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Douglass Public Schools Board Members Leading for Success

January is School Board Recognition Month, a great opportunity to say thank you to the Douglass 
Publc Schools Board of Education who are committed to the success of every student in our 
community.

Our board of education includes Brent Nispel, President, Leslie Braddy, Vice President, Shelby 
Green, Spencer Linville, Katie McCosh, Brook Roberts and Troy Starr.

These seven community leaders volunteer hundreds of hours attending meetings, reading reports 
and discussing plans and programs to support educational achievement. “Our board members 
develop policies and make complex decisions that shape the future of our education system. 
They are accountable for an annual budget of $12.9 million, 615 students, 115 employees and 3 
buildings,” said Robert D Reynolds, Superintendent.

A board member’s responsibility goes far behind the monthly meeting, however.  

“They also communicate with legislators and other policy makers to advocate for our schools 
to make sure every child has access to an excellent education. We are grateful to have this 
opportunity to formally say ‘thank you’ to each of them,” said Reynolds.

Douglass Public Schools encourages the entire community to thank a school board member, not 
only this month but throughout the entire year. 
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USD 396 BOARD OF EDUCATION

Brent Nispel ................................President
Les Braddy......................... Vice President
Shelby Green ..............................  Member
Spencer Linville ...........................Member
Katie McCosh.............................Member
Brook Roberts ..............................Member
Troy Starr .....................................Member

Rob Reynolds .................Supt. of Schools

Douglass USD 396 does not discriminate on 
the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, 
handicap, or age in admission or access to, or 
treatment of employment in, its programs or 
activities.  For any questions regarding the 
district’s compliance, please contact: USD 
396 Superintendent of Schools, 921 East First, 
Douglass, KS 67039.  (316)747-3300.

An Equal Employment/Educational 
Opportunity Agency

IMPORTANT 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Elementary School  747-3350

Middle School  747-3310

High School  747-3310

Central Office  747-3300

Transportation  747-3370

Internet:                 www.usd396.net

BOE BRIEFS
The Douglass Board of Education met in regular session 
Monday, December 13, 2021, in the high school library.  

*approved a donation from PTO - $353.00 – Decoding 
Books for Mrs. Dunham

*approve the 2022 senior class trip

*accepted the settlement with Constellation Energy for 
$71,731.08 with the dispute of service charges in the 
amount of $9587.00

*approved for an additional social worker at the elementary 
school pending ESSER III funding from KSDE

*accepted the resignations from Matt Fox-Middle School 
Social Studies Teacher, High School Assistant Wrestling 
Coach and Middle School Assistant Wrestling Coach and 
Phil Keys-High School Assistant Football Coach and to 
offer employment to Robert Young-Concessions Assistant, 
Matthew Waggoner-Middle School Assistant Girls 
Basketball Coach, Kasi Adams-High School Winter Cheer 
Sponsor, Kathy Hinojosa-Van Driver, Angelica Howard-
Van Driver, Richard Frakes- High School Assistant 
Wrestling Coach and Casey Dressler-High School Assistant 
Wrestling Coach and Middle School Assistant Wrestling 
Coach as needed

*approved to renew the administration contracts through 
the 2023-2024 school year for Rob Reynolds, Kim 
McCune, Scott Dunham and Jason Menard

The Douglass Ministerial Alliance would like to 
thank the Douglass Community which includes 
the students and staff from our Schools, the City 
Building & Library, the Senior Center & Casey’s, 
which helped with the collection of non-perishable 
items, toys and money for the Douglass Community 
Christmas boxes and Angel gifts. It brings us such 
boundless joy and we are so grateful to see our 
community pull together to help 41 families & 50 
kids in need this year. Again, we cannot THANK 
YOU enough for your continued support for our 
community.     Happy New Year & May God Bless 
you all. 
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Policy on School Closings  
Due to Bad Weather

It is that time of the year again to remind everyone of 
our school closing policy:

If adverse weather conditions exist which threaten 
student transportation safety before school begins, 
the announcement will be sent out on the districts 
automated SCHOOL MESSENGER SYSTEM. 
School Messenger allows us to make an actual 
recorded phone call to every parent phone number in 
our school data base. We also make calls to several 
radio and television stations who will announce the 
closing information on the air.  

