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Have You Heard What’s Happening with Douglass Schools?
By: Rob Reynolds

Exciting things are happening at Douglass Schools.  The Community of Douglass has spoken and shown their 
support for the school district.  The importance of education and the belief that the children of the community 
should have safe and secure schools is a message that we have heard loud and clear.  The May passage of the $8.99 
million bond issue was approved by voters with an 83% margin.  The staff and school district are grateful for the 
overwhelming support and very appreciative of the confidence the citizens have in the Douglass School District.  
We are pleased that through the efforts of our district steering committee of over 30 district patrons, a transparent 
approach has garnered overwhelming support for the bond issue.

The school improvement project is moving along and the pieces are falling into place.  The project is focused on 
three major areas;   safety and security improvements, aging facility upgrades and facility renovations and additions.   
The improvements at Seal Elementary will help bring our oldest building in the district up to modern standards, 
while keeping the focus on creating a safe and secure learning environment.  The updates to the high school and 
middle school not only focuses on safety and security, but utilize existing space to make much needed upgrades to 
enhance the learning environment for our students.   During the information phase before the bond election, it was 
estimated that the bond issue would increase the tax rate by 4.25 mills.  I am pleased to report that the bond issue 
actually did not raise the mill rate, as a matter of fact the total mill levy dropped 2 mills.  The district is currently 
working with the architects to finalize the designs of the project and the board will be issuing requests for proposals 
for a Construction Manager at Risk.  The initial timeline has construction slated to begin in December 2016 and end 
in the fall of 2017.  
 
Enrollment numbers at the elementary and middle school have increased for the first time in over 15 years.  Due 
to the welcomed increase in enrollment, the district hired two new elementary teachers to help keep the class sizes 
manageable.  We are very excited about the signs of growth and the stabilization of the numbers at Seal Elementary 
and look forward to providing a wonderful education to the children of the Douglass Community.

In keeping technology at the forefront of preparing our children for the future, Douglass High School rolled out 
Chromebooks this fall.  Our students are engaged in a full one to one implementation of Chromebook devises, which 
will support the implementation of Google Classroom.  With the outstanding efforts and preparation of the Douglass 
staff, our kids are already taking advantage of improved learning opportunities through the use of technology.  
Improvements to the districts wireless infrastructure through the use of e-rate funds, the district has been able to 
cost-effectively maintain the district’s technology infrastructure.  Elementary and middle school students are also 
receiving enhanced technology opportunities with additional IPads and laptop availability in their classrooms.

On behalf of the staff, students and Board of education I would like to thank the community for its continued support 
and we look forward to the exciting opportunities in store for the students at Douglass Schools. 
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TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Elementary School	 747-3350
Middle School	 747-3340
High School	 747-3310
Central Office	 747-3300
Transportation                         747-3370
Internet:                       www.usd396.net

Douglass USD 396 does not discriminate on the basis 
of sex, race, color, national origin, handicap, or age in 
admission or access to, or treatment of employment in, 
its programs or activities.  For any questions regarding 
the district’s compliance, please contact: USD 396 
Superintendent of Schools, 921 East First, Douglass, KS 
67039.  (316)747-3300.

An Equal Employment/Educational 
Opportunity Agency

USD 396 Board of Education

Brent Nispel .........................................President
KaLyn Nethercot..........................Vice-President
Les Braddy .............................................Member
Becky Mitchell....................................... Member
Mike Shirley...........................................Member
Troy Starr................................................Member
Sean Stover.............................................Member
Rob Reynolds............................. Supt. of Schools

Seal Elementary 
kindergarten students 
cordially invite their 

grandparents to join them 
for refreshments in the 
kindergarten hallway.

Date: Friday, September 23rd
Time: 2:30 pm

Location: Seal Elementary 
Kindergarten Hallway

Activity: Cookies, punch 
and fellowship

BOE BRIEFS

*approved the 2016-17 policy changes as 
presented.  
*approved to hire 2 new elementary school 
teachers.
*accepted the resignation from Danica Edris as 
a CTE/Special Education van driver

Middle School 
Spirit Wear 

Middle school students and parents have an 
opportunity to purchase t-shirts and hooded 
sweatshirts that are designed especially for 
Sisk Middle School.  Students will be bringing 
home order forms which are due back to their 
home room teachers on or before September 9th.  
Payments are made directly to Spirit and Pride in 
the envelopes provided.  

