
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

Nashville School District 

May 18, 2020 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Nashville School Board was called to order by 

President Jerry Wilson at 5:42 PM. Members present were David Hilliard, Jamar Finley, Nick Britt and 

Tem Gunter. 

 

Nick Britt made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular board meeting held April 20, 2020. 

Jamar Finley seconded the motion with it passing 5-0. 

 

Superintendent Doug Graham said there was no old business to discuss. 

 

Mr. Graham recommended with 70.90% of the budget spent and an operating balance of $5,295,880.59 

that we approve the payment of bills. David Hilliard made a motion to approve the bills with Jamar 

Finley seconding. The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Graham presented two student insurance quotes for next school year. The two quotes were from 

Dwight Jones Agency for $34,869.60 per year for two years, and Monarch Management Corp. for an 

annual premium of $30,995.19. Mr. Graham recommended we stay with Dwight Jones despite the larger 

premium citing the 40 years we have been doing business with them, the fact that they are loyal and 

supporting the community. Tem Gunter added that he has personally done business with them for the 

last two years, and acknowledged the local aspect and speaking to a local person is a good way to do 

business.  Mr. Graham recommended we opt for the two year plan which would cover us through 2022. 

He noted that going with the higher bid would require a letter to the auditor explaining why we didn’t 

take the lowest bid. He said he would gladly explain that to the auditor.  David Hilliard made a motion to 

approve the bid from Dwight Jones for a two year plan with Tem Gunter seconding. This passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Graham presented an approval contract for Aramark. The Dept. of Education wants to make sure we 

are still happy with our contract with the company. This is year 5 of our 5 year contract with Aramark. 

Next year we will have to bid out and have a formal process for our food service company so Mr. 

Graham recommends we approve this contract for the 2020-2021 school year. While we acknowledge 

there are things that need to be improved we are happy with the amount of kids that are being served 

and Aramark’s willingness to listen to issues and solve problems.  Jamar Finley made a motion to 

approve the contract while David Hilliard seconded the motion. It passed 5-0. 

 

There was no one from PPC to present comments. 

 

In Mr. Graham’s superintendent report he explained that he watched a zoom meeting this morning 

about the district’s stimulus money for COVID-19. Nashville qualified for $485,900 in funds which will be 

used to prepare for a blended/virtual learning moving forward as well as to offset costs associated with 

COVID-19 such as food service. The district will meet with teachers/staff to come up with a presentation 

system for new material so students will not lose ground should cancelations continue or another 

situation like this arises in the future. The district will require blended learning from all teachers whether 



we are in school or not. We want to get ahead of the purchasing of new technology with the shortage of 

devices currently in the nation. We can’t fix the issue of inadequate wi-fi in the district, but we are 

looking at having a system in place where kids can have devices, take them to wi-fi enabled locations, 

download their work, take that home to work on it, and return to a wi-fi spot to upload their 

assignments.  

The 20th is when the governor is supposed to come out with announcements for schools. We are 

hopeful to get time lines for summer school, student athletics, graduations, etc. We have scheduled 

graduation for July 17, but that could change depending on what the governor says at the end of June. 

We will make alternative plans should the need arise. 

 

Mr. Graham recommended we accept the resignations for Clyde Jefferson and Rachel Neeley. David 

Hilliard made a motion to accept the resignations with Jamar Finley seconding. This passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Graham recommended the hiring of T.J. Langley for Teacher/Coach, Amanda Puryear for Primary 

Teacher, and a summer floor crew consisting of Lester Stewart, James Baron, Delford Traylor, Courtney 

Hampton, Mark Scroggins, Debra Thurman and Paul Edwards. Jamar Finley made a motion to hire with 

David Hilliard seconding. This passed 5-0. 

 

David Hilliard made a motion to adjourn the meeting with Jamar Finley seconding. This passed 5-0. The 

meeting was adjourned at 6:05PM. 
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