
A Special Meeting of the Board of Education  
Nashville School District 

August 12, 2021 
 

A special meeting of the Board of Education of the Nashville School District was called to order at 12:06 
by President David Hilliard.  Other members present were: Jamar Finley, Nick Britt, Tem Gunter, and 
Jerry Wilson.  
 
Superintendent Douglas Graham reviewed the 2021-2022 Budget with the board and asked for any 
questions regarding the 2021-2022 Budget. With nothing further, the board moved to the next item on 
the agenda. 
 
Mr. Graham asked the board to consider options for masks. He stated that currently Howard County has 
93 active cases and a 14% positivity rate. Most recent guidelines state that in the event that a person 
test positive for COVID, the close contacts would not have to quarantine if both were wearing a mask, 
unless showing symptoms. Howard Memorial Hospital CEO Debra Wright then addressed the board. 
Mrs. Wright stated that she recommends to follow the current Arkansas Department of Health 
guidelines for going back to school. She also advised that in the Southwestern Region there are 0 ICU 
beds available for adults or children and that Howard Memorial Hospital only has 2 ICU beds but 
currently is holding 5 ICU patients. Mrs. Wright reiterated that she would appeal to the board to put 
something in place to require masks indoors. Mayor Billy Ray Jones then addressed the board, stating 
that our current situation is different than it was last year and he feared of it getting out of hand. After 
further discussion, Mr. Graham recommended the board approve a mask mandate for all students K-12, 
employees, and visitors while in a school building. Mr. Graham told the board he did not want anything 
permanent and wanted to re-evaluate in 30 days. Nick Britt made a motion to approve the mask 
mandate policy presented by Mr. Graham. Tem Gunter seconded the motion. It passed 5-0. 
 
Jamar Finley made a motion to adjourn, with Tem Gunter seconding the motion. The meeting adjourned 
at 1:00.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________             _______________________________________ 
David Hilliard, President           Nick Britt, Secretary 
 