The Scholastic Reading Club is back in the 
middle school!  Your student will bring home a 
catalog (or two) each month.  Scholastic offers 
a great selection of NEW and popular books 
at great prices.  You can even find a book for 
$1.00—this month it is the “Westing Game” by 
Ellen Raskin and the Young Reader’s Edition of 
“Pay it Forward” by Catherine Ryan Hyde.  

The best part is every time you order books 
through Scholastic, the library earns points and 
we get FREE books!

There are two ways to order:  fill out the catalog 
form, pay by check, and have your student return 
it to the Middle School library—or order on-line.  
Happy shopping—it’s a fun and affordable way 
to look at books together and to show your child 
that reading is important!
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Hello Parents and friends of the PTO!

Summer went way to fast as far as I’m concerned!  
Maybe some of you all think the same?  With 
school starting, please start thinking about how 
you can become involved in our PTO this school 
year and help us do those extra things to enrich 
the school experience for our kids and show our 
appreciation for our great teachers!

A note on our fall fundraiser:
We voted in our April meeting to try something 
different this fall, instead of the typical sales 
fundraiser.  So, this fall we are going to do a 
Fun Run and the kids will be asked to get flat 
donations as pledges to run and participate in 
the Fun Night to follow the run (and also some 
other prizes).  The main reasons we decided to 
do this were to avoid selling and distributing 
things and to be able to keep 100% of the profits 
and not just a percentage (typically 40%) of the 
sales total.  As a bonus though, we are hoping 
this Fun Run and Fun Night will turn out to be a 
great community event!  Please come join us on 
October 1st to cheer the kids on and have FUN 
with your neighbors and friends! 

It’s going to be a leap of faith, and so I hope we 
can count on you to do your best to support us!  
The fall fundraiser is typically our biggest source 
of income and so we will need to try to match the 
funds from previous years, so that we can keep 
doing the things we do as a PTO (as you know 
it takes $$ to put on and sponsor the things we 
do).  

So whether you, the reader, have a child in 
the elementary school or are just a community 
patron, if you would do your best to be willing 
to say ‘YES’ to the kiddos when they ask you 
if you will sponsor them, it would be so much 
appreciated!!  It doesn’t have to be a huge amount, 
a little bit from many people can add up to big 
successes overall!  And remember all donations 
are tax deductible because the PTO is a 501c3 
organization!  Thank you!

  

Don’t forget to put the following dates on your 
calendar and plan to attend these PTO related 
activities please!   

PTO Meeting Dates – always at 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
in the elementary school library and typically the 
first Monday of the month.  Except in September 
and January (these will be the first Tuesday of the 
month).

Ice Cream Social – September 13, 2016 – 6:00-
7:30 a.m.
Fall Fundraiser Fun Run – October 1, 2016
Donuts w/ Dad – November 9, 2016 – 7:30 am
Muffins w/ Mom – March 2, 2017 – 7:30 am
Spring Bingo Night – February 25, 2017

And remember, shopping at Dillons converts to 
cash for our PTO, so please make sure your Plus 
Card is registered to donate to our PTO.  If you 
need details on how to sign up, check out the 
PTO page on the school website or message a 
PTO officer via PTO page (Leonard Seal PTO) 
on Facebook!

Finally, please keep saving Box Tops for 
Education and send those in with your kiddo when 
school starts (or drop off in any of the collection 
boxes we have around the community).  We 
have contests each month for the class with the 
most box tops and the winners get a POPCORN 
party! 

Keep up with PTO happenings on our Facebook 
page Leonard Seal PTO.

Have a great year and thanks for supporting the 
kids and teachers through our PTO! 

Written by: Becky Mitchell,  PTO president

 PTO NEWS
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS
Seal Elementary Welcomes 

Three New Teachers

Welcome fifth grade teacher Mrs. Darcy Seal! Mrs. Seal 
is beginning her 14th year of teaching. Her previous 
13 years have been spent at Price Harris Elementary in 
Wichita where she taught first and third grades. Mrs. 
Seal is a graduate of Wichita State University, and she 
holds endorsements to teach elementary and English 
Language Learners. Before teaching Mrs. Seal was 
a stylist and spent many years in retail management. 
Mrs. Seal and husband Ken recently built a new home 
outside of Rock, Kansas. They enjoy spending time 
with their children, Jerod, Crystal, Eddie and Kellie as 
well as their granddaughter Kimber. Hobbies that Mrs. 
Seal enjoys include surfing, sewing and reading. 

