
Chapter 18-Section 3
Iraq 



Iraq
History

• Mesopotamia-The world’s first 
civilization located in the now 
Iraq.

• Now called the “Fertile 
Crescent”.

• People there developed farming, 
domesticated animals and 
organized government.

• Sumerians built the world’s first 
known cities there.

• AD 600s Arabs conquered 
Mesopotamia and converted 
people to Islam.

• 1932 After WWI, the British set 
up the kingdom of Iraq.

• 1950s group Islamic Army 
Officers overthrew this 
government.  



Mesopotamia Astrology-used constellations to help 
determine when to plant crops.

Teachings and School-
Ancient Writing Tablet

Chariots-built strong and 
tough for battle

Potter’s 
Wheel-
Originally for 
pottery, but 
later used for 
irrigation



Saddam Takes 
Power
• In 1968, the Baath Party took 

power over Iraq.

• Saddam Hussein-In 1979, a 
Baath Leader became Iraq’s 
president and harsh ruler.

• He controlled Iraq’s media, 
restricted personal freedoms 
and killed an unknown 
number of political enemies.

• Iran-Iraq War-1980-1988 
Saddam invaded Iran; Iran 
fought back, people died and 
countries were devastated 
due to the war. No Winners!

Saddam 

Hussein



Saddam Hussein
• Persian Gulf War-1990 Saddam 

invaded Kuwait, its oil rich 
neighbor.

• World leaders were shocked 
and feared that Iraq could 
control the region’s oil.

• Also, leaders were concerned 
about Iraq’s supply of weapons 
of mass destruction.

• United Nations-Alliance of 
countries to promote world 
peace

• 28 countries led by US forced 
Iraq out of Kuwait in a 6-week 
war. Imposing an embargo on 
trade.

• Embargo-limit on trade



Rebellions

• Saddam faced two rebellions from Shia 
Muslims and Kurds.

• These uprisings were brutally put down by 
Suddam and his military.

• In response, the United Nations required 
that Iraq end all military action.  

• by allow inspectors into the country and 
destroy the weapons of mass destruction.

• Later, Iraq refused to cooperate completely 
with the UN.



• 10 years later the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 led to 
new tensions between the US and Iraq.  

• In 2003, President George W. Bush ordered US forces to attack 
Iraqi targets due to 911. 

• A few weeks later the Iraqi army was defeated and Saddam’s 
government was crushed.

• Saddam hid in a cave, but US soldiers found him.

• He was turned over to the court system of Iraq.

• Saddam was arrested, tried and sentenced to death by his 
people.

• A phone video was shown around the world of the hanging of 
Saddam Hussein.

911 Terrorist Attacks
War on Terrorism



People and Culture

• Iraq is about the size of 
California.

• About 29 million people

• Two ethnic groups:
• Arabs-75% of Population-

Speak Arabic
• Kurds-Mostly farmers-

Speak Kurdish

• Nearly all are Muslims
• 60% Shia live in South
• 35% Sunni live in North

• Baghdad-Iraq capital city

• Democracy since 2005


