
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

Nashville School District 

September 20, 2021 

 
 
The Annual Report to the Public began at 5:38 on the above date with each of the following 
administrators reporting highlights from their buildings such as enrollment figures, new and ongoing 
learning programs, and building themes and goals: Nathan Evans, Nashville Primary -568; Rick 
Rebsamen, Nashville Elementary – 414; Ashley Riggs, Nashville Junior High – 484; Tate Gordon, Nashville 
High School – 445, for a total of 1,911 total students. Kim Slayton reported on Curriculum and Douglas 
Graham reported on Federal Programs. Kristy Cox reported on the Gifted and Talented Program, 
explaining schedules, quiz bowl, chess, and robotics. LaDonna Curtis gave a report of Special services. 
Holly Couch reported on Dyslexia services and testing within the district. James Nichols, Transportation 
Director reported that the district has 28 buses and 17 routes. A copy of each report is attached. 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Nashville School Board was called to order by 

President David Hilliard at 6:39 PM. Other members present were Jamar Finley, Nick Britt, Tem Gunter, 

and Jerry Wilson.  

 

Tem Gunter made a motion to approve the minutes from the Regular August Board Meeting, as well as 

the minutes from the August 30th Special Board Meeting. Jerry Wilson seconded the motion. It passed 5-

0. 

 

Superintendent Douglas Graham stated that there was no old business to discuss. 

 

With 26.79% of the budget spent and an operating balance of $3,946,432, Mr. Graham recommended 

the payment of bills. Jamar Finley made a motion to approve. Nick Britt seconded the motion. It passed 

5-0. 

 
Mr. Graham recommended the board approve the purchase of two tubas and a bass clarinet from 

Cooper Band Instrument Repair, Inc. for $21,416.32. Mr. Graham explained to the board that currently 

some instruments were having to be shared because of shortage and after speaking with Band Director 

Cody Ford this purchase would help eliminate instrument sharing. Nick Britt made a motion to approve 

the purchase of instruments for $21,416.32. Tem Gunter seconded the motion. It passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Graham recommended the board approve a bid from Fresh Coat Painting Services for $17,460 to 

power wash and paint Whiteside Gym. Mr. Graham explained to the board that once started there 

would more than likely be additional costs to replace boards, etc. due to the condition of the exterior 

boards on Whiteside Gym. Jamar Finley made a motion to accept the bid from Fresh Coat Painting 

Services for $17,460. Jerry Wilson seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Graham asked the board to keep the mask mandate in place, at this time. He reported to the board 

that as of today we had 20 students not in school due to being positive for COVID or a close contact. Mr. 

Graham reported that other districts, of similar size, who opted out of a mask mandate at the beginning 

of the year have had to reconsider and either put in place a mandate or strongly recommend due to the 



number of students not in school being extremely high. Mr. Graham also showed a map from ACHI to 

the board that showed the numbers within the Nashville School District entire population still being in 

the red. He told the board he hated to move too quickly and remove the mask mandate and our 

numbers increase drastically. Mr. Graham did state that he would keep watch on the numbers within 

the district and community and if needed, the mandate could be reconsidered at any time. Tem Gunter 

made a motion to keep the mask mandate in place until further notice. Jamar Finley seconded the 

motion. It passed 5-0. 
 

During his Superintendent report, Mr. Graham told the board there were a couple of things he would 

like to be considered in the future. The first being additional seating and press box at the softball field in 

the park. He told the board that the park thinks they can write a grant and get both the softball field 

upgrade as well as new tennis courts partially covered. Mr. Graham also stated that park officials 

suggested adding two new tennis courts with seating and lighting by the soccer complex and making 

improvements to the one by the stage. Mr. Graham also asked the board to be considering a Scrapper 

Hall of Fame. He stated that it is time, we as a district, make this decision to recognize the 

accomplishments of past Scrappers. Mr. Graham said it could be just for athletics or for any 

accomplishment. He stated at one time it was talked about making a Wall of Fame in the Scrapper Room 

but he would even like to think about buying an empty in town to put in a Hall of Fame.   

 

At 7:04, Nick Britt made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel. Tem Gunter 

seconded the motion. At 7:33, the meeting resumed.   

 

Mr. Graham asked the board to accept the resignations of Linney Calderon, ESL Aide, and Symone 
Walton, Elementary Custodian. Jamar Finley made a motion to accept the resignations. Jerry Wilson 
seconded the motion. It passed 5-0. 
 
Mr. Graham recommended the employment of Charles Gamble, Primary Custodian, as well as, adding 
.25 to Virgil Hellum’s contract for teaching an extra Physical Science Class, adding .25 to Scott Horne’s 
contract for teaching an extra Chemistry Class, and changing Ashley Hale’s hourly rate to $21.73 per 
hour, retroactive to September 1st, for taking on the clerical and paperwork for Food Service. Nick Britt 
made a motion to accept Mr. Graham’s recommendations as presented. Jamar Finley seconded the 
motion. It passed 5-0. 
  
Tem Gunter made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jamar Finley seconded the motion. It passed 5-0. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM.  

 

 

 

 

_________________________________  _______________________________________ 

David Hilliard, President     Nick Britt, Secretary 