Welcome fourth grade teacher Mrs. Marci Roberts! 
Mrs. Roberts is a first year teacher who is no stranger 
to Seal Elementary. Mrs. Roberts has been a long-time 
substitute teacher in our district, and she completed 
her student teaching last year at Seal Elementary. 
Mrs. Roberts is a graduate of Southwestern College 
in Winfield, Kansas and a Douglass High School 
alumni. She and husband, Mark, are lifelong Douglass 
residents where they are raising their children, Kyle, 
Justin, Trent and Avery. Mrs. Roberts enjoys school 
work, watching movies, and going to concerts in her 
spare time.

 

Welcome early childhood special education 
teacher Mrs. McKenzie Webber! Mrs. Webber is 
entering her 7th year of teaching. Her previous 6 
years of experience have been in the El Dorado 
school district at Jefferson Elementary teaching 
kindergarten, at-risk preschool and early childhood 
special education. Mrs. Webber is a DHS alumni 
and graduate of K-State. She is currently working 
on her masters at Emporia State University. Mrs. 
Webber and husband, Allen, have a son, Bryden, 
and they are looking forward to moving back to 
Douglass soon. Hobbies that Mrs. Webber enjoys 
include reading, exercise and anything outdoors. 
She is excited about the great start to her school 
year. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

This past June sixteen students from Sisk Middle 
School participated in Camp Butler 2000. Camp 
Butler 2000 celebrated it’s 25th year since it 
began in 1991 by Butler county superintendents 
as a response to the high drop-out rate and low 
college entrance rates.  

That first year, approximately 6-10 middle 
school students in each Butler county school 
were chosen as part of the first group of campers 
that learned leadership skills, college and career 
readiness expectations.  What began on the Butler 
Community College campus 25 years ago, and 
has changed hundreds of lives for students, is still 
going strong today.  On June 9th, Douglass was 
proud to have six eighth grade students graduate 
from Camp Butler 2000.  These students began 
as sixth graders, completed all three years of 
summer camp and graduated from the program 
at the formal banquet.  Lucas Bohannon, Blaize 
Dodson, Jenna Etter, Heather Foltz, Lauryn 
Gilpin  and Nate Moore were our Sisk Middle 
School graduates this year.  

Upon completion of high school graduation, they 
will be awarded two years of free tuition and 
books at Butler Community College.  Seventh 
grade Butler 2000 students are Trevor Brock, 
Caden Davis, Emily Norton, Layla Rhodes-
Turner, and James Triplett.  Sixth grade Butler 
2000 students are Emma Carr, Jessica Headrick 

Melissa Lehrmann, Frank Tilton, and Chris Titus.  
A picture of Phase 2 (seventh grade campers) 
is shown.  Daily activities in the arts, science, 
personal and social development, and college and 
career readiness skills are taught and learned by 
the students through their three years of camp.  

BUTLER 2000

Girls Rock Science Camp at WATC 

On June 1st and 2nd six girls at Sisk Middle 
School attended the Girls Rock Science Camp at 
Wichita Area Technical College.  Jordan Brewer, 
Brooklynn Carver, Faith Harmon, Jessica 
Headrick, Jeanette Lehrmann and Melissa 
Lehrmann spent two days with college instructors 
learning about the exciting career opportunities 
in science, technology, engineering and math.  
These young ladies worked together with other 
girls from the surrounding Wichita area to solve 
problems, and compete in challenges and apply 
creative thinking skills.
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

 

DHS Launches a 1:1 
Technology Initiative

I am excited to announce that Douglass High School 
has launched a one to one technology initiative for 
students for the 2016/2017 school year. After a two 
year process, through which a team of teachers and 
administrators have researched, tested devices, visited 
other area schools, and attended training sessions, we 
have chosen Chromebooks and the Google platform 
for this venture. 

One to one simply means that each and every student 
has been issued a school owned Chromebook to use for 
educational purposes both at school and at home. For 
those of you who may not be familiar, Chromebooks 
are devices that have the capabilities of a laptop with 
several advantages in the school setting that typical 
PC’s do not allow. Chromebooks run on the Google 
Chrome Operating System, and they deliver applica-
tions over the internet. All information is continuously 
saved in the cloud as students work, and software up-
dates automatically. Chromebooks do have a single 
USB port as well which allows for flash storage so 
students have the capability of working offline when 
necessary. Another key advantage of Chromebooks is 
that, unlike PC’s, they boot up almost instantaneous-
ly which translates to minimal class time being lost. 
Chromebooks also have a battery life that will typical-
ly have the ability to extend throughout the school day 
under normal use. Lastly, because these devices oper-
ate on the Google Operating System, teachers have 
the ability to utilize Google Classroom and Google 
Apps for Education to streamline assigning of tasks 
and class work while enabling students the ability to 
complete and turn in assignments electronically. 