Every effort will be made to finalize the decision no 
later than 5:30 a.m. of school closing due to adverse 
weather conditions.  On mornings when icing is a 
concern, and forecasts suggest clearing, school may 
be delayed with a late start time of 10:00 a.m.

Decisions on school closings are made at the district 
level based on National Weather Service Data, county-
wide school weather hotline and early morning 
observations by the superintendent and transportation 
director.  Please do not call before 5:30 a.m., as we 
will be analyzing data, making observations and 
preparing to make the decision.

School will not be dismissed due to storm conditions 
that arise during the day as long as it is feasible for 
students and staff to remain at school safely.  The 
district is extremely reluctant to dismiss school early 
if the weather is severe.

Listed below are the radio and television stations that 
will be notified:

KFDI (101.3 FM) 
KSNW - 3
KAKE -10
KWCH - 12

HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR NEWS

Congratulations to the following students on being 
selected to the 2022 All-State Choirs: 

Mixed Choir: Amy Black, Mariah Barkus, Jordie 
Brewer, Kassie Davis

Treble Choir: Kaitlyn Seiwert

Mrs. Seal's fifth grade class collected the most items 
from our annual food drive and helped deliver the 
items to the church. 
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ELEMENTARY NEWS

Seal Elementary Art Spotlight

Warm wishes from the art room! What a strange De-
cember we’ve had with weather. I remember being a 
kid and having white Decembers quite often, but this 
year seems to be holding on just a little tighter to fall 
than usual. Truth be told, I’m fine with that! I’m not a 
cold weather fan by any means. That being said, you 
wouldn’t know it by the art coming out of the art room 
this month. Snowmen are everywhere!

This month, I have been very busy getting all the kid-
dos’ Christmas presents built with the kids and ready 
to take home. By now, you should have seen a white 
bag come home with a handmade thing of beauty that 
each child got to make in class. Because of the size and 
time it takes to create these, we got a bit of a late start 
on the other art projects. I’m just now getting the Best 
In Show pieces chosen and placed on the art bulletin 
board, so this month’s Growl article is a bit different.

I have had the pleasure of witnesses each child in this 
school grow in their art skills over the past (almost) 
four years and they have all grown so much! This 
year, I tried a new project with my third graders just 
to see if they could handle it and…W-O-W! They did 
not disappoint! We worked in oil pastel on light blue 
paper and learned perspective, light source placement, 
shading, and depth. I was so happy how each and every 
student’s piece turned out that I hung them all on the 
wall outside of the art room for everyone to see. The 
compliments have been numerous! If you haven’t seen 
them in color, I encourage you to look at the website 
version of the growl and take a peek. You won’t regret 
it! Way to go 3rd graders!  I’m so proud of you!

~Miss Jessica

Seal Elementary PTO News 
 
Since we last spoke.....
Donuts with Dudes was a huge success! We loved 
seeing the flood of pictures of kids not just with their 
dads, but with the most important males in their lives. 
Dads, grandpas, great-grandpas, uncles, and brothers; 
all were welcomed on November 3rd to enjoy some 
sweets with their kids before sending them to class. 
(You’re welcome Elementary Teachers!) 

Thank you to those who participated in the first ever, 
Freddy’s Fundraiser Night on November 8th in Derby! 
The PTO received a donation of just over $100! 

December 6th was the start of Skate Week at the 
Elementary School! We can’t decide who is more 
excited for this week every year, the kids, or the staff! It 
is not uncommon to see a few adults showing off some 
moves and teaching the kids all the coordination and 
skills that it takes with roller skating. Money collected 
from kids and PTO funds help support this program 
along with the leadership of Brad Reynolds! Thank 
you for all that helped bring such fun to the kids! 

The gift ornament wish list was a hit, as always! As 
the ornaments disappeared from the trees and the gifts 
came into the classrooms, our teachers were reminded 
of the support they have from their parents; THANK 
YOU ALL who participated! 

