
Have you ever heard someone being called an “idiot”? If you have, what they are really being 

called is “someone who does not vote.” The word “idiot” comes from the Greek word idiotes. In 

ancient Greece this was the word for someone who kept to himself. Idiotes did not participate in 

Greece’s public life or politics. They did not vote or debate important issues. 

Today, voting is the most important way American citizens participate in politics. Citizens can 

vote for candidates in national and state elections. On the national level, they can vote for the 

president and members of Congress. On the state and local level, they can vote for the governor, 

state representatives, state senators, and people like the mayor and city council. Different 

candidates have different beliefs. People usually vote for the candidate whose beliefs are closest 

to their own. Most people want a candidate who will represent them and their beliefs in office. 

Only American citizens 18 years of age and older can vote in the United States. Even though 

voting is a right, citizens also must register to vote beforehand. Registered voters are each 

assigned a place to vote. This is called your polling place. When Election Day comes, voters go 

to the place and sign in. This is how the government makes sure that people only vote once in the 

same election.  

The people working at a polling place give voters a ballot. Some ballots look similar to a 

multiple-choice test. There are little bubbles that you fill in next to the person’s name that you 

want to win. Other ballots are electronic. You choose who you want to vote for directly on a 

computer screen or by turning levers on a voting machine. Whichever type of ballot your polling 

place uses, voting is very private. No one should be able to see whom you choose.  

Even before you can vote, you can learn about important issues. You can read the newspaper, 

write a letter to your representative in Congress, and participate in community activities. The 

important thing is to get involved! 
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Definition 

noun 

1. a person who wants to be elected to a certain position.  

The candidates for mayor will speak on TV tonight.  

2. a person who has applied for a job.  

The human resources department is interviewing several candidates this week. 

 

Advanced Definition 

noun 

1. a person, esp. a politician, who seeks to be elected or appointed to a certain position. 

 

She announced that she will be a candidate for governor in the next election.  

The candidates will debate each other on TV tonight.  

2. one who seems likely to achieve or suffer a particular end.  
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Her attitudes make her a candidate for failure.  

Spanish cognate 

candidato: The Spanish word candidato means candidate.  

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used: 

1. Today, voting is the most important way American citizens participate in politics. 

Citizens can vote for candidates in national and state elections.  

2. Prior to the 1829 presidential election, Jackson’s friends nominated him for the 

presidency because they felt he was a good candidate for Washington.  

3. People all over the North knew who Abraham Lincoln was. The Republican Party 

decided that Lincoln should be president. Republicans chose Lincoln as their candidate 

for the Election of 1860.  

4. Candidates from both the Democratic and Republican parties had their eyes set on the 

White House. One of the candidates in the spotlight was Senator Hillary Rodham 

Clinton, a Democrat from New York.  

5. “Rob was an ideal candidate,” says one of the project’s researchers, Susan Harkema, a 

professor of neurosurgery at the University of Louisville in Kentucky. “He was young 

and in otherwise good health. He’s also a very determined, disciplined person —an 

extraordinary young man.”  
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1. What is a polling place?  

1. a place where you can read the latest political news  

2. the place where you can vote  

3. a sort of political assembly  

4. the piece of paper where you mark your vote  

Answer  

2. The author wrote this passage to  

1. persuade you to vote for someone.  

2. provide information about voting in the U.S.  

3. tell a story about an idiot who didn’t vote.  

4. explain voting in Greek government.  

Answer  

3. Based on the passage, which of these statements could best explain why someone would 

not want to vote for any candidate in an election?  

1. There is no way to learn about the candidates before the election.  

2. They do not want to hurt the other candidates’ feelings.  

3. None of the candidates represent their beliefs.  

4. They do not want everyone else knowing who they voted for.  



Answer  

4. Read the following sentence: “People usually vote for the candidate whose beliefs are 

closest to their own. Most people want a candidate who will represent them and their 

beliefs in office.”  

The word represent means  

1. to argue with  

2. to replace  

3. to stand for  

4. to complain about  

Answer  

5. This passage is mostly about  

1. differences between paper and electronic ballots.  

2. the difference between local and national elections.  

3. how and why U.S. citizens vote.  

4. similarities between voting in the U.S. and ancient Greece.  

Answer  

6. Describe two rules about how people vote in the U.S.  

(written answer) 

Answer  

7. Based on the passage, explain why the author says voting is “the most 

important way” that citizens are involved in politics.  

(written answer) 



Answer  

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the answer that best completes the 

sentence.  

U.S. citizens must register to vote, __________ they can go cast a vote.  

1. because  

2. then  

3. after  

4. otherwise  

No Answer Provided  

9. Vocabulary Word: debate: to discuss an issue in an attempt to win an 

argument or make a point  

Use the vocabulary word in a sentence  

 


