
Tuesday, August 19, 2014 

Dear Parents, 

 Welcome to 4th Grade & NES!! I am so excited that your child is in my class 

this year.  We are off to a great start, and I’m looking forward to a great year.  

There are a few things I want to be sure you know about as we start this year. 

1. We have worked this summer on updating our school website. The district 

site is www.nashvillesd.com. From there, you can access my site for my 

class. The school # is 845-3262.  Please feel free to call at any time if you 

need help or have a question. You can also email me 

joanna.howard@nashvillesd.com. 

2. We use a text message service called Remind to let our parents know about 

homework and other details.  If you have not signed up yet, please do so.  

This is a great tool to let you know about upcoming events.  I have attached 

a page with those directions. 

3. We use the Accelerated Reader program quite a bit to help our students 

improve their desire to read as well as their reading ability.  In a few days, 

your child will receive his/her reading level and point goal for the 9 weeks.  

Your child will have books on the correct level from the library each week.  I 

expect my students to read a few minutes at home every day.  There will be 

2 test grades each 9 weeks based on AR performance.  One grade will be for 

the percent earned of the point goal.  The other grade will be for the 

comprehension average on the tests taken for the 9 weeks.  We also have 

many rewards and incentives throughout the year for those who do well 

earning their AR points. 

4. I send home Scholastic Book Orders each month.  Also attached to this 

note is a letter explaining how to place your order on-line.  On my class 

website, there are recommended books and books on my class Wish List.  I 

encourage you to talk to you child about books he/she likes and allow them to 

order from time to time.  Our first order is due September 5. 

5. On a final note, I want to briefly explain my classroom management system.  

Each child has a pocket in their binder and has opportunities to earn tickets 

each day.  Every other Friday, the students will get to “shop” in my treat 

store spend their tickets. I will also call you or send notes home when your 

child does well.  When a student misbehaves, he/she will sign the book at the 

http://www.nashvillesd.com/


back of the classroom.  When a student signs the book, they miss 5 minutes 

of recess time.  Signing the book twice will result in missing 10 minutes of 

recess.  Signing a third time in one day will result in detention.  I usually give 

2 or 3 warnings before a child signs the book.  So, if your child says he/she 

had to go to detention, they had misbehaved at least 6 times.  A severe 

infraction will result in immediate detention or visit with the principal. 

Please feel free to contact me anytime you have a question or concern.  My lunch 

time is 11:10-11:55, and my conference time is 1:25-2:10.  Those are the best times 

to catch me during the school day.  

I look forward to getting to know you and your child through this year.  Your child 

is your most precious possession, and I am so thankful for your trust in me to 

teach your child.  I promise to give my best effort to your child each day! 

 

Thanks so much, 

 

 

Joanna Howard 

NES 4th Grade 