We are confident that this initiative of technology will 
continue to help our students develop 21st Century 
Skills such as project collaboration and communica-
tion as well as further their progress toward becoming 
college and career ready. This will provide an excel-
lent opportunity for our students, and we are looking 
forward to an outstanding year of learning!

Scott Dunham
Principal
Douglass High School & Sisk Middle School

We are very excited to welcome Aleisha Christner 
BACK to DHS. She is an alum from the class of 
2011 and now she returns to teach Sophomore 
English and Forensics for us! She recently was 
married to her husband Keaton. This is her first 
teaching job since graduating college. In her free 
time she likes to read, take walks and draw. Her 
favorite part about being back at DHS is the staff 
members and the incredible kids. We are excited 
to have Aleisha this year!

 
Josh Fleig began teaching band in 2006 and 
taught many years of private guitar lessons as an 
undergraduate.

His latest hobby (obsession) is chess. He has a 
good friend who turned him on to the game. It is 
incredibly challenging and never boring. He also 
enjoys barbecuing. He doesn’t mind saying that 
his ribs, pulled pork and brisket are the best!

The most exciting part about teaching for the 
Douglass school district is the fact that he gets 
to teach such a variety of grade levels. At the 
moment this is also the most challenging part of 
his job! He has absolutely enjoyed working with 
my high school students and getting to know his 
colleagues here at DHS.

NEW STAFF
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
	 Counselor Updates

September       
14 – Registration deadline for Sept. 21 ASVAB 
(Sign up in Office)
10 -  ACT
16 –Registration deadline for Oct. 22 ACT 
(register @ www.act.org)
21 –  ASVAB (see story)
27-   Kansas State Rep here during Lunch

October
6-Newman University Rep here during Lunch
12- Registration deadline for PSAT/NMSQT 
12-ASVAB Interpretation 
14-NO School Teacher Work Day
17- KU Honors Program @ El Dorado HS
18- All Seniors to Futures Fair (Dana Houser will 
take all Seniors to Koch Arena on this day)
Future Fair Information @  http://www.futuresfair.
org
19 – PSAT/NMSQT  (see story) Sophomores & 
Juniors (optional)
19 –20 Parent Teacher Conferences
21-NO School
22 – ACT Assessment @ Douglass High School
28- NO School Teacher Inservice
		                    	

PSAT/NMSQT

On Wednesday, October 19, juniors and 
sophomores at Douglass High School will have 
the opportunity to take the Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).  Taking this 
test should provide helpful assistance to students 
in making future plans concerning college.

The PSAT/NMSQT measures verbal and 
mathematical reasoning skills and writing skills 
which are abilities important in doing college 
work.  The test also allows students a chance to 
find out what the SAT is like.

Other reasons for taking this test include:  1) 
a chance to compete for scholarships; 2) an 
opportunity to compare results with others; and 
3) an opportunity to enter the student search and 
receive materials from different colleges and 
universities.

The cost is $14.00 make checks payable to 
Douglass High School. Sophomores and Juniors 
should sign up in the office.  The test will be 
given in the multi-purpose room starting at 8:00 
a.m.  Students may pick up a study guide in from 
Dana Houser.  Deadline for registering for the 
test is Wednesday, October 12th.

ASVAB

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery 
(ASVAB) will be given to all interested juniors 
and seniors at DHS on Wednesday, September 
21. The test will be given in the multi-purpose 
room beginning at 8:00 a.m.

The ASVAB is designed to help students in 
making decisions concerning their future plans.  
The test is also a required step for those who 
ultimately decide on a military enlistment.  
Military and civilian personnel will administer 
the test at no cost to students.  Students are under 
no obligation to anyone by taking the test.  
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
KANSAS HONORS PROGRAM

Each year the University of Kansas Alumni 
Association honors the top ten percent 
academically of each senior class in all Kansas 
high schools. Academic records through the 
previously completed semester are used to 
determine the students to be honored.

Seniors from DHS who are recipients include: 
Vaughn Anderson, Shayna Bergley, Jonathon 
Skinner, Emily Valentine, Gabriel Wasson, 
Madison Woody, Allison Zalusky.  These students 
and those from all high schools in Butler, Elk, 
and Greenwood Counties are invited to attend the 
Kansas Honors Program at the El Dorado High 
School on Monday, October 17th. Their parents, 
principals, and superintendents are also invited.  

Congratulations to these individuals for their 
outstanding scholastic achievement.

