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Ozymandias
by Percy Bysshe Shelley

I met a traveller from an antique land

Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone

Stand in the desert...Near them, on the sand,

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,

The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed:

And on the pedestal these words appear:

'My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!'

Nothing beside remains. Round the decay

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare

The lone and level sands stretch far away.
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Definition

verb

1. to lead and control.

The general commands his troops.

noun

1. an instruction that you must obey; order.

The dog learned to follow a few commands.

Advanced Definition

transitive verb

1. to forcefully order or direct.

His father commanded him to give up this idea of becoming an actor and 

resume his studies.

The king commanded that the plotters be arrested and hanged.

The officer commanded his men to attack.

2. to lead and control.

The general commands his troops.

3. to require and receive.

The project commands his attention.

4. to dominate because of position; overlook.

Our house commands the whole valley.

intransitive verb

1. to give an order or orders.

2. to exercise control or authority.

noun

1. the act of commanding.

2. a strong direction meant to be obeyed; order.

3. control or mastery.
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He has a good command of physics.

4. an organized unit of control, esp. in the military.

5. domination because of location or position.

6. a set of characters or symbols that constitute a direction for a computer to perform certain 
functions.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. With a few isolated exceptions, Indian peoples in what is today the United States were 
firmly in command of their world in 1620. They vastly outnumbered Europeans.

2. "He's just lazy," Jules squawked when Ilana started showing off Barnaby's ability to sit on 
command. As far as Jules was concerned, Barnaby did not know any tricks, and he most 
certainly did not know how to respect people's personal property.

3. De Soto's large command, about seven hundred men at the outset, was especially brutal, 
and Indians put up stiff resistance, killing as many as two hundred in one battle. De Soto 
died of a fever, and the accounts brought back by the expedition's survivors, like those of 
Coronado on his return from the Southwest, discouraged further expeditions.
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Definition

verb

1. to break down or become destroyed by a slow, natural process.

Leaves decay on the forest floor.

noun

1. the process of breaking down or becoming destroyed.

Daily brushing helps prevent tooth decay.

Advanced Definition

intransitive verb

1. to rot or become rotted; decompose.

The floor of the forest is covered with leaves that are decaying.

This tooth has decayed and will need to be fixed with a filling.

2. to lose health, strength, excellence, or the like.

Her health has decayed over the past year.

3. in physics, to decline in radioactivity.

transitive verb

1. to cause to rot or decompose.

noun

1. a process of decline or deterioration.

The old mansion is in decay after years of neglect.

2. the process of rotting or state of decomposition.

Daily brushing helps prevent tooth decay.

3. loss of excellence, health, strength, or the like; state of ruin.

The once strong empire fell into decay.

4. in physics, the decline of radioactivity by emissions.
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These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. The precision of radiometric dating comes from the fact that radioactive elements have 
clear, well-documented decay times (or how long it takes for traces of an element to 
disintegrate). Using this technique, scientists can narrow down the age of a fossil, even one 
that's over 50 million years old, to a very close estimate.

2. I never married, and so I have been spared the grotesque decay of love. I sit on my back 
porch as evening arrives, the mockingbirds calling from within the hawthorns I planted with 
my own hands, the deep blue of the Northern California sky bruising into purple, and when 
finally it blackens, I finish the last of my lemonade and rise and head upstairs to bed.
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Advanced Definition

noun

1. the state of being completely without hope.

After days of waiting to be rescued, the trapped hikers were in despair.

2. that which induces hopelessness.

The lazy boy was the despair of his parents.

intransitive verb

1. to lose or abandon all hope concerning something (usu. fol. by of).

Her son went to sea and she despaired of ever seeing him again.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. "Firstly, I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude for such a program and I would like to 
thank you in advance for this service, and it should be known that you are making a 
profound difference in people's lives who are already in a situation where despair and 
boredom are constant companions." 

2. And it means taking full responsibility for own lives-by demanding more from our fathers, 
and spending more time with our children, and reading to them, and teaching them that 
while they may face challenges and discrimination in their own lives, they must never 
succumb to despair or cynicism; they must always believe that they can write their own 
destiny. Ironically, this quintessentially American-and yes, conservative-notion of self-
help found frequent expression in Reverend Wright's sermons.

ReadWorks.org · © 2017 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.



Ozymandias - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Based on the information in the poem, who was Ozymandias?

A. a writer

B. a king

C. a sculptor

D. a traveler

2. Which words and phrases from the poem best contribute to a sense of setting?

A. boundless, bare, and lone and level sands

B. shattered, decay, and wreck

C. half sunk, lifeless things, and colossal

D. legs of stone, cold command, and despair

3. The person who created the sculpture did not think highly of Ozymandias.

What evidence from the text supports this conclusion?

A. "Two vast and trunkless legs of stone / Stand in the desert...Near them, on the 
sand, / Half sunk, a shattered visage lies"

B. "Round the decay / Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare / The lone and 
level sands stretch far away."

C. "And on the pedestal these words appear: / 'My name is Ozymandias, king of 
kings'"

D. "its sculptor well those passions read / Which yet survive, stamped on these 
lifeless things, / The hand that mocked them"

4. Based on the information in the poem, what was Ozymandias's kingdom probably 

like at the time the sculpture was created?

A. powerful

B. happy

C. small

D. bare
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5. What is this poem mostly about?

A. A powerful king poses for a sculptor to create a statue of him out of stone.

B. A traveler journeys through antique lands and faraway deserts.

C. A traveler finds a vast sculpture of a king lying shattered in a bare desert.

D. A king is found dead in the bare desert by a traveler passing through.

6. Read these lines from the poem:

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,

The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed

In these lines, what does the word "survive" most nearly mean?

A. outlast

B. coexist

C. live

D. display
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7. Read these lines from the poem:

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,

The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed:

Based on the poem as a whole, whom does "the heart that fed" refer to?

A. the traveler

B. the sculptor

C. the speaker

D. Ozymandias

8. What words appear on the pedestal of the sculpture?

9. Based on the poem, how might Ozymandias be described? Use evidence from the 

text to support your answer.

10. What message might the poet be trying to express with this poem? Be sure to 

consider where the sculpture of Ozymandias was found, and what kind of condition 

the sculpture was in when the traveler found it. Use evidence from the text to support 

your answer.
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