Looking ahead.... 
January 3 - PTO Meeting at 6 PM. Come checkout 
what PTO is all about!
January 21st - Mother/Son Event! Details will be 
coming soon! 
February 7th - PTO Meeting at 6 PM. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

2nd Nine Weeks Pawsitively Purple 2021

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade

Ava Ast Tanner Allan Sandra Babcock

Logan Babcock Trevor Allan Gentry Bergsten

Emily Bauer Kane Ast Gwen Boyer

Addison Brewer Cale Bahm Jordan DeLano

Justice Elliott Tucker Brock Kendal Frakes

Lucy Garrelts Hallie Cooter Skylar Gleeson

Anthony Hill Kemper Cox Kylie Graham

Haleigh Koslowsky Larkin Daley Charlie Kielhorn

Genny Livengood Emily Downs Braylie Knisley

Hannah Lynn Madison Hanson-Krueger Dixie Lawson

Greta Olson Braiden Higgins Sarah Lynn

Brody Rush Jake Huston Lauren McCosh

Ryan Stiner Bronsyn Knisley Madison Moore

Gracie Tilton Iris Sanchez Sutton O’Crowley

Oliver Tilton Warren Schellenger Addison Scharff

Jason West Logan Spradling Dominique Schellenger

Kendall Stebbins Kinley Schouten

Payton Wiley Kaylee Sherrill

Madison Waggoner

Graeson Walter

Elijah Wasson

Hunter West

Justin West

Anjel Whitt

Collin Wiley

Abigail Williams
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STEP 2: PERSONALIZE YOUR YEARBOOK FOR 

STEP 3: ADD ICONS* FOR        EACH STEP 4: ENTER YOUR INFORMATION 
AND TOTAL YOUR ORDER

ORDER BY:

STEP 1: SELECT YOUR PACKAGE 

(29 characters max.) 
NAME

Icon 1 Icon 2

Icon 3 Icon 4

*IMPORTANT: To add icons, you must first 
purchase personalization in Step 2.
Enter the 4-digit icon code from the chart below 
into the boxes provided. 

Enter Your Package Price 

PPrriiccee TToottaall

Subtotal

TOTAL

YAY! THANKS FOR ORDERING!

Student Name: 
Grade: 
ID#:
Homeroom:
Contact Phone:
Contact Email:

YEARBOOK ORDER FORM

5884

5982

5010

9001

5242

5588

5012

5236 5581 5682 5783

5238 5239 5019 9050 5015 5240 5022

5002 5003 5004 5005 5006 5008 5009

5582 5583 5584 5585 5980 5981 5586

9025 9006 5013 5014 5258 5241 5360

5592 5362 5363 5364 5365 5247 5587

5590 9042 9051 5023 5255 5256 5257

5367 5253 5018 5021 5591 9036 9037

5011

5001

5130

9007

5025

5589

5366

5985

© 2018 Jostens, Inc. 181848C

QQuuaannttiittyy

6086 6187

To purchase online, go to
jostensyearbooks.com.

If you have questions, please call Customer
Service at 1-877-767-5217.

Personalization $8.00

Icon(s) ea. $0.00 x QTY

Autograph Section $3.00

Clear Protective Cover $4.00

Photo Pockets $3.00

Donate a Yearbook $25.00

$0.00

34651 / 2022

10/01/2021

Please Make Checks Payable to USD 396
Return to the office with Check or Cash Payment
You can also order online at jostens.com and search for Seal
Elementary in Douglass, Ks or Sisk Middle School in Douglass Ks

YEARBOOK $25.00

Includes Yearbook, 1 Line of Personalization, Color Autograph Section and 5 Multicolor Signing Markers
SIGNATURE PACKAGE $40.00

$8.00

8.5%

Seal Elementary School

Tax
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Order your DHS 
yearbook today! 

 
 The 2022 Yearbooks are currently on sale for $40. You can 
pay online at jostensyearbooks.com or in the office (checks 

payable to DHS). Order early since the price changes: 
Up to 10/1 $40               10/2-12/10 $45 

12/11- 2/18 $50                2/19-5/13 $55 
 
 

We have a limited number of yearbooks for sale from last 
year.  They are $50 and can be purchased from Shawna. 

  
If you would like to place an ad for a senior (“we are proud of 

you”, “congrats”, etc.) you can create one at 
jostensadservice.com 

 
 
We are currently accepting 1 senior photo per senior to replace 

the  lifetouch one to use on the yearbook page. Vertical 
portraits work best. You can email the photo to 

eyoung@usd396.net  
Deadline: before spring break. 
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