
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

Nashville School District 

April 20, 2020 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Nashville School Board was called to order by 

President Jerry Wilson at 5:37 PM. Members present were David Hilliard, Jamar Finley, Nick Britt and 

Tem Gunter. 

 

David Hilliard made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 16, 2020 Regular Meeting and the 

April 6, 2020 Special Meeting. Jamar Finley seconded the motion with it passing 5-0. 

 

Superintendent Doug Graham said there was no old business. 

 

Mr. Graham recommended with 64.3% of the budget spent and an operating balance of $4,936,323.24 

that we approve the payment of bills. Jamar Finley made a motion to approve with David Hilliard 

seconding. This passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Graham had it on the agenda to consider a bus bid, but he wanted to table the topic at this time. He 

wants to figure out the money situation with the effect of the COVID-19 situation on property taxes and 

school finances.  

 

Mr. Graham presented a Title VI B Assurance contract for the board to consider and sign. This is for Mrs. 

Ladonna Curtis to apply for SPED funds, which she has done for the past several years. It is Mrs. Curtis’s 

responsibility to spend the money correctly. The funds should be in excess of$600,000. Jamar Finley 

made a motion to approve the contract with David Hilliard seconding. This passed 5-0. 

 

There was nobody present to present any PPC comments. 

 

In Mr. Graham’s superintendent report he drew attention to architect renderings of Wilson Park. These 

plans would have chairbacks, restrooms, a new pressbox and other updates. He is interested in bidding 

for the project but emphasized it would be a slow ball on it. He doesn’t want to spend money that we 

might need academically during this time. We have time to get this done if we wait until next school 

year to approve once the money situation is clearer.  Mr. Graham said many times that the teachers and 

the kids are first, and that we would only move forward with this project if we were sure on the funding. 

He expects it to be $300,000-$400,000.  

 

Mr. Graham talked about the CARES act that the federal government has passed with stimulus money 

for schools. We are waiting to see what we are allowed to spend that money on as well as a total 

number, although we are expected to get over $500,000. Mr. Graham says the district needs to pay back 

expenses incurred due to COVID-19,  and that we also need to take a good look at technology in the 

district. We need to have something in place where we can effectively meet the needs of our students 

and teach new material. This money is a great responsibility, and Mr. Graham says we will get the right 

people on it so that we can spend this money in a way to benefit our teachers and students for years to 

come. 



Tem Gunter asked if there were any savings that the school district may have to offset some of the extra 

spending. Mr. Graham said there certainly were such as extra-curricular bus costs as well as utilities, but 

we needed to look at the numbers before we could say anything definitively.  

 

David Hilliard made a motion to excuse for executive session in regards to the re-employment of staff. 

Jamar Finley seconded. Executive Session began at 6:06 PM. 

 

Jerry Wilson called the Regular Meeting back to order at 6:50 PM. 

 

Mr. Graham recommends the re-employment of staff as presented for the 20-21 school year with the 

exception of removing Earl Lollis. David Hilliard made a motion to accept with Nick Britt seconding. This 

passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Graham recommended we accept the resignation of Ted Green. He also recommended the 

resignation of Maddie McRae as softball coach and Rick Baker as JH Head Football coach (with McRae 

and Baker still employed for the district elsewhere). Tem Gunter made a motion to approve with Jamar 

Finley seconding. This passed 5-0. 

 

 

Mr. Graham recommended the employment of the following: Chris Benson-Teacher/Coach, Boomer 

Brown-Teacher/Coach, Leslie Strong-High School Math, Kynnedi Gordon-Junior High Cheer Coach, 

Maddie McRae-Head Tennis Coach, John Martin-transfer from Junior Girls to Junior Boys 

Basketball/Assistant Football, Kirk Benson-transfer from Senior Football to Head Junior High Football 

Coach. Jamar Finley made a motion to approve the recommendations for employment with David 

Hilliard seconding. This passed 5-0. 

 

David Hilliard made a motion to adjourn the meeting with Nick Britt seconding. This passed 5-0. The 

meeting was adjourned at 6:56 PM. 
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