Futures Fair

All DHS Seniors will attend the Futures Fair 
held at Wichita State University, Koch Arena 
on October 18th . This fair provides a one-stop 
shop for postsecondary options after high school. 
Representatives from more than 100 local and 
national postsecondary institutions attend Futures 
Fair each year.                                                                       

2016-17 ACT Registration and 
Test Dates REGISTER @ www.act.org

Registration Deadline             Test Date
Sept. 16			   October 22
Nov. 4				    December 10
Jan. 13				   February 11
March 3			   April 8
May 5				    June 10

Students may pick up a free ACT study guide 
from the Counselor’s Office.  

DHS STUCO Hosts
 Freshmen Orientation Day 

By Gretchen Grimmett, STUCO Reporter

With games and some dance moves, members 
of STUCO welcomed the incoming freshmen 
to high school on August 17th.  During the day, 
freshmen met their new teachers, found their 
classrooms and learned about the different clubs 
offered at the high school. 

When asked, “What are you most looking forward 
to in High School?”
Lexie Heitkotter, “Getting to be with my friends 
in class.”
Lauryn Gilpin,“Meeting new people.”
Robyn West, “Getting to eat food in class!”
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

Order your DHS yearbook 
today! 

 
The 2016-2017 Yearbooks are currently on sale for $40 until 
November 4th.  

The price rises after 11-4-16. 
 

We still have last year’s 2015-2016 yearbooks for $50.00 (see Mrs. 
Young or Mrs. Green) 

 

Name____________________________ 

Grade ___________ 

Number of yearbooks _____________ 

Total price paid ________________ 

 

*You can also buy a 2017 book online at JostensYearbooks.com 
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South Central Mental Health/Lori Daly  
Independent Facilitator 

 

Parenting the Love and Logic Way™ 

A six session parenting program designed by the Love and Logic Institute. 

Learn how to: 

 Avoid un-winnable power-struggles and arguments 
 Stay calm when your kids do incredibly upsetting things 
 Set enforceable limits 
 Avoid enabling and begin empowering 
 Help your kids learn from mistakes rather than repeating them 
 Raise kids who are family members rather than dictators 

And much more! 
 

This parenting program is designed to give you practical skills  
that can be used immediately! 
Dates: Sep 6, 13, 20, 27 Oct 4, 11 

Time: 6PM – 8PM 
Location: 1831 E 21st St, Andover, KS 67002  

at Hope Community Church 
 Cost: Free, Free Childcare and Dinner Provided 

Facilitators of the Parenting the Love and Logic Way™ curriculum are independent  
and are not employees of the Love and Logic Institute. 

 

 

Please register me for your upcoming Parenting the Love and Logic Way™ September 6 start date 
class! 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ____________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ___________________ 
Phone: __________________________________ Email: ___________________________________ 
Number and ages of children: _________________________________________________________ 
Signature _________________________________________________________________________ 
Email registration to: susankiser@scmhcc.org       OR Mail/drop-off registration at any SCMHCC 
location:  
                  South Central Mental Health - ATTN: Susan Kiser 
         520 E. Augusta Ave., Augusta, KS 67010 
For information contact: Susan Kiser, 316-775-5491 x 215 
2821  
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United States Department of Agriculture

MILK

MILK

MILK

Wake up and fuel up to help your day take off!
U.S. Department of Agriculture  •  Food and Nutrition Service  •  March 2014 

FNS-467-A  •  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
http://teamnutrition.usda.gov
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THE DOUGLASS BOOSTER CLUB WILL BE TAKING ORDERS FOR A STADIUM 
JACKET THROUGH SEPTEMBER 23.  THERE ARE ADULT AND YOUTH SIZES 
AVAILABLE.  ORDERS MUST BE PAID FOR IN ADVANCE.  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE SIZES WE WILL BE AT HOME FOOTBALL GAMES ON SEPTEMBER 9 AND 23 
BY THE CONCESSION STAND.  IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT 
CARRIE SHORES AT 640-3803 OR APRIL HENKE AT 648-6073. 

NAME: _________________________________________________ 

PHONE:  ________________________________________________   

SIZES: (Please Circle) 

YOUTH  S  M  L   

ADULT  S  M  L  XL  XXL  XXXL 
TOTAL COATS ORDERED:  ___________ @ $45.00 Each =  _____________ 
(XXL AND XXXL ADD $5.00 Each = $50.00) 

 

AMOUNT PAID:  _________________   Check # ________ Cash _________ 
DESCRIPTION: 100% Polyester, Diamond Pattern Texture, Heavyweight Fleece Lining, Water Resistant, No 
Drawstring in Youth Hood, Slash Pockets, Elastic Cuffs, Cordlock Adjustments at Hem 
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