
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

Nashville School District 

December 16, 2019 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Nashville School Board was called to order by 

President Randy Elliott at 5:31 PM. Other members present were Jerry Wilson, David Hilliard and Nick 

Britt. Jamar Finley was absent. 

 

David Hilliard made a motion to approve minutes from the November meeting. Jerry Wilson seconded 

the motion. It passed 4-0. 

 

Superintendent Doug Graham reported that the Wilson Park updates were 60-65% completed. He 

expects the turf to be completed when we get a few days of good weather. 

 

With 44.8% of the budget spent and an operating balance of $5,555,449.70 Mr. Graham recommended 

the payment of the bills. Nick Britt made a motion to approve. David Hilliard seconded. It passed 4-0. 

 

Stacia Petty presented a group of 1st graders in a Christmas musical. Mrs. Petty takes groups of students 

to places around the community this time of year to sing to the public. They have already sang at the 

museum, nursing homes and Old Washington. They will be singing at local banks this week. 

 

Ms. Charlotte Green gave a presentation on Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.  She stressed the 

importance of 0-5 education equity and the accessibility of books to all pre K students in Howard 

County. David Hilliard made a motion to invest in Imagination Library. Jerry Wilson seconded the 

motion. It passed 4-0. 

 

Tate Gordon, Shawn Dale, and Aleshia Erwin presented a proposal to hold the Jr/Sr Prom off campus at 

one of the local venues, Occassions or Off the Beaten Track (possibly rotating each year). They proposed 

the move off campus will reduce wear and tear on the cafeteria, save on substitutes and missing classes, 

and end up saving money. Mr. Graham suggested we wait for feedback from the community and board 

members before making a decision after the first of the year. 

 

Mr. Graham presented that the new minimum wage law will take effect January 1, impacting a few of 

our employees. The 7 or 8 employees that make below minimum wage currently will be increased to 

$10 an hour starting in January. The minimum substitute pay will also increase to accommodate the 

increase. The following January will be the next step taken to be in compliance with new minimum wage 

laws. 

 

Mr. Graham presented for the facility division a new schematic for the Fine Arts Center. The architect 

drew up plans for a 20,000 sq ft facility with 900 seats. The schematic does not include the testing 

center that was discussed and is a first draft from the builders with no input from staff. Mr. Graham 

hopes for a facility that could seat half of the student population for events.  

 



 

Mr. Graham also presented from the Arkansas Activities Association enrolling in esports. Students 

statewide and nationwide participate, and this would be a wonderful opportunity for our students. 

 

Mr. Graham recommended the transfer of Amber Perez from ESL Aide to Nashville Primary Secretary 2. 

He also recommended the hiring of Cynthia Hernandez for ESL Aide at Nashville Primary and Tandie Ray 

for Junior High Science. David Hilliard made a motion to hire. Jerry Wilson seconded. It passed 4-0. 

 

The next school board meeting will be held on Tuesday January 21 as Monday January 20 is Martin 

Luther King Day with school being out. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:47. Wilson:Hilliard 4-0. 

 

 

 

 

 

 _________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Randy Elliott, President     David Hilliard, Secretary 

 

 


