
August 25, 2014 

Dear Parent(s), 
 

 Welcome to Roxton Elementary School.  I am very happy to have your child in my class!  I will 
work hard throughout the school year to help your child develop academic and social skills as well as 
a love for school and learning.  Since I will be spending so much time with your child, let me share a 
few things about myself.  I received my Bachelor’s degree from the Texas A&M at Commerce.  I 
taught for two years in Paris with Lamar County Head Start, transferred to the Aaron Parker Head 
Start classroom for six more years, and then I taught Kindergarten at Aaron Parker for two years. This 
will be my eighth year to teach in Roxton and also to teach Second Grade. We have lived in Roxton 
since 1995.  My husband, Carl and I have two sons named David and Zakary.  David is married to 
Stephanie and they have five children, and they live in Lubbock. Zakary is married to Courtney and 
they have a wonderful little three year old son. Zakary serves in the United States Navy. 
 

We also have a website for our classroom. I will be sending forms for you to sign giving permission for 
your child’s picture to be displayed. I am very aware of the dangers of the internet and will not use 
names on pictures or last names, at all. If the child would like to display their work I may use first 
names only or just their number they are assigned in class. Just visit the roxtonisd.org homepage and 
there is a Teacher Website tab. My name is located on the drop-down menu. 
 

The students may need a light jacket or sweater to wear in the classroom. The air conditioning vents 
blow right down on them and many times they get cold. These may be kept at their desks, so they 
have them when they need them. We have a penny jar in our classroom that the student’s may 
contribute to. We use the pennies for counting, as well as to buy something for the classroom or for a 
field trip.  
 

There are several ways that you can be of help all year. 
 

1. Attendance- It is extremely important for students to be in the classroom if they 
aren’t sick. Please make sure they are here, as much as possible. Excessive tardiness 
will count toward absences. Students must make up the work they miss, at home. 
Please make sure you send a not with your child if they are absent for any reason. 
2. Reading- Have your child read everyday.  Books will be sent home each day for you 
to read at home.  Library books will also be checked out for your child to bring home to 
read and brought back so they can read at school.  Ask your child questions about the 
books that he/she reads to ensure comprehension. 
3. Language/Writing- We will be writing in our journals and in other subjects daily.  
The children will be learning how to write second grade sentences by applying 
language skills.  Please encourage your child to write their thoughts in complete 
sentences on paper. 
4. Spelling- Spelling will be included in our phonics and reading programs.  Spelling 
tests will be given to find out if the students are applying phonics rules currently being 
taught.   
5. Math- We will be using many manipulatives to work with math.  We will use 
numbers, number words, addition, subtraction, telling time, counting, trading money, 
making and solving story problems, graphing, measuring objects, and learning about 
geometric shapes.  You can help at home by playing games sent home to review skills, 
using flash cards, counting your change and telling time. 
6. Social Studies/Science- Social Studies and Science will be integrated in other 
subjects as much as possible.  We will be learning about families, communities, 
holidays, plants, animals, and environment.  Discuss these topics with your child and 
read the books that are sent home. 

 
 
 



When children feel safe and secure, solid brain learning can take place.  Importance will be placed on 
maintaining a high self-esteem and encouraging higher level thinking skills.  In order to have the best 
learning environment for your child, I am utilizing the following discipline plan. Please keep all  
telephone numbers updated so I can contact you, as needed. 
 
RULES: 

1. Listen carefully and follow directions. 
2. Work quietly. Please do not disturb others that may be working. 
3. Respect others by being kind with words and actions. Treat others as you want to be 

treated. 
4. Respect personal and school property. 
5. “YOU” are responsible for your behavior! 

Students will earn prizes by following these rules. Encouraging and rewarding correct behavior seems to work 
the best for everyone, especially children.  
 
            CONSEQUENCES: 

1. Warning 
2. 10 minute time out 
3. Note Sent Home and Time Out  
4. Phone call or email to parents, note sent home, and/or sent to the office. 
*Severe Clause- in case child severely disrupts, he or she will be immediately sent to the office 
and/or parents called. 

 
DETENTION  
Students may be sent to lunch detention at the teacher and principal’s discretion. Ex. fighting, not 
turning in homework, disruptive behavior, or breaking the Classroom Rules listed above. There is no 
talking allowed in detention and the students will work on assignments the entire appointed time. 
Corporal Punishment  
Only administered in extreme cases and may be administered by the Principal or Superintendent with 
the parent’s written permission and/or a phone call from parent/guardian’s with permission to administer 
swats. 

 
I believe all of my students can behave appropriately in the classroom and in other areas of the school.  Children 
must learn to CHOOSE behaviors and ACCEPT consequences if they are to become responsible. 

 
HOMEWORK POLICY 
 

 To help your child become a lifelong reader, writer, and problem solver, it will be very important to reinforce 
skills learned in school, at home.  The homework, projects, and games sent home are opportunities for you to be 
involved with your child’s learning and to help you understand what learning is taking place in school. Please remember 
that all homework sent home not only gives the students practice in the concepts we learned that day, but also to help 
you understand what is taking place in school.  An important activity that should be considered daily homework is to 
read to your child and to listen to your child read to you at least 20 minutes a day.   
  With your help and support, this will be a terrific year!  I am looking forward to getting to know you!  If 
you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at Roxton Elementary.  Our school phone number is 903-346-
3213. The Teacher web pages are located on the “Teacher Websites” tab on the roxtonisd.org school web page. Please 
check there for classroom news. 
 
 
        Sincerely, 
  
        Valorie Wood  

 

 


