
 

  

2008 U.S. presidential election: Electoral College map 

The Electoral College is a method of indirect popular election of the president of the United 

States. Instead of voting for a specific candidate, voters in an indirect popular election select a 

panel of individuals pledged to vote for a specific candidate. This is in contrast to a popular 

election where votes are cast for an individual candidate. For example, in a general presidential 

election, voters select electors to represent their vote in the Electoral College, and not for an 

individual presidential candidate. 

The authors of the Constitution put this system in place so that careful and calm deliberation 

would lead to the selection of the best-qualified candidate. Voters in each state actually cast a 

vote for a block of electors who are pledged to vote for a particular candidate. These electors, in 

turn, vote for the presidential candidate. The number of electors for each state equals its 

Congressional representation. 

After Election Day, on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December, these electors 

assemble in their state capitals, cast their ballots, and officially select the next President of the 

United States. Legally, the electors may vote for someone other than the candidate for whom 

they were pledged to vote. This phenomenon is known as the "unfaithful" or "faithless" elector. 

Generally, this does not happen. The candidate who receives the most votes in a state at the 

general election will be the candidate for whom the electors later cast their votes. The candidate 

who wins in a state is awarded all of that state’s Electoral College votes. Maine and Nebraska are 

exceptions to this winner-take-all rule. 

The votes of the electors are then sent to Congress where the president of the Senate opens the 

certificates and counts the votes. This takes place on January 6, unless that date falls on a 

Sunday. In that case, the votes are counted on the next day. An absolute majority is necessary to 

prevail in the presidential and the vice presidential elections, that is, half the total plus one 



electoral votes are required. With 538 electors, a candidate must receive at least 270 votes to be 

elected to the office of president or vice president. 

Should no presidential candidate receive an absolute majority, the House of Representatives 

determines who the next president will be. Each state may cast one vote and an absolute majority 

is needed to win. Similarly, the Senate decides who the next vice president will be if there is no 

absolute majority after the Electoral College vote. Elections have been decided by Congress in 

the past. The House of Representatives elected Thomas Jefferson President in the election of 

1800 when the Electoral College vote resulted in a tie. When the Electoral College vote was so 

split that none of the candidates received an absolute majority in the election of 1824, the House 

elected John Quincy Adams president. Richard Johnson was elected vice president by the Senate 

when he failed to receive an absolute majority of electoral votes in the election of 1836. 

The president-elect and vice president-elect take the oath of office and are inaugurated two 

weeks later, on January 20th. 

  



prevail pre · vail  

1. Advanced Definition  

2. Examples  

Advanced Definition 

intransitive verb 

1. to emerge as dominant (often fol. by "over").  

Fortunately, common sense seems to have prevailed over irrationality.  

Optimism prevailed throughout the decade of the fifties.  

2. to prove oneself superior to; triumph (usu. fol. by "over" or "against").  

Their faith in the future helped them prevail over hardship.  

3. to exist, or continue to exist, widely or generally.  

The bombing had ended and silence now prevailed in the city.  

The assumption still prevails that men are less able than women to nurture 

children.  

4. to successfully encourage (usu. fol. by "on" or "upon").{to successfully encourage.}  

Prevail on him to come to the party, will you?  

5. to be currently in effect.  

We should never take for granted the civil rights laws that prevail today.  
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These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used: 

1. If the Almighty Ruler of Nations, with his eternal truth and justice, be on your side of the 

North or on yours of the South, that truth and that justice will surely prevail by the 

judgment of this great tribunal of the American people.  

2. An absolute majority is necessary to prevail in the presidential and the vice presidential 

elections, that is, half the total plus one electoral votes are required. With 538 electors, a 

candidate must receive at least 270 votes to be elected to the office of president or vice 

president.  

3. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar 

structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can 

prevail in exclusion of religious principle. It is substantially true that virtue or morality is 

a necessary spring of popular government. 

  



Comprehension Questions 

No Answers Provided  

1. What is the Electoral College?  

(written answer) 

 

2. Explain how the Electoral College is different from a popular election.  

Support your answer with evidence from the text.  

(written answer) 

3. What is the main idea of this text?  

(written answer) 

 


