given.  A special services student is eligible for the Honor Roll if the requirements herein are met, as addressed through the student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP).  A-B Honor Roll is designated for students who earn grades of 80-90 or  90-100 in all courses for that six-weeks grading period.  
A Honor Roll, and A-B Honor Roll are designated for the six-weeks, for the semester, and for the year.  Awards for the year also include Top Student in each subject (highest average), and Valedictorian and Salutatorian for the Senior Class.  

In addition to the factors in law that must be considered for promotion, mastery shall be determined as follows: LISTNUM  \l 1 \s 0  
Course assignments and unit evaluation shall be used to determine student grades in a subject.  An average of 70 or higher shall be considered a passing grade.

Mastery of the skills necessary for success at the next level shall be validated by assessments that may either be incorporated into unit or final exams or may be administered separately.  Mastery of at least 70 percent of the objectives shall be required.

In grades 9-12, grade-level advancement for students in grades 9–12 shall be earned by course credits.  [See EI]

When a student earns a passing grade in only one semester of a two-semester course and the combined grade for the two semes​ters is lower than 70, the District shall award the student credit for the semester with the passing grade.  The student shall be required to retake only the semester in which he or she earned the failing grade.
CLASS RANK:

The District shall apply the same class rank calculation method and rules for local graduation honors for all students in a graduating class, regardless of the school year in which a student first earned high school credit.

CALCULATION

The District shall include in the calculation of class rank semester grades earned for high school credit courses in the following subjects:  English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies (History), and languages other than English (Spanish 1, 2).  The calculation shall include failing grades until a passing grade is earned.  

EXCLUSIONS

The calculation of class rank shall exclude grades earned in any core academic course substituted for physical education or through credit by examination, with or without prior instruction.

WEIGHTED GRADED SYSTEM--CATEGORIES

The District shall categorize and weight courses as Advanced and Regular in accordance with provisions of this policy and as designated in appropriate District publications.  
ADVANCED
Eligible dual credit courses and Spanish III shall be categorized and weighted as Advanced courses.

REGULAR COURSES

All other eligible courses shall be categorized and weighted as Regular courses.

WEIGHTED NUMERICAL GRADE AVERAGE
The District shall assign weights to semester grades earned in eligible courses and calculate a weighted numerical grade average in accordance with the following:

Advanced Courses are weighted with 10 additional points (added to the earned semester grade for the course grade).  

Regular Courses receive no additional points (added to the earned semester grade for the course).  

No points shall be added to failing grades. Note: For dual credit courses, grades below 60 are considered failing grades.

The highest grade possible for a regular and/or advanced (weighted grade) on the transcript will be 100.  
TRANSFERRED GRADES

When a student transfers grades for courses that would be eligible under the Regular category and the District has accepted the credit, the District shall include the grades in the calculation of class rank.  

When a student transfers semester grades for courses that would be eligible to receive additional weight under the District’s weighted grade system, the District shall assign additional weight to the grades based on the categories and grade weight system used by the District only if a similar or an equivalent course is offered to the same class of students in the District.

LOCAL GRADUATION HONORS
For the purpose of determining honors to be conferred during graduation activities, the District shall calculate class rank in accordance with this policy and administrative regulations by using grades available at the time of calculation at the end of the fifth six-week grading period of the senior year.  

For the purpose of applications to institutions of higher education, the District shall also calculate class rank as required by state law.  The District’s eligibility criteria for local graduation honors shall apply only for local recognitions and shall not restrict class rank for the purpose of automatic admission under state law.  [See EIC(LEGAL)]

VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN

The valedictorian and salutatorian shall be the eligible students with the highest and second-highest rank, respectively.  To be eligible for such recognition, a student must: LISTNUM  \l 1 \s 0  
1. Have been continuously enrolled in the District high school  for the two school years immediately preceding graduation;

2. Have completed the Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program or the foundation program with at least one endorsement; and 

3. Be graduating after exactly eight semesters of enrollment in high school.

For the graduating classes of 2016 and 2017, if there are fewer than two students who complete the Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program, the honor shall be given to the highest ranking student who has completed the Recommended Program and who meets the other eligibility criteria.

BREAKING TIES

In case of a tie in weighted numerical grade averages after calculation to the ten-thousandths place, the District shall compute a weighted numerical grade average using only grades earned in Advanced courses taken by each student involved in the tie.   If the tie still exists, the District shall recognize all students involved in the tie as sharing the honor and title.

HIGHEST RANKING GRADUATE

The student meeting the local eligibility criteria for recognition as the valedictorian shall also be considered the highest-ranking graduate for purposes of receiving the honor graduate certificate from the state of Texas.
