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Chapter 18 Section 3 Iraq 

Reading Passage 

What is the attraction to ISIS? 
 
 

 Children and young people are featured in ISIS’s 

propaganda.  A recent video from ISIS showed boys 

in camouflage and ISIS bandanas learning hand-

tohand combat.  The militants call the young people 

their “Cubs of the Caliphate.”  ISIS has especially 

ramped up their efforts to lure young women, who are 

seen as potential brides for their fighters.  

 ISIS runs a powerful propaganda machine on social media.  There are 

approximately 90,000 tweets a day from ISIS.  Militants repeatedly promote videos 

that use high-level production techniques to celebrate their brutality.  In September of 

2014, a mash-up clip played like an action movie trailer, with slow-motion explosion and 

flames that engulfed American troops.  They use platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and 

WhatsApp to reach their target audience in a language they understand.  ISIS also uses 

popular hashtags to spread their message. 

  ISIS uses their Western recruits to promote their cause to other people like 

them back home.  They are particularly focusing on girls.  Many girls from Western 

nations are showing their support for and migrating to Syria in unprecedented numbers.  

 ISIS promises a good life by appealing to young people‘s religious idealism and 

their desire to escape the frustrations of life in the West. They provide a utopian 

political project, their caliphate, which is the centralized Islamic rule.  They present 

deluded young men and women with an adventurous trip.  ISIS loyalists are said to 

receive gifts from Allah that include a house with free electricity and water, with no 

rent. They also promise that shampoo, soaps, and other female necessities will be 

provided to appeal to women who worrying about roughing it.  Western officials say 

ISIS is pushing false information on what it is really like though.   

 ISIS has an efficient recruiting network and it takes little time to get people 

from their homes to the heart of ISIS territory.  Online recruiters help provide how-to 

guides for Westerners who want to join ISIS.  The terrorist group has been able to 

outwit Western governments’ efforts because it is more superior and advanced than 

these nations when it comes to new media technologies.  It is important for everyone to 

step up to having people brainwashed by ISIS.   

 



Name________________________________ 
 

IDENTIFY:  Use the word bank to identify what is being described.  

 

Allah Cubs of the 

Caliphate 

Social Media Syria 

Hashtags Islam Utopia Young  

Women 

 

1. ____________________Ways of communicating on the internet, such as Twitter 

and Facebook.  

2. ____________________Nation where many people are moving to in order to join 

ISIS. 

3. ____________________Militants call young people who join them this.  

4. ____________________Perfect world that ISIS promotes to its potential 

followers. 

5. ____________________ISIS uses popular ones of these on social media to get 

views on their pages.  

6. ____________________People who join ISIS are typically extremists of this 

religion. 

7. ____________________ISIS has recently started recruited more and more of 

these as brides for their militants.  

8. ____________________Name for God in Islam. 

 

COMPREHENSION CHECK- SHORT ANSWER:  Answer each question. 

9.  Why do you think ISIS uses social media to recruit members? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

10.  What does ISIS promise to the people who join their group? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

11.  Does ISIS give the people who join their group what they promised? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

12.  Why do you think ISIS is superior to other nations when it comes to media 

technology?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